
266 
• W

ith
 th

e sign
s of civil righ

ts p
rogress in

 th
e 1940's, p

articu
larly 

ju
d

icial resp
on

ses to th
e N

  A
  C

P
, a m

ass m
ovem

ent began to develop. 
T

h
e U

.S
. S

u
p

rem
e C

ou
rt p

roh
ib

ited
 all-w

h
ite p

rim
ary election

s an
d

 
d

eclared
 u

n
con

stitu
tion

al racially restrictive real estate coven
an

ts. In
 

1941, P
resid

en
t F

ran
k

lin
 D

. - R
oosevelt issu

ed
 an

 E
xecu

tive ord
er u

rg-
ing fair em

ploym
ent practices in response to the threats of m

ass dem
on-

stration
s from

 A
. P

h
ilip

 R
an

d
olp

h
, p

resid
en

t of th
e B

roth
erh

ood
 of 

S
leep

in
g C

ar P
orters. T

h
e P

resid
en

t's C
om

m
ittee on

 C
ivil- R

igh
ts 

recom
m

en
d

ed
 th

e en
actm

en
t of fair em

p
loym

en
t legislation

 in
 1947, 

an
d

 in
 1948, P

resid
en

t H
arry S

. T
ru

m
an

 b
arred

 segregation
 in

 th
e 

A
rm

ed
 F

orces an
d

 G
overn

m
en

t agen
cies. T

h
e C

on
gress, h

ow
ever, d

id
 

n
ot act on

 civil righ
ts issu

es u
n

til 1957. 
T

h
e m

od
ern

 civil righ
ts m

ovem
en

t set its roots in
 th

e field
 of ed

u
ca- 

tion
. T

h
e N

A
A

C
P

 h
ad

 in
itiated

 litigation
 in

 th
e 1930's to end segre-

g
a

tio
n

 in
 ed

u
ca

tio
n

. A
t th

e b
eg

in
n

in
g

 o
f 1

9
5

4
, 1

7
 S

tites a
n

d
 th

e 
D

istrict of C
olu

m
b

ia req
u

ired
 segregation

 in
 p

u
b

lic sch
ools, w

h
ile 

th
ree oth

er S
tates p

erm
itted

 localities to ad
op

t th
e. p

ractice. T
h

en
. 

o
n

 M
a
y
 1

7
, 1

9
5
4
. th

e U
.S

. S
u

p
rem

e C
o
u

rt a
n

n
o
u

n
ced

 its u
n

a
n

i-
m

ou
s decision in B

row
n

 v. B
oard of E

du
cation

 th
at segregation

 in
 

p
u

b
lic sch

ools w
as u

n
con

stitu
tion

al. In
 d

eliverin
g th

e op
in

ion
 of th

e 
C

ou
rt, C

h
ief Ju

stice E
arl W

arren
 said

 th
at "

sep
arate ed

u
cation

 facili-
ties are in

h
eren

tly u
n

eq
u

al."
 A

 year later, th
e C

ou
rt follow

ed
 w

ith
 

a ru
lin

g th
at th

e p
rocess of p

u
b

lic sch
ool d

esegregation
 m

u
st p

roceed
 

w
ith

 " all d
elib

erate speed, ' th
u

s ch
o

o
sin

g
 a

 p
o

licy
 o

f g
ra

d
u

a
lism

 
rath

er th
an

 req
u

irin
g d

esegregation
 b

y a fixed
 d

ate as u
rged

 b
y th

e 
B

row
n

 p
lain

tiffs th
rou

gh
 th

eir N
A

A
C

P
 attorn

eys. 
T

h
e B

row
n

 d
ecision

 sign
aled

 th
e b

egin
n

in
g of a lon

g stru
ggle, for 

it w
as n

ot read
ily accep

ted
 in

 th
e S

ou
th

. S
egregation

ist an
d

 S
tates 

righ
ts grou

p
s em

erged
 to op

p
ose th

e goal of in
tegration

, an
d

 m
ilitan

t 
organ

ization
s su

ch
 as th

e W
h

ite C
itizen

s C
ou

n
cils and

 
	K

u
 K

lu
x 

K
laus attracted a new

 follow
ing. V

iolence w
as resum

ed. O
n A

ugust 28, 
1955, for exam

ple, a w
hite m

ob in M
ississippi kidnapped and 13-nched 

E
m

m
ett T

ill, a 14-year s old
 b

oy from
 C

h
icago w

h
o h

ad
 b

een
 visitin

g 
h

is relatives. 
"k N

E
W

 L
E

A
D

E
R

 earners 

M
an

y h
istorian

s b
e  lieve th

e b
egin

n
in

g of th
e m

od
ern

 B
lack

 revolt 
again

st in
eq

u
ality w

as m
ark

ed
 in

 M
on

tgom
ery, A

la., on
 D

ecem
b

er 1, 
1955. F

ou
r B

lack
 p

assen
gers w

ere ask
ed

 b
y th

e d
river of a d

ow
n

tow
n

 
bus to

 
	 u

p
 th

eir seats. R
osa P

ark
s, a 42-year-old

 B
lack

 seam
stress, 

re fu
sed

 an
d

 w
as arrested

 u
n

d
er a local segregation

 ord
in

an
ce. In

 p
ro-

test, B
lack

 lead
ers organ

ized
 a b

oycott of th
e M

on
tgom

ery b
u

s system
 

th
at lasted

 382 d
ays, en

d
in

g on
ly w

h
en

 th
e U

.S
. S

u
p

rem
e C

ou
rt or-

" dered the buses integrated. 
T

h
e b

u
s b

oycott w
as gu

id
edrebs 1 th

e w
ord

s of a 27-year-old
 B

ap
tist 

m
in

ister w
h

o em
erged 	

f 
as a 	

an
d

 d
yn

am
ic force am

on
g B

lack
s. 

P
reach

in
g th

e "
C

h
ristian

 d
octrin

e of love op
eratin

g th
rou

gh
 th

e 
G

an
d

h
ian

 m
eth

od
 of n

on
violen

d
e,"

 D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
,  Jr., rep

-
resented a new

 leadership. In M
ontgom

ery, he dem
onstrated that non-

violen
t d

irect action
 cou

ld
 b

e u
sed

 effectively to ach
ieve social ju

stice. 
F

rom
 th

at tim
e until h

is d
eath

 in
 1968, D

r. K
in

g's life w
as in

ex-
tricab

ly in
terw

oven
 w

ith
 th

e even
ts of th

e civil righ
ts m

ovem
en

t.  
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D
r. X

ing.w
as born in_A

tlanta, G
a., on January 15, 1929, the son of a 

B
ap

tist m
in

ister, M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g, S

r., an
d

 th
e m

atern
al gran

d
-

son
 of an

oth
er B

ap
tist m

in
ister. H

e en
rolled

 at A
tlan

ta's all-B
lack

 
M

oreh
ou

se C
ollege at age 15 an

d
, in

 h
is ju

n
ior year, d

ecid
ed

 to en
ter 

the clergy. In 1947, he w
as ordained a m

inister at his father's E
benezer 

B
ap

tist C
h

u
rch

 in
 A

tlan
ta. T

h
e follow

in
g year, h

e con
tin

u
ed

 h
is 

stu
d

ies at, th
e C

rozer T
h

eological S
em

in
ary in

 C
h

ester, P
a. H

e w
as 

elected
 P

resid
en

t of h
is class in

 h
is sen

ior year an
d

 w
as n

am
ed

 ou
t-

stan
d

in
g stu

d
en

t w
h

en
 h

e grad
u

ated
 first in

 h
is class. A

t C
rozer, h

e 
b

ecam
e acq

u
ain

ted
 w

ith
 th

e w
ork

 of C
h

ristian
 social th

eologian
s, as 

w
ell as M

oh
an

d
as K

. G
an

d
h

i's d
octrin

e of n
on

violen
t d

irect action
, 

S
atyagrah

a (S
an

sk
rit for tru

th
-force), an

d
 H

en
ry D

avid
 T

h
oreau

's 
essay, "O

n the D
uti,  of C

ivil D
isobedience." 

W
ith a-fellow

ship he received to pursue his doctorate, K
ing entered 

grad
u

ate sch
ool at B

oston
 U

n
iversity in

 1951. H
is d

octoral th
esis 

com
p

ared
 th

e con
cep

tion
s of G

od
 in

 th
e th

in
k

in
g of P

au
l T

illich
 an

d
 

H
arry N

elson
 W

eim
er. H

e received
 h

is d
octorate in

 th
e sp

rin
g of 

1955. 
In B

oston, he m
et G

arotte Scott, a graduate of A
ntioch C

ollege w
ho 

w
as atten

d
in

g th
e N

ew
 E

n
glan

d
 C

on
servatory of M

u
sic. T

h
ey,  w

ere 
m

arried
 in

 Ju
n

e 1953, an
d

 in
 th

e en
su

in
g years h

ad
 fou

r ch
ild

ren
 : 

Y
olanda, M

artin L
uther III, D

exter Scott, and B
ernice. 

A
t the beginning of 1954, as he continued w

ork tow
ard his doctorate, 

M
artin L

uther K
ing w

as hired as pastor of the D
exter A

venue B
aptist 

C
hurch in M

ontgom
ery, A

la., the city w
here he w

as to b
egin

 h
is civil 

rights career. 
A

s T
resid

en
t of th

e M
on

tgom
ery Im

p
rovem

en
t A

ssociation
 (W

A
), 

D
r. K

ing led the bus boycott w
ith the assistance of M

ontgom
ery B

lack 
lead

ers E
. D

. N
ixon

, a civil righ
ts activist w

h
o h

ad
 w

ork
ed

 w
ith

 
A

. P
hilip R

andolph's B
rotherhood of Sleeping C

ar P
orters, R

everend 
R

alp
h

 D
avid

 A
b

ern
ath

y, an
d

 R
everen

d
 E

. N
. F

ren
ch

. A
t th

e first 
m

eetm
g of th

e M
IA

 on
 D

ecem
b

er 5, 1955, D
r. K

in
g en

u
n

ciated
 th

e 
p

rin
cip

le from
 w

h
ich

 h
e w

ou
ld

 n
ever w

aver: "
W

e w
ill n

ot resort to 
violen

ce. W
e w

ill n
ot d

egrad
e ou

rselves w
ith

 h
atred

. L
ove w

ill be 
retu

rn
ed

 for h
ate."

 In
 th

e trad
ition

 of G
an

d
h

i, lead
er of th

e stru
ggle 

for In
d

ian
 in

d
ep

en
d

en
ce an

d
 an

 ad
vocate of p

assive resistan
ce, 1D

r. 
K

in
g u

rged
 h

is follow
ers to forsw

ear violen
ce an

d
 to w

ork
 for u

lti- 

	

m
ate recon

ciliation
 w

ith
 th

eir op
p

on
en

ts b
y returning 	

I 
for evil. 

	

A
fter m

ass arrests, threats and physical attacks, inch 	
the dyna- 

m
itin

g
 o

f D
r. K

in
g
's h

o
m

e, the M
on

tgom
ery b

u
s b

oycott en
d

ed
 

su
ccessfu

lly in
 D

ecem
b

er 1956. T
h

at m
on

th
 th

e S
ou

th
ern

 R
egion

al 
C

ouncil announced that 25 other Southern cities had desegregated their 
buses either voluntarily or as the result of boycotts. 

D
esp

ite th
e su

ccessfu
l M

on
tgom

ery b
u

s b
oycott, 1956 w

as also 
m

ark
ed

 b
y d

isap
p

oin
tm

en
ts to th

e risin
g h

op
es of B

lack
 A

m
erican

s. 
T

h
e ad

m
ission

 of A
u

th
erin

e L
u

cy to th
e U

n
iversity of A

lab
am

a in
 

F
eb

ru
ary w

as m
et b

y w
h

ite m
ob

 violen
ce. T

o avert fu
rth

er d
istu

rb
-

ances, she w
as expelled by university officials. T

hat decision w
as upheld 

b
y a F

ed
eral d

istrict cou
rt an

d
 th

e U
n

iversity of A
lab

am
a rem

ain
ed

 
segregated until 196$. A

lso in 1956, 101 m
em

bers of C
ongress from

 the 
11 S

tates th
at h

ad
 com

p
rised

 th
e C

on
fed

eracy sign
ed

 th
e S

ou
th

ern
 

M
an

ifesto, w
h

ich
 d

eclared
 th

at th
e sch

ool d
esegregation

 d
ecision

s of 
the Suprem

e C
ourt w

ere a "clear abuse of judicial pow
er." N

oting that 
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neither the C
onstitution nor the 14th am

endm
ent m

entioned education 
an

d
 th

at th
e B

row
n decision had abruptly reversed precedents estab-

lished in P
lenty v. F

erguson, an
d
 su

b
sew

rit eases, th
e m

an
ifesto

 sig
n
ers --

v
o

w
ed

 "to
 u

se all law
fu

l m
ean

s to
 b

rin
g

 ab
o

u
t a rev

ersal o
f th

is d
eci-

sio
n
 w

h
ich

 is co
n
trary

 to
 th

e C
o
n
stitu

tio
n
 an

d
 to

 p
rev

en
t th

e u
se o

f 
fo

rce in
 its im

p
lem

en
tatio

n
." 

A
 P

H
IL

O
S

O
P

H
T

 O
F

 N
O

N
V

IO
L

E
N

C
E

 

W
h
ite resistan

ce n
o
tw

ith
stan

d
in

g
, th

e civ
il rig

h
ts m

o
v
em

en
t co

n
-

tinued its grow
th in 1957. R

ecognizing the need for a m
ass m

ovem
ent 

to
 cap

italize o
n

 th
e. M

o
n

tg
o

m
ery

 b
u

s b
o

y
co

tt, B
lack

 lead
ers fo

rm
ed

 
th

e S
o
u
th

ern
 C

h
ristian

 L
ead

ersh
ip

 C
o
n
feren

ce (S
C

L
C

) early
 in

 th
e 

y
ear, an

d
 th

e b
o
y
co

tt lead
er, D

r. M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
, Jr., w

as elected
 

its first p
resid

en
t. A

d
o
p
tin

g
 a n

o
n
v
io

len
t ap

p
ro

ach
 an

d
 fo

cu
sin

g
 o

n
 

th
e S

o
u
th

. th
e S

C
L

C
 w

as d
ed

icated
 to

 th
e in

teg
ratio

n
 o

f B
lack

s 
in all aspects of A

m
erican life. 

In M
ay 1957, to com

m
em

orate the third anniversary of the S
uprem

e 
C

o
u
rt's B

ro
w

n
 ru

lin
g
 o

n
 sch

o
o
l d

eseg
ratio

n
, D

r. K
in

g
 led

 a p
ray

er 
pilg- rim

ae in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
, D

.C
., th

e first larg
e-scale B

lack
 d

em
o
n
-

stratio
n
 in

 th
e cap

ital sin
ce W

o
rld

 W
ar II. In

 h
is first n

atio
n
al ad

-
d
ress, D

r. K
in

g
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 a th

em
e th

at h
ad

 lain
 d

o
rm

an
t fo

r 8
0
 

years, the right to vote. "G
ive us the ballot," he pleaded, "and w

e w
ill 

n
o

 lo
n

g
er h

av
e to

 w
o

rry
 th

e F
ed

eral G
o

v
ern

m
en

t ab
o

u
t o

u
r b

asic 
rig

h
ts • • • w

e w
ill q

u
ietly

 an
d
 n

o
n
v
io

len
tly

, w
ith

o
u
t ran

co
r o

r b
itter-

n
ess, im

p
lem

en
t th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt's d

ecisio
n

." D
r. K

in
g

 w
as o

n
 h

is 
w

ay to becom
ing one of the m

ost influential B
lack leaders of his tim

e, a 
sym

bol of the hopes for equality for all A
m

ericans. 
It w

as a tim
e o

f fast-m
o
v
in

g
 ev

en
ts, actio

n
s an

d
 co

u
n
teractio

n
s, in

 
a co

n
tin

u
in

g
 co

n
flict. O

n
 S

ep
tem

b
er 9

, 1
9
5
7
, P

resid
en

t D
w

ig
h
t D

. 
E

isen
h
o
w

er sig
n
ed

 th
e first C

iv
il. R

ig
h
ts A

ct sin
ce 1

8
7
5
. T

h
e law

 
m

ark
ed

ly
 en

larg
ed

 th
e F

ed
eral ro

le in
 race relatio

n
s. It estab

lish
ed

 a 
C

iv
il R

ig
h

ts C
o

m
m

issio
n

 an
d

 a C
iv

il R
ig

h
ts D

iv
isio

n
 in

 th
e D

ep
art-

m
ent of Justice. M

ost im
portant, it gave the A

ttorney G
eneral author-

ity
 to

 seek
 in

ju
n

ctio
n

s ag
ain

st o
b

stru
ctio

n
 o

f v
o

tin
g

 rig
h

ts. 
T

hat sam
e m

onth, in L
ittle R

ock, A
rk., violent rioting erupted over 

th
e in

teg
ratio

n
 o

f C
en

tral H
ig

h
 S

ch
o

o
l. N

in
e B

lack
 stu

d
en

ts w
ere 

su
ccessfu

lly
 en

ro
lled

, b
u

t n
o

t b
efo

re 1
,0

0
0

 p
aratro

o
p

ers an
d

 1
0

,0
0

0
 

N
ational G

uardsm
en w

ere sent into the beleaguered city. T
he appear-

an
ce-o

f F
ed

eral tro
o
p
s in

 L
ittle R

o
ck

 b
ro

u
g
h
t h

ack
 u

n
p
leasan

t m
em

-
o

ries o
f R

eco
n

stru
ctio

n
, an

d
 th

e p
rice o

f p
ro

g
ress w

as a polarization 
o
f so

u
th

ern
 attitu

d
es. M

ean
w

h
ile, as D

r. K
in

g
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 carry

 th
e 

civ
il rig

h
ts b

an
n
er, h

e b
ecam

e th
e v

ictim
 o

f a n
ear fatal assau

lt o
n
 

S
eptem

ber 20, 1957. A
s he w

as autographing copies of his first book, 
"S

trid
e T

o
w

ard
 F

reed
o
m

," in
 a H

arlem
 d

ep
artm

en
t sto

re, a d
eran

g
ed

 
B

lack
 w

o
m

an
, Izo

ls C
u

rry
, stab

b
ed

 h
im

 w
ith

 an
 8

-in
ch

 letter o
p

en
er. 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 th

e w
eap

o
n
 p

en
etrated

, n
ear h

is h
eart, D

r. K
in

g
 reco

v
ered

 
after 2 w

eeks of hospitalization. 

1
9

0
0

: T
H

E
 Y

E
A

R
 O

F
 T

H
E

 8
T

T
-IN

S
 

...C
ivil rights activism

 intensified in 1960, the year of the sit-ins. O
n 

F
eb

ru
ary

 1
, 1

9
6
0 s  . four B

lack students dedicated to nonviolent direct  

actio
n
 sat at th

e lu
n
ch

 co
u
n
ter o

f a G
reen

sb
o
ro

, N
.C

., W
o
o
lw

o
rth

's 
store. T

hough they w
ere refused service, the students sat at the counter 

--until-the store closed, and each succeeding day they returned w
ith m

ore 
students. T

he sit-in m
ovem

ent spread to cities in V
irginia, M

aryland. 
S

o
u
th

 C
aro

lin
a, T

en
n
essee. A

lab
am

a, K
en

tu
ck

y
, an

d
 F

lo
rid

a. R
ec-

ognizing
—

  th
e n

eed
 fo

r o
rg

an
izatio

n
 o

f th
is n

ew
 m

o
v
em

en
t, th

e S
C

L
C

 
provided the im

petus for the S
tudent N

onviolent C
oordinating C

om
-

m
ittee (S

N
C

C
) in A

pril 1960. 
T

he sit-ins that continued throughout the year becam
e a successful 

m
eans to protest. B

y the end of 1960, B
lacks w

ere being served at lunch 
counters in hundreds of southern stores. 

Inevitably, there w
as w

hite resistance. A
s the sit-ins set the pace of 

a cam
paign to open up public facilities of all sorts, there w

ere thou-
-san

d
s o

f arrests an
d

 o
ccasio

n
al o

u
tb

reak
s o

f v
io

len
ce. D

r. K
in

g
 w

as 
arrested w

ith other dem
onstrators at an A

tlanta. G
a., departm

ent store 
sit-in in O

ctober 1960. T
respass charges w

ere dropped against him
 at 

his trial, but he w
as sentenced to 4 m

onths hard labor at the R
eidsville 

S
tate P

riso
n
 F

arm
 o

n
 th

e p
retex

t th
at h

e h
ad

 v
io

lated
 p

ro
b
atio

n
 fo

r 
an earlier m

inor traffic offense. N
ational concern for D

r. K
ing's safety 

prom
pted the intercession of D

em
ocratic P

residential candidate John 
F

. K
ennedy. w

hich led to the civil rights leader's release. S
om

e observ-
ers believed this action contributed to K

ennedy's narrow
 election vic-

tory over V
ice P

resident R
ichard M

. N
ixon a w

eek later by attracting 
B

lack support, 
V

io
len

ce in
creased

 w
ith

 attem
p
ts to

 in
teg

rate th
e in

terstate tran
s-

portation system
 in 1981, the year of the freedom

 rides. T
hey began 

in M
ay w

hen m
em

bers of C
O

R
E

 boarded tw
o buses in W

ashington, 
D

.C
., and set out for N

ew
 O

rleans, determ
ined to test southern segrega-

tion law
s on buses as w

ell as in term
inals en route. T

rouble broke out 
w

hen the buses reached A
labam

a. O
ne bus w

as burned and stoned by 
w

hites in A
nniston, and, in B

irm
ingham

, protestors on the second bus 
w

ere brutally beaten by a m
ob aw

aiting their arrival. A
nother group 

o
f stu

d
en

ts left A
tlan

ta, G
a., fo

r M
o

n
tg

o
m

ery
, A

la., th
e fo

llo
w

in
g

 
w

eek. A
ttorney G

eneral R
obert F

. K
ennedy sent 500 F

ederal m
arshals  

to protect them
, but the students arrived before the m

arshals and w
ere 

sav
ag

ely
 b

eaten
. T

h
e n

ex
t ev

en
in

g
 an

 an
g
ry

 th
ro

n
g
 o

f w
h
ites su

r-
rounded a church w

here D
r. K

ing w
as scheduled to speak. T

he m
ar-

sh
als an

d
 fed

eralized
 N

atio
n

al G
u

ard
 tro

o
p

s h
ad

 to
 rescu

e th
e 

congregation and D
r. K

ing from
 the m

ob. A
lthough the freedom

 riders 
m

et w
ith little violence in M

ississippi, they did have to reckon w
ith 

an unsym
pathetic legal system

. O
ver 300 dem

onstrators w
ere arrested 

for breach of the peace and for disobeying police orders to disperse in 
segregated M

ississippi term
inals. 

In response to the attacks on freedom
 riders, A

ttorney G
eneral K

en-
nedy petitioned the Interstate C

om
m

erce C
om

m
ission (IC

C
) to adopt 

stricter regulations against segregation. O
n S

eptem
ber 22, 1981, the 

IC
C

 announced new
 rules prohibiting segregation on interstate buses 

and in term
inals. 

A
cro

ss-th
e-b

o
ard

 d
eseg

reg
atio

n
 o

f all p
u
b
lic facilities in

 A
lb

an
y
, 

G
a., w

as th
e fo

cu
s o

f a cam
p

aig
n

 led
 b

y
 D

r. K
in

g
 fro

m
 late 1

9
6

1
 

through the sum
m

er of 1962. T
he city reacted by arresting over 1,100 

d
em

o
n

strato
rs d

u
rin

g
 th

e cam
p

aig
n

, in
clu

d
in

g
 D

r. K
in

g
 an

d
 h

is 



270 

-ailleague, R
everend A

bernathy. C
ity officials stubbornly refused to 

=
in

fer w
ith

 B
lack

 lead
ers an

d
 stead

fastly
 rejected

 p
ro

p
o

sals fo
r 

i
r
e
 atim

e B
y S

eptem
ber 1962, public parks, pools,..and libraries 

m
ad been closed or sold to w

hite business groups._ T
he A

lbany-gam
-

paign received instieetri ai.er.e.c. re -
'a 
 la- et. it la•ileel. ta :T

ack the southern 
lan

ce sy
m

b
o
lized

 b
y
 th

e city
. F

ro
m

 th
e A

lb
an

y
 d

efeat D
r. K

in
g

. 
seem

ed that the scattergun approach of sim
ultaneously attacking all 

of segregation w
as ineffective. 

M
ets the other hand, the adm

ission of the first B
lack student tc the 

al-w
h

ite U
n

iv
ersity

 o
f M

ississip
p

i in
 th

e fall o
f 1

9
6

2
 m

ark
ed

 a sig
. 

adtficant integrationist victory. Jam
es M

eredith, an A
ir F

orce veteran, 
isacl been enrolled at Jackson S

tate C
ollege w

hen he decided to trans-
to "O

le M
iss." W

ith the assistance of the N
A

A
C

P
, he filed suit 

w
hen he w

as rejected. A
fter 16 m

onths of litigation, the F
ifth C

ircuit 
7:oort of A

ppeals ruled that he had been turned daw
n solely because 

of his race and ordered that he be accepted. O
utright obstruction by 

ate officials led the court to order that M
ississippi's G

ov. R
oss B

ar-
m

att an
d

 L
t. G

ov. P
aul Johnson pay fines unless they stop interfering 

m
eal its ruling. O

n O
ctober 1, 1962, 320 F

ederal m
arshals arrived at 

O
xford to escort M

eredith to his dorm
itory. T

his action set off a riot 
lim

a left 2
 p

erso
n

s k
illed

 an
d

 3
7

5
 in

ju
red

 b
efo

re it w
as q

u
elled

 b
y

 
F

ed
eral tro

o
p
s. W

hen the tear gas cleared, M
eredith w

as the first B
lack 

m
aident to enter "O

le M
iss." D

espite G
overnor B

arnett's vow
 to con-

nne to fight his enrollm
ent, M

eredith graduated in A
ugust 1963. 

19 63 : A
 Y

E
A

R
 07 T

R
W

A
1141 A

N
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 D
E
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A
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D
r. K

in
g
 led an all-out attack in the spring of 1963 on racial dis-

sim
in

atio
n
 in

 B
~ rm

ingh am
, A

la., w
hich he described as "the m

ost 
m

!g
reg

ated
 city

 in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates." C
iv

il rig
h

ts activ
ists so

u
g

h
t 

K
oval of racial restrictions in dow

ntow
n snack bars, restroom

s and 
=

ores, as w
ell as nondiscrim

inatory hiring practices and the form
a-

iori of a biracial com
m

ittee to negotiate integration. S
it-ins, picket 

o
rs an

d
 p

arad
es w

ere m
et b

y
 th

e p
o
lice fo

rces o
f E

u
g
en

e "B
u
ll" 

C
onnor, com

m
issioner of public safety, w

ith hundreds of arrests on 
arharges of dem

onstrating w
ithout a perm

it, loitering and trespassing. 
O

n G
ood F

riday, .A
.prit 12,1963, D

r. K
ing, R

everend A
bernathy and 

1
R

erv
. F

red
 S

h
u
t lesw

o
rth

 w
ere arrested

 -fo
r lead

in
g
 a d

em
o
n
stra-

tion in defiance of an injunction obtained by B
ull C

onnor. D
r. K

ing 
sores 

 
placed in solitary confinem

ent and refused access to counsel. D
ur-

in
g
 h

is in
carceratio

n
, h

e p
en

n
ed

 h
is "L

etter fro
m

 th
e B

irm
in

g
h
am

 
Jail,"

 a response to a statem
ent by eight leading local w

hite clergy-
m

en—
P

rotestant, C
atholic, and Jew

ish—
w

ho had denounced him
 as an 

outside agitator and urged B
lacks to w

ithdraw
 their support for his 

isresade. In this eloquent statem
ent, D

r. K
ing set forth his philosophy 

if nonviolence and enum
erated the steps that preceded the G

andhian 
a
r
il disobedience in B

irm
ingham

. S
pecifically citing southern segrega-

L
ion law

s, he w
rote that any law

 that degraded people w
as unjust and 

isenst be resisted. N
onviolent direct action, D

r. K
ing explained, sought 

- so
 fo

ster ten
sio

n
 an

d
 d

ram
atize an

 issu
e u

en
 it can

 n
o
 lo

n
g
er b

e 
ig

n
o

red
."  
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-D
r. K

ing w
as released from

 jail on A
pril 20,1963. T

he B
irm

ingham
 

dem
onstrations continued. O

n M
ay 2, 500 B

lacks, m
ost of them

 high 
school -students; w

ere arrested and jailed. T
he next day, a group of 

------- dem
onstrators w

as bom
barded w

ith brickbats and bottles by onlookers. 
w

hile another cluster of 2,500 protestors w
as m

et by the forces oi 
P

o
lice C

o
m

m
issio

n
er C

o
n
n
o
r, w

ith
 h

is sn
arlin

g
 d

o
g
s an

d
 h

ig
h
-

pressure firehoses. 
W

orldw
ide attention w

as being focused on the plight. of B
lacks 

w
hose reasonable dem

ands w
ere being m

et by the unbridled brutality 
of the B

irm
ingham

 police. Senator W
ayne M

orse of O
regon said B

irm
-

ingham
 "w

ould disgrace a U
nion of S

outh A
frica or a P

ortuguese A
n-

g
o

la." T
h

e o
u

tcry
 led

 to
 n

eg
o

tiatio
n

s w
ith

 th
e city

. an
d

 D
r. K

in
g

 
suspended his cam

paign on M
ay 8. T

w
o days later, an agreem

ent w
as 

reached to desegregate lunch counters, restroom
s, fitting room

s. and 
drinkingfount ains in departm

ent stores and to prom
ote. B

lacks over a 
60-day period. T

he follow
ing day, how

ever, the bom
bings of a deseg 

 
n
eg

ated
 h

o
tel an

d
 th

e h
o
m

e o
f D

r. K
in

g
's b

ro
th

er, R
ev

. A
. D

. 
K

ing, led to a disturbance by hundreds of B
lacks that lasted until 

S
tate troopers arrived to assist local police. C

alm
 w

as restored. D
r. 

K
ing w

as considered victorious because of the attention he had at-
tracted to racial injustice. O

ne by one, public facilities in B
irm

ingham
 

w
ere opened to B

lacks. 
B

irm
in

g
h
am

 b
ecam

e a rally
in

g
 cry

 fo
r civ

il rig
h
ts activ

ists in
 

hundreds of cities in the sum
m

er of 1963. M
arches w

ere held in S
elm

a, 
A

la., A
lbany, G

a., C
am

bridge, M
d., R

aleigh and G
reensboro, N

.C
., 

N
ashville and C

linton, T
enn., S

hreveport, L
a., Jackson and P

hiladel-
phia, M

iss., as w
ell as in N

ew
 Y

ork and C
hicago. 

T
his period w

as also one of tragedy. O
n June 12, 1963, the day after 

P
resident K

ennedy's dram
atic call for com

prehensive civil rights legis-
lation, M

edgar E
vers, N

A
A

C
P

 field secretary for M
ississippi, w

as shot 
to death in front of his Jackson hom

e. E
vers had been instrum

ental in 
Jam

es M
eredith's efforts to enter the U

niversity of M
ississippi, and a 

m
onth before his death had launched an antisegregation drive in Jack-

son. B
yron de la B

eckw
ith. a fertilizer salesm

an, w
as charged w

ith 
th

e m
u
rd

er an
d
 tried

 tw
ice; b

o
th

 trials en
d
in

g
 in

 h
u
n
g
 ju

ries. In
 

S
eptem

ber 1963, attention reverted to B
irm

ingham
, A

la., w
hen the 

16th S
treet B

aptist C
hurch w

as bom
bed, killing four B

lack girls, 
aged 11 to 14, in their S

unday school class. T
he tragedy w

as com
-

pounded by the deaths of tw
o B

lack youths, killed later that day in an 
outburst of violence that follow

ed the bom
bing. 

T
he clim

actic point of the cam
paign for B

lack equality cam
e. on 

A
ugust 28, 1963, w

hen D
r. K

ing led 250,000 follow
ers in the m

arch 
on W

ashington, a nonviolent dem
onstration of solidarity engineered 

by A
. P

hilip R
andolph and B

ayard R
ustin to dram

atize B
lack dis-

content and dem
and an open, desegregated society w

ith equal justice 
for all citieens regardless of race. A

 goal of the m
arch w

as passage 
of &

 com
prehensive civil rights bill to insure integrated education, 

equal access to public accom
m

odations, protection of voting rights and 
nondiscrim

inatory em
ploym

ent practices. In his address, acclaim
ed as 

the m
ost m

em
orable m

om
ent of the day, D

r. K
ing recounted his dream

 
for an integrated society : 
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I h
ave a d

ream
 th

at on
e d

ay th
is N

ation
 w

ill rise u
p

, live 
out the true m

eaning of its creed : "W
e hold these truths to be 

self-evid
en

t th
at all m

en
 are created

 eq
u

al."
 I h

ave a d
ream

 
th

at on
e d

ay on
 th

e red h
ills of G

eorgia son
s-of form

er slaves 
a
n

d
 th

e so
n

s o
r ;ea

., 	
w

ill b
e ab

le to sit d
ow

n
 

togeth
er at th

e tab
le of b

roth
erh

ood
. I h

ave a d
ream

 th
at 

on
e d

ay even
 th

e S
tate of M

ississip
p

i, a S
tate sw

elterin
g w

ith
 

th
e h

ea
t o

f in
ju

stice *
 ' • w

ill be tran
sform

ed
 in

to an
 oasis 

of freed
om

 an
d

 ju
stice. I h

ave a d
ream

 th
at m

y fou
r little 

ch
ild

ren
 w

ill on
e d

ay live in
 a n

ation
 w

h
ere th

ey w
ill n

ot b
e 

ju
d

ged
 b

y th
e color of th

eir sk
in

 b
u

t b
y th

e con
ten

t of th
eir 

character. 
D

r. K
in

g p
led

ged
 to con

tin
u

e to figh
t for freed

om
 an

d
 con

clu
d

ed
 : 

W
h

en
 w

e a
llo

w
 freed

o
m

 to
 rin

g
 *

 "
 fro

m
 ev

ery
 to

w
n

 
an

d
 every h

am
let, from

 every S
tate an

d
 everycity, w

e w
ill b

e 
ab

le to sp
eed

 u
p

 th
at d

ay w
h

en
 all of G

od
's ch

ild
ren

, B
lack

 
m

en
 an

d
 w

h
ite m

en
, Jew

s an
d

 G
en

tiles, P
rotestan

ts an
d

 
C

ath
olics w

ill b
e ab

le to join
 h

an
d

s an
d

 sin
g in

 th
e w

ord
s of 

the old N
egro spiritual. "F

ree at last ! F
ree at last ! G

reat G
od 

A
'M

ighty, w
e are free at last !" 

T
h

e m
arch

 p
rovid

ed
 n

ew
 im

p
etu

s to th
e civil righ

ts m
ovem

en
t an

d
 

h
elp

ed
 solid

ify th
e recogn

ition
 of D

r. K
in

g as on
e of th

e m
ost im

-
portant spokesm

en for the B
lack cause. 

W
ith

in
 w

eeks of P
resident K

ennedy's assassination on N
ovem

ber 22, 
1963, h

is su
ccessor P

resid
en

t L
yn

d
on

 B
. Johnson, asked the C

ongress 
to en

d
 its d

ead
lock

 an
d

 su
b

m
it stron

g civil righ
ts legislation

 for h
is 

approvaL
 C

ongress responded by passing the C
ivil R

ights A
ct of 1964, 

w
h

ich
 con

tain
ed

 p
rovision

s th
at: G

u
aran

teed
 B

lack
s th

e righ
t to vote; 

gu
aran

teed
 access to p

u
b

lic accom
m

od
ation

s, su
ch

 as restau
ran

ts, 
h

otels, an
d

 am
u

sem
en

t areas; au
th

orized
 th

e F
ed

eral G
overn

m
en

t to 
su

e to d
esegregate p

u
b

lic facilities, in
clu

d
in

g sch
ools; m

an
d

ated
 n

on
-

d
iscrim

in
ation

 in
 F

ed
eral p

rogram
s; an

d
 req

u
ired

 eq
u

al em
p

loym
en

t 
op

p
ortu

n
ity. In

 ad
d

ition
, on

 F
eb

ru
ary 5,1964, p

oll taxes, a d
evice th

at 
h

ad
 b

een
 u

sed
 to p

reven
t B

lack
s from

 votin
g, w

ere b
arred

 w
ith

 th
e 

adoption of the 24th am
endm

ent. 
C

O
R

E
 an

d
 S

N
C

O
 recru

ited
 1,100 n

orth
ern

 college stu
d

en
ts in

 a 
d

rive to register on
 th

e votin
g rolls as m

an
y of M

ississip
p

i's 900,000 
B

lack
s as p

ossib
le in

 th
e freed

om
 su

m
m

er voter registration
 cam

-
p

aign
 of 1964. T

h
e cam

p
aign

 cam
e to th

e forefron
t of p

u
b

lic atten
tion

 
on

 A
u

gu
st 4 w

h
en

 th
e b

od
ies of th

ree civil righ
ts w

ork
ers--Jam

es E
. 

C
h

an
ey, A

n
d

rew
 G

ood
m

an
, an

d
 M

ich
ael S

ch
w

ern
era- w

ere fou
n

d
 

buried in a dam
 near P

hiladelphia, M
iss. T

he three m
en, m

issin
g sin

ce 
Ju

n
e 21, h

ad
 b

een
 sh

ot to d
eath

. E
ig

h
teen

 w
h

ites, in
clu

d
in

g several 
p

olice officers, w
ere arrested

 an
d

 ch
arged

 w
ith

 con
sp

iracy to d
ep

rive 
th

e victim
s of th

eir civil righ
ts. D

ism
issed

 b
y F

ed
eral D

istrict C
ou

rt 
Ju

d
ge W

. H
arold

 C
ox, th

e ch
arges w

ere rein
stated

 in
 1968 after th

e 
U

.S. Suprem
e C

ourt decided that the F
ederal G

overnm
ent could pros-

ecute State officials, as w
ell as private persons w

ho conspire w
ith them

, 
w

ho deprive persons of their constitutional rights. 
T

h
e year 1964 also m

ark
ed

 an
 im

p
ortan

t p
erson

al ach
ievem

en
t. for 

D
r. K

in
g. O

n
 D

ecem
b

er 10, h
e w

as aw
ard

ed
 th

e N
ob

el P
eace P

rize in
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O
slo, N

orw
ay. A

t age 35, h
e w

as th
e you

n
gest recip

ien
t of th

e aw
ard

 
in

 h
i story and the second B

lack A
m

erican after D
r. R

alph J. B
unche, 

_ __the-1950 aw
ard w

inner. N
ot only w

as the aw
ard a recognition of D

r. 
K

in
g's role in

 th
e n

on
violen

t stru
ggle for civil righ

ts in
 th

e U
n

ited
 

States, but to m
any it signified official international recognition of the 

B
lack protest m

ovem
ent. 

In 1965, civil rights advocates, led by D
r. K

in
g, focused their atten-

tion on B
lack -eating rights. A

t least tw
o-thirds of A

labam
a's eligible 

B
lack voters w

ere not registered at the beginning of the year. In Se a, 
A

la., on
 Jan

u
ary 2, 1965, D

r. K
in

g an
n

ou
n

ced
 a voter registration

 
d

rive cen
terin

g on
 th

at city, an
 attem

p
t to d

ram
atize th

e n
eed

 for a 
F

ederal voting rights law
. T

he violence directed against dem
onstrators 

in Selm
a, along w

ith harassm
ent by State and local authorities, aroused 

sen
tim

en
t for su

ch
 legislation

. In
 F

eb
ru

ary, Jim
m

y L
ee Jack

son
, a 

civil rights w
orker from

 P
erry C

ounty, A
la., becam

e the first m
artyr 

of the cam
paign, w

hen he w
as Jailed by gunfire in a clash betw

een dem
-

onstrators and State troopers. D
r. K

ing organized but did not lead an 
in

itial m
arch

 from
 S

elm
a to th

e S
tate cap

ital, M
on

tgom
ery, on

 
M

arch 7. T
he dem

onstrators w
ere turned back just outside Selm

a by 
State troopers w

ith nightsticks, tear gas, and bull w
hips. O

n M
arch 9, 

1,500 B
lack and w

hite m
archers, this tim

e led by D
r. K

ing, m
ade a sec-

ond attem
pt to reach M

ontgom
ery, despite a F

ederal court in unction. 
T

hey w
ere again m

et by a phalanx of State troopers just outside Selm
a. 

R
ath

er th
an

 force a con
fron

tation
, D

r. K
in

g ask
ed

 h
is follow

ers to 
kneel in prayer and then instructed them

 to return to Selm
a. H

is cau-
tion cost him

 the support of m
any young m

ilitants w
ho already m

ocked 
him

 w
ith the title, "D

e L
ew

d." T
h at evening in Selm

a, three w
hite m

in-
isters w

ere attac k
ed

 an
d

 b
ru

tally b
eaten

 b
y w

h
ite th

u
gs. R

ev. Jam
es .  

R
eeb, a U

nitarian pastor from
 B

oston, died 2 days later as a result of 
his injuries. 

O
n M

arch 13, P
resident Johnson addressed a joint session of C

on-
gress to propose enactm

ent of a strong voting rights bill. In one of the 
m

ost m
em

orable speeches of his P
residency, Johnson said : 

A
t tim

es h
istory an

d
 fate m

eet at a sin
gle tim

e in
 a sin

gle 
p

lace to sh
ap

e a tu
rn

in
g p

oin
t in

 m
an

's u
n

en
d

in
g search

 for 
freedom

. So it w
as at L

exington and C
oncord. So it. w

as last 
w

eek in Sakes, A
la. 

In A
labam

a, the tw
ice-aborted m

arch from
 Selm

a to M
ontgom

ery 
began for a third tim

e on M
arch 21, led by tw

o B
lack N

obel P
eace P

rize 
w

inners, D
r. K

ing and D
r. B

unc'he. O
n M

arch 25, w
hen the civil rights 

m
archers reached M

ontgom
ery, their ranks had sw

elled to 50,000. In 
en im

passioned address on the statehouse grounds, D
r. K

ing noted that 
the B

lack protest m
ovem

ent w
as recognizing gains and no am

ount of 
w

hite terrorism
 w

ould stop it. H
e said: 

• * • I k
n

ow
 som

e of you
 are m

ak
in

g tod
ay, "

H
ow

 I. w
ill 

it take I" I com
e to say to you this afternoon, how

ever 	
cu

lt 
the m

om
ent, how

ever frustrating the hour, it w
ill not be long, 

because truth pressed to earth w
ill rise again. 

H
ow

 long? N
ot long, because no lie can live forever. 

H
ow

 lon
g? N

ot lon
g, b

ecau
se you

 w
ill reap

 w
h

at you
 sow

. 
H

ow
 long? N

ot long, because the arm
 of the m

oral universe 
is long but it bends tow

ard justice. 
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W
h

ile th
e m

arch
 w

as con
sid

ered
 a su

ccess, th
e traged

y th
at h

ad
 

p
lagu

ed
 it from

 th
e ou

tset con
tin

u
ed

_ A
 civil righ

ts tran
sp

ortation
 

volunteer, V
iola L

iuzzo of D
etaaait,.vras shot-to -cleatietts..she drove a 

m
arch

er h
om

e to S
elm

a. F
ou

r -K
u K

lux K
lan m

em
bers w

ere arrested 
for h

er m
u

rd
er;  th

ree of w
h

om
 w

ere even
tu

ally con
victed

 of violatin
g 

M
rs. L

iu
zzo's civil righ

ts an
d

 sen
ten

ced
 to 10 years in

 p
rison

. 
T

h
e S

elm
a cam

p
aign

 led
 to th

e p
assage of th

e V
otin

g R
igh

ts A
ct, 

sign
ed

 in
to law

 b
y P

resid
en

t. Joh
n

son
 on

 A
u

gu
st 6,1965. T

h
e act p

ro-
vid

ed
 for d

irect action
 th

rou
gh

 u
se of F

ed
eral exam

in
ers to register 

voters turned aw
ay by Ideal officials. T

he D
epartm

ent of Justice m
oved 

sw
iftly to su

sp
en

d
 voter q

u
alification

 d
evices su

ch
 as literacy tests in

 
several S

ou
th

ern
 S

tates, an
d

 w
ith

in
 3 w

eek
s of th

e law
's en

actm
en

t, 
Joh

n
son

 an
n

ou
n

ced
 th

at over 27,000 B
lack

s h
ad

 b
een

 registered
 b

y 
F

ed
eral exam

in
ers in

 th
ree S

ou
th

ern
 S

tates. 
D

ivision
s in

 th
e ran

k
s of B

lack
 A

m
erican

s b
ecam

e p
ain

fu
lly ap

p
ar-

ent in 1965. M
ilitants labeled D

r. K
ing's nonviolence a tool of the w

hite 
p

ow
er stru

ctu
re. T

h
e F

eb
ru

ary 21 assassin
ation

 of M
alcolm

 X
, a for-

m
er lead

er of th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s w
h

o h
ad

 called
 for B

lack
 sep

aration
, 

u
n

d
erscored

 grow
in

g p
rob

lem
s am

on
g B

lack
s. T

h
ree B

lack
 m

en
 w

ere 
arrested

 for th
e H

arlem
 sh

ootin
g of M

alcolm
 X

. 
In

 early 1965, D
r. K

in
g su

ggested
 th

at th
e S

C
L

C
 w

ege a cam
p

aign
 

in northern cities for better housing for B
lacks and nondiscrim

inatory 
em

ploym
ent practices. H

e spoke several tim
es in the N

orth. T
hat sum

-
m

er h
e attack

ed
 p

attern
s of d

e facto segregation
 in

 C
h

icago, an
d

 
led

 a n
u

m
b

er of m
arch

es in
 p

red
om

in
an

tly B
lack

 n
eigh

b
orh

ood
s of 

th
at city. It w

as also in
 1965 th

at h
e first in

d
icated

 a n
exu

s b
etw

een
 

F
ederal G

overnm
ent spending for the V

ietnam
 w

ar and cuts in F
ederal 

assistan
ce to th

e p
oor. 

T
h

e eu
p

h
oria over th

e A
u

gu
st 6, 1965, sign

in
g of th

e V
otin

g R
igh

ts 
A

ct su
b

sid
ed

 a w
eek

 later w
h

en
 th

e W
atts section

 of L
os A

n
geles ex-

p
lod

ed
 in

 th
e N

ation
's w

orst race l'iot sin
ce 1943. It lasted

 6 d
ays an

d
 

left 35 d
ead

, 900 in
iu

red
, over ,3„500 arrested and $46 m

illion of prop-
erty d

am
age. D

r. K
ing received

 a m
ixed

 w
elcom

e in
 W

atts, as h
e 

p
reach

ed
 n

on
violen

ce in
 th

e w
ak

e of th
e tragic d

istu
rb

an
ce. H

e u
rged

 
m

assive F
ed

eral assistan
ce for th

e n
orth

ern
 u

rb
an

 p
oor w

h
o su

ffered
 

from
 econom

ic discrim
ination and de facto segregation, the underlying 

causes of the L
os A

ngela%
 violence. 

T
h

e W
atts riot d

em
on

strated
 th

e d
ep

th
 of th

e u
rb

an
 race p

rob
lem

s 
in

 th
e N

orth
. A

t th
e b

egin
n

in
g of 1966, D

r. K
in

g lau
n

ch
ed

 a cam
p

aign
 

again
st d

iscrim
in

ation
 in

 C
h

icago, focu
sin

g h
is attack

 on
 su

b
stan

d
ard

 
and segregated housing. H

e m
oved to a C

hicago slum
 tenem

ent in Jan-
u

ary an
d

 p
rom

ised
 to organ

ize ten
an

ts an
d

 Iead
 a ren

t `strik
e if lan

d
-

lord
s d

id
 n

ot im
p

rove livin
g con

d
ition

s in
 th

e gh
etto. M

ayor R
ich

ard
 

D
aley m

et w
ith

 B
lack

 lead
ers several tim

es, b
u

t h
e took

 n
o con

crete 
action

 to p
rom

ote b
etter h

ou
sin

g or to im
p

lem
en

t n
on

d
iscrim

in
atory 

em
p

loym
en

t p
ractices. V

iolen
ce again

st d
em

on
strators p

lagu
ed

 rallies 
an

d
 m

arch
es led

 b
y D

r. K
in

g
  in. the spring and sum

m
er of 1966. A

t the 
en

d
 of Ju

ly, h
e p

ressed
 h

is d
rive for b

etter h
ou

sin
g in

to C
h

icago's all-
w

hite neighborhoods. D
em

onstrators w
ere jeered and attacked during 

th
ese m

arch
es, an

d
 D

r. K
in

g h
im

self w
as ston

ed
 in

 a p
arad

e th
rou

gh
 

th
e G

age P
ark

 section
 on

 A
u

gu
st 5. A

lth
ou

gh
 h

e w
as stu

n
n

ed
 b

y th
e 

veh
em

en
t reaction

 of n
orth

ern
 w

h
ites to civil righ

ts activities, D
r.  i 
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p
lan

n
ed

 a m
arch

 th
rou

gh
 th

e all-w
h

ite su
b

u
rb

 of C
is. b

eceiam
 d

e- 
m

ands for better housing w
ere not acknow

ledged by 12E 	
H

e can- 
celed

 th
e C

icero p
rotest, h

ow
ever, w

h
en

 th
e city rick

 	
and 

C
h

icago b
u

sin
ess lead

ers agreed
 to m

eet w
ith

 civil rigiat^
s T

h
e 

city officials and B
lack leaders signed a sum

m
it 

ft gretn
 	

=
ale- 

fested
 a com

m
itm

en
t to op

en
 h

ou
sin

g. T
h

ou
gh

 D
r. 	

m
e:_iesed 

the agreem
ent a victory and m

oderate B
lack leaders n v - k

i 
a new

 precedent by forcing the m
ayor to the confereres  i

i
 r

y
e
 

B
lack

 m
ilitan

ts criticized
 it as a m

id
d

le class sellou
t_ 	

even:m
ar 

u
ltim

ately h
ad

 little effect on
 th

e p
ligh

t of C
h

icago 	
m

ai D
r. 

K
ing's cam

paign w
as defeated by the com

bination of 	
11.1ard 

D
aley's intransigence and the com

plexities of norther_ 	
A

 *
- 

live byproduct of the effort w
as the SC

L
C

's O
perative` ?Iasi B

aseet 
th

at attack
ed

 econ
om

ic ills an
d

 attem
p

ted
 to crew

.... 	
- tie far 

B
lacks. 
D

urin§1966. the B
lack protest m

ovem
ent crum

bled 	
fa:- 

tions. S
N

C
C

, led
 b

y S
tok

ely C
arm

ich
ael, an

d
 C

O
E

L
 u

eiss F
loyd

 
M

cK
issick

, ad
op

ted
 th

e slogan
 "

B
lack

 P
ow

er,"
 sym

tou
 rsa.E

.:aii- 
zation of the m

ovem
ent. T

he term
 dram

atically cam
e 	

xacerion 
of th

e p
u

b
lic d

u
rin

g th
e M

ered
ith

 m
arch

 in
 Ju

n
e. C

s. :-
d 19t16. 

Jam
es M

eredith had been shot and w
ounded shortly L.:22..7 i .:XCL11 a 

220-m
ile "

M
arch

 A
gain

st F
ear"

 from
 M

em
p

h
is. T

e=
__ jaee...--eoc. 

M
iss. H

e had hoped to em
bolden B

lacks to register ant 
to dem

onstrate the right of B
lacks to m

ove freely in tie 	
C

r the 
d

ay after th
e assassin

ation
 attem

p
t, th

e lead
ers of ±

 m
ew

 m
il 

hts organizations, D
r. K

ing of the SC
L

C
; R

oy W
T

hose. N
A

A
C

P
: 

W
hitn

ey
 Y

o
u

n
g
, J

r., N
a
tio

n
a
l U

rb
a
n

 L
ea

g
u

e ; F
a
st Ilk

r sassiek. 
O

O
R

E
 ; an

d
 S

tok
ely C

arm
ich

ael, S
N

C
C

, con
verged

 It Ib
is kis to 

p
ick

 u
p

 M
ered

ith
's m

arch
. D

r. K
in

g attem
p

ted
 to ask

 liar b
e- 

tw
een

 th
e m

ilitan
cy of S

N
C

C
 an

d
 C

O
R

E
 an

d
 th

e m
o t 	

u
cim

 of 
th

e N
A

A
C

P
 a

n
d

 th
e U

rb
a
n

 L
ea

g
u

e. D
u

rin
g
 th

e iY
s K

a
-ra

h
 

m
arch, how

ever, the differing view
s of K

in
g
  a

n
d

 C
a
m

 iaseL
 be m

e 
in

creasin
gly ap

p
aren

t. T
h

e S
C

L
C

 p
resid

en
t con

tim
ed

 ad
vesare 

n
on

violen
ce, coop

eration
 w

ith
 w

h
ites an

d
 racial im

ersr.. w
h

ile 
C

arm
ichael ur ged

 
 

B
lack

s to resist th
eir w

h
ite "

op
p

rra sal-w
ise 

pc w
er." 

T
h

e m
arch

ers reach
ed

 th
eir d

estin
ation

. Jack
son

, of. „foe W
h

ile 
M

ered
ith

 an
d

 K
in

g ad
d

ressed
 th

e m
arch

ers, it w
as C

om
es_ plea 

for B
lack

s to b
u

ild
 a p

ow
er stru

ctu
re "

so stron
g th

e vs v77: '-'gig 
th

em
 [w

h
ites] to th

eir k
n

ees every tim
e th

ey m
ess v 	

tin
t at- 

tracted
 th

e m
ost atten

tion
. In

 Ju
ly 1966, C

O
R

E
 1L

itora 
B

lack 
P

ow
er" rather than integration as its goal. T

he N
A

A
C

P
 .

slooriated 
itself from

 the "B
lack P

ow
er" doctrine. 

U
rban riots in 1968 by angry and frustrated B

lacks m
e la em

pire 
to th

e m
agn

itu
d

e of th
e W

atts not a year earlier, but ',airier m
ead

 
to m

ore cities, 43 for th
e year, in

clu
d

in
g W

ash
in

gew
. 

m
ore, D

ayton
, S

t.. L
ou

is, B
rook

lyn
, C

levelan
d

. lE
araziase. an

d
 

A
tlan

ta. B
y th

e en
d

 of th
e su

m
m

er, 7 p
erson

s w
ere 
	

 aw
n-  400 

in
tu

red
, 3,000 arrested

; p
rop

erty d
am

age w
as estim

sasi. z over 
m

illion. 
1967 w

as a year of w
id

esp
read

 u
rb

an
 violen

ce, su
m

m
ed

 lir sam
e 

B
lack

 m
ilitan

t lead
ers w

h
ile ab

h
orred

 b
y m

od
erates vie oar the ap- 

n
 

_
 
-
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risin
g as u

ltim
ately cou

n
terp

rod
u

ctive to B
lack

 in
terests, It ap

p
eared

 
to som

e that the phase of the B
lack protest m

ovem
ent characterized by 

n
on

violen
t d

em
on

stration
s led

 b
y D

r. K
in

g w
as coalin

g to an
 en

d
. 

M
an

y civil righ
ts lead

ers th
ou

gh
t violen

t u
p

h
eaval O

w
-citab

le. In
 an

 
A

pril 16, 1(_'`.7, , n
ew

s -con
feren

ce. D
r. K

in
g 	

th
at at least 1

0
 

cities "
cou

ld
 exp

lod
e in

 racial violen
ce th

is su
m

m
er."

 
U

rb
an

 racial violen
ce d

id
 p

lagu
e over 100 cities in 1967. D

uring the 
sp

rin
g, m

in
or d

istu
rb

an
ces h

ad
 occu

rred
 in

 O
m

ah
a, L

ou
isville, C

leve-
lan

d
, C

h
icago. S

an
 F

ran
cisco, W

ich
ita, N

ash
ville, an

d
 H

ou
ston

. T
h

en
 

in
 Ju

n
e, B

oston
 an

d
 T

am
p

a exp
erien

te3 seriou
s d

isord
ers. T

h
e m

ost 
d

evastatin
g riot sin

ce W
atts in

 1965 occu
rred

, h
ow

ever, in
 N

ew
ark

, 
from

 Ju
n

e 12 to 17, 1967, an
 ou

tb
u

rst th
at resu

lted
 in

 2,5 d
eath

s. 1,200 
p

erson
s in

ju
red

. an
d

 over 1.300 arrested
. T

h
e follow

in
g m

on
th

 D
etroit 

w
as th

e site of th
e w

orst u
rb

an
 race riot of th

e d
ecad

e, on
e th

at left 43 
d

ead
, over 2.000 in

ju
red

 an
d

 m
ore th

an
 3.800 arrested

. R
iotin

g con
-

tin
u

ed
 arou

n
d

 th
e cou

n
try, w

ith
 ou

tb
reak

s in
 P

h
oen

ix. W
ash

in
gton

, 
D

.C
., an

d
 N

ew
 H

aven
, am

on
g oth

er cities. A
ccord

in
g to a rep

ort of 
th

e S
en

a
te P

erm
a
n

en
t C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 In

v
estig

a
tio

n
s relea

sed
 in

 
N

ovem
ber 1967. 75 m

ajor riots occurred in that year, com
pared w

ith 21 
in

 1966; 83 w
ere k

illed
 in

 1967, com
p

ared
 w

ith
 11 in

 1966 an
d

 36 in
 

1965. 
O

n
 Ju

ly 27, 1967. P
resid

en
t Joh

n
son

 estab
lish

ed
 th

e N
ation

al A
d

-
v
iso

ry
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 o

n
 C

iv
il D

iso
rd

ers, ch
a
ired

 b
y
 Illin

o
is G

o
v
. 

O
tto K

ern
er. to in

vestigate th
e origin

s of th
e d

istu
rb

an
ces an

d
 to m

ak
e 

recom
m

endations to prevent or contain such outbursts. O
n July 26, D

r. 
K

in
g, w

ith
 R

oy W
ilk

in
s, W

h
itn

ey Y
ou

n
g, an

d
 A

. P
h

ilip
 R

an
d

olp
h

, 
issu

ed
 a statem

en
t from

 N
A

A
C

P
 h

ead
q

u
arters callin

g on
 B

lack
s to 

refrain
 from

 riotin
g an

d
 u

rgin
g th

em
 to w

ork
 tow

ard
 im

p
rovin

g th
eir 

situ
ation

 th
rou

gh
 p

eacefu
l m

ean
s. 

V
iolen

ce flared
 early in

 1968 as stu
d

en
ts at S

ou
th

 C
arolin

a S
tate 

C
ollege, on

 F
eb

ru
ary 5, organ

ized
 te p

rotest again
st segregation

 at a 
lo

cal b
o
w

lin
g
 alley

. F
o
llo

w
in

g
 th

e arrests o
f sev

eral d
em

o
n
strato

rs 
on

 tresp
assin

g ch
arges, a clash

 b
etw

een
 stu

d
en

ts an
d

 p
olice left eigh

t 
in

ju
red

. O
n

 F
eb

ru
ary 8, ren

ew
ed

 con
flicts on

 th
e cam

p
u

s led
 to th

e 
sh

ootin
g d

eath
s of th

ree B
lack

 stu
d

en
ts. T

h
e b

ow
lin

g alley w
as u

lti-
m

ately in
tegrated

'  b
u

t on
ly after th

e N
ation

al G
u

ard
 w

as called
 in

. 
S

till, sp
orad

ic d
isru

p
tion

s C
on

tin
u

ed
. 

O
n

 F
eb

ru
ary 29, a joltin

g su
m

m
ary of th

e fin
al rep

ort of th
e N

a-
tion

al A
d

visory C
om

m
ission

 on
 C

ivil D
isord

ers w
as m

ad
e p

u
b

lic. T
h

e 
C

om
m

ission
 fou

n
d

 th
at th

e u
rb

an
 riots of 1967 w

ere n
ot th

e resu
lt of 

an
y organ

ized
 con

sp
iracy, as fearfu

l w
h

ites h
ad

 ch
arged

, R
ath

er, it 
con

clu
d

ed
 th

at th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates w

as "
m

ovin
g tow

ard
 tw

o sep
arate 

societies, on
e B

lack
, on

e w
h

ite—
sep

arate an
d

 u
n

eq
u

al."
 T

h
e rep

ort 
W

arned that frustration and resentm
ent resulting from

 brutalizing In-
eq

u
ality an

d
 w

h
ite racism

 w
ere fosterin

g violen
ce b

y B
lack

s. T
h

e 
C

om
m

ission
 su

ggested
 th

at th
e N

ation
 attack

 th
e root of th

e p
rob

lem
s 

th
at led

 to violen
ce th

rou
gh

 a m
assive fin

an
cial com

m
itm

en
t to p

ro-
gram

s d
esign

ed
 to im

p
rove h

ou
sin

g, ed
u

cation
, an

d
 em

p
loym

en
t op

-
p

ortu
n

ities. T
h

is ad
vice w

as sign
ifican

t b
ecau

se it cam
e n

ot from
 m

ili-
tan

ts, b
u

t from
 m

od
erates su

ch
 as Illin

ois G
overn

or an
d

 C
om

m
ission

 
C

h
airm

an
 K

ern
er, N

ew
 Y

ork
 C

ity M
ayor an

d
 C

om
m

ission
 V

ice 
C

h
airm

an
 Joh

n
 V

. L
in

d
say, N

A
A

C
P

 execu
tive b

oard
 ch

airm
an

 R
oy 

W
ilk

in
s and Senator E

dw
ard W

. B
rooke of M

assachusetts. In the con- 
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elusion of its report, the C
om

m
ission quoted the testim

ony of social 
psychologist D

. K
en

n
eth

 B
. C

lark
, w

h
o referred

 to th
e rep

orts of 
earlier violw

. e-e rornm
issions 

I real unr report • * • of the 1919 rice in C
hicago, and it 

is as if : w
ire reading the report of the ince-R

ig - m
ing 'com

m
it-

tee on t H
arlem

 riot of 1935, the report of the investigating 
com

m
it:tee of the H

arlem
 riot of 1943. the report of the M

c-
C

one C
ee -ri----eion on the W

atts riot. 
I nue-, candor say to you m

em
bers of this C

om
m

ission : 
it is a

 	
of A

lice in W
onderland, w

ith the sam
e m

oving 
picture rethow

n over and over again. the m
ine recom

m
enda-

tions. sr.:: - 21e sam
e inaction. 

B
lack le.ai-zrs generally felt vindicated by the report. O

n M
arch 4. 

1968. D
r. 1 s .;es.cribed it as "a physician's w

arning of approaching 
d

eath
 [of A

i7J-:7'.C
ID

 society] w
ith

 a p
rescrip

tion
 to life. T

h
e d

u
ty of 

every A
m

er_ 	
is to ad

m
in

ister th
e rem

ed
y w

ith
ou

t regard
 for th

e 
cost and w

it 	
delay." 

In D
ecem

b
er 1967 D

r. K
in

g h
ad

 an
n

ou
n

ced
 p

lan
s for a m

assive 
cam

paign of civil disobedience in W
ashington to pressure the F

ederal 
G

overnm
ent to provide jobs and incom

e for all A
m

ericans. In m
id- 

M
arch. he 	

his attention from
 this P

oor P
eople's C

am
paign to 

a strik
e of s an

on
 w

ork
ers in

 M
em

p
h

is. T
erm

.. an
d

 th
u

s b
egan

 h
is 

la
st p

ea
cefu

l "
d

e. T
E

S
 R

O
A

D
 T

O
 M

E
M

P
H

IS
. 3 

A
 quest ftr w

orld peace and an end to econom
ic deprivation for all 

A
m

erican viva .m
s, regardless of race, w

ere upperm
ost in D

r. K
ing's 

m
in

d
 d

u
rin

g th
e last year of h

is life, as m
an

ifested
 b

y h
is stau

n
ch

 
opposition to the V

ietnam
 w

ar and his P
oor P

eople's C
am

paign. an  
effort d

esip
eE

 to d
ram

atize th
e scou

rge of p
overty in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates. In
 !arch

 1968. h
e in

terru
p

ted
 h

is p
lan

n
in

g of th
e P

oor 
P

eople's M
a rrl on W

ashington to travel to M
em

phis, T
enn.. w

here he 
h

op
ed

 to arreize a n
on

violen
t cam

p
aign

 to assist th
e p

oorly p
aid

, 
m

ostly M
eer san

itation
 w

ork
ers w

h
o w

ere on
 strik

e for b
etter p

ay, 
b

etter w
orld

 con
d

ition
s, an

d
 recogn

ition
 of th

eir u
n

ion
. 

B
y 1967 A

m
erican forces in V

ietnam
 had grow

n to over 500,000, 
and m

ore tbaz 6.000 A
m

ericans had died in the escalating Southeast 
A

sian confficr-.41 O
pposition to U

.S. in
volvem

en
t in

 V
ietn

am
 h

ad
 

b
egu

n
 to ireeed

fy D
r. K

in
g w

as am
on

g th
ose w

h
o called

 for dis-
engagem

ent an; peaceful settlem
ent,. 

T
he press pointed to D

r. K
ing's address at N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity's R

iver-
sid

e C
h

u
n

ia at A
p

ril 4, 1967, as th
e tim

e w
h

en
 th

e S
C

L
C

 p
resid

en
t 

publicly dier_losecl his opposition to the V
ietnam

 w
ar, even though 

h
e h

ad
 m

ad
e sim

ilar statem
en

ts an
d

 h
ad

 b
een

 u
rgin

g a n
egotiated

 
settlem

ent am
ore early 1965. (5) H

e attacked the foreign policy of the 
Johnson editirristration, em

phasizing the connection betw
een w

aste-
fu

l m
ilitary en

d
in

g an
d

 its h
arm

fu
l effect on

 th
e p

oor, as social 
p

rogram
s w

ere d
rop

p
ed

 in
 favor of V

ietn
am

-related
 exp

en
d

itu
res. 

H
e w

arned that this pattern w
as an indication of the "approaching 

spiritual death' of the N
ation. D

r. K
ing described the U

nited States 
as th

e "
 	

purveyor of violence in the w
orld today," and said 

that the 11 	
proportion of fatalities am

ong B
lack soldiers in V

iet- 


