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The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General

Department of Justice .. L
Washington, D. C. 20535 .

-
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Dear Mr. Attorney General:

I appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and
bPropose to discuss the following items:

l) To continue even a threshhold investigation, it
1% is necessary thaF our staff have access to the unclassified - r
-0 XMmaterials in the custody of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

|
it tion. Consequently, we would appreciate your removing any r
lv//ﬂ impediments to these materials. B
Ag wo“‘\' i
2) So that we might continue our investigation as
31“5”/kexpeditiously as possible when reconstituted, it is important
V.oxJ that we discuss the procedures for security clearances of our
L+ staff, so that we might obtain access to classified materials
1W%:2- at the appropriate time. -
'3) Certain materials are extremely vital which are F
presently in the custody of the Justice Department and the -
Federal Bureau of Investigation, pertaining to the investiga- -
tion into the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. According- .
ly, we would respectfully request that you provide our staff
with the following information:
" .2) Reports, memoranda, statements, etc.
3 n concerning Miami Police Intelligence and .
. WILLIE AUGUSTUS SOMERSETT =
G- b) Prison records, arrest records, reports, R
= memoranda, statements, etc. concerning b
JOHN LARRY RAY [-
a/k/a Johnny Larry Ray f
dob 2/14/1931 W
,?‘L' €) Prison records, arrest records, reports, -
. memoranda, statements, etc. concerning |
GERALD RAY i F
a/k/a Jerry W. Ray
dob 7/16/1935
Al # A5 .'
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Reports, memoranda, etc. on JAMES EARL RAY

concerning:

(1) - Automobile licensing,

(2) Automobile insurance,

(3)" Driver's licensing,

(4) Birmingham bank safety deposit box,

(5) Touisiana Department of Motor Vehicles

(6) Investigation of Canadian movements
and whereabouts,

(7) Investigation of:Canadian passports.

Report of the Department of Justice Task Force
to review the FBI Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Security and Assassination Investigations -
Appendix B - Interview Memoranda.

. t
Most urgently, I request that any and all

ipformation in the possession of both afore-
mentioned agencies with respect to the following
names or any variations of these names be made
available to the Committee as soon as possible:

i~

The Select Committee is aware that the Bureau's
MURKIN files contain most of the investigative
data related to the King assassination. Never-
theless, we solicit your cooperation in assuring
that the agency's response to the aforcmentioned
requests will include all information in any
additional files, here in Washington or in the
Bureau's field offices.

I respectfully request that any and all indices
in the possession of the Bureau or the Justice
Department's Task Force related to the King
assassination be made available to the Seclect

Committee.
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Additionally, I request that Department of Justice At-
torney Michael Shaheen meet with members of the staff of our _
Commnittee to discuss the Department of Justice Task Force to re-
view the FBI Martin Luther King, Jr., Security and Assassination

Investigations.

I thank you in advance

for your anticipated cooperation.

Sincezely,

—_—




AGENDA OF MEETING !

GENERAL MATTERS:

Levi l?"'""'“":l

WITH A ppr—
A?J*V"x-
ATTORNEY GENERAL GRIFFIN BELL
: %
=
Access Lo unclassified FBI material. — o« oﬂj 00 His l
M;‘.—-f'd'.'r-t;f-'-
[PESY \v &.\ M—L'uﬂ'

Establish procedures for and expedite security

; clearances. 15,2 av antbas S
Z o e
: MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. '
91}’yi. Authorization for Michael Shaheen to meet with Committee
M) o devA .. Staff regarding Justice Department report on the
ﬂwqt”“ assassination of Dr. King.
Lo YN
o 72, Appendix B - Interview Memoranda of Task Force Report

on assassination.

Gopies of indices of FBI or Justice Department Task
Force related to King assassination.

Specific requests for information.
From any source: '

a) Reports, memoranda, statements, etc. concerning
Miami Police Intelligence and Willie Augustus
Somersett;

B) Prison records, arrest records, reports, memoranda,
statements, etc. concerning John Larry Ray
a/k/a Johnny Larry Ray
dobh 2/14/1931

@) Prison records, arrest records, reports, memoranda,
statements, etc. concerning Gerald Ray
a/k/a Jerry W. Ray
dob 7/16/1935

Reports, memoranda, etc. on James Earl Ray concerning:

(¥) Automobile licensing,

(2) Automobile insurance,

(3) Driver's licensing,

(4) Birmingham bank safety deposit box,

(5) Louisiana Department of Motor Vehicles,

(6) Investigation of Canadian movements and
whereabouts,

(7) Investigation of Canadian passports.
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3 FBI and Justice Departments continuing investigations ﬁ’
of Kennedy and King assassinations and relationship pom—
with Select Committee |
: : . |
a. Problem of simultaneous investigation :
3 b. Coordination and cooperation
; ) - [—
1. Notification to Select Committee ) R

of .current FBI investigative steps ' ' - 8 R
2. Timing of notification

IA. FBI Request for test bullets from Archives
II. Liaison prockdures with Justice Department

III. Addition épecific information of King case

a. Reports, memoranda, etc., on James Earl Ray's
trip from California to New Orleans and
Justice Department analysis of Louis Lomax
articles on trip.

b. Reports, memoranda, etc., on Ray aliases:
s Paul Brldgman, George Ramon Sneyd, John wlllard, )
James O'Connor, Eric S. Galt. - o e
|

._c. Alabama Department of Motor Vehicle records TR
relative to Eric S. Galt. : : .

d. FBI Forenéic Reports

e. ‘Information on Cliffton E. Baird, Louisville, Kentucky -

™
DY

/? IV. The Matter of Stanley Pottinger meeting with Committee staff.

AL All reports and memoranda relative to the FBI surveillance
of Dr. King and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.
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i Special Counsel to the Attorney General 23
ST Status Report LS - g
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ks . The Attorney General PSR )
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:h
This is to brief you on the steps I have taken in T
establishing and conducting liaisoq with the House Select
» Committee on Assassinations. In accordance with my conversa-

UNITED STATES GOVERN

e memorandum

REPLY TO

“tion with Mike Kelly, it is my present intention to provide you

(i
e

with such reports approximately every two weeks.

I have met personally with the Chairman and the ranking
minority member of the full Committee and with the Chairman
of the Subcommittee on the Kennedy assassination matter and
will meet in the very near future with the Chairman of the
King Subcommittee. 'I informed each of the gentlemen that it
is the Department's desire to be cooperative and as open and
candid as we can possibly be and that in those areas where
there are disagreements I will make every attempt to explain
fully our position and to work the matter out consistent with
their interests and the needs of the Department. These
meetings, being the first, were cordial and of no great import.

I have agreed to expand the nunber of individuals to be
given priority clearances to approximately 12-15 in order to
take care of the major staff positions of the full Committee
and the major staff positions for each Subcommittee. The

Chairman of the Committee executed the Agreement of Understanding

concerning the use to which information developed by the
clearance procedures would be put and which you had previously

executed and the Bureau has initiated a number of these clearances.

I have been informally advised by the Security Director for
the Committee staff that the Committee may wish to ultimately
request clearances for as many as 80-90 members of the staff.
It is my intent, should the number of requested clearances go
significantly beyond 15-20 positions to raise the question of
reimbursement by the Committee for the costs of the clearance
procedures for people other than the most essential staff.

cc: Records
RLK

o

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
Al # 27 (HEV. 7-76)

MENT

[

.-
B
- .

e TS st T e

.1v
t

|

w0

..
- ¢

il T

OPTICHAL FORM NO. 10

GSAFPMR(41CFt)101-11.8

ALID-11Y ?

i how o -

- ——

.
~ . 1 Ao -

. F Y o - =
o I Sk Y L o S : . : soac coew Lt A S Sl
o i R S | S

T by —



=%

In numerous conferences with Committee staff we have
worked out generally procedures to be followed in processing
the Committee's requests for information. I have required
that all requests be signed by the Chairman and that the number
of individuals in the staff who would contact either me or
the designated Burcau representatives be limited to approximately
four people. After consultation with the Committce staff and
Bureau representatives, I have set up a procedure for providing
. the Committee with information relating to any ongoing investi-
‘gations in their areas of interest and have agreed that in
'5pecial circumstances I will, after .consultation with the :
Bureau, direct special notification on a priority basis when
appropriate.

Y%

& r

1

In response to questions from the Chairman of the
Committee relayed by Committee Counsel, I stated that the
Department is not and will not conduct a full de novo investi-

= gation into either the King or Kennedy assassinations but that
our investigative efforts will be limited solely to exploring
any new allegations or leads which may develop. The Committee
staff has stated that they will provide us promptly with any
information involving criminal activities.

TR T

After numerous attempts to develop a full set of written
procedures to cover all contingencies, I have concluded that
the appropriate method.to follow is to process each request on
an ad hoc basis. Those materials that can be provided will,
of course, be provided and those areas in which I determine
that information cannot be provided to the Committee staff
because it involves extremely sensitive national security
information or information otherwise critical to our investi-
gative efforts, I will notify the appropriate Chairman, either
the Chairman of the full Committee or the Chairman of the
appropriate Subcommittee and explain the Department's concerns.
Should these gentlemen disagree with my judgment then the
matter, of course, will have to be referred to you for decision.
I believe suchmaterial will constitute a very minute amount of
the materials requested and will make every effort to make
your necessary participation in these decisions as limited as
possible.
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The, Burcau and I are presently processing the lists of
requests made by the Committee in the Chairman's letter to
You of March 9. This will include among other things making .
_Mr. Pottinger and Mr. Shaheen available for interviews with
the staff and producing the interview reports related to the
King Task Force report. At the present I see no problems in
providing the items that they have requested to date.

As you are aware the Committee received information that

; @ Louisville police officer claimed he was approached by FBI
agents to kill Dr. King. The Committee has obtained a tape
from the officer which is allegedly of this conversation. .
The Bureau was authorized to interview the police officer in
the presence of the United States Attorney, however, the police
pfficer, Mr. Baird, has refused to be interviewed by gbe Bureau.
The Committee has agreed to provide the tape. recording for
duplication by the Bureau and_have further agreed to maintain
strict custody control of the tape so that the necessary chain
of custody could be established should the tape possibly be
ever used as evidence. 2
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IEPLY TO
ATTHOF:

SUBJECT:

TO:

X0 W 1377 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
I

memorondum

Vu J

DATE: W/
obert L. Keuch

Special Counsel to the Attorney General RLK:mal

House Select Committee on Assassinations

Director .
Federal Burcau of Investigations

This is in partial response to your memorandum
of April 28, 1977. In that memorandum you informed
the Attorney General that the -Bureau would refer
all allegations relating to the investigations of
the assassinations of JDr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and President John F. Kennedy, for Departmental
consideration as to whether any investigation is
required of the FBI. As you are aware those matters
relating to the President -Kennedy assassination are
referred to thk Criminal Division, while those mat ters
related to Dr. King's assassination are referred
to the Civil Rights Division and the Office of
Professional Responsibility; all such reports, however,
are directed to my attention in addition to this
distribution.

This is to confirm that, absent a specific
request from the Department, either by the Civil
Rights Division, the Criminal Division, the Office
of Professional Responsibility, or myself, no
further investigation of the allegations which you
are reporting related to these two assassination
investigations is required or requested by the
Department. I have discussed this procedure personally
with representatives of the Civil Rights Division
and the Office of Professional Responsibility and
confirm that this procedure is understood by and
satisfactory to that Division and Office, as well
as to the Criminal Division.

cc: Mike Kelly

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan . @ @ wo. 10

(i4ev. 7-786)

:SA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

A G #CBD L01-112

ey Lo 7 . -
,_’Mshu-ig EATe Bl o P ey, O IR . .- st el gLt LSLIE B * el . ST
T ..




P " UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
CT3 197 . |
S memorandum

\ .
REPLY TO Rob&rt L. Keuch RLK:mal

i Special Counsel to the Attorney General
SUBJECT: House Select Committee on Assassinations - Status Report

To: The Attorney General

This is to provide you with an overall summary of the
* proceedings to date involving the Department of Justice
¢ compliance with requests made by the House 'Select Committee
on Assassinations.- "

In general I feel we have been extremely cooperative
with the Committee. I would like to note that the FBI has
in my judgment been doing an outstanding job in processing
the various requests made by the Committee. To date the
Bureau has processed for Committee access, approximately 650
sections of their files concerning the Martin Luther King
- investigation and the John F. Kennedy assassination investiga-
tion. 1In addition to this they are in the process of reviewing
approximately 150 sections of field office files which will
be made available for Committee review in the very near future.

In addition to my general observation, however, I believe
a few individual matters shauld be brought to your attention:

(1) With my authority the Bureau has made available
for the Committee's use a mock-up which had been prepared ()
of the assassination site in Memphis which relates, of course, i
to the King investigation. We have provided this to the
Committee on a "loan" basis.

(2) After consultation with the Office of Legal Counsel
it has been determined that the records which had been forwarded
to the Criminal Division by the Rockefeller Commission under
specific limitations imposed by President Ford, should be
transmitted to the Archivist of the United States for permanent
storage. This is being accomplished by letters of agreement
which will reserve to the Department of Justice the right to
access upon your authority or the authority of the Deputy
Attorney General. The Committee had requested access to numerous
Rockefeller documents and these requests will now be handled
in normal course by the Archivist.

' ] - .
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In addition to what I conside
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r these positive results,

there is one matter in which your participation may be necessary
and I have made this the subject of a separate memorandum

Previously forwarded.

to whether or not the C
to a random selection o
files as a means of che

process we are applying.
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Briefly stated, this is the issue as
ommittee staff will be permitted access
f the raw documents in the Bureau's

cking on the validity of the excision
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