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C. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director. Rouse Select Committee is I  AIMPASSiallt 01111 	 dated Ma 23 197$ uhl 	of to the RSCII  
s r armee is to five I Reedgearters oinED informant files which W. Ilakey reviewed on May 17, 107$. These files involve 

five informants of the itenphis Office of the Fla who furuielled information - on various racial netters during the approxinsto tine of the assassination -of Martin Luther Zing, Sr., including information about the Invaders, a 
Memphis youth gang. 
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Mr. Blakey vas granted access to these fit 	on the 
BSCA's request of ril 12 1978. Other than statt 

his request of ered no other reasons for the BSCA'a need to review these informant files. Yowever, based is s discussion between Mr. Blakey and a representative of the FBI's Legal Counsel Division, Mr. Blakeyadvised that the  

- G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA 
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• • - 	tort/is:a, the Department of 	id iside itia040141 essassinetiott dnd security investigation* of 	piasiwde0 then -,,,,,perr! was no evidence that the activities of these lOtoroanto taiiitla to Iles or. wars in soy oar toOnectod with his 4,04reieltiotesc4;-,T;41<?-  ..1,04%,4!*.r.,r4 7 . 	 • 	' 	 ; 	̀4. 	1/4.1 lelpits the evelVhabaing evtlei;CIrdisprOitniiovealie r, 'tion„ this Bureau, in an effort to cooperate with the ESC& as fully me ..775.1 possible and after very careful deliberation, decided to asks the YBIHQ informant files available only to Mr. Blakey with all informent identifyiai data excised. This decision on the part of the Bureau was not meant to serve as a precedent for the RSCA to request the field office files on the same informants nor for that matter to sake available the files of other informants which may be of interest to the Committee. If, in 
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Honorable Louis S. Stokes 

fact, the purpose in reviewing these file* is to determine whether these informants acted as 'agent provocateurs,'  this Bureau is 11014, than willing to furnish a *Worn affidavit denying this allegation. 

In referenced letter, lit. Blakey stated the procedure by which he was permitted access to BIM informant files 'was unacceptable. It should be noted that Mr. Blakey agreed to these conditions, but prior to the review, requested that member* of his staff also be given *toess to those files. Because some RSCA staff members were familiar with our substantive tile on the Invaders, it was necessary to decline mr. Blakey's request since this knowledge posed an additional threat to out informants' identities. 

As you can fully understand, the Ilene of permitting outside parties to review informant files of the FBI is a very delicate one. It is vital to protect our confidential informants because ye may be dealing with the lives and safety of these informants and loostato of their families. If it becomes general knowledge that IBI informants' files are being opened to outside parties, informant privilege is threatened and our informant development program can be severely hampered. You can appreciate that an Agent in the Field may be unable to develop a confidential relationship with an individual if the agency involved cannot protect the contents of that informant's file. 
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NOTE: By Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum dated 4-27-78, it was approved 
to allow Blakey access to files of informants who furnished information 
concerning the Invaders. This action was taken in hope of satisfying 
the.HSCA that our informants were not responsible for violence which 
occurred during the Sanitation Workers Strike in Memphis. After Mr. Blakey 
reviewed these files, as reported in Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum 	- 
dated 5-19-78, Blakey stated he found no evidence that any of our informants 
acted as "agent provocateurs." However, he followed with an additional 
request to see the informants' Field Office files. . 

Representatives of the Congressional Inquity Unit, the Legal 
Counsel Division, and the Top Echelon and Criminal Informant Unit, 
Criminal Investigative Division, are in total agreement that we should 
go no further to answer HSCA's demands for informant files in this 
matter and that Mr. Blakey's request should be denied. Mr. Reuch concurred, 
based on discussion with D. O. Coulson, Legal Counsel Division, on 
5-30-78. 

On 6-1-78, SA Buryl Johnson, Memphis Office, was advised of 
the above. Based on his knowledge of the situation, Memphis would be 
willing and capable of submitting a sworn affidavit concerning this 
allegation. 

This letter completes response to HSCA's request dated 5-23-78. 
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