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Dear Professor Wilkes, 

1/30/96 

It is a remarkable coincidence that your article on Hasty's booKreached me 

the day I finishee about 70,000 words on it for the record fat history. ft confirmed 

t. me that some of his fes would be persuasive even among some who have some fami-

liarity with the subject matter but IA not in the most intimate detail. HostY's is 
i think the moat determinedly dishonest of all the bad books on thelssassination. I 

do not recall a single thing in it that is new and dopeedable. And it is dominated, 

as he is, by hiu etrokly-held political beliefs that are irrational. 

Even his title is a lie. He wa.. iraken off the cswald case as soon as the 

police learned from Oswald, in Hosty's presence, that Oswald had loft that letter 

fthr lam. Later he was used for a fee Ade and ends on Usweld's background. Yet the . 

book refers to him as "the lead investigator," too. TintiV-f-/111-eiet.'d.-.tV-aa 

There mover was any proof that Kontikov was a wet he-h jobs expert. The 

CIA's own recorde admit that was a presumption only by those wild political nits 
if the;; had in Mexico, which is 0 lona' and separate story[. They, withmambassador Mann, 

War tried hard to wee theesassination am a means of getting Wolfed War III started. 

Dut if he had been, Oswald did not "sett" Kostikov. It was another consul who mey 

lgso have been MOB, as so many of ours are GIa, and the Hosty mind could, of course 

say it mkkee no differrence; they allare. 

Nechiporonko was part of the money-maldng so many in the USSR wont in for as 

soon as they saw the potential. The KGB in/7inskl okinned Schiller and that have 

the also greedy Mailer his disat
4  
er. I've a long manuscript on that for the record for 

history. The initial reports on the ;lechiporenko book made it clear it was fiction to 
coronorcialize the market ado I aid not get it. 

There is much that is ,rong with Ileeman's book. I do not have the time to go 
into all of it. lie knows butter than tho Duran story he tells. 4" know that because 
not being able to travel and thue not havighad acmes to all the records I still 
have what leaves that without question, the CIA's Box 57 at the archives, a summary of 
all Mexico City stationemmunications to and from hoadquaerters. That alleged Duran 

condession of having had sex with Oswald as beaten nut of her when she waerrested, 

with no charge at all, by the Mexican police, who did that twice at the demand of the 

Ci4 httshots. That scared even CIA Ht but its warning got there too late to avoid 

the second be. tine up. Yet based on this Pewman says that Castro was "implicated! in 

the assassinationC 



Newman is wrong on the 	nguior, Odio and other stories, too, and his basic 

New Orleans line is fictional, that Oswald as "underground" until that -"ringuier 

business that in ad.ition Newman misdqtes. Oswald was never n undergaiund" in any 

sense. 

All of these people. each beginning with his cilwn preconceptions that usualy 
A 

are political, ignore what is most obvious in their attributing the assassination to 

the Cubans or the Soviets, and that begins with the solution to the 0uha missile 

crisis of 1962.T at .bat to the world ended when MK guaranteed Cuba against any 

invasion. That public unslmaice Khruschev could not make, the reason, one of th e 

reasons he but those missiles there. There simply is no way that ..;Issito would knock 

off his only real protector. 

That crisis ended with the beginning of Kohody's and Khruschev's groping to-

ward peace, which each wanted very much. They changed some 40 letters the Soviets 

have been willing to discloe but our Statel Department is holding some back. There 

is simply no chance in the world that Khruschvo any more than Lastroft4bferred the 

.11 	Johns° to the dove Kennedy. 

I take time for a little more on Newman, whose book does not connect Oswald 

with the CIA. 

He was here, by invitation, for Thanksgivina two or throe years alp, before 

he did his book, after his fine 4estimony to the Conyers committee on restosing the 

faith of the-74115 people, which irliked. He spent several hours just giving me the eye, 

rather openly for a man who all those year in intelligence. I told him of a record 

had that was stolen and how he could replace it, the real? number the Texans age 

the Commission, It was notb172, shich Lonnie iludidno told me he'd made up. kit was 

110669. he was excited when ho called me the following Monday to tell me he'd 

found ittractly where I'd told him in the Commission's records. (e did not send me the 

copy he'd promised. f—ai.-67also'showed him the proof I have from the Navy that Oswald 

had CRYPTO clearan,:e. It waayright at out copier and when I started to make a copy he 

told me not to, that he'd giet his own. There is no mention in Newmanie book of either 

that number nankin kept secret or of Osk'ald'a high clearances as a marina. Crypto 

required '2oplecret. 

Also by coincidence I had a call yesterday from a man who describes himself as 

a retired merino officer. hb was closeo Oswald's age and was in the Jacksonville 

class behind Oswald. Instead of being sent to Keesler from there he was sent to I 

think he said killington, in Tennessee, foa '..he same training. he did exactly the 

same work Oswald did and he had, had to have for it, CRYPTO and Top Secret clear;a 

eases. lie said ha would write me more on this. lie knew Oswald at Santa Ana but 
not intimately. They rode the bum to work togother.iLd'y 4-4°  "1->1414,C6 
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<...- - In the course of pretending to Jit make the investigation it never made the 
government went inixiso many diversions and digressions thero is no limit on what 
the on loiters and commarcialiaors can get into that has nothing at all to do with 
the actualities of the crime itself. There likewise is little possibility that even those 

c 4 relatr
,
voly well informed aboutIthe ssassinatioa can know enii*gh/i teevaluate the 

clever fakes. Hostyle is rather heavy-handed and openly dishonest but almost nobddy 
can p c it all up. And when most of us are willing to believe the worst about any 
reds, real or imagined, that makes it easier for them. 

a _ 
The FBA kaiew Oswald was not a communist andeap eas in fact strongly anti-

-far Comaunijet. let Hthsty refers throught'to him as a member of the party. 
I tink it was one of the many serious tvigedies that the C4mmission coincided 

site the civil :lights Act. Russell was strongly anti-Communist and 1 believe had been 
led to believe that Usit.ald waa one. "u told me he believed 'amen appointed hi o 
the Comrnisson to ke_p dim from ,leading that fight in the Senate and that he fooled ol' 
Iiyndan by not Laving that to others and instead spending loss time on the Loomission. 

forge i believe that if he h d had the time to go into what he did not have time for 6 he 
(potted 'ha fact that *ring had been leaned on to get her to lie and that the single-
bullet theory was impossible, heYdluvro picked up much more than wad so very, very 
wrong including labelling the anti Communist uswald as a rod. It does not take all 
That time and effort, if anyone on the b(mnission had the interest, to use the 
information it had to prove that it knew that Os.ald was not and could not have been 
the assassin. Wihi: a  Russell's correct belief that the basis of the tteport was wrong 
I think that with more time he'd have gone farthur. 

'testy, by the way, is 100„L wrong on NoLenko. He an,i Newman should have been 
asking whey those in the CIA who wanted to prevent his defection wanted that so 
str4rly and risked so much in the effort. Also what basis there was in fact for all 
the incredible abuse haaped on that man,who was as genuine as could be, as not a sidle 
one of the many stories made u,.) to keep him from de&ting was. I have those records 

frotitthe FBI.The short answer on Ho5unko is:, hat 4rAhon he told us about those almost 5Q 
bugs the MIR had planted in the embassy walls that could not be detected. that was 
not throw-away information and he had tt be genuine. 

Hosty lies also in saying uew4ld wan sent to ansk where there were training 
sclools for spies and in saying that marina's uncle was of the EVD police. Ile was a 
fa roatry expert and worked in that fiTL only. .Step be step, he lies about every-
thing almost aleays ,just maldng it up.Pleasa eccuse the haste. 

Thankspandbest wishes, 

2'62 1 
'"arold Weisberg 



N
ew

 light on JF
K

 assassination 
71/ 

D
eLS

Z
evE

e 12 	
P

e
C

 / /7
?
: 

It h
as b

een
 3

2
 y

ears sin
ce th

e 
m

o
st trau

m
atic d

ay
 o

f th
e cen

tu
ry

 
fo

r th
is n

a
tio

n
—

th
a
t stu

n
n
in

g
 

F
rid

a
y
, N

o
v
. 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
, w

h
e
n
 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as assassi-
n
ated

 in
 b

ro
ad

 d
ay

lig
h
t b

y
 sn

ip
er 

fire w
h
ile b

ein
g
 d

riv
en

 in
 an

 o
p
en

 
car th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e streets o
f d

o
w

n
-

to
w

n
 D

allas. 
T

h
e case o

f th
e JF

K
 m

u
rd

er is 
far fro

m
 clo

sed
. M

assiv
e q

u
an

ti-
ties o

f im
p
o
rtan

t n
ew

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

are n
o
w

 b
ein

g
 m

ad
e p

u
b
lic o

n
 a 

re
g

u
la

r b
a
s
is

 b
y

 th
e
 J

F
K

 
A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 R

e
c
o
rd

s R
e
v
ie

w
 

B
o
ard

, w
h
ich

 w
as estab

lish
ed

 b
y
 

C
o

n
g

ress in
 1

9
9

2
. A

s a resu
lt o

f 
th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 C

o
ld

 W
a
r, o

th
e
r 

im
p

o
rtan

t d
ata is em

erg
in

g
 fro

m
 

co
u

n
tries su

ch
 as R

u
ssia, fo

rm
erly

 
b

eh
in

d
 th

e Iro
n
 C

u
rtain

. 
P

a
s
s
p

o
rt to

 A
s
s
a

s
s
in

a
tio

n
 

(1
9

9
3

), 	
b

y
 	

O
leg

 	
M

. 
N

e
c
h

ip
o

re
n

k
o

, a
 fo

rm
e
r S

o
v

ie
t 

K
G

B
 o

fficer, fu
rn

ish
es n

ew
 facts 

ab
o

u
t L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

's .  v
isits 

to
 b

o
th

 th
e U

.S
.S

.R
. an

d
 M

ex
ico

 
C

ity
. T

h
e
 a

u
th

o
r d

e
m

o
n
stra

te
s 

th
at th

e K
G

B
 th

o
u

g
h

t O
sw

ald
 w

as 
p
ro

b
a
b
ly

 a
n
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 a

g
e
n
t, 

alth
o
u
g
h
 it w

as u
n
clear fo

r w
h
o
m

 
h
e w

as w
o
rk

in
g
; th

at p
rio

r to
 N

o
v
. 

2
2
,1

9
6
3
, O

sw
a
ld

, w
h

e
th

e
r in

 
o
th

er co
u
n

tries o
r in

 th
e U

.S
., w

as 
u
n
d
er far m

o
re g

o
v
ern

m
en

t su
r-

v
e
illa

n
c
e
 th

a
n

 th
e
 C

IA
, F

B
I, o

r 
o

th
er ag

en
cies later w

o
u

ld
 ad

m
it; 

th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as n

o
t a lo

n
er, b

u
t 

rath
er an

 o
p

erativ
e w

ith
 n

u
m

er- 

o
u

s co
n

n
ectio

n
s, freq

u
en

tly
 in

 th
e 

c
o

m
p

a
n

y
 o

r v
ic

in
ity

 o
f k

n
o

w
n

 
sp

ie
s; a

n
d

 th
a
t m

a
n

y
 m

y
ste

rie
s 

re
m

a
in

 c
o

n
c
e
rn

in
g

 O
sw

a
ld

, 
in

clu
d

in
g

 h
is trip

 to
 M

ex
ico

 C
ity

 
in

 O
cto

b
er 1

9
6
3
, an

d
 h

is stay
 in

 
N

ew
 O

rlean
s th

e p
rev

io
u

s su
m

-
m

er. 
N

ech
ip

o
ren

k
o

 ad
m

its h
e d

o
es 

n
o
t k

n
o
w

 if it w
as O

sw
ald

 w
h
o
 

k
illed

 JF
K

, alth
o

u
g

h
 h

e ap
p

ears to
 

h
a
v
e
 d

o
u
b
ts. H

e
 d

o
e
s c

la
im

 
O

sw
ald

 o
n

ce b
u

ilt a b
o

m
b

 in
 h

is 
M

in
sk

 ap
artm

en
t. 

N
o
rm

a
n
 M

a
ile

r's 
O

sw
a

ld
's 

T
ale 

(1
9
9
5
), claim

s to
 p

ro
v
e th

at 
O

sw
ald

 w
as th

e o
n

ly
 assassin

 an
d

 
th

at h
e w

as a C
o

m
m

u
n

ist, a m
is-

fit, a
n

d
 a

 lo
n

e
r w

h
o

 k
ille

d
 JF

K
 

c
le

v
e
rly

 b
u
t w

ith
 a

 d
e
ra

n
g
e
d
 

m
in

d
. M

a
ile

r's m
a
ssiv

e
 w

o
rk

 
(n

e
a
rly

 8
0

0
 p

a
g

e
s) is a

 to
u

r d
e
 

fo
rc

e
, b

u
t it fa

ils to
 d

o
 w

h
a
t 

M
a
ile

r in
te

n
d

e
d

—
to

 c
o

n
v

in
c
e
 

th
at O

sw
ald

,alo
n

e d
id

 it all, th
at 

he reallY
.w

ass aR
ed

, th
at h

e sh
o
t 

JF
K

 b
ecau

se h
e w

as a m
isfit, an

d
 

th
at th

e v
ario

u
s co

n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
-

ries h
av

e n
o
 b

asis. 
N

o
 m

a
tte

r w
h

a
t M

a
ile

r sa
y

s 
ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

's rem
ark

ab
le life—

w
h

ich
 w

as filled
 w

ith
 h

ig
h

 ad
v

en
-

tu
re, far trav

els, en
co

u
n

ters w
ith

 
b

izarre ch
aracters, stran

g
e co

in
ci-

d
en

ces, an
d

 b
reath

tak
in

g
 au

d
aci-

ty
, b

u
t lasted

 o
n

ly
 2

4
 y

ears—
th

e 
a
c
tu

a
l e

v
e
n

ts in
 D

e
a
le

y
 P

la
z
a
 

m
a
k
e
 it u

n
lik

e
ly

 th
a
t th

e
re

 w
a
s 

b
u
t o

n
e assassin

. M
o
re th

an
 th

ree  

d
e
c
a
d

e
s a

fte
r th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n

tia
l 

m
o

to
rcad

e en
tered

 D
ealey

 P
laza, 

it a
p

p
e
a
rs a

lm
o
st c

e
rta

in
 th

a
t 

sh
o
ts w

ere fired
 at JF

K
's lim

o
u
sin

e 
fro

m
 se

v
e
ra

l d
iffe

re
n

t a
n

g
le

s, 
in

c
lu

d
in

g
 th

e
 rig

h
t fro

n
t. T

h
e
 

fa
m

o
u
s Z

a
p
ru

d
e
r film

 p
la

in
ly

 
sh

o
w

s th
at im

m
ed

iately
 after h

e 
su

ffered
 h

is fatal sk
u

ll sh
o

t, JF
K

's 
h

ead
 m

o
v

ed
 b

ack
w

ard
 an

d
 to

 th
e 

left, rath
er th

an
 fo

rw
ard

, as w
o

u
ld

 
h
av

e b
een

 th
e case if th

e sh
o

t h
ad

 
co

m
e fro

m
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e p
resid

en
t 

(w
h

ere O
sw

ald
 w

as). It is a p
ity

 
th

at M
ailer w

o
u

ld
 w

aste h
is tim

e 
d

e
fe

n
d

in
g

 a
 d

o
o

m
e
d

 ta
le

—
th

a
t 

th
e
re

 w
a
s
 a

 s
in

g
le

 a
s
s
a
s
s
in

, 
O

sw
ald

. 
T

h
e b

esc n
ew

 so
u
rce o

f p
u
b
-

lish
e
d
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 o

n
 th

e
 JF

K
 

assassin
atio

n
 is Jo

h
n
 N

ew
m

an
's 

O
s
w

a
ld

 a
n

d
 th

e
 C

IA
 

(1
9
9
5
), 

b
ased

 o
n

 in
terv

iew
s an

d
 recen

tly
-

released
, d

eclassified
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts. 
N

ew
m

an
 is an

 h
o

n
est ex

-m
ilitary

 
in

te
llig

e
n

c
e
 o

ffic
e
r w

h
o

 h
a
s 

re
p

ro
d

u
c
e
d

, o
r q

u
o

te
d

, d
o

c
u

-
m

e
n
ts re

le
a
se

d
 b

y
 th

e
 C

IA
 a

n
d
 

o
th

er ag
en

cies u
n

d
er th

e 1
9

9
2

 JF
K

 
R

ecords A
ct. 

In
 th

e
 a

u
th

o
r's w

o
rd

s, th
e
 

b
o
o
k
's th

esis is th
at "th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 
a k

een
 o

p
eratio

n
al in

terest in
 L

ee 
H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 fro

m
 th

e d
ay

 h
e 

d
efected

 to
 th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
." 

N
e
w

m
a
n

 a
lso

 sa
y

s th
a
t "th

e
 

C
IA

 w
a
s sp

a
w

n
in

g
 a

 w
e
b

 o
f 

d
e
c
e
p
tio

n
 a

b
o
u
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
e
e
k
s 

b
efo

re th
e p

resid
en

t's m
u
rd

er." 

T
h
e
 C

o
u
n
tle

ss g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts N
ew

m
an

 h
as p

atien
tly

 
lo

cated
, co

rrelated
, an

d
 an

aly
zed

 
m

ak
e it ex

trao
rd

in
arily

 lik
ely

 th
at 

b
eg

in
n

in
g

 as early
 as 1

9
5

9
, w

h
en

 
th

is alleg
ed

 M
arx

ist in
co

n
g
ru

o
u
s. 

ly
 jo

in
e
d

 th
e
 M

a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s, 
O

sw
ald

 w
as in

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 so

m
e so

rt 
o
f u

n
d
erco

v
er activ

ity
 fo

r th
e C

IA
, 

th
e F

B
I, an

d
 p

erh
ap

s o
th

er (fo
r-

e
ig

n
 o

r d
o

m
e
stic

) in
te

llig
e
n

c
e
 

ag
en

cies. 
R

eferrin
g
 to

 d
ep

lo
rab

le effo
rts 

o
f A

m
erican

 in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
cies 

to
 s

to
n

e
w

a
ll th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
, N

e
w

m
a
n
 a

sk
s: 

`W
h
at leg

al term
 sh

o
u
ld

 w
e u

se 
to

 d
escrib

e th
e actio

n
 o

f a g
o
v
ern

-
m

e
n
t a

g
e
n
c
y
 w

h
e
n
 it lie

s to
 a

 
p
resid

en
tially

-ap
p
o
in

ted
 in

v
esti-

g
atio

n
?" 

In
cred

ib
ly

, w
h

ereas th
e S

o
v

iet 
secret p

o
lice carefu

lly
 p

reserv
ed

 
th

eir reco
rd

s co
n
cern

in
g
 O

sw
ald

 
w

h
ile

 h
e
 w

a
s in

 th
e
ir c

o
u
n
try

, 
ev

en
 n

o
tin

g
 o

n
 h

is file itself th
at it 

w
a
s n

o
t to

 b
e
 d

e
stro

y
e
d
, b

a
c
k
 

h
e
re

 in
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s th
e
 

D
ep

artm
en

t o
f D

efen
se secretly

 
a
n
d
 in

e
x
c
u
s
a
b
ly

 d
e
s
tro

y
e
d
 

O
sw

ald
's m

ilitary
 in

tellig
en

ce file 
in

 1
9
7
3
, u

n
d
e
r c

irc
u
m

sta
n
c
e
s 

n
ev

er m
ad

e clear. 
D

onald E
. W

ilkes, Jr., is a
 p

ro
-

fessor at the U
niversity of G

eorgia 
S

c
h

o
o

l o
f la

w
. T

h
e

 o
p

in
io

n
s
 

expressed in this colum
n are not 

n
e
c
e
s
s
a
rily

 th
o
s
e
 o

f 
T

h
e 

O
b

serv
er. 

D
onald E

. W
ilkes 

r
 


