UNITED STATES DEP%RTMLNT OF JUSTICE
I.EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
In Reply. Please Refer so

Birmingham, Alabama
December 24, 1975

File No.

SENArE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL AGENT
ROBERT M. BARRETT,
DECEMBER 17, 1975
I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was interviewed by Conaittee Staff member Paul Wallach. in Room
608, Carroll Arms, Washington, D.C. The interview began
at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward.
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At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the
Committee was attempting to determine whether or not
there was any basis for reopening of the case of the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before and after the
assassination.
Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington,
D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D.
C., for this interview. Fe was told I arrived about
5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December
12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI
Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instructing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1975,
for this interview.
Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him
that I had met with Inspector,John Hotis of the Legal
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of
dizc.,:rFicn and I advised him that I had asLed Mr.
Hotis if he knew the reason why I was being interviewed by
the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not
know the reason or purpose other than it concerned my role
in the assassination investigation.
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Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Ilotis had informed me of
counsel and I stated this had been done. . Mr.
to
right
my
Wallach then advised me of my right to counsel and my right
to refuse to answer any questions. I advised Mr. Wallach I
was aware of my rights.

L. .

Mr. Wallach advised me that recorded results of
this interview would later he ava.,lable to me, in Washington,
D.C. I asked if I would be furnished a copy and if a co:7_
would be furnished the Bureau. I was informed that the bureau
would not be furnished a copy nor wouJ.d anyone, other than myself, from the Bureau, have access to this report. I was also
told that I vaJuld be advised by mail when I could have access
to the rel.ort. Mr. Wallach did not say if I would be furnished
a copy. Le also said I could request the presence of a Senator
during the interview, which request I did not make.
Mr. Wallach then asked about my Bureau career and
assignments prior to Noveber 22, 1963. He was advised of my
assignments in Phoenix from 1952 to 1954, in Amarillo, Texas,
fro:a 1954 to 1956; and in Dallas from 1956 to 1966. Mr.
Wallach inclored as to that kind of investigative 'Work I was
doing as of November 21, 1963, and I told him that primarily I
was assigned to investigations having to do with organived
crime, gar.tbling, and criminal intelligence, and occasjnnally
some involve& civil rights cares, and some extortion cases.
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Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a "hip pocket
informant" and after I gave him my definition, he asked if I
had any in Dallas. I defined a "hip pocket informant" as a
source of information whose identity was never made known nor
was there ever any record made that such a person was being
used as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never employed
"hip pocket informants" in Dallas or elsewhere.
•
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Mr. Wallach as1:ed if I knew of, or had heard of
,Sill:19.LL_S.4171111aLllig of Tampa, and Carlos Marcell° of New
Orleans, Louisiana. I said that in inveinigations of organized crime natters, I had become acquainted with these
.names, but 1 believed the correct name was Santos Trafficante,
to which Mr. Wallach agreed. Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of
(Phonetic) and I said I could not recall
a man na:::ed
ever haviL,; he id of this name.*
Mr. Wallach as):ed if I knew of Jack Ruby. I said
as night
as the owner or operator of two Dzil
hen known
clubs, that were freouented by pimps, prostitutes and persons
involved in crilAnal activities. I wa.3 asked if I had ever
talked to Ruby and I said I had on maybe two occasions prior
to Noveber 21, 1963, but I could not recall the contents of
these conversatons, other than it most likely had to do with
persons who fremiented Ru5y's night clubs.
•••••••••
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Mr. Wallach ached if I was acquainted with the term
"PCI" - "potential criminal informant", if I knew Jack Ruby
was a RC." of the Dallas ufficc, and if I knew the identity of
the rm Zgcnt in Pallas, a "red headed fellow" who had had
Ruby assigned to him, and which Aclent was later disciplined
or transferred. I had just begun to answer Mr. Wallach,
when U. S. Sentor Richard D. SchwcicJ:er, of Pennsylvania,
entered the roora at 2:33 PM and thereafter took part jointly
with Hr. Wallach, after introducing
in the interrogation of
himself. Mr. Wallach briefly reviewed with Senator Schweicker
what had previou sly transpired in the interview. Senator
Schweicker asl:ed if I knew Ruby was a PCI and if I was not
aware of Ruby's connections with organized crime.
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I was asked if. I had any opportunity to see
Oswald in the police department -t that time or any other
subsequnt time and I stated to the best of my knowledge
Oswald had Leen taken to the office of Captain "Will"
Fritz, that I never did yo to Captain Fritz's office at
any time on November 22, 23, or 24, 1963, and that I had
nevel personally observed Oswald subsequent to his arrest
'in the theater in Oak Cliff.
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At•this point in the interrogat ion, Mr. Wallach'
asked me if I knew that disciplinary action by the Dureau. had
been taken aya.inst‘LL_Llares)
I advised them that I
was aware of this through my associatirm with Hostv in Dallas.
I was then asked if I knew that some Assistant Directors of
the n31 had been disciplined Lecause of their handling of
certain matters in the assassination investigation. I stated
I wes not aware of this and had no knowledge of any such
disciplinary action.
Fir. Wallach then asked me if I had attended a
"going away" party hold, not in,the Dallas Office, for Hosty
by his fricne:s in Dallas. I stated I did not recall any
such party rnd further felt that if there had been such a party
I would have L:. en invited and would have attended because
Bosty and I ware in the same car pool, we attended the sar4e
church, we belonged to the same clubs, and I had coached
his son on the school football team, and further, that many
of Horty's friends were also my friends.
I was asked if I recalled a conference being held
by SAC Al— Gordon Shanklin on the early morning of November
23, 1963, in which Acjents of the Dallas Office were given
instructions on investigation to be conducted that day. I
stated that I recalld reporting to work on Saturday, November
23,at aLout 6:00 AM after having worked to about 3:00 AM
that same morning from the Friday before, and I did not recall
any such conference held by Mr. Shanklin.
I was asked if there, had not been a conference on
the morning of November 24, 1963, in which Mr. Shanklin instructed the Dallas 7:gents not to go near the area at the
city jail where Oswald was being removed that day and I
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stated I did recall thr.se instructions, and further, I nal
been instructed, along with fil“van D. Lee, to go to lumpTV Station to obtain any pertinentITT5T6717aphs that that
station !ight have and further, that while there I h-id observcd, on closc.d circuit televisicn, the. Oswale shociAng
in the base:7,cnt of the police department. I was asked if I
had any kno.,:ledge of a telephone call received by the
•
duinf. the ni;It of rovem3-,er 23-2', 1963, containing a
hnoyof
1:ty
threat against Cswald. 7 said that to the best
ledv, , I did recall so:),othiny to the effect that SA 1;.iLtx2,.
2.,:•FT-1 had been on duty during the ea:ly rerning hours of
Nove,"ber 24 at the Dallas FBI Office and had received such
a call. I co106 not recall at this tine who was the source
of this infoyrtion nor did I recall any details as to the
contents of the call.
Mr. Wallach then asked if there had not been sore
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At this point, Mr. Wallach asked if it was not
true that Iir jjpnklin or sore other Bureau official had
given explicit directions that the investigation was to
establish that Oswald acted alone in connection with the
assassination. Before I could answer this question, Mr.
Wallach stated that such information had been received from
other FEI Agents. I stated that this was not so, that I did
not believe any other Agents had made such statements, and
further, that we had, to the contrary, been given instruction
to conduct OUT investigation in an effort to establish all
the facts to identify all persons involved.
At this point, which was about 4:23 PM, Senator.
Schweicher left the room and did not take any further part
in the interrogation.
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