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ATTENTION INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD KENN 

NO VF.MBER 22, 1963, DALLAS TEXAS 	MISCELLANEOUS 

INFORMATION CONCERNING. 00: DALLAS. 

SA JAMES P. HOSTY, JR. ADVISED HE WAS CONTACTED SEPTEmBER 

29, 1976 AT APPROXIMATELY NINE PM CDST AT HIS RESIDENCE BY 

PHONE BY RONALD KESSLER WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A REPORTER 

Y 

,531  

FROM THE WASHINGTON POST, OFFICE PHONE A02-223-6000, EXT. 

775 4 --  0(7 9 , HOME PHONE 111111111111111111a.111 , - /e9i6o r9  
KESSLER CLAIMED HE IS WORKING ON A STORY FOR THE 	" 

YASHINGTON POST CONCERNING MEXICO CITY ASPECT OF ASASH4AIICIV6 

INVESTIGATION. HE ASKED SA HOSTY QUESTIONS CONCERNM-111reRK-R-- 

TO DESTROY THE ROUGH DRAFT OF OSWALD'S LETTER TO SOVIET EMBASSY, 

IN vASHINGTON D.C. SA HOSTY ADVISED KESSLER THIS WAS A MATTE 
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KC 62-B156 PAGE Tv° CONFIDENTIAL 

OF pliBLIc RECORD FROM TESTIMONY GIVEN BEFORE HOUSE 

U ►tICIARY SUB COMMITTEE IN DECEMBER OF 1975 AND THAT HE STOOD 

BY HIS SWORN TESTIMONY IN THIS REGARD. IT SHOULD BE NOTED 

THIS REFEPS TO COMMISSION EXHIBIT 103. HOSTY WAS THEN 

ASKED IF ORIGINAL LETTER WHICH IS COMMISSION EXHIBIT 15 

hIAS INTERCEPTED BY BUREAU PRIOR TO ASSASSINATION. SA  HOSTY 

ADVISED HIM HE COULD COMMENT NO FURTHER THAN HIS TESTIMONY 

WHICH IS PUBLIC RECORD. KESSLER STATED HE HAD A LARGE NUMBER 

OF CIA DOCUMENTS ON THIS MATTER AND IMPLIED THAT CIA WAS 

COOPERATING !,►ITH WASHINGTON POST IN THIS MATTER. 

HE ASKED SA HOSTY FOR HIS COMMENTS CONCERNING THE 

MEMORANDUM u►?ITTEN BY SAC SHANKLIN TO ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

BELMONT CONCERNING POSSIBILITY OF HOSTY LISTENING TO TAPES 

OF OSa►ALD TALKING TO SOVIET EMBASSY IN MEXICO CITY. SA  

HOSTY STATED HE WOULD MAKE NO COMMENT REGARDING THIS OTHER 

THAN PUBLIC TESTIMONY UNTIL CONSULTING WITH HIS SUPERIORS 

REGARDING THIS MATTER. 
KESSLER STATED HE PLANNED TO GO TO MEXICO CITY NEXT 

wEEK.ON THIS MATTER AND INDICATED HE wOTILD RECONTACT SA 

HOSTY PRIOR TO THAT TIME. 



• C 62-P156 PAGE THREE CONFIDENTIAL 

SA HOSTY INTENDS TO ADVISE 4,►ASHINGTON D.C. 

ATTORNEY JOHN M. BRAY APPOINTED BY DEPARTMENT TO REPRESENT 

HOSTY REGARDING THE ABOVE INFORMATION. 

AM COPY TO DALLAS. 
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ATTENTION INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

ASSASSINATION UF PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD4NNEDY, &V
. 22, 1963, 

DALLAS, TEXAS. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CoNCERNING. 
00 DALLAS. 

RE KANSAS CITY TEL TO BUREAU SEPTEMBER 30, 1976. 

uN OCTOBER 14, 1976, SA JAMES P. HuSTY, JR. ADVISED TH
AT 

HE WAS TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED BY RONALD KESSLER uF TH
E 

WASHINGTON POST NEWSPAPER AT HIS RESIDENCE uN OC
TOBER 13, [976 

DECLA3,-; 

AT APPROXIMATELY NINE THIRTY PM CDST. 
	ON 

KESSLER STATED HE HAS RETURNED FROM MEXICO CITY, 

b 

C IA se, 

WHERE HE CLAIMED TO HAVE INTERVIEWED PAST AND PRESENT 
CIA 

EMPLOYEES, HE STATED FROM DOCUMENTS HE HAS RECEIVED, 
PLUS 

INTERVIEWS uF CIA PERSONNEL, IT IS odVIuUS THAT THE CI
A oNLY 

FURNISHED VERY LIMITED INFORMATION TO THE FBI uN THE
 VISIT OF'.  

LEE HARVEY uSWALD To MEXICO CITY SEPTEMBER 26, 1963, 
THROUGH oCTIt31117  
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KC 62-8156 	PAGE TWO CONFIDENTIAL 

3, 1963, PRIOR Tu THE ASSASSINATION. KESSLER STATED HE IS NuW 

AWARE THAT THE CIA POSSESSED CONSIDERABLE INFORMATION UN 

THIS VISIT THAT WAS NOT FURNISHED TU THE FBI PRIOR Tu THE 

ASSASSINATION. KESSLER WANTED COMMENTS FROM SA HuSTY RE 

THE POSSIBILITY THAT THIS WITHHOLDING OF INFORMATION BY THE 

CIA FROM THE FBI COULD HAVE BEEN DUE Tu AN ALLEGED FEUD 

THAT FORMER FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER WAS HAVING AT THAT TIME 

WITH THE CIA. SA HOSTY DID NUT COMMENT uN THIS POSSIBILITY. 

KESSLER STATED THAT CIA EMPLOYEES DENIED THIS ALLEGATION uF .  

A FEUD WITH THE FBI,*STATING THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FBI 

AND CIA IN MEXICO CITY WERE EXCELLENT AT THE TIME. 

FOR INFO BUREAU SA HuSTY WILL TESTIFY IF ASKED THAT 

IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT RELATIONS WERE EXCELLENT 

BETWEEN THE FBI AND CIA IN MEXICO CITY, THIS INFORMATION BEING 

BASED UPON STATEMENTS MADE BY FORMER MEXICO CITY LEG AT 

CLARK ANDERSON BEFORE AN IN-SERVICE CLASS IN SEPTEMBER, 1963, 

Tu THE EFFECT THAT RELATION WERE EXCELLENT. 

uN OCTOBER 1, 1976, FOLLOWING KESSLER'S FIRST CONTACT 

WITH SA HOSTY, JOHN M. BRAY, WASHINGTON, D.C. ATTORNEY 



KC 62-8156 PAGE THREE CONFIDENTIAL 

APPOINTED BY THE JUSTICE DEPT. Tu REPRESENT SA HOSTY IN 

THIS MATTER, INSTRUCTED SA HuSTY Tu HAVE KESSLER CONTACT 

HIM, BRAY, IN WASHINGTON, D.C. IF HE MADE ANY FURTHER RE- 

QUESTS OF SA HuSTY. 

FUR FURTHER INFO BUREAU ATTuRNEY BRAY FAVORS 

FURNISHING NO INFORMATION TO PRESS AT THIS TIME. BRAY FEELS 

THAT IT IS CERTAIN THAT SA HuSTY WILL BE CALLED BY THE NEWLY- 

FORMED U. S. HOUSE COMMITTEE Tu TESTIFY AND WILL PROBABLY 

BE RECALLED BY THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE TG TESTIFY. 

BRAY FEELS THAT THE LESS INFORMATION FURNISHED Iv THE PRESS 

AT THIS TIME THE BETTER IT WOULD BE. ACCORDING TO BRAY'S 

INSTRUCTIONS KESSLER WAS REFERRED Tu ATTuRNEY BRAY FUR ANY 

FURTHER COMMENTS. 

KANSAS CITY WILL KEEP THE BUREAU ADVISED. 

AM COPY Tu DALLAS. 

BT 



• GENERAL INVEST: .TINE DIVISION ' 
10/14/76 

Previous communication advised that, SA James P. 
Hosty, Jr., Kansas City Division, was contacted by 
Ronald Kessler, a reporter for the Washington Post 
on September 29, 1976. Kessler advised Hosty he is 
writing a story for the Washington Post concerning 
the Mexico City aspect of the Kennedy Assassination. 
He asked SA Hosty questions regarding Oswald's let-
ter to the Soviet Embassy and the possibility Hosty 
had listened to tapes of Oswald talking to the 
Soviet Embassy in Mexico City. Hosty did not com-
ment and advised Kessler he would stand on his 
testimony before the House subcommittee in Decem-
ber, 1975, regarding these questions. Kessler 
stated he had large numbers of CIA documents on 
this matter and implied that the CIA was coopera-
ting with the Washington Post. 

Attached advises that SA Hosty was again con-
tacted by Kessler on October 13, 1976. Kessler 
advised Hosty that his review of CIA documents and 
interviews of CIA personnel shows that the CIA 
possessed considerable information on Oswald's 
visit to Mexico City in September - October, 1963, 
which it did not furnish to the FBI prior to the 
assassination. Kessler asked if it is possible 
this information was withheld because of an alleged 
feud between Director Hoover and the CIA. SA  Hosty 
did not comment on this possibility. Kessler was 
referred by SA Hosty to John M. Bray, Washington, 
D. C., attorney, appointed by the Department of 
Justice to represent SA Hosty in this matter. Bray 
favors furnishing no information to the press at 
this time. 
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INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Da - 
11/5/76  

t 

Attached reports information obtained 
by SA James P. Hosty, Jr., from Ronald 
Kessler, a reporter for "The Washington 
Post," during an attempt by Kessler to 
interview Posty on 11/4/76. 

Kessler informed Posty that he had 
talked with individuals familiar with the 
operation of the Intelligence Division at 
FBIPQ and had questioned them as to what 
FBI would have done had it been in posses-
sion of all information CIA had on Oswald' 
activities with the Soviets in Mexico. 
According to Kessler, such individuals 
advised him the FBI would have conducted 
a full espionage investigation. 

Kessler stated information withheld 
by CIA indicated Oswald offered to furnish 
information to the Soviets and requested 
money and free passage for himself and his 
family to the Soviet Union via Cuba. 

1 - hr. R.G. Held 
1 - Mt. J.B. Adams 	1 - Mt. D.W. Moore 
1 - Mr. R.J. Gallagher 
1 - Nr. T.W. Leavitt 
1 - Er. E.C. Peterson 
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Hosty advised Kessler he would not 
comment until he had a chance to consult 
his superiors and advised Kessler he would 
be recontacted by FBIHQ or Attorney 
John M. Bray. Mr. Bray is the counselor 
appointed by the Justice Department to 
represent SA Hosty. 

ACTION: 

 

 

None. For information. 
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