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~ By TOM JOHNSON -
1 Staff Writer

© 1975, The Dallas Times Herald

¥  Tee HKHamvey Oswald  personally
carricd a “threatening” letter to the
Foderal Bureau of Investigaiion office
kere several days prior to the assassi-
mlwon cf Pretident Join F. Koaned:,
T.o Dallas Times Herald has learred.

Tee letter, wiich apravenily did met -

mention Precident Kennedy, was éo-
...mrayed by FBI porsoncicl shwontly after
.o the assassication and  §'s existence
e was revesled during  intensive
" irvestizazion by the Warren Commis-
s acvending 1o sources within the
Fcl ;
Tie FSU has Lwndud a ful
interral inquiry into the Oswald wvisit
~oul possible criminal violations in

connection aith destruction of the note *
and failure 19 report its eisicnee.

In resporse to inquirks by The *
Times Herald, FBI Director Clurcnces
M. Relley siid Saturdy  that an
iavestitat.en “lends to sulsianticste t.at
Lee farvey Csaaid visited the Dallas
FS. fu sevorad d.x)s ,mw to (he

Noiual II'P"' [\ \. \‘,

FBl siatement,
Pag> 1C-A

Reliey said Osaaid visind the ol e
Cipmareniny o8 e resat  ef- oen
infesviex b oan FOU aznt of us
(Crwald'a wife Marim, In comnecianm
with the FBU investizatum of  Lve
Hasey :uuld prioe to the
Assassnation.”’
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Oswald’s wife on Nov. 1, 1962, on'y 21
cays Lefore the assassiration. Anoiker

visit to her Irving home was made on

Nov. 5, but it was not suceess‘ul.

The FEi probe inlo Oswa'd's isit
was launch~d a3 a result of questions
asked by The Tins Herald during a
July 6. 1975, mecting vith Kelley in
Washirmon  FUU hedygiaries,  The
Times HoruM has been chesking the
Froviresly wweporied inc.dent for more
than two months,

In a stalement nrepared for The
Times Heiald Satuwday, Kelley said:
“Oswald lelt a aote aidreesed 0 this
azent, and, alimuzh reeclections vury
es to the wardaz of e nate, i vos
for the purpi~c of warninz the azert to
desist from fus:kee intcnviews with his
wife.”

*“Prior to tke currcat FBI inquirics,

e t———
there had been no information concern-
fng this visit and note recorded in FBI
records, and inquiries tend 1o
corrcbozate  that shortly  afler the
assassination, ti:e note in question nas
destroyed,” he said.

Kelley said Saturday that “inquirics
are connuinz to determize the full
{azts corcerning the han’'ling of this
matter.” Kelley said Attorney General
Zdward Levivis being koot irioimed on
the progress of the investization.

rarently those personnel in Dellas

Oswald's visit and his letier kave Lept
the inc.dent sccret for aimost 12 years,
sources told The Times Herald.

A person assizned to the FBI ofiice
at the time of the assassination said of
t.hel visit: “Oswald left a thmateni:n?

ote ... he wanted the agent in charge
{ his wife's case to quit harassing
arina” — :
© %l didn't actually sce the -note
oself, but 1 know it existed. There
ere no more than a very few, at
o8t five or six, who saw the letter.
pe of these was a sccretary |
wderstard has been transferred.

“I honestly dnn't believe that Mr.
f, Edgar) Hoover or Mr. (J. Gordon)
' hanklin ever Jnex of the existence of
w leticr. They wuwkl have gone
wough the roof.” the swrve said.
+Sharklin was sprcial  agent  in
air;e of the Dallas FBI offices during
» Kennedy assassination until retirc-
sent from that position this past Junc.

Contacted by The Times lerald
sturday, Shank’ia gaid: 1 am coopcr-
ting with the FBI fatcrral investiga
on on this. | ncver knex of it. I
mswald care by (the Dallas FBL
{tice), I didn’t know.”
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twice on this report, first
preliminary  irformation  was

\ ered by the newspaper and again
on daturday nllowing Director Kelley's
statement to The Timrs Herald. During
both interviews, Shanklin maintained
he had no prior knowledze of Oswald's
visit or a threatening letter.

The Times Hcrald was told by a
source within the FBI that folowing
the assassination the mote was de-
stroyed. “After the assassiration, they
destroyed it,” he said.

Asked to identily who “they” were,
the FBI source only would state:
“other personnel in the Dallas offices
... you'll have to ask Hosty or Howe
about that. I've told you all I'm going
to say on that.”

James P. Hosty Jr., who is now
assigned to the Kansas City FBI
offices, was agent in charge of the
Marina Oswald secutity-check invest.
gation in Dallas. Azent Ken Howe was
Hosty’s supervisor. Howe was transfer-
ted to the Seattle FBI offices’
approximately one year after the
assassination, an FB{ source said.

Contacted by telephone Saturday in
Kansas City, Hosty was asked if he
knew of the letter’s existence.

*1 don’t know anythinz about that.”
Hosty said. “Not that I . . ., I'm sorry,
I'm afraid 1 can't make ary comment
on this. I don't know what you'le
{ialking about.”
| Hosty repeatedly declined to discuis
anything about the Oswald letter,
ceferring all questions to Kelley.

“Well, like I say, you can see my
position, I'm not in a position to say
anythinz on that, 1 think I'm right,
8o, I'll just go along and take orders. I
sure hope 50.”

Howe now is assizned to the FBI
office in San Diego, Calif. Attempts to
reach Howe by tc.ephone late Saturday
were not successfu’. He had not
returned messages ‘eft with tse FBI
there.

Marina and ker tao small children
had been Lving with Mrs. Ruth Paine
at 1525 W. Fifth St., in Irving since
their return from New Orlcans the last
week of September, 1%3. Mrs. Paire
was separated from her husband,
Michael, and she belriended the Os-
walds a year earlicr when they were
becoming active socially with several
other Russian-speaking persons fa the
Dallas-Fort Worth arca.

A source said: “Prine to Lee
Harvey Os<wald's visit to the FBI
offices, FBl agents had  vicited the
Pame home in Dallas where Marina
Oswald was livirg,

“Marina hecanie {rizhtened during
routine questioning, pactly because of
her inability 10 understand  English
well. Lee was rut there at the time,
and the azent Icft.

“l unberstand Marina took down
e e B B e Bt
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op-~ Warren Commissicn exhidits,”
¢: , esaid

“Apparently, Oswall bocune upret
when Marina tcld Lm ateut the FBI
visit. ... I bhelieve thal's  what
prompted.his coming by e oflces ...
and the threatening letter.”

ShankLn conf:rmed the Paire home
visit by Dallas oitice FBI agents prior
to the assassination. He said they went
by looking for Oswald on a routine
security check. “Hosty did go by Mes.
Paine’s hcuse Jooking for Oswald Ha
wasn't there,” Shankiin said.

Shanklin sald he had “heard reports”™
that Oswald had been in a garage
adjacent to the downtown FBI offices
prior to the assassination, but that he
had been unable to verify that report.

“l never could check that report
out,” he said. At the time, FB! offices
were in the Santa Fe Bullding In
downtown Dalas.

Marina Oswald had met Lee Harvey
in her native Ruscia. The routine check
on her and her husband was 2 result
of their having lived in the Soviet
Urion. During the 1950s, the FBI k-pt
regular checks on perscrs having lived
in Communist-bloe countries.

A Times Herald source said neither
Oswad’s visit to the Dallas FBI offices
pot the “threatening letter’ resulted in
placing Oswald under active surveil-

lance prior (0o President Kennedy's °

Nov. 22 visit to Dallzs.

“That was the real "screwup, I
guess,” the soucce sald. “We did not
tell police or other protective agencies
about it ... it secmcd rociae ac the
time of his visit. Nuis and threatenirgz
mail come in all the time. Tre leter
didn't threaten Kennedy. It maid Hosty
should quit harassinz Janma, |
beiieve.”

“It wasn't urtil after the acsassina-
tion that the full impact of this thing
hit ... Those who lknew about it
(Oswald's letter and visi'y nwer told
about it ... I guess becryse thev
never were asked about it ... they
never disclosed it.

“In my judgment, this information
coming out will blow the lIid olf the
whole damn case. [ worry about it
very much ... since it Jonks like, ynu
kow, another government coverup.

“f am worried it will further
damage the FBL It was & burcaucratic

————

screwup. Nohocy did the followup on »t,

and the ‘letter was destroyed. They
didn’t want anybody 10 hnow thiat
Oswald had come dy the offices, that
he had left a threat, that we had faled
to put him under survedlance.”
Deputy Director James B, AMams of
the Washinzton offices of the FBI raid
Saturday that other than KRelley's
statement they would have oo further
comment on the lnvestigation until “all
Inquirics have been conclivied andd the
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Statement from the FBI

Statement by Federal Bureau of Investization Director Clarence
M. Kelly, issued to Tre Dallas Times Herald Saturday by Associate
Director James B. Adams:

“FBI Director Clarence M. Keliey confirmed today (3aturday)
that inquiries conducted in response to quest.ons a‘zed by The Dailas
’ Times Herald tend to substantiate that Lee Harvey Csvald visued the
Dallas FBI office several days prior ta the assassination of
R President Kenneddy, apparently as the result of an interview by an

FBI 2gent of his wife Marina in connection with the FBI

investigation of Lee Harvey Oswald prior to the assassination which

was documented in the Warren Cormission report. Gsnald left a

note addressel 1o n.s agent and a:.thouzh r2:o.cctions \ury as 0

the wording of tiie note, it was for 17e purpoce of warning the agent
. o desist from furthier interviews of his wife.

“FBI inquiries 1o date estadlish t'at the rofe oontained no
references 1o President Kennedy or in any way woukl have
forewarned of the subsequent assassiration. Prior 1o tte cur.ent FBI
inquirics, there had been no information concerning tiis visit amd
note recorded in FBI records, and inquirics tend to corroborate that
shortly alter the assassination, the note in questicn v as destooyed.

“Inquiries are continuing to determie tir vl Lools cenceming
the handlinz ol this matter. :

*“The A:torney Genetal has frem the incep 'vn " #en bep? inirmed
of the prozress of FBI inqui.ies 10 daic. Drrs =7 7'r by s kel
that thcre will be no further comment for puvlication until all
irquirics have been concluded and the matter considered by the
department.
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