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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of immotam  9/17/75  

Mr. WILLIAM C. SULLIVAN, Sunset Road, who is
 a 

former Assistant Director and former Assistan
t to the 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigati
on was 

interviewed by Inspector Edgar N. Best and S
pecial 

Agent in Charge Richard F. Bates concerning 
an article 

which appeared in the September 15, 1975 iss
ue of "Time" 

magazine, located on Page 19. This article i
s entitled 

"Oswald Cover-Up". The article infers that L
ee Harvey 

Oswald visited the Dallas Office of the FBI 
prior to the 

assassination of President John F. Kennedy a
nd on this 

occasion left a note, allegedly a threatenin
g note. 

The article goes on to state that just after
 the assassination 

anguished FBI men in Dallas asked their super
iors in 

Washington for guidance about the note.. The
 article then 

states that JOHN P. MOHR, then the Bureau's 
administrative 

chief, told the Dallas Agents to destroy it.
 The article 

further indicates that NICHOLAS P. CALLAHAN,
 JAMES B. ADAMS 

and EUGENE W. WALSH, former aides of Mr. MOHR in the 
Administrative Division of the Bureau, denie

d this allegation. 

Mr. SULLIVAN advised that he was aware of th
e article 

as an individual who he did not identify tol
d him that he 

should read the article. Mr. SULLIVAN said t
hat he then did 

locate the article and has read it. He then 
advised that he 

prepared a statement which he then furnished
 Inspector BEST 	.1 

to read. After the statement was read, Mr. S
ULLIVAN was 	

. 
 

questioned concerning several items in the s
tatement. 	 • 

Specifically, he was asked whether or not hi
s conversation 

with Mr. SHANKLIN concerning a threatening m
essage delivered 

by Mr. OSWALD to the Dallas Office took plac
e prior to the 

assassination of the President or subsequent
. Mr. SULLIVAN 

advised that to the best of his recollection
 this conversation 

took place following the assassination of th
e President. Mr. 

SULLIVAN was also askela whether or not he ha
d any information 

concerning the "Time" magazine article refer
red to above 

and, more specifically, whether he had been 
in touch with 

SANDY SMITH, of Time magazine, concerning th
is article. 

freerviewed on 

 

9/16/75 	0  Sugar Hill, New Hampshire, 	  

 

SAC RICHARD F. BATES and 
INSPECTOR EDGAR NWST ENB:KGD 	Doe deleted 	9/17/75  

• 1111.• docsomow contains noldwito recomeendetions nor eondvsione of the M. It to the property of the fit and Is looted to your pawl 

• sad he contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 



• ". • 

• IPT: 

Mr. SULLIVAN advised t
hat that question was 

infringing on his civi
l rights and he refuse

d to furnish 

any additional informa
tion whatsoever concer

ning that 	• 

area of inquiry. Mr. S
ULLIVAN was also asked

 whether 

or not he had any spec
ific information conce

rning 

individuals at FBI hea
dquarters who were awa

re of the 

visit of OSWALD and th
e leaving of a threate

ning message. 

He stated that he thou
ght it was common know

ledge among 

a number of individual
s at the Bureau and wh

en asked to 

supply specific names 
he said that Agents TU

RNER and 

GEISLING (ph.), who ha
d supervisory responsi

bility for 

the possible subversiv
e aspects of the assas

sination,were 

probably ones who woul
d have information of 

this nature. 

He did state, however,
 that he could not rec

all anyone 

specifically who had k
nowledge concerning th

is visit by 

OSWALD. 

Mr. SULLIVAN was also
 asked whether or not 

his 

reading of the "Time" 
magazine article or an

y other 

information he had lea
rned recently had infl

uenced him 

in any way concerning 
the statement he had p

repared. 

Mr. SULLIVAN advised 
that his statement wa

s based solely -

on his recollection an
d anything he had lear

ned recently 

had not influenced him
 in making this statem

ent. 

Mr. SULLIVAN was also 
asked whether or not h

e was 

specifically aware of 
anyone who had made a 

decision at 

FBI headquarters to de
stroy a note which had

 allegedly been 

left by LEE HARVEY OSW
ALD prior to the assas

sination. 

Mr. SULLIVAN advised 
he had no knowledge wh

atsoever of the 

identities of anyone w
ho had made the decisi

on to destroy 

the alleged threatenin
g note delivered by LE

E HARVEY OSWALD 

to the Dallas Office o
f the FBI. 

Mr. SULLIVAN wag also 
asked to execute an 

Interrogation; 

Advice of Rights Form 
prior to signing his s

tatement and was 

also asked to be place
d under oath. In addit

ion, he was 

requested to furnish 
a sworn, signed affid

avit. To these 

requests, he said he w
ould not sign an

 Interrogation; Advice
 

of Rights Form, would 
not be placed under oa

th and would not. 

furnish an affidavit w
ithout his lawyer, Mr.

 CASEY, of 

Washington, D. C. bein
g present. 
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Mr. SULLIVAN was asked whether or not h
e would 

addend his statement with two specific 
paragraphs; 

one concerning his recollection as to t
he time of the 

conversation with Mr. SHANKLIN concerni
ng the threatening 

message from OSWALD, and a second parag
raph concerning 

his direct knowledge of anyone who had 
made a decision 

to destroy an alleged threatening note 
from LEE HARVEY 

OSWALD delivered to the Dallas Office 
of the FBI. To 

both of these requests, Mr. SULLIVAN said
 he would 

addend his statement with two paragraph
s along these 

lines. 

During the course of the interview, on
 several 

occasions Mr. SULLIVAN indicated he was
 sick and tired 

of inquiries about him for things that 
he had done in 

the line of duty while with the Bureau 
but stated firmly 

that he was willing and able to furnish
 the truth to the 

best of his recollection to anyone in t
his matter. 

At this point he requested his wife to
 come into these' 

room to prepare the two paragraphs whic
h he had agreed to 

addend to his statement. Mrs. SULLIVAN did came into the $.4 

room and typed two additional paragraph
s under the 

heading "Addendum". 

Mr. SULLIVAN, a number of times, commen
ted on the 

honesty, integrity and his complete res
pect for SAC . 	• 

SHANKLIN and prior to signing his state
ment took a pen 

and underlined various items in his sta
tement concerning 

Mr. SHANKLIN and ether key phrases wh
ich he wanted to 

emphasize. At this point Mr. SULLIVAN 
executed his statement 

and then turned this statement over to 
Inspector BEST. 

The statement furnished by Mr. SULLIVAN
 is as 

follows: 

STATEMENT GIVEN VOLUNTARILY TO INSPECTO
R BEST 

AND SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE BATES OF T
HE FBI  

SEPTEMBER 16, 1975 

RE: IrArestigation of the assassinatio
n of President 

John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, b
y Lee 

Harvey Oswald 
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First: As Assistant Direct
or of the Domestic Intelli

gence 

DivisioW-6fthe FBI I was in
 charge of the possible su

bversive' 

aspects of this assassinati
on. We conducted a most exh

austive 

investigation both inside a
nd outside of the United St

ates. 

Second: During the course o
f this investigation I had -

numerous conversations with
 many FBI personnel includi

ng Mr. 

Gordon Shanklin, Special Ag
ent in Charge of the Dallas

 FBI 

Office in whose territory t
he assassination took place

. I came 

to have great respect for M
r. Shanklin's thoroughness,

 

reliability, assiduous effo
rts and his capacity to sta

nd up 

under terrific pressures, t
ensions and almost endless 

problems of one kind or the
 other. Few men could have 

done 

as well as Mr. Shanklin. 

Third: During our conversa
tions he would refer from 

time to-airii to his own conversat
ions with Assistant to the 

Director, John P. Mohr and 
to Assistant Director Alex 

Rosen 

and some of his men, for Mr. Rosen
's Division handled the 

criminal aspects of the inv
estigation. I do not recall

 Mr. 

Shanklin ever mentioning to
 me any conversations with 

men 

under Mr. John P. Mohr. Wit
h the passage of fifteen ye

ars 

I do not now recall just wh
at Mr. Shanklin said concerning 

'. 

his conversations with thes
e men or what they reported

ly said 

to him. 

Fourth: I do not recall ei
ther all of the subject 

mattersrnicussed with Mr. Sh
anklin about this case but 

to 

the best of my recollection
 the following comes to min

d in a 

fragmentary or incomplete c
ontext: 

1. We were both concerned o
ver gaps in the case which 

would probably never be clo
sed-, such as what 

actually occurred while Osw
ald was in Soviet Russia 

between hith and Soviet offi
cials, or what might 

have occurred between Oswal
d and Castro Cubans had 

they met on occasions unkn
own to the FBI. The 

fact that the Soviets allow
ed Oswald's wife, 

Marina, to come to the Unit
ed States troubled us 

for it was at a time when t
his was not generally 

being done. We wondered if
 they came under Soviet 

instructions and for a spec
ific purpose but we 

could not find evidence of
 this. We knew Marina 

was much more intelligent t
han Oswald and this 

was thought-provcative. 
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We worried together over
 many questions like thi

s 

as we sought, largely in
 vain, to find conclusiv

e 

answers. We discussed el
ectronic coverage on 

Marina Oswald and how to
 cover her when she came

 

to Washington to testif
y before the Warren . 

Commission. (I believe s
he stayed at the Willard

 

Hotel, but I am not cert
ain, and engaged in sone --- 

illicit activities with one of
 her official 

escorts.) 

2. One day during a convers
ation, Mr. Shanklin ment

ioned 

he had internal personnel pr
oblems in this case 

because one of his agents (t
he name was not given 

to me or if so I have fo
rgotten this) had receiv

ed, 

while Oswald was alive, 
a threatening message fr

om 

him because of the agent
's investigation of Oswa

ld. 

I raised a question as t
o details but Mr. Shanklin 

seemed disinclined to di
scuss it other than to say 

he was handling it as a 
personnel problem with 

Mr. J. P. Mohr. I did no
t press the matter and we 

went on to other topics.
 No mention was made of 

 

anything being destroyed
. 

3. In another later convers
ation, Mr. Shanklin ment

ioned 

to me that Director J. E
dgar Hoover was furious-at 

one of his agents, James 
Hosty (I do not remember,

 that 

I ever met or talked to 
this agent) and was goin

g,to 

give him a transfer out 
of Dallas. (To my knowle

die, 

Mr. Hosty was reported t
o be an excellent agent 

of 

superior integrity and a
bility). I inquired why.

 

Mr. Shanklin replied that M
r. Hoover did not like t

he 

way Mr. Hosty had handled 
his part of the Oswald 

investigation and it was
 then Mr. Shanklin told 

me 

that it was Mr. Hosty wh
o had received the threa

tening 

message from Oswald befo
re the assassination. Mr

. 

Shankliq did not mention
 that any message had 

been 

destroyed. He did say t
hat Mr. Hoover did not wa

nt 

Mr. Hosty-given his disc
iplinary transfer until 

after 

Mr. Hosty had testified 
before the Warren Commis

sion 

which was certain to hap
pen. Mr. Shanklin said M

r. 

Hoover did not wish the 
transfer to take place b

efore, 

for fear members of the 
Warren Commission might 

find 

out about it and make in
quiries as to why the tr

ansfer 

was made and this Mr. Ho
over did not want. To my 



• • 

• 	 recollection no further elaboration on the 
subject was made. Again, no mention was 	. . 
made to me by Mr. Shanklin that any memorandum, 
letter or note had been destroyed. I know that 
Mr. Hosty was finally transferred but at this 
writing I do not remember whether it was before 
or after he testified before the Warren Commission. 

" Fifth: 	During the course of this long difficult 
investigation I did hear that some document had been 
destroyed relating to Oswald and that some others were 
missing, the nature of which, if told, I do not recall. 
I cannot remember who gave me this information or whether 
it was from one or more sources. Further, neither do I 
recall whether it came from within my Division or outside 
it. Rumors, yarns, stories, innuendos, speculations, 
were frequently floating about and unless there was a 
substantial or compelling reason there was neither time 
or need to pursue them unless instructed to do so. As it 
was, we were hard-pressed for time to follow up real and 
firm leads. To my recollection what came to me in this 
manner did not relate to the work and responsibilities of 
my Division and there it ended. 

I have no additional, relevant comments to make in thii0 
case other than to say I think Mr. Gordon Shanklin did an -' 
outstanding job under the most trying circumstances. It was 
my impression that he was often subject to dictatorial, self- - 
serving, self-protective coercion from FBI Headquarters in 

• Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Shanklin is a sincere, honest man in whom I have always 
had the utmost confidence and still do. It is unfortunate 
we did not have more men like him in the FBI and at the official 
level in Washington, D. C. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ William C. Sullivan 

• Addendum: 

• To the best of my recollection, the conversation I had 

with Mr. Shanklin concerning one of his agents who had received 
a threatening message from Oswald occurred subsequent to the . 

assassination of John F. Kennedy. 



I would like to further state that at no time was I , 7c 

*ff.  

present or have any knowledge whatsoever of the identitieiff:;'-'?,.0.•- .c.  

0 

f anyone who made a decision to destroy an alleged 
threatening note delivered by Lee Harvey Oswald to the - '1 **

4  

Dallas Office of the FBI. 

Wi 1.xam C. Su van 

Respectfully submitted, 

r • 
• 

• 

IWO 



• 

• 



( 	) 

'STATEk,,NT GI
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OTOR BEST 

AND SPECIAL A
GENT IN CHARG

E BATES OF T
HE FBI 

SEPTEMBER 16,
 1975 

RE: Investiga
tion of the a

ssassination 
of President_

 

John F. Kenne
dy on Novembe

r 22, 1963, b
y Lee 

Harvey Oswald
 

First: As Ass
istant Direct

or of the Dom
estic Intelli

gence 

Division of t
he FBI I was 

in charge of 
the possible 

subversive 

aspects of th
is assassinat

ion. We condu
cted a most e

xhaustive 

investigation
 both inside 

and outside o
f the United 

States. 

Second:  Darin;
 the course o

f this invest
igation I had

 

numerous conv
ersations wit

h many FBI pe
rsonnel inclu

ding Mr. Gord
on 

Shanklin, Spe
cial Agent in

 Charge of th
e Dallas FBI 

Office in 

wnoae territo
ry the assass

ination took 
place. I came

 to have grea
t, 

ttg-Dect for 
Mr,_Sbn

te_thoroqghne
st„reliabili

ty, aesiduus
 

Worts and his
 capacity to 

stand up unde
r terrific pr

essures, 

tensions and 
almost endles

s problems of
 one kind or 

the other. Fe
w 

men could hav
e done as wel

l as Mr. Shan
klin. 

Third: During
 our. convers

ations he wou
ld refer from

 time to 

time to his o
wn conversati

ons with Assi
stant to the 

Director, 

-John P. Mohr and
 to Assistant

 Director Ale
x Rosen and s

ome of his 

men, for Mr. 
Rosen's Divis

ion handled t
he criminal a

spects of the
 

investigation
. I do nottovitlaIlMr. S

hanklin ever 
mentioning to

 

me any conver
sations withA

udder Mr. Joh
n P. Mohr. Wi

th the passag
e 

of fifteen ye
ars I do not 

now recall ju
st what Mr. S

hanklin sai‘c
on-

cerning his c
onversations 

with these me
n or what the

y reportedly.
, 

said to him. 

Fourth: I do 
not recall ei

ther all of t
he subject ma

tters I 

discu3;7T-t7rt
h Mr. Shankli

n about this 
case but tg t

he best of my
 

gecolleptinn 
the following

 comes to min
d in afratmen

tary or in-

complete cont
ext: 

1. We were bo
th concerned 

over gaps in 
the case'whio

h 

would probabl
y never be cl

osed, such as
 what actuall

y 

occurred.whil
e Oswald was 

in Soviet Rus
sia between 

him and Sovie
t officials, 

or what might
 have occurre

d 

between Oswal
d and Castro 

Cubans had th
ey met on 

occasions unk
nown to the F

BI. The fact 
that the 

Soviets allow
ed Oswald's w

ife, Marina, 
to come to 

the United St
ates troubled

 us for it wa
s at a time 

when this was
 not generall

y being done.
 We wondered 

if they came 
under Soviet 

instructions 
and for 

specific purp
ose but we co

uld not find 
evidence of 

this. We knew
 Marina was m

uch more inte
lligent than 

Oswald and th
is was though

t-provoatiire
. 7. • 



We worried tostIber  over many questions l
ike this 

as we sought, largely in vain, to find conclu
sive 

answers. We discussed electronic coverage on
 Marina 

Oswald and how to cover her when she came to 
Washington 

to testify before the Warren Oommission. (I 
believe 

she stayed at the Willard Hotel, but I am not
 certain,. ! 

and engaged in some illicit activities with one
 of her 

official escorts). 

2. One day during a conversation, Mr. Shanklin m
entioned 

he had internal personnel problems in this case
 because 

one of his agents (the name was not given to 
me or if 

so I have forgotten this) had received, while
 Oswald 

was alive a threatening message from him because of 

the agents investigation of Oswald. I raised a 

question as to details but Mr, Shanklin seeme
d disinclined 

to discuss it other than to say he was handli
ng it as 

a personnel problem with Mr. J. P. Mohr. I did not 

press the matter and we went on to other topi
os. jge 

plentionyAamd_eDX_anything  being destroyed. 

3. In another later conversation, Mr. Shqnklin me
ntioned 

to me that Director J. Edgar Hoover was furio
us at 

one of his agents, James Hosty (I do not reme
mber that 

I ever met or talked to this agent) and was g
oing to 

give him a transfer out of Dallas. (To my kno
wledge 

Mr. Hosty was reported to be an excellent age
nt of 

superior integrity and ability). I inquired why,. 

Mr. Shanklin replied that Mr. Hoover did not 
like the 

way Mr. Hosty had handled his part of the Oswa
ld lg.! 

vestigation and it was then Mr. Shanklin tol
d me eat 

it was Mr. Hosty who had received the threate
ning "/ 

message from Oswald before the assassination
. Mr. 0: 

Shanklin did not mention that any message had
 been 

destroyed. He did say that Mr. Hoover did not 
want 	t.  

Mr. Hosty given his disciplinary transfer until
 after 

Mr. Hosty had testified before the Warren pommi
ssion 

which was certain to happen. Mr. Shanklin said
 Mr. 

Hoover did not wish the transfer to take plac
e before, 

for fear members of the Marren Oommission mig
ht find 

out about* it and make inquiries as to why the
 transfer 

was made and this Mr. Hoover did not want. To
 my recol-

lection no further elaboration on the subject was
 made. 

Again, no mention was made to me by Mr. Shanklin that 
any memorandum, letter or note had been dest

royed. I 

know that Mr. Hosty was finally transferred b
ut at 

this writing I do not remember whether it was
 before 

or after he testified before the Warren Commi
ssion. 
t - 

Fifth: During the course of this long diffiC
ult investigation 

I did hearthat some document had been destroyed r
elating toOswald 
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and that some others were missing, the nature of which, 
if told,I 

do not recall. I cannot remember who gave me this infor
mation or 

whether it was from one or more sources. Further, neith
er do I 

recall whether it came from within my Division or outsi
de it. Rumors, 

yarns, stories, innuendos, speculations, were frequently
 floating 

about and unless there was a substantial or compelling r
eason there 

was neither time or need to pursue them unless instructe
d to do so. 

As it was, we were hard-pressed for time to follow up re
al and firm 

leads. To my recollection what came to me in this manne
r did not 

relate to the work and responsibilites of my Division an
d there it 

ended. 

I have no additional, relevant comments to make in this 
case 

other than to say I think Ky. Gor on Shanklin did an ou
tstanging 

Jab-uoJer  the most trying circumstances. 	was my im
pression he 

was oft'n subject to natatorial self-serving, self-prot
ective 

coercio4:rom FBI Headquarters in Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Shanklin is a 	cere honest man in whom I have 
always 

had tne utmost confidence and etil do. It is unfortunate we did 

not have more men like him in the FBI and at the official le
vel 

in Washington, D. C. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Addenda: 

\41-14t. 

To the best of my recollection, the conversation I had-

with Mr. Shanklin concerning one of his agents who had receive
d 

a threatening message from Oswald occurred subsequent to
 the 

assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

I would like to further state that at no time was I present 

or have any knowledge chats 	W9identities of anyone who 

i (4114i- 
made a decision to destroy 	fi e TM note delivered by Lee 

Harvey Oswald to the Dallas Of ice of the FBI. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 


