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A AMemorandum
} 10  :MR., CALLAHAN

FroM : H, N, BASSETT \\f"

sugrct? ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY

\

Reference is made to memarandum of 11/14/75 from Legal Counsel to
Mr. Adams captioned "Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights, House
Committee on the Judiciary" and the addendum of the Inspection Division, 11/18/75

(attached),

Referenced meno randum set forth results of the inquiry which had been
conducted to date which clearly showed discrepancies in Hosty's allegations and
it was recommended that Hosty be reinterviewed and confronted with the results.
of our inquiry. The Director agreed with tlis recommendation and also stated

"Go all the way."
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Memorandum to Mr. :Suahan E) : '

Re: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy

As an aside, Mr, Stern advised that he had been sent various news
clippings concerning the Oswald visit to the Dallas Office prior to the assassina-
tion and the subsequent destruction of the note which Oswald had left. He asked
me if 1 had reviewed Hosty's testimony before the Warren Commission and 1
told him that I had on two or three occasions. He inquired that in this review
had he, Stern, asked any question of Hosty that might have elicited the fact - -
that Oswald had visited the office. I told Mr, Stern that he had not asked any
such question. He stated that he felt bad about this because apparently he had / ‘
fallen down on his job although he agreed that he might not have received a
truthful answer had he asked the key question. He further stated that certainly
Hosty had had ample opportunity to advise him of that development during the
conferences which he had held with Hosty prior to the latter's actual testimony. -
He asked if I would send him a transcript of any testimony which Hosty may
subsequently furnish  in which his, Stern's,name is mentioned and I told him
that I would be glad to comply with his request.

OBSERVATIONS ?

Of particular significance is the fact that Hosty jn his sworn statement

of 11/14/75 specifically stated that upon his return to the Dallas Office following

. his testimony he noted "My name had been crossed out and former Assistant
Special Agent in Charge Kyle Clark had wrilten his name below mine and had
initialed it for filing." There is no other way of interpreting this other than a
categorical statement on Hosty's part; however, when confronted with the
actual scriat showing that Clark's name appearcd nowhere on it he states, "I
had assumed Clark's initials would have been on this serial since this case had
beeh reassigned to Clark sometime after 11/22/63." Jt is noted that Hosty is
due to be interviewed by representatives of the House Subcommittee on Civil"
and Constitutional Rights on 12/4/75.
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Memorandum to Mr. Callahan
Re: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy

RECOMMENDATIONS . ot - o
= 1, That no-further inquiry be conducted relative to this particular ;o
issue,

.

2. That the attached commumc«mon be forwarded to the Department
advising them of Hosty's allegatxon and the results of our inquiry.
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'nve Attorney General e .
. . ‘ Areai
(’To/x blcector, FBI VEDERAL GOVERRIEAY | A

/) IHAASSINATION OF PuESlDENT JOUIN F. }.ENNEDY
TSRV 1 31110 S

- Reference ls made to my melaorania of July 28, 1975, and October
1, 1475, captioned as above, which advised you of the results of this
Bureau's inquiry concerning an allegatlon that Lee liarvey Oswald had
visited the FBI office in Dallas sometimn prior to the assassination of
Iiesident Lennedy for the purpose of talging to Speclal Agent (SA) James
P. J.osty, Jr. Inthe absence of Mr. 1i03ty, Uswald altegedly left a .

- note which was threatening in nature. ‘fhis visit and nute were not reported
: ~ follewing the assassination of Frestdent Kennedy by Oswald.

SI 199 We 87 /~"‘-'; )
! il SA Hosty, on November 14, 19175, fucnished 8 sworn stateiaent
¢ (pttached) to SAC Williams tn wlllch he ndvised as follows: g yoy 34 1376
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Upon his return to the Dalla3 C((ice following this testimony he had
occaslon to look in volume I of the OQswald flle and notext that both coples of
the aivtel were then the top serial in thls volumie. }'e cbserved that his
neme had “»een crossed out and fermer Asslstant Spacial Agent tn Charge
(ASAC) Kyle Clark had written his, Clark's, nime below Hosty's natae
Bo concludes that fricm the afterncon of
tiovewber 22, 1863, until sometline in Nay, 1964, foriner ASAC Clark
had reotained the serial in his pcaseassion; however, fell that this wouvld be
proper in view of the fact the cauo was ros\asu ned to Clark shortly auer "
the r3sassination. - ..
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Tte “ttorney General
v g He stated he had not proviously furpished this information - w
“*  eoncerning this particular alrtel an! its contents because it did not appear -
-» +« tobe pertinent to.previous inquiries until it became spparent that the .50“5,‘ R
Coranalttee might reopen the entize Onrald case. L

~

_Upon beling advised of the contents of SA Hosty's sworn statement, -
. the BAC of the Dallas Office was instructed to review pertinent files in his
.. office. It was determined that the ¥ ashinzton Field Olfice airtel to the
¥ Director, two coples to Dallas, datcd November 19, 1963, s serial 67in
‘~.  the Oswald tile (Xerox copy attached). A review of this serial determined . -
-+ that SA Hosty's name is crossed out ia the block stamp but is initialed for -.
£110y by an individual using the initial “il,** Former AFAC Clark's name
do~3 not appear on this serial, and i {8 belloved highly probable that the
tniti~l "l in this block stamp 12 that of Supervisor i‘owe. This determiration

13 based on the following informntion contained in the Dallas files: - -
. Serial 60 of the Oswakl flle 15 a cbpy of an elrtel with tv;o enclosurea' "_'
w- which the New Orleans Office saut to the Bureau, with coples to Dallas, dated

g (ctover 24, 1903 (Xerox coplies of this sorial and the two enclosures, seriale
* £9 and 48, attached). . On serlal 50 there appears tbe following handwritten
potation: 48 - 49 - 50 ¢/o to JP'H 10/33/62. Obtalnxd from his boxand
. Initisled into flle to complete fil: following 11/22/63 1." The intecpretation
¢t tb!s written notation is as follows:

T These three serials were chacgad out to SA Ecsty on October 28, 1863,
" “grd opparently were still in his workhox the date of, o¢ shortly after, the ©
psiposination and initialed into the case file by Supervisor Howe in order
{0 huve contlmuity of an extremely fact-woving case. It 18 also noted that E?;
£\ llosty's name 18 crossed off on all three of these serials and apparently g}

B Y

inltinled into the file by Supervisor tiowe. V'hile no such written notation . g
appears on the above-mentloned serial 51, it ts logical to assume that the %
anvie action was taken on this gerial n order to get all pertinent material
tnlo the Oswald case file. The BAC, Dallas, in furnishing this information,
advlged that the "ii" appearing it these hlock stamps 18 not identical to -
the "L" walch SA Hosty used when fottialing n:ail for file.

The SAC, Dallas, has also ndvized that the Oswald file has been -

“utrlpped™ which means that duplicata cople. of various serlals in the file

. Jhive been destroyed. This is stendard vperating procedure in our Chief

< Nerk's Offices In order to conierve space, nud whea g file is being stripped
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The /\ttorney General
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‘A% end thare are dupllcate serials aval Inble, the action cupy is retained fa

23" ques'lcn has been destroyed aince it waa not located in any other logleal
file in the Dallas Office, such as the fila on Karina Oswald or the

gssqasination file itself. However, under norinal oparating procedures, "ﬁ’ '

when two coples of a communication are recelved {n an office, both coples
‘ a1 hlock staunped; one is initialed by the supcrvisor for filing, known as
ey the ftle copy, and the other copy 18 rauted to the Agent who has the case
5%, seslgned to him, known as the action copy. Ve know in this instance that -
5 - the nction copy has been kept since indexing Is done from this copy and tho

While the Chief Clerk 1n D 1lns could not be positlv,e, it is her
deflnite opinlon that after the strippleg occurred, the vartous volunes were
. goasolidated tn order to save space. It lws been deteriained that volume I -
LR of the Oswald file ndw contains 174 serlnls, thus placlng sertal 57 ln tho 0k

7.0 flrat balf of thla volume. .. - .. S e AT Y e
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“Z5 +  ghy file. It can only be assume thal the second copy of the airtel in '.,;". i

.=+ ona In file shows indexing of a nme mentioved in the communication, - -
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In conclusion, SA lxost:; stated that after reviewing coples of the
. _pbova-referred-o serlals, it appears thd sexials 42, 49 and 50 were placed

_ in tho file as the note indicated, to bring the file up-to date. lie states it

i3 pcssible serial 57 was handlad in thy siime mannec; however, he i3till has

» doub's thls was true with serial 57 because he was nanble to locate ¢ither

‘. -copy In the file and because of tha statanout nade by Alr. Belmont that he -
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NOTE: Based on memorandum Bassett to Call
y - - as above.” HNB:bhg. :° ahan, dated 12/ 3/75 captioned
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