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,'MEMPHIS TENN.--PERCY FOREMAN, DEFENSE ATTORNEY FOR JAMES 
ARL RAY SAID TODAY THE FBI HAD A SQUAD ASSIGNED TO DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. FOR THE TWO YE E.E.O.BE_HIS_ASSASSINATION TO PREVENT 

din MURDER OF THE CIVIL RI 	S LEADER. 
FOREMAN MADE THE DISCLOSURE DURING A BRIEF HEARING BEFORE JUDGE 

'.4.1f..PRESTON BATTLE OF SHELBY COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT THAT WAS CALLED 

1 

: TO SET A FIRM DATE FOR THE START OF RAY'S TRIAL ON CHARGES OF SLAYIN 
KING APRIL 4 IN MEMPHIS.  

. , 

	

	FOREMAN ASKED.FOR AN UNSPECIFIED DELAY, AND.THE PROSECUTION OBJECTED: ..; JUDGE BATTLE KEPT THE TENTATIVE MARCH 3 TRIAL DATE BUT SAID HE WOULD 
POSTPONE IT IF UNFORESEEN PROBLEMS AROSE IN PREPARATION OF THE 
DEFENSE. 

WORD OF THE,FBI SQUAD ASSIGNED TO KING CAME DURING AN EXCHANGE 
BETWEEN FOREMAN AND ROBERT K. DWYER, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FOR SHELBY COUNTY. 

THREE TIMES, FOREMAN SAID, HE HAS ASKED FBI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER 
FOR THE FBI'S FILES ON KING AND ON THE $1.4-MILLION MURDER 
INVESTIGATION THE FBI HAS MADE IN THE ASSASSINATION. 	 • "IT (THE FBI FILE) SAYS THAT FOR TWO YEARS BEFORE APRIL 4 THERE 
AS A SQUAD OF FBI AGENTS ASSIGNED TO PREVENT THE ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING," FOREMAN SAID. 

*I'M WORKING ON THE PRESUMPTION THAT SOMEONE OTHER THAN JAMES 
ARL.RAY WAS CONCERNED WITH THIS MURDER, FOREMAN SAID. 
HE MADE NO FURTHER REFERENCE TO THE FBI SQUAD AND THE PROSECUTION 

ID NOT COMMENT ON IT. 
12/1g--JJ1207AES . 
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