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. Vhile talking to Attorney General Renigey Clark on another matter, |

he asked how tho Jamnes Earl Ray investlgntion locked now. [ eaidI thought ;
it was wore or less stymied (o legal technicalities in Great Britaln us it haw ;
to go through a long procees on sstradition. I commented that, of course, the ;
lawyer who has gone over lo represent Ray iv a former FGI Agent; that he is

0o good and was the attorniy Ia the Mrs. Viola Livezy tage, wat, of course,
we got convictivus lu that, Lut ths lawyer has elways Leen strougly pro-Klan,

I sald be was Moyor of Biriningham, Alabame, &t one thine and at that thne

he was a strong nupporter of "Bull” Cupnor aad I thought 1t significant that

Ray siwuld get a fellow wio hes certalnly a strong simcll uf the ¥lan about him, )
I said be denles Liat 15 16 2 [daasaan or that Be ever attsadcd any of thelr L

meetings and he clalma ha docs nat kngw how Ray came to ask [or hins as his W Y
lawyer. I sald that Ray clnlms he read about hilm in the newsgpaper when he PR 4
_;.- WiS In the penitentiary In Lilraourl. The Attorney General sald he does not N
y see how Ray would remember that, Iegreed pnd taold the Attorney General \,U".
A that the lawyer and his son, who 18 a parlner, weat over to Cngland and we

| MEMORANDUM FOR

% alerted our London Office to nlert the British as to his background wo they _"‘ g
45 would know with whom thoy are dealing, _ ' Ay f
i ~
| .-5-% The Attorney Tenoral asked how lonyg ago the fellow was with the
] Bureau and I stated 1t nwet have baen befory the war, The Attorney General ! i
|

then asked how long he was with the Bureau 2nd I toid him about three years :
and that he then wunt loto the practice ol law and got Into polltics In Birmingham i
- and, as I had sald, ha was a vury strong supporter of “Bull” Cunnor In the use
of police dogs, ct cotera, n civil rigits matters. I sald he was the lawyer : !
ln the Liuzgo case and won in the local court and then It went Into the Federal :
court on civil vights and b lost. 1 eaid he has made many public statemcnts [
¢ against Martin Luther Ling when King was living and he has strong aniniosaity =
| 1= -—against King and agalnst Kennedy, Isaid it was algnificant that he 1s the

nach

--ua:o:nﬂ.oruy selected by Ray to represent him In the trial ln this country. I said E‘;’,
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e does not intend to ask for a change of venue Uf he is to be tried tn Memphts. . -
- The Attorney General asked i we were getting any ovidence that Ray had -

somebody bhelping him and supporting him and I told him none whatsoever,

I sald we were chocking various lines as to Ray and Slrhan Sirhan In the
Hobert F. Kennedy case as to the mysterious women in the pantry of the
Ambassador Hotel and 80 lax they bave all follea through, I ezid the girl

in the Sirhan case Las refused to take a lle detector test, Lut I thought the
police were going to give her one although so far she has refused to take one.
The Altorney General asked if this were the woman in the polka dot dress and

1 told him It was the one who claimed she saw the wonian in the polka dot dress.
The Attorney General said he had read the report on her and got the feeling

she was unbalanced. I cominented that she was seeking publicity.

I continued that we are also checking as to who was with Sirhan
Sirhan at the rifle range when he was practicing with the revalver as well
a8 persons with him when he bought the ammunition. I stated in thege
lostances they were men.

1 stated that in Aay‘s casé, we kave not found a slngie angle that
would indicate a conspiracy. I said the only significant thiog is the money
bo had and which he spent {reely in paying bills and I thought that could have
been obtained from a bank robbery. The Attorney Gensral sald that if we
could show he robbed the bank at Alton, it would be helpiul. I said we are
woriking on that bécause he was paying his bills with 350 bllls up to his arrest.
I sald on the other hand he stayed at flop houses and never stz2jed at a {irst-
clasa botel but at the same time he zpent, 1 thought, $1200 or more in buying
guns and the car, which I thought was $1600, and then he took dancing lessons,
bartender lzerons, And lossons in picking locks, and that 1= why I think security
is so exceedingly louportant pot only iln England but on the way back to this
country and when e geta here. ;

The Attorney Genoral comnnented that he hoped my men can bring
hin back and ashed if that were satlsfactory. I told him it was and that I
would be strongly of the opinlon, unless there i{s a compelling reason to the
coutrary, that he ought te be brought back by military plane; that I could not
see any ditference between a military plane, a Cunard lirer, or Pan A merican;
and on the Mllitary plane we would have our Agents and have Ray confined with
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because we will be plagued by the press, as they are trying everything they |

can In England to get a line on when he is being moved. I said 1 noted the
lawyer says he expects to be advised exactly when and where he will depart.
The Attorney General commented that he will know when ho gets in, :

I #9d there is a military airport ln London end I thought that la
Where the military plane sbould land if it goes from this country with
absolute silence on the part of the Commanding General as to itg departure;
that the first knowledge in this country would come when he is delivered to
the Menphls Police with sufficlent time to get him Into Jall. I sald the

Plane should arrive so as not to allow them to go through the ity in the daytime

but to arrive arcund 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning, The Attorney General sald
he was sure that wag exactly right. I said otherwige there will be efforts to

kill him if thero is 2 conspiracy and if there 18 no conspiracy, the supporters

of Dr, King will do everything in thelr power to kiil him, I eald the same

- thing is true In the case of Sichan Sirhan in Los Angeles because the feeling:
on behalf of the Kennedy followers is so strong that they will have to take
great precautinna to see he is not killed, Isaid it would be a horrible thing

i4 that there Is going to develop in this country criticlsm on the part of the British

in getling this fellow back here. I said pecple have asked how scon he will be
brought back and I bave told them nhuptothonrltuhununottmrn-.
sponsibility as we have done averything so that he has legal representation,
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The Attorney General stn&d that Lissistant Attorney General Fred
Vinson, Jr., will be golng back over to England Monday night as the Home )
Becretary and our Ambassador asked that he come back. He sald that we have

The Attorney Guperal nsked then If [ {hought a roulitary plane is
better than leasing a comu.ercisi piena sod J gaii I (dd because when you
lease a commercial plane, you woulo pave a rew, unless you put a military
crew om if, but there wouid pe no purpuge putting a niilitary crew oo a
commaercial plane. isaid [ could not gee any legal difficulty us the method
of getting hiwm back does not make much diffarence as to the leyality of the
thing or the Lnayge of it. ‘the Attarpey General commented that he bad been
thisking the other wuy. [ said he is W dangurous man sna has proven himself
to be very clever 48 ue Lstuivu fur virious parts os Lhe woria as § thought
he was Leaded fur Drusseis {y Jom Uw wiercenurios wod be nad plans to go
to Rhodesla and he was in Lisbon where be Luid around tor avout a week and
came back to Londun, { suid the ioudon ¥Yolice have never boou able to pick
up what he was doing for the balance of the tinue. I sall he is a slippery,
shrewd individual and Le 13 wost contewptuous in wanner wnd action with
the prison authorities over tiuere. I baid noulber Lung avout L.e British is .
that they are not tight on security as they do aut seurch & piraon unless he is
coavicted and they du aot seaxch Luybody visitliyg souwoue 1o jail, but that
is the old British procedure. lhe Altorney Genexal commented that it is
Rbsolutely wrong. 1 said i thought Any person visilng a prisoaer vught to be
Seaxched. The Attorney General said he thought my nen talked them into doing
that. I aaid they (inally did, out they always talk aboul traditivus over there.
The Attorney Generul commented tuat they were about as strict as anynody on
those. .

i mald 1 thouglit we have a very serious problem In woving this fellow
and we ought to do It with very carelully Jald out plans and take him into the
Naval airport ta Memphis and &rrange to turn him over to Holloman and then
announce he is In the custody of the Memplila Police. The Attorney General
sald he hoped my nien weore worklng on that so we will be ready and I told
bhim we were.
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back here, as one man's father “.ad a serious heart attack. 1said one is
Bpecial Agent Zeiss, whom he may remember, and the Attorney General said
he did, that he was a close frisnd of his father's and his son knows bim, too,
I sald he will be on the plane and so would John T. Minnich, The Attorney
General commented this would be ideal, : -

about King speaking in other towns and then Plcked out Memphls. I sald [
thick he acted entirely alone, but we are not cloging our minds that others
might be associated with him and we have to run down aevery lead,

1 sald we are getting more crank letters and letters about other
People who are golng to be killed who are In high office, such as Senatog
kdward Keunedy, et cetera. I said one does not realizc how many auts '
are loose in this cwuntry until we have a case llke thls., The Attorney General
said it brings them out. I sald we have to be careful of all of them; that we
take about three away a week who come to my olfice who complaln about
persecution and sometimes they are armed and we send them to the hoapital
and then they are sent to St. Elixabeth's and In two or thres months they are
back on the streets. The Altorney General said we are golng to have to
{ind new ways to deal with that problem as It is not ¢ ffective now, I said it
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. s & problem for the psychiatrista but they are apparently doing little to cure

them, but they are mentally unbalanced, The Attorney Generalsald it Is a
public salety problem now. I said I do not favor the view that the country

Is depraved and all that. [ said I think we have a great block of {ine people
in this country; that there may be some depraved citizens, but it s not a
depraved soclety. The Attorney General sald he thought there was too‘much
emphasis today in the presas that soclety is sick; that it is the fashionabie
thing to do. -

I said I hoped the new Commlission the President has appolnted
will ksep a balanced viewpoint as to that because the other Commisaion
went far astray in regard to white racism. I sald there {s racism but not as
predominaatly as the Kerner Commiseion found it to be, The Attorney
General sald he had never found it so. Isald as an example take the meeting
yestarday (Solidarity Day); that more than 50% of those who attended were white
and it was not predominantly Negro. The Attorney General sald that was
surprising to him and he felt better to see it that way, I sald this shows
that white raclam is oot as predominant as wo have been led to belleve.
I said I hope the Elsenhower Commission when they get arocund to thelr
findings view it with an unemctional attitude. The Attorney General sald
there are some good people on the Commission. I sald it scems it should
be done without emotionalism or crying fire, I said I get annoyed with the
editorials about our sick soclety as 1 do not belleve there 1s such a thing
in this country although there are some sick citizsens, The Attorney General
sald that If I could make this polnt In the Law FEnforcement Dulletin on the
Director's page, he thought it would be helpful. I sald I have been working
on that just recently; that the idea was given to me by McGill of the Atlanta
Constitution. I said he had a [ine editoriel about the attacks on the F5I
because we had not found the King murderer aiter two months and the cracks
that we were not trying to find him and then he quotoed several verses ol the
Bible which portrayed Christ as not Interested in the poor, but it showed
again that there l# always an offort to tear down and destroy. I commented
that I thought there was a tendency to debunk cur Patriots ia blstory. I said
it was that sort of thing that § thought drove Presldent Johnson {rom runaing
for a second term and the Attorney General agreed.
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I mentioned the Students for a Dewmocratic Soclety as a minority
group dominating and the Attorney Geunoral said it was a tiny group. 1sald .
i£ is 2 bad group and it played a big part yestarday at thls meeting as they :
attended Lut it was just like the Columbia University thing, 1 saild that was staged
only about thirty individuals who cloeed the university which has thousands of ,
students. The Attorney General said they are a pretty clever and effective -
group and bave to be watched carefully, I sald they are more effective than
out and out communists. The Attorney General sald they are dolng more
harm. I said they are moving lnto every area they can and we have been
watching them closely and we have some good Informants. The Attorney
(General sald he thought that is really vital because they are a dangerocus
groug. . .

The Attorney General expressed his appreciation and sald he would
kzep me posted on this reglstration of guns. J :

1 Very truly yours,
e | JEL
Joln Edgar Hoover
Director
SENT FROM D, g,

TIME F €1
DATE Y Eq

-17-




