
to•ly ma I. 
A•Aa 	101110. 
Mu p.  014 .0 I D  

UNITED STATES L.,./VERNMENT 

Memorandum 

	

uwi L: 	17, 1D70 	
010,1= 

	

1 - 	DeLoach 
.0-I 	 1 - 1.11*. nosen 

mama 
FROM  : 	K oLb • 	 1 -Valley o^,  

	

1 - 	mcG9wrn  • 1 - Av. McLonoup-h SUBJECT 	 — hr. b!shop 

This is the case involvin:; the murder uf nnrtin Luther 7--4.6 Ling, Jr. 

„wvs 	the subject who is serving n 9D year 
sentence in n Tenncssce 	Prison.on his vilty plea to the murder of ::in:;, hns filed a petition under the Tennessee "yost 

I . 	
Conviction 	!et". 9n k.- 1.:.; his lost :venue ti;' appeal in Otntc Court 	hiA; Dpperl previously 1.11J OCOCO 	the Tennessee • : '71.7  State Supreme Court. 

The hnscs of his current opperl are the snme, namely: • . prat 

1. Ile charges conflict of ipteret by his previous - I attorneys frt.'..uytlInc...i slid Percy„Yoromon'snd writ.l.r William Bradford - rule :n connection with the financial returmi, from publications on Fay's :itchy-  relative to Ihe King shootiKt. 

:r'"Z 

	

	 L. be was deprived of full and free r•CCV:J4 to his atior- neys while incarcerated in Shelby County (Acmphis), Tennessee, Jail. 
alm+-■•  

'3. The death of the trial judge, Preston Pottle, soon after his trial and sentencin:; also deprived him of his . right to new trial. 

titaci.e0 to the petition is an affidavit by Jerry-Ray, 
Zarl i!ny's bruther, w;lich was trken under uath, Un which Jerry 

Lay claim, tbnt Percy foreman stated that- the prosecution and/or the 	wrs 	wiLnesses, "specifically a mon by the name of :::TCV.,r;:.S rho th,.: prosecution wrs bribilv; by or;erlill; him a large sum 
money alp P resard." 

lois undoubtedly reins to Charles 1.;nilwriC:itephens,.who uccupie6 tis:• rutin] adjacent to James Errl ;,a) ri 	;1011::c in Mimphis 

• '2,;-  
irum whict :he shot 	Zkred. 
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TO 



.iosen to DeLoach flumurnmlum 
LE: NOW.I 

There is no basis fur Jerry Ray's statement that the FBI bribed Stephens. The Tennessee State Prosecutor has advised SAC, Memphis that there is no basis to Jerry ray's statement that the prosecution bribed 2te9nens. The prosecutor indicated that they would answer the petition within the next SO days. 
ACTION: 

IL is recommended that SAC, Memphis be instructed to prepare an affidavit and furnish it to the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tcnncssee, refutinu the statement in Jerry Ray's afiidav;I: pertninin:; to the YM in order that the record will be set strai3ht. 
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1 - Mr. McDonough 

AIFtTEL 

TO: 	SAC, MEMPHIS (44,1987) 

FROM: DIRECTOR...id:0 (44 -38861)-- 5W712--  

°MUNI-X-115 
Reurairtel 4/14/70. 

SAC, Ifemphis should prepare an appropriate 
affidavit refuting the statement set forth in Jerry Ray's 
affidavit pertaining to the FBI and furnish the original 
to the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, and 
furnish copies to the Bureau for dissemination to the 
Civil Rights Division. 
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