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local Australian visa issuing authorities
| any application for an Australian visa had been made
| the past year under the name or aliases of Lhe subject,
Atlanta request was based on information from au Austrian
‘diplomatic representative who had received an anonymous tele-
Ephonc c¢all from an individual asking whether his admission Lo
jAustralia would be denied il he bhad a prior criminal record,
completed the inquiry with negative results and

routinely informed his hendguarters reparding the matter.
They apparcntly alerted Australian polace regarding the cvase
and the police have apparecntly informed Lthe peess as a number
of inquirics have been recceaived to which we are makzing no
comment .

Sl t ¢ L cphoned 5/1/68 and stated that his
Embassy is being besieged wilh press inquirivs and would
like to guict these-by saying that they hLave merely made o
routine chock of their records atl FBI request to see il
there had been a visa application fgr Australia under tihe
name or aliases of the subject. was inlurmed thal
wir are making no response to press inquiries in Lhis mate™
but that it his Embassy wisbed to mauke Lhe statement protesad,
| we would have no objection as it was, of course, a malter Lov
&1hcir own Jdecision,
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i WASHINGTON --AUSTRALTA HAS REEMN ASKED BY THE FUI TO MAKE A "ROLUTINE
= CHECK™ OF WKETHER JAMES EARL RAY, SOUGHT IN THF FURDUPR OF MARTINM
1 LUTHERYKI¥§1C¥AE AP?LIED FOR A ViFA TO GO TO TEAT COUNTRY, AN
EMBASSY O AL SAID TODAY, A
} THE OFFICIAL EMPHASIZED, HMOVEVER THAT "AUSTEALIAN AUTHCRITICS
X HAV% NOIEVIDEHCE AT ALL THAT THE PE&SUN CONCEDNEDR (RAY) I5 IN
AUSTRALIA."

. _AMERICAN SOURCES ALSO UNDERSCORED THE RCUTINE MATURE OF THE FEAUIST
{ THEY SAID IT WOULD BE LOGICAL TO ASSUME THAT SIMILAR REZUTSTS EITHER
. |HAD OR WOULD BE MADE OF OTHER NATIONS IN WHICH RAV MIGHT SERK
REFUGE, THE FRI HAD NO COMMENT OM THE EMBASSY CFY¥ICIAL'S STATEMENT.
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