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D. J. Brennan, Jr.:. 
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Based on information from Atlanta, we 

Lo tWeci with I10. 

local Australian visa issuing authorities to determine wheth.:v 

the past year under the name or aliases of the subject. Thb 
any application for an Australian visa had lion made duriug 

,Atlanta request was based on information from an Austrian  

diplomatic representative who hau received an anonymous tele-
l phone call from an individual asking whether his admission to 

(Australia would be denied if he had a. prior criminal record. 

delaftcompleted the inquiry with negative results and 
routinely informed his hejtdquarters regarding the matter. 

They apparently alerted Australian police ri*arding the case 

and the police have apparently informed the pvi.ss as a number 

of inquiries have been received to which we are making no 

comment. 

MINVAINFtelephoned 5/1/G8 and stated that his 

Embassy is being besieged wi lh press inquiries and would 

like to quiet these -by saying that they have merely made a 

' routine check of their records at FBI reque3t to see if 

there had been a visa application for Australia unier the 

name or aliases of the subject. WOOMINFwas infurmed that 

we are making no response to press inquiries in thi:i matio.r 

I 

but that Jr his Embassy wished to make the statement Pro! 

S we would have no objection as it was, of course, a matter 1: 	..' 
yhcir own decision. 	
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UPI -E5 
(MANHUNT) 

WASHINGTON-AUSTRALIA HAS BEEN ASKED•RY THE 7.7.1.  TO MAKE A "POUTIF 
CHECK" OF VHETHER JAMES EARL RAY SOUGHT IN THY. .VIRDER OF MAOT1N 
LUTHER KING, VAS APPLIED FOR A VISA TO GO TO THAT COUNTRY, AN 
EMBASSY OFFICIAL SAID TODAY. 

THE OFFICIAL EMJHASIZED, YOVEVER, THAT "AUSIALTAN AUTHOPITI 
HAVE NO EVIDENCE AT ALL THAT THE PERSON CONCErNEP (RAY) I 7  IN 
AUSTRALIA." 

AMERICAN SOURCES ALSO UNDEPFCOPED THE 7.OUTINT NAY1JPE OF THE F-1:IST 
1 1-riFY SAID IT WOULD RE. LOGICAL TO ASSUME THAT SIriLA3 P.E -:UFSTS EITHER 

i HAD OR WOULD BE MADE OF OTHER NATIONS IN WHICH R!C; r;GHT F.L7F 
REFUGE. THE FRI HAD NO COMMENT ON THE EMDASSY OF1:ICIAL'S STATP:E::T. 
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