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SUBJECT DIRECTOR'S TESTIMONY BEFORE 
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

Attached is a copy of the transcript of 
the 

Director's testimony before the Presiden
t's Commission 

on the Assassination of President Kennedy. This transcript 

has been examined for accuracy, including misspellings 

and typographical errors on the part of 
the court reporter. 

It is noted that apparently the court re
porter did not 

record the Director's testimony accurate
ly in some instance*. 

We have made as few changes as possible,
 in order to 

preserve the intent and accuracy of the 
Director's testimony. 

This testimony was gone over by Messrs. 
Mohr, Malley, 

Branigan, M. A. Jones, Gheesling, Rogge,
 and me, on • 

word-by-word basis. In addition, Assista
nt Directors 

Sullivan, Rosen, DeLoach and Conrad have
 read the testimony 

and furnished their suggestions. 

It is planned that I will personally go 
over these 

changes with Mr. Rankin of the Commissio
n. 

Enclosure 
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possibly could, that there is always tho possibility at 

soave future date that some evidence might come to the surface. 

Ur. Hocver. 'hat is, of course, possible, yes. 

IdeTRep. 	. I want just to bo sure that no leads, no 

evidence regardless of its credibility will be ignored, that 

it will be pursued by the bureau or any other agency to make colw. 

tain that it is good, bad or of no value. 

Ur. Hoover. Well, I can assure you so far as the FOI is 
• 

concerned, the case will be continuecrin en open classification . 

for all time. That isa 
 any information coming to us or any 

report coming to us from any source will be thoroughly investigated)  

4161( that we will be able to either prove or disprove the . 

allegation, 	 r saw. We found in the course of our 

investigations in 	have made staterentse en04 

when we 

C4..a, they will frankly admit 
f'■
Aerie  an entire falsehood

) 
thefe4.-t 

they don't know they wrote the letter or why they made jg4ree 

the statement. 

but nevertheless we have the record and el. generally.  in 

- those instances et 17V g 	signed statement from that individual 
A 

so it can be made a part of the record. 

Rap. Ford. Under your authority from the President, the 

authority which gave you the Fuze  the responsibility to con- 
• • 

duct this investigation it is not an authority with a tominal 

point. It is an authority that goes on indefinitely? 

et 
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circulated in the Eurnpcan Press, and this man
 came here and 

.was, as I got it from some other sources, he took in some - 

people here, some American journalists, an
d I am told that this • 

man has • Communist background, and in addition to that is a 

most unroliablO person. He has made thaso alle
gations that the 

Dallas Police force was involved in the assass
ination and so on. 

Would you have any suggestions on how this Com
mission should 

deal with sort -- with this sort of thing? 

Hr. Hoover. 	 11401 have received a request 

from the Commisssion to review that book and to make a report 

upon any portionu of it that can be contradicted or substantiated 

by al teal facts or documents. 

know auchanan's background. He worked on the W
ashington 

Star and be was dismissed from the Washington Star because 

#144144 

he was • member of the Communist Party. He sp
ent nowt of his 

time in recent years in France 	foraeenc newspap
ers, 

vo 
sod yellowed the articles that he has 

written hey are watealy 

4- 

reviewed get. It is being reviewed by my rese
arch section. 

Some of the allegations are utterly fantastic
. I often wonder 

XiLfsome of those indivic4/s ame.ad4Latmd.aammaneO
semermmil. 

get sears ideas Lm-tbalm-beadv make such statements without *raison • 

biripio.at foundation. 

	 ••••■••■••■••■■■•■■•■•••••■••••••••••■••■••••••••..•••••••.••••••••••V 

• • 

what I would call 'journalistic garbage. There is not, a scin
tilla 

IM  
of truth toA

tho tinge 	he has written in these articles and in 
411461/a Kr 

book which I have had a chance to scanha
4
ven't actually boos 
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A swell thing can often make a wan break and cone forward 

with a full confession. Wevesess:If he knows in advanco that tau 

et 	wa.ae 
have gat certain ti" 	ho is....144m1.4m, be on guard against answer- 

q my  le  g Show. uestions. e is always advise4 of his rightUarbe ille 

&wet that he call,hawan attorney, theee.64.i.mve la always nako a 

• 
point of We generally have isi-our..c.asam.e.phredkriasup a reputable • 

physician of the 	 presont in our office whilo the prisoner 

40.161,4f),00064ftln* 	to at 	41ir 
is thorecn sm be able to testify w1.4.44.44c he has boon im■melmvwde- 

third dorms° 

Imehiare An%42%.40141•0 

lia......Qat....tiajanale*aw4mpegrilserrielfintrienttiflUtd 

is oxawincd when ho cones in and he is oxaminod arwe take 

hiu be-fame the Corzliosioner. Taking him before the Commissioner 

in a caso like Oswal4would probably haue.hed...to have been done 

within morim four or five hours. 14,....maues...emosomm..4haemseed 

gamossialy-44,..i e try toAheep with n an hour.` 
ArkAAtaar.. 6. 

.dmilf-Triat mikes  it more difficult, you haw: gip to work faster, 

ftturttLAA4/ 
But again A 	

favor ofewasmiloamw  having the %lee•eimess of Wm. 

law enforcewont officee as tightly bound down as we can, with 

two respect for the interests of lociety. 

Of course, there 

o-fiteirrinTrol f-venrreeT 
040001 

dogroor, but years ago 

must be an equal balance,tWOM. Mfttmatems 
Wit• 

for years havo had a rule against third. 

IMMISirmany police departments used the 

third degreo. I think iv ry few of them use it now because if 

they use it they GPI 111 -1-1°1110 r "1 .%1  " mewed the civil rights • statutoS 

CONFSNTIAL 
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CON9OTIAL 6566 
Isloyeerawarreeireft what at least:takes them away from being close 
Of to the gaktat the White Uouae. poit I think there ought 
to bo aorta controlodemOMMOI Acketing, of course, if legitimate 

its At if it is orderly. Many times it doesn't continueAorderly, amd 

ce/%1sometimes shame pickets, as in this 	have thrown thimsolves 
on the pavement and the police have to come and pick thorn, up or 0 
drag them away* amyl hen, of course, the chargo is made of 

brutality right away. 

Delegationvisitior me 	 ask 	why i don't Ali 
arrest a police officer for net.a4eprimer-mak-feemm■matrimaylriviellteri 

%Aviv' 
hitting come Magro that he is arresting in a sit-in striker 

in some eliwaissue southern 

AuttA 
• Waltr., Va have no might Vb make an arrest of that kind. . ■':10  

Co l lsobwiga. Under the authority the bureau has we have to submit those At the 
Department of Justice and hey authorize us to makeW arrest 
we will do its  irst-werzas0.404wetr- ise-o-eitiireem's 
atrimist-AQ...ta...apeaibr.wiwomftelvere;44empte.beivogimep.4eliney&Vemedttikl. 

emendeeVree*.hrdYikiiiti. 

Tem* in general aro the ossvbem4rossee•Nebvs. recommendations 
I bade and I will lismo-tilLe.-0.aciedLocia,...vibLeeinipsreal-mmdroveloWlfm6 
imaamajkAirjwargoiarnibaimakonspeasavapatil tarnish the Coivnittoe with 

c eh 	...K.4,141•4466444.40. 
• 

me: Makin. Mr. Hoover, I would like' to ask you in regard 

CONFXNTIAL 

lay-in strike ordc 

cities. 


