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FROM : A, H, Belmont . Mr. Mohr v i—
Mr. Malley Gty e
Mr. Sullivan

SUBJECT: DIRECTOR'S TESTIMONY BEFORE
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSIOR ON
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

Attached is a copy of the transcript of the s
Director's testimony before the President's Commission '
on the Assassination of President Kennedy. This transcript f
has been examined for accuracy, including misspellings
and typographical errors on the part of the court reporter. .

{ 1t is noted that apparently the court reporter did not 3
record the Director's testimony accurately in some instances. H

We have made as fev changes as possible, in order to :

preserve the intent and sccuracy of the Director's testimony.

This testimony was gone over by Messrs. Mohr, Malley, LA
Branigan, M. A. Jones, Gheesling, Rogge, and me, OD & we
word-by-word basis. 1In addition, Assistant Directors
Sullivan, Rosen, Deloach and Conrad have read the testimony
and furnished their suggestions.

It is planned that I will personally go over these
changes with Mr. Rankin of the Comaissioan. ' e
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pousibly could, that therc’is slways tho possibility at
sowe future date that somo ovidonée rsight como to the surface.
( ’ Hx. Mocver. %hat is, of coursc, possible, yes.

) J Rep. 4 . I waat just to be sure that no leads, no
evidonce regardless of its credibility will be ignored, that
it will be pursued by the Burcau or any other agency to maka cer-
tain that it is good, bad or of no value. .

lir., Hoover. ¥Well, I can assure you so far as the PuI is

concerned, the case will be continucd in an open classification

for all time. That u,any information coming to us or any

report coming to us from any source will be thoroughly tnvenuqaud'-,

A‘»‘ that wo will be able to either prove or disprove the .

allogation . Wo found in the course of our
) investigations, ingividuals have made staterents, emd Yot ,
A

wvhen we an
'ﬁ‘ ﬂj

Ce-bPy they will frankly adindt “ is an entire tahehood and ML
they don't know wh#- they vrote the letter or why they made
. the statonent.
but neverthcless we have the record and ess gcnaorally in
thoso 1nstnncea:;%tt2 li‘gned statement from that individual
so it can bc made a parﬁ of the record.

Rep. Ford. Under your authority from the President, the

) authority which gave you the FPuUI, the rusponsibility to con- |
( duct this 1nvoatlgatfon it is not an authority with a t;minll . X :
point, It iy an asuthority that goecs on 1ndot£n'1t..1y7' .l |

e e . e Y A S ety ) e v .

conr}(tnrm AU

- 4‘ T "E ' ;m‘\'!‘

B R0, VL LY TR

X
K

B Ao P S T ok - "I 2
PR 2o e s PR el -

o

ViR
Twi U
- -

AN

oo

fa IS s

X

L

W
X

o
by

2 s L

i
TR
BN
j 29
<
A
Az
Al
o
N
R
Ll




[
T T ORI T e T ey . | - ewmens - v
Ay - P - !

PR - e esa—mmer mew S = =

. <xmry<%nat L Ty
circulated in the Curnpcan Press, and this man camo horé and
.was, as I got it from sore other sc'mrces, he took in somo °
pegplo here, some Aacrican journalists, and I am told thalL this °
man has a Communist background, and in addition to that is a
most unroliablc porson. lle has mado thesc allegations that the

Dallas Police forco was {nvolved 4n the assassination and so on.

Would you have any suggestions on how this Cormission should
deal with sort == with this sort of thing?

#ir. Hoover. W“& have received a request
from the C?nm.lusion to review that book and to make a report
upon any portions of it that can be contradicted or substantiated
by a«tual facts ‘or documents.

I know Buchanan's background. He worked on the Washh:sgton
§tar and he was dismigsed from tha Washington star because
he was a member of tho Communist Party. le spont :‘-“.t of his
time in recent years in France iting for encld newspapers,

hove iy w
and I Afollowod the articles that he has written) Ahey are wevewdy

) .
what I would c«ll'journnustic garhage." There is not a scintilla

Mmoot
of truth toAt.ho {ngs he has written in these articles and in &hds
book which I have had a chance to 8can, haven't actually beea
roviwod' yot. It is being reviewed by my research section,

some of thc allegations are uttorly fantastic. I often wonder

bt :
&uwr eowo of these individyals ane—aidictaddomnideensand

< _
get semo idoas tan-thaiz head, make such statenénts without a=salne

Sidde-auf foundation.
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"law enforccuunt ofﬁ.cci; as tightly bound Jown as we can, with

L o s

( coxf}bﬁmm. U oo

A vmall thing can ofton make a man break and comoe forward
with a full confcusion. \mIf he knovws in advance that you
havu @t certain shiags ho W be on quard against answor-
iny shese q\.n:m:ion::.A ¢ iuv always adviscd of his tight%lho
oot that !no can. have an attorncy, these—tivkengc % always make a
point of‘ Mo gencrally have {0 OUL Catott=pinabobbiy & raputahlc
physician of tha c.ou.un‘ty presont in our office while the pt.lsonor

&o ol v Ty to\rem ¢ +hJ s 4

is thutc,hio bLe ablc to tostify w he hasnbcen Lnepoyyp=do-

g - thixd doqgree
.M.nn m#o-‘ta
4s oxamrined when ho comes in and he is oxaminod %“m tako

Sy

hii befewe the Corsissioner. Taking him before tho Commissioner - S
in a casc like Oswald}would probably haue-ved—tov have been done
w ithin mese four or five hours. \WW

G Galyra. O- r.w
gonezally it iau e try to‘bqs within an hour.’

A
ow¢ Lhat makec it more difficult, you have g@s to work faster,

’l&? MM
But again IAOL 'in favor Of jedSaltiiy having the (3........: of ﬁ-'

» :‘v.h‘V.‘: . .
S AL

uuu respect for the intercsts of ‘ocic:t-/.
Of course, thero wust bo an equal balance, thwle., rT—too
Wo
K‘ yocars havo had a rule againut third -
e A
doyreacl, but ycars ago &Emge, Many police departments used the
tl\ird degreco. I think vzry fow of them use it now because 1!

they use it thoy W the civil rights -ututos

com?(umAL
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babayesso-tavewe. “hat at loast takea thonm away from boing close

p ~

* to the qaufat the White liouse, Pe€ I think thera ought

to Lo goric control, ey, Picketing, of coursa, 1g logitimate
O if it is orderly. tHany times it docson't contim:';.Aordorly, and
somotinmcu whame pickcto, as in this ﬂ‘hnvo thrown el‘u-olwu ‘
on the pavcment and the police have to come and pick them up cr ¢ ‘
drag then awaye asms ghon, of course, the charge is made of
brutality right away. , %i;
.m':f 15l Bandloghem—im-a . | |
'Q Dol'egationsAVi.sit;:? LM{“ why I don't é‘; |
arrest a police officer for not—stopping— —from—maiving-triwryeop g
, hitting some Nagro who is }ar:esting in a sit-in strika'- %j
O lay-in strike orA-- o in some ef<bheowe couthoqt ,% “
citios. : w
auﬁwrk' o

7

- WekZ, Wb have no phght t‘ make an arrost of that kind, .
tom)lun‘
Under the authority the Lureau has we have to submit thosn'\t the
Q
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Departrent of Justice and:émy authorize us to make “arrost

we will do it WW.M'. : e
u:‘. ‘oonduet et the Yiost, |
Zhot in general arc the sentente-ef=the recommcendations

O I made and I will hase this-placcd On shise-pepes—and ~mmylehen

NRRARACLD R I cabsnirseppunteavwett. nish the Committee with
hig & cgﬁ .7 T‘,.'. WW. _ T

Mr. Rankin. Hr, lioover, I would lika’ to'ask you in regard

com%rmu.
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