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M
r. H

oover on
 P

olygraph
 U

se-an
d A

n
oth

er L
etter on

 Its E
ffectiven

ess 
M

y atten
tion

 h
as b

een
 called

 to an
 article 

en
titled

 "
F

B
I U

ses L
ie T

ests in
 P

rob
e of 

L
eak

s at S
tate"

 b
y M

u
rrey M

ard
er in

 th
e 

S
ep

tem
b

er 3, 1971, issu
e of T

h
e W

ash
in

gton
 

P
ost an

d
 a colu

m
n

, "
E

xtractin
g th

e T
ru

th
: 

T
ea L

eaves or P
olygrap

h
 T

ests?"
 b

y. A
lan

 
B

arth
 on

 S
ep

tem
b

er 7, 1971. B
oth

 of th
ese 

item
s categorically assert th

at th
e F

B
I u

sed
 

p
olygrap

h
s d

u
rin

g an
 in

vestigation
 of al-

leged
 "

leak
s"

 of con
fid

en
tial in

form
ation

 at 
the D

epartm
ent of State. 

T
h

ese statem
en

ts b
y M

essrs. M
ard

er an
d

 
B

arth
 th

at th
e F

B
I u

sed
 p

olygrap
h

s in
 th

is 
in

vestigation
 are totally an

d
 com

p
letely u

n
-

true. 
F

or th
e in

form
ation

 of you
r read

ers, th
e 

D
ep

artm
en

t of Ju
stice on

 Ju
ly 21), 1971, in

-
stru

cted
 th

e F
B

I to con
d

u
ct a com

p
lete in

-
vestigation

, w
h

ich
 en

tailed
 som

e in
terview

s 
at th

e D
ep

artm
en

t of S
tate, w

ith
 regard

 to 
alleged

 u
n

au
th

orized
 d

isclosu
re of classified

 
in

form
ation

 as a p
oten

tial violation
 of th

e 
esp

ion
age law

s. W
e Im

m
ed

iately In
stitu

ted
 

an
 in

vestigation
 in

 com
p

lian
ce w

ith
 th

e D
e-

p
artm

en
t of Ju

stice's in
stru

ction
s. H

ow
ever, 

at n
o tim

e d
id

 th
e F

B
I u

se p
olygrap

h
s, as al-

leged
, in

 its in
vestigation

. 
S

u
rely, it is in

 th
e in

terest of resp
on

sib
le 

jou
rn

alism
 th

at th
e b

asic facts b
e accu

rately 
an

d
 h

on
estly rep

orted
. T

h
is in

ep
t h

an
d

lin
g 

of in
form

ation
 b

etrays th
e sin

cere d
esire of 

you
r read

ers for a factu
al k

n
ow

led
ge of th

e 
new

s of the day. 
J. E

D
G

A
R

 H
O

O
V

E
R

, 
M

reetor, F
ed

eral B
u

reau
 of In

vestiaatlas. 
W

ashington. 

T
h

e A
m

erica
n

 P
o

ly
g

ra
p

h
 A

sso
cia

tio
n

 
tak

es stron
g excep

tion
 to b

oth
 th

e ton
e an

d
 

con
ten

t of th
e article b

y A
lan

 B
arth

 on
 th

e 
ed

itorial p
age of T

h
e P

ost on
 S

ep
tem

b
er 7. 

W
e are d

isap
p

oin
ted

 th
at a p

ap
er of th

e 
statu

re of T
h

e P
ost saw

 fit to d
ign

ify w
ith

 
p

u
b

lication
 th

e com
p

en
d

iu
m

 of h
alf tru

th
s, 

u
n

tru
th

s, an
d

 rath
er sop

h
om

oric sarcasm
 

rep
resen

ted
 b

y M
r. B

arth
's article. W

e are 
p

erh
ap

s n
aive, k

n
ow

in
g th

at T
h

e P
ost h

as 
n

ever b
een

 a b
eliever in

 th
e p

olygrap
h

 b
u

t 
w

e assert ou
r p

rofou
n

d
 con

viction
 th

at you
 

sh
ou

ld
 req

u
ire factu

al accu
racy, even

 from
 

w
riters on your opinion pages. 
M

r. B
arth

 closes w
ith

 th
e com

m
en

t th
at a 

p
olygrap

h
 test is so in

su
ltin

g, so d
em

ean
in

g, 
an

d
 so h

u
m

iliatin
g, th

at an
yon

e w
h

o w
ou

ld
 

eith
er ad

m
in

ister or su
b

m
it to su

ch
 en

 ex-
am

in
ation

 is u
n

fit to rep
resen

t th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates. D
esp

ite h
is assertion

 th
at th

is can
 b

e 
tak

en
 for gran

ted
, th

e A
P

A
 b

elieves th
at 

such strong statem
ents should require som

e 
m

od
icu

m
 of p

roof. E
xactly w

h
y a p

erson
 is 

hum
iliated, dem

eaned, and insulted by being 
given

 an
 op

p
ortu

n
ity to estab

lish
 h

is in
n

o-
cen

ce of seriou
s ch

arges is b
eyon

d
 ou

r com
-

prehension. 
M

r. B
arth

 ap
p

ared
tly d

eligh
ts in

 esoteric 
k

n
ow

led
ge of variou

s form
s of ord

eal b
u

t 
conveniently ignores the fact that it w

as just 
because of such m

ethods of soothsaying that 
th

e p
olygrap

h
 w

as d
evelop

ed
. W

e of th
e 

A
P

A
 w

ou
ld

 rath
er stak

e ju
d

gm
en

t of ou
r 

veracity u
p

on
 th

e ob
jective an

alysis of a set 
of p

olygrap
h

 ch
arts th

an
 u

p
on

 th
e sw

irl of 
tea leaves, even

 w
h

en
 stirred

 by a person of  

such perception and sensitivity as M
r. B

arth. 
W

e fin
d

 ou
rselves trou

b
led

 b
y viciou

s at-
tack

s su
ch

 as th
ose b

y M
r. B

arth
, b

etau
se 

n
ow

h
ere d

oes h
e set forth

 a system
 to re-

p
lace th

e on
e w

h
ich

 h
e is attack

in
g. H

e ap
-

p
aren

tly is estab
lish

in
g a n

ew
 con

stitu
tion

al 
p

rivilege: T
h

e righ
t to lie w

ith
 im

p
u

n
ity. 

M
r. B

arth 
and oth

ers of h
is ilk

 w
ou

ld
 b

ar 
effective Investigation, w

ould bar psycholog-
ical testin

g, w
ou

ld
 b

ar p
olygrap

h
 exam

in
a-

tion
s, an

d
 w

ou
ld

, in
 gen

eral, b
ar an

y m
ean

s 
th

u
s far d

evelop
ed

 for gettin
g at tru

th
 in

 
m

atters of controversy. 
It is a fact, for exam

p
le, th

at even
 d

etrac-
tors of p

olygrap
h

 testin
g con

ced
e m

in
im

al 
accuracy of the technique to be in the 70 per 
cen

t ran
ge. O

th
er scien

tists of im
p

eccab
le 

}cred
en

tials, w
h

ich
 far exceed

 th
ose of th

e 
A

P
A

 a
n

d
 certa

in
ly

 M
r.. B

a
rth

, h
a

v
e es-

tablished accuracy of the technique in the 90 
p

er cen
t ran

ge. W
ith

 all d
u

e m
od

esty th
e 

A
P

A
 b

elieves th
at th

is m
ay even

 exceed
 th

e 
accuracy of journalistic reporting. 

T
h

e recen
t statem

en
t b

y th
e S

ecretary of 
S

tate th
at h

e b
elieves th

e p
olygrap

h
 can

 b
e 

efflective in
 clearin

g th
e in

n
ocen

t b
u

t n
ot in

 
identifying the guilty, though som

ew
hat par-

ad
oxical, is accep

tab
le to th

e A
P

A
. W

e h
ave 

alw
ays believed that the greatest service our 

m
em

b
ers can

 p
erform

 is th
at of assistin

g 
persons w

ho are falsely accused in establish-
ing their innocence. 

R
A

Y
M

O
N

D
 J. W

E
IR

 JR
. 

P
realdent-elect. 

A
m

trriaan P
obT

raph daecialation. 
W

ashington. 


