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- Hoover Has Hangup About Hair

Jack Anderson

J. Edgar Hoover, the 768-year-
old FBI chief, has a hangup
about hair, He's Inclined to
measure an employee’s fidelity
by the length of his locks.

Last June, for instance, the
old curmudgeon saw a pleture
in the Washington Post of
three FBI agents hustling an
airline hijacker, Glen E. Riggs,
into the U.S. magistrate's court
in Alexandria, Va. One of the
agents, John F. Mullen, had
sideburns extending almost to
the bottom of his ear.

This violated Hoover's taste
in sideburns. In a huff, he
censured Mullen for letting his
sideburns grow too long and
banished him to Indianapolis.

Now Hoover has ordered an
FBl-wide inspection, division
by division, for subversive side-
burns and hippy hairdos. Any-
one whose hair style doesn't
suit the old man will lose ten
days pay.

Some FBI agents haye com-
plained privately that Hoover's
tonsorial tastes make it diffi-
cult for them to infiltrate anti-
government demonstrations.
The demonstrators, invariably,
wear their hair long and
straggly.

Narcotics agents, who care-
fully cultivate the hippy look
and lingo, have been far more
successful at infiltration. They
are contemptuous, indeed, of
the FBI As one narcotics agent

put it to us, “An FBI man's
idea of infiltrating a hippy
group is taking off his tie,”

Spilled Oil

A huge Texas company that
does a big business with the
oil companies has been hired
by the Enviornmental Protec-
tion Agency to investigate the
disastrous offshore oil spills
and fires caused by the sam
companies, .

The company is Texas In-
struments, an $827-million-a
year concern whose board of
directors until recently includ-
ed no less an oily politico than
John Connally, LBJ’s old side-
kick, who is Nixon's Treasury
Secretary.

Officials at Texas Instru-
ments are not at all embar-
rassed at having been hired to
investigate one of thelr biggest
customers. Indeed, in proper
Texas fashion, they seem posi-
tively proud of it.

“We do business with all the
major oil companies and all
the minor oil companies,” said
Frank Lord, one of TI's public
relations boosters.

Lord explalned that aside
from making equipment that
could be used hy oil drillers,
Texas Instruments has one
whole division devoted to per-
forming. seismie surveys of oil
fields prior to drilling.

At the same time, he ac-
knowledged, the company has

gigned a contract with EPA
to do “surveys and investiga-
tions to determine the sources,
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in a conflict of interest, to do|obtained documentary evi-
its customer a favor. For a re.|dence that the Pentagon, de-
port the environ-|spite official denlals, some-
mental harm from an ofl spill[times suppresses news. Here’s
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Cat Three, have been caughtlon Republic of Vietnam or
in a Catch 22 scenario. The trio[U.S. forces, or the possible
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