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T
he 

F
rie

n
d

s o
f th

e
 F

.B
.I., a

n
 o

r-
g

an
izatio

n
 fo

rm
ed

 to
 .co

m
b

at 
criticism

 o
f th

e F
ed

eral B
u

erau
 

o
f In

v
estig

atio
n
 an

d
 its d

irec-
to

r, J. E
d
g
a
r H

o
o
v

e
r, a

n
-

n
o
u
n
ced

 to
d
ay

 th
e start o

f "an
 

in
-d

ep
th

, o
b
jectiv

e stu
d
y
" o

f 
the bureau. 

I. A
. P

ark
er, p

resid
en

t of th
e 

F
rien

d
s o

f th
e F

.B
.I. an

d
 state 

ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e V

irg
in

ia sec-
tio

n
 o

f th
e co

n
serv

ativ
e Y

o
u

n
g

 
A

m
erican

s fo
r F

reed
o

m
, said

 
th

e F
rien

d
s h

ad
 co

m
m

issio
n
ed

 A
m

erican
s fo

r E
ffectiv

e L
aw

 
E

n
fo

rcem
en

t to
 d

o
 th

e stu
d
y
 

and had given them
 $70,000for 

thatpurpose. 
M

r. P
a
rk

e
r sa

id
 th

a
t th

e
 

F
rie

n
d
s "m

a
y
 h

a
v
e
 a

 v
e
ry

 
b

ia
se

d
 a

ttitu
d

e
, b

u
t th

e
 fa

c
t 

w
e'v

e co
m

m
issio

n
ed

 a h
ig

h
ly

 
respected outfit like A

m
ericans 

for E
ffective L

aw
 E

nforcem
ent 

sh
o

u
ld

 elim
in

ate an
y

 trep
id

a-
tio

n
." 

A
m

ericans for E
ffective L

aw
 

E
nforcem

ent is a C
hicago-based 

organization form
ed in 1966 as 

a co
n

serv
ativ

e co
u

n
terw

eig
h

t 
to the A

m
erican C

ivil L
iberties 

U
n

io
n

. A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral Jo
h

n
 N

. M
itc

h
e
ll h

a
s . g

iv
e
n

 th
e
 

g
ro

u
p

 a fo
rm

al en
d

o
rsem

en
t, 

an
d
 it h

as su
p
p
o
rted

 th
e G

o
v
-

ern
m

en
t's p

o
sitio

n
 in

 crim
in

al 
court cases. 

A
 2

9
-y

ear-o
ld

 M
ilw

au
k

ee 
law

yer, R
ichard 0. 'W

right, w
ill 

he director of the study. 
A

t an
ew

s co
n
feren

ce h
ere, 

M
r. W

right said: 
"T

h
ere is a co

n
certed

 effo
rt 

b
u

ild
in

g
 to

 a
c
c
o

m
p

lish
 th

e
 

cu
rtailm

en
t o

f certain
 F

.B
.I. 

fu
n
ctio

n
s. F

o
r o

n
e, th

e A
m

eri-
can

 C
iv

il L
ib

erties U
n
io

n
 h

as 
d

ev
elo

p
ed

 a p
ro

ject w
h

ich
 is 

in
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 sto

p
 F

.B
.I. su

r-
b
e
illa

n
c
e
 o

f m
ilita

n
t ra

d
ic

a
l g

ro
u
p
s. A

 law
su

it fo
r th

is p
u
r-

p
o

se h
as alread

y
 b

een
 filed

 in
 

P
hiladelphia." 
T

he A
.C

.L
.U

. suit alleges that 
th

e
 F

.B
.I. h

a
s "e

n
g
a
g
e
d
 in

 
gathering inform

ation w
hich-re-

lates ex
clu

siv
ely

 to
 law

fu
l an

d
 

p
eacefu

l activ
ities p

ro
tected

 b
y

 
th

e
 F

irst A
m

e
n

d
m

e
n

t," h
a
s 

d
o
n
e so

 to
 "h

arass an
d
 in

tim
i-

d
a
te

" th
e
 o

b
je

c
ts o

f th
e
 su

r-
v

e
illa

n
c
e
, a

n
d

 "
c
h

ills a
n

d
 

d
eters' th

ese p
eo

p
le fro

m
 ex

-
e
rc

isin
g
:th

e
ir rig

h
ts o

f fre
e
 

speech and association. 
M

r. W
right also criticized the 

recen
t co

n
feren

ce o
n

 th
e F

.B
.I. 

th
at w

as h
eld

 at P
rin

ceto
n
 U

n
i- versity. H

e said the conference, 
sponsored by P

rinceton's W
ood-

ro
w

 W
ilsim

 S
c
h

o
o

l a
n

d
 th

e
 

C
o

m
m

ittee fo
r P

u
b

lic Ju
stice, 

h
ad

 b
een

 "p
reju

d
iced

 fro
m

 th
e 

start" b
ecau

se it p
resu

m
ed

 "a 
n
early

 ab
so

lu
te co

n
stitu

tio
n
al 

protection for the so-called free 
e
x

p
re

ssio
n

 o
 f 

radicals 
but 

[n
e
g

le
c
te

d
] th

e
 c

o
n

flic
tin

g
 

rights of the public." 
M

r. P
arker said that the study 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e co

m
p

leted
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y
 th

e cn
d

 
o
f n
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t su

m
m

er o
r th

e b
eg

in
-

n
in

g
 o

f n
e
x
t' fa

ll a
n
d
 th

a
t it 

w
ould probably be published as 

a hook_ 


