hell and Hoover: -
Focus Differs

By FRED F. GRAHAM
Bprecial v The New Yark Timer

WASHINGTON, Sept, 7T—
For the last vear, the office of
Attorney General John N.
Mitchell has been rewriting
ithe Federal Bureau of Inves-
Atigation's interpretations of
dhe nation’s crime statistics,
which for four decades had'
been within the sole control”
of J. Edgar Hoover,

As a result of the interpre-
tations placed on the ¢rime
situation by Mr. Mitchell's
public relations staff, it has
been made to appear that the
F.B.L believes the crime rise
that began under a' Demb-
cratic administration alniost
a decade ago is tapering off.

‘The figures, however, show
that reported ctime 18 rising
at about the same velocity as
before.
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The difference between Mr,
Hoover's view and Mn Mit-
chell’s view of the crime fig-
ures came:inte sharp ' focus
last week whefi the annual
figures for I970 ‘were re-
leased. They showed that, in
the two years » the Re- |
publicans took ‘Teports
of major ‘crimes hmve

Itpld!y—-from 2,235
crimes per 1
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i% 4 2,741 IH 400:000 in

sxpmw

: wrlttanbythaFB{intham-
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" When the figures were re-
Jeased on  Tuesday, some
.news reports said that crime
swas rising,. Others said that
He wu J‘tapering off,” and
rothers quoted Mr. Hoover as
hlvf.ng said that the risk of
‘being a crime victim was
‘and then quoted Mr.
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W. H a-Ju Depart
Joent an
" & “Prégy releases come up to-

".us from various divisions and
we are continially changing
things, putting s on"

more newsworthy items and/

Hngniﬂcant points that .we!

d have been overlooked.

A

' atatama:tu

' ‘the rate of increase usu

B T S sl T

handled. 3, with the.

ﬁ‘g“’m"‘ﬁ”mmn u"&‘ﬁﬁ;

tween tI:e FB-I.’
tory ma

IMr. mucuus > doxs My
‘Hoaver’s, ¢ wad% j
A Matter acatrii Ll
ell's stalemonhu i
.or  omithed. l
statistics, But he has ltrmed,
certain figures that - tend to:
show that the cﬂme plcture.
has hn mﬂ
on,

anougr by now to m
that the Repubﬁun candi-

mm‘h'
crime.
Is the “rate-of-in-

“’Q‘.
and

- creasa” It ts
out thct.m ?nlumemof

reported crime was 11 per
in" 1870 ﬂap:n
12 per een!

sutistlci-m say that ;here

is some validity fo this ATgu-
ment, but that it also con-
tains . a built.in on
, a8 the yolume grows,

usually
:shrinks. They cite the follow-
ing example:

If there were ane million
crimes in 1968, two million
crimes in 1970, crime would
have increased 100 -
icent in 1069, but by only 50
Ecr cent In 1970, It could thus

said that the rate of crime
increase had been cut in half
in 1870.
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"In the 46 years that J. Edgar iloover has been director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, he has-made little effort to disguise his
independence from the sixteen Attorneys Gemeral who were technically his
‘superiors.' Now Iir. Hoover has demonstrated that he can put aside the
desire of a President, as well.

"Last summer, Attorney General John K. Ilitchell issued an order to the
heads of all units of the Justice Department, noting that Italian-
Americans were offended'by the use of the terms 'liafia' and Cosa Hostra'
to describe organized crime. lie seid that since the only reason for
using these terms was 'to give gratuitous offense,' they should no longer
be used in public statements by Justice Department officiala. .
lr. Hitchell pointedly noted that 'L have diicussed this question with the
President who concurs in this view.'

"The next time that lir. fioover gave Congressicnal testimony that was
made public (nis appearance before a Senate committee on Hov. 27) he used
the term 'la Cosa Nostra' three times." :

Fred P. Graham, WYTimes 26 Dec 70

end heating systems
Ecover accuses Berrigans et al of plot to blow up power lines/and lddnep
Kissinger. R O
"When a Hepublican President' is less than zeelous in the defense of
J. kdgar Tioover against his leading Democratic challenger [Muskde], it
can be feirly deduced that the nation's legendary top cop is in trouble.
.... lir, lixon avoided a full embrace of lir. Hoover as long ago as last
Deceuber.  Asked about the director's charge: against the Berrigans, the
President saids t_hp.t:hé- L?‘igl,".fﬁ”.'n:dtl ‘comment on the case, paid tribute to
¥r. Foover's great:service over the years ani said cautiously that he
approved 'generally! of his actions."

oAl LY Max Prankel, NYTimes 16 Apr 71

v

"lir, Ziegler went to some lengtH to differentiate between Administration
policy on surveillance and F.B.I. activieies, of which he claimed
ignorance. ie defended the agency vigorously for its law enforcement
record over the years but did not mention Mr. Hoover."
Warren Weaver Jr., NYTimes 16 Apr T1
also John W. Finney, NYTimes 15 Apr Ti,
3 filed Surveillance

"Tn the meanwhile, President Iiixon stayed out of the fray for 10 days
after lir. Boggs made his charges (5 Apr 71, and when he did speak out
d.iractlyphe refused to say how long he intended to keep lkir. Hoover in his
post. (Do not have in file.] '

"The widely accepted view here is that the Wiite House now finds

! Mr. Hoover an embarrassment and would in fact love to edge him out of his

job if it could do so gracefully."
Robert M. Smith, lifTimes 19 Apr T1




