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PROTECTION OF TVX PREGIDENT

X Tho degree of security’ that can be afforded tho
Q' rcocident of tho United Statcs ig dependent to a considorable
extent upon the degreo of contact”with tho goneral publie
dczired by the Presidont. Abhsolute occurity is neither
practical nor possible., An npproach to comploto socurity
would require tho President to operato in a sort of vacuua,
isolatcd from the general public and tchind inmpregnable
barricrs. lilsc travel would bo in sdccret; his publie
appcarances would be behind bullotproof glasa,
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. A moro practical approach necessitates compromiso,
Jny travel, any contact with tho genmeral public, involves a
calculated risiz on tho part of tho President and tho men |
responsible for his protection. Such risks can be lessencd
vicn tho Fresident recognizes tho sccurity problem, has
coafidecance in the dcdicatcd Seccret Cervico mon who aro ready
to 1lay cown their lives for hinm and acccpts tho necessary
ceccurity precautions which they reccomncend. Many Presidonts
havo beon understandably impaticnt with the occurity - (
precautions which many yecars of oxpcricnce dictate bocauso

these precautions reduco tho President's privacy and the ;
nccess to him of the pcople of the country, Novertholesos, ]
the procedurcs and advico chould bo accepted Af the Prcsident

wishes to have any sccurity,
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In nddition to tho meacurcs now in force, consideration

A mi;ht bo given to the following suggestions dosigned to improve
.{;, tho sccurity of tho Prenidont. .
\ d\h - Travel: \/
1
UA) 1. Advizse the Beerot Scrvico as far in advance
as possiblo of travel plans and proposcd 1t1ncr -
o J
2. ALvoid publicizing exaot rout _
. l long &3 possiblo, }ra
| ——
: 3. Uszo specially armored cars wit bullotproot
e rlqs and have such cars rcadily nvailablu in locations
w_— JZrequcatly visited, y 2/ /
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PROTECTION OF THE PRESIDEKT oot

. -“%.-
4. Avoid setting a specific pattern of travel or .fﬁz
other activity, such as visiting the sane church at the same
timo oach Sunday., Ty ’
| Public Appearancest .
&

' 1. Use maximum feasible scroening of persons in
attendance, including uso of detection devicos sensitive to
the amount of motal required in a fircarm or grenade,

2. Use a bulletproof shield in front of the entire
rostrum in public appearanccs such as the svearing in cecromony
at tho Capitol, the Presidential revicwing stand in front of
the Whito llouse on Inauguration Days, and on the rear of trains,

3. Kcop to a minimum the Presidont's movements . a
within crowds, Rcmain on the rostrum after public addresses, -
rather than mingling with the audience, "

as football gamco, rouain in one place rather than cbanging _
6ides during tho halftime corcmonics. . C

——

5. Limit publio appoarinoc- by use of television

' I 4, In appenrnncoa”at publioc sporting events, such
Ithonovor possible, 2

6. Avoid walking in public except when absolutely « B

lneocssnry.

Lepislationt

1. Add the Prosident and the Vico President to
tho list of Fcecdoral Officcrs set out in Bection 1114, Title
18, Unitod States Code, assaults upon whom are punishable
J undor Fodoral law, b

1 2. Furnish the Socret Service improved authority B
to request assistance and cooperation from other United States ¢
agcodics, including the military, particularly in connection :
rith foreign travel,




|
l

PROTECTION OF TIE PRESIDINT

3. Inprove control of the sale of fircarms,
rcquiring as a minimum, registrationsof every firoarm sold,
togother with adequato identification of the purchaser,

.‘l
4. DBan picketing in the vioinity of the White House,

8s 18 now done at the United Etatgs Capitol and Bupreme Court,

NOTE:

See memorandum Brennan to Sullivan dated 12/1/63,
same caption; OHB:bmf/ . .
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