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‘ SAC Shanklin of the Dallas Office called me at app xitnately 3:00 a. m, i
today relative to an atjticle that was scheduled to come out in the {'Dallas Morning News" o
this morning by Hugh’Aynesworth, The article quoted Special Agpnt Hosty of the Dallas
Office as stating to a Dallas police officer in discussion regarding Lee Harvey Oswald, .=
"We knew he was capable of assassinating the President but we didn't dream he'd do it. W
The story is attributed to a source close to the Warren Commission, It mentions a ’
memorandum given the Commission by Dallas Police Officer Jesse Curry which
contains the alleged remarks by Agent Hosty. 1 told Shanklin to get in touch with o
Editor Krueger of the "Dallas Morning News" and remind him that Shanklin had seen him B
two weeks ago and had put the lie to the same story. I further told Shanklin not to make o

any comment about the story if it was printed but to let us know at FBI Headquarters of
the results of his contact. [ R

SAC Shanklin advised me telephonically at approximately 11:00 a, m."toda3
that he had contacted Krueger after a number of attempts and that Krueger had claijmed
that the story had already been printed prior to his having a chance to knock it out,*He .-..
apologized to Shanklin for not stopping the story, particularly since Shanklin had advised " .~
him two weeks ago that the story was false. ) : 8 ' RN

- : p) Y ' N Lot
\ .~ Shanklin told me that Felix MeKnight, head of McKnight.Newspaperg h% PRI
called and was irritated over the fact that the "Dallas Morning News' had engagedgn A
irresponsible journalism. McKnight stated he would like to put the lie to this storg, .‘
Shanklin referred him to FBI Headquarters, - g' ;g i

I discussed this matter with Messrs. Belmont, Tolson and the Director,
After receiving the Director's approval, and in talking with McKnight who!called FBI
Headquarlers, I told McKnight that the above-mentioned statement which had been
attributed to SA Hosty was absolutely false and had no basis in fact whatsqever.
McKnight stated he cerlainly appreciated the opportunity to set the recordjstraight and -".
\ he would see to it that an article was prepared immediately for the afternqon edition oft '
newspaper. He wanted to know if he could quote the Director as making this statementa ;"
1 told him the Director was the spokesman for the FBI at all time R

’i 9 ’- . L - " i
1 - Mr. Belmont I{é. %Sf\%lr. Tolson _;;‘_.,',;,_.;.'.-'_’._é;) 00 ’713
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In talking with SAC Shanklin I asked him specifically if Agent Hosty
had been quoted correctly by the United Press International (UPI). (The UPI ticker
of 10:23 a. m. today quotes SA Hosty as stating, "I said nothing like that. I completely
deny it. ") SAC Shanklin stated he had questioned Hosty and that Hosty had denied
making this statement to UPL. Hosty admits that a UPI reporter called him at home
last evening but that he had referred the reporter to SAC Shanklin rather than making
any comment himself, I told SAC Shanklin to make certain that Hosty made no
statement whatsoever. . - : “

ACTION:

‘ For record purposes. : , | | /
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'DALLAS--A DALLAS F8] ASEIKT TOTAY FLATLY PENIED HE EVER SAID THE FB
KIEW REFCRF THEL ASSASSINATICH OF FPESIDENT KENNEDY THAT LEE HARVEY
OS/ALP WAS CAPARLE OF XILLING THE CFIEF EXTCUTIVE,

- “] §AIN MOTHINS LIVE THUAT, " SAID AGENT JAMES HOSTY. *1 COMPLETELY
ny 11,.”"

UPI-3€p S .
(CSYALM) 1‘

IPE BALLAI MORKI'IG NEWE I A _CCFYRISHT STORY BY RUSH AYNESWORTH, o
CAIL TODAY A SOURLE CLCARE TC TI'E GARIEN COMMISSICN TOLD OF A NEMO e

SIVEN THE COMHISSICH FY DALLAS FCLICE CHIES JESSE CURRY CONTAINING

THE ALLEGSD REMFRX BY HOSTY,
pCCORDING TO TEIS MENO, IHF NT¥E SAID, HCSTY, ONLY MCMENTS AFTER

csvALT VAS PRRESTER, SAID:

o E XNEN ME WAS CAPABLE OF ASSASSINATING THE PRESIDENT BUT GE

—'-M
SR

J

{ DITH'T DFEAY FE'D LO IT,"

HOSTY cAIn RE CCULD OMLY DENY THAT HE EVER NMADE SUCH A STATCMENT,
AT VOULD NCT COMMENT SURINER, THE FEAD OF TRE DALLAS FB81 CFFICE .
GCRNCN QPN'"‘IN" SAID AIY oT=ICIrL COFYTNT WOULD HAVE TC COME FROK [
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