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It u*-f»ecm i~Service and F’Bl
“Probers Hint That Betrer Ligison I

Might Have. Prevenfed Trégedyw -

Wearst Hesdlina Berviee
Cpocis) 16 The N. 1 Josinal - Amerirsa

By LESLIE UZWIHITTEN
WASHINGTON, Sept. 28,
Bqth the FBI and the Sec-

el Service were under a
virtua! mandate today to
tighten up their security pro-
cedures and begin working
together more closely when
protecting the MUfe of the
President.

While neither agency was -
held  responsible  for  the
death of President Kennedy
in Dallas Iast Nov. 22, hoth
came under sweeping criti-
cism in the Warren Commis-
slon report for failing to ce-
ordinate their Informatlon
and actlvitiex on the day of
the assassination.

The Warren report even
suggested that had there been
a closer liason between the
[Secret Service and the FBI,
Lee Harvey Oswald. the ac-
cused kmer might have been
under scrutiny that day, and
prevented rom firing the fatal
shots.

KNEW BACKGROUND

Nelther agency knew al the
time that Oswald had tried
to kil foriper Maj. Gen. Ed-
[win Walker. but the ¥Br
knew of quld‘a defection
to Russi, hls pro-Castro
tendencies. his hostility to
the Unitec Slates, his trip to
Mexico an'l the fact that he
had a job n » bullding along
the President's motorcade
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Al of (hese (facts), Al we
hid “Them togethéis
have added up to pointing
oul a pretty bad individual®
Secret Service official Rob-
ert L. Bouck told the Com-
mission, “and 1 think that
together hd we known he had
2 waniage point would have
scemned somewhat serions te
m"l
FBI Director J. Edgar
Tioover sprang to Lhe defense
of hin organization, how-
ever. telling the Commlssion
“there was nothing up o
the time of Lhe assassination
thal gave any sindication
thal this man was a danger-
ous characlter who might do
harm to the President or
the Vice President”
pOTH CRITICIZED

The Warren Commission
singled out the Secret Service
for bemg “eerlously defi-
clent” in  fts  intelligence
wotk. and the FBI for tak-
tng  "an unduly
vicw of ts role™ in falling
lo glve Secret Service agents
{nformation on Oswald.

The Commission also cited

“p breach of discipline” by

- nine members of the Secret

Service in Fort Worth, The

- . agents had up Lo three beers

~and a mised drink and » half
after midnight.

One stayed out until 5 a.m.,
Nov. 22. The report said there
was 1o cvidence these men
could have averted the L~
gedy, bul that “{t is con-
ceivable tthey)

" been more alert
pallas motorcade.”

Four American presidents

“ in 100 yesrs have been shot
to death, the report noted:
Abraham Lincoln, James A.
Wwilhiam McKinley

Garflield,
and John F. Kennedy.

But the Prestdent’s "‘yg_y

restrictive .

might have
in. the
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this-pacple prevents him from
eltectively ahleldhibe—Swimell
from the people. He cannot
and will not take the pre-
cautions of a dictator . . .~

\ ¢ A cabinet-level commit-

i fee to eversce the Secrel Ser-
, vice and other Federal agen-
cies in thelr protection of 8
. Presldent. The commitics
might study whether proiec-
tion should be removed from
; the Secret Service and put
clsewhere.
, © To make assassination,
assault or plols against the
President and Vice-President
s Federal crime.
@& A “complete overhaul”
of Secret Service facilitles to
detlect possible assassins be-
fore they can mct. The most
advanced data - processing
machines, more personnel
and funds, and markedly in-
creased cooperation with the
FBI, State Dept., ClA and
“others were urged.
! Arzalnst this background of
Umited protection possibili-
. tles, however, the report still
{ found troubling Inadequacies
! fn the Secret Service and to &
1|\le.\arr extent, the FBIL
The Secret Service. an arm
of the Treasury Dept., which
has protected Presidents since
1894, had only 12 specialists
and three clerks {n its Pro-
tective Research Section on
Nov. 22. Their job was to
keep tabs on all who might
be a danger 10 the President.
Of the 400 indiiduals under
regular surveillance, only 109
were seen as serious risks
| and 12 to 15 as highly
| dangerous. Although Ambas-
sador Adlal Stevensoh had
‘ been assaulted In Dallas the
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monih before. no names in
{ ju the Fort Worih-Dallas
this Secret Service file were
‘ arca—firc-teport asstrted>>
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of advance warnings that the
breakdown oocurred, sald the
Warren group. Altnough the
|FBL the State Dept. the '
CIA, and Navy intelligence
*all had files on Oswald, nohe
of them had tipped off the RN .
Secret Service he might be §| "+ 5 .-
a danger. . TP
Dallas FBI Agenl James
P. Hosty Jr. had such a file
on Oswald, had Jearned 18 AT
days before thae astassine- RN
tion that he worsed in the el
Texas School Book Deposi- § 3. C
tory and had heard 17 days e
before that he was 8 “Tiola- .
kyite Communist.” R
But he (estifled thal even R
it he had remeicbered that o
the President’s route led past T
the dcpository building, be S R
would not have cited him Lo ’
_the Secret Hervice as &
threal
Mr. Hosty swore he had
no resson to think Oswald
would kill the President. al-
though a Dallas policc lieu-
tenant contradicted him In
saylug Mr. Hosty told him
after tie assassination that
the FB! had information Os- k
wald was capable of the kill-
ing. : ) )
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Both J. Edgar Hoover and
his assistant, Alan H. Bel-
moni, defended Mr. Hosty.
But the Commission found
JtheFBI took an unduly res-
trictive view of lls respon-
sibllities in preventive intel-
Hgemic—vork.” =2
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The report conceded ihe
Secret  &ervice's “rryuesee to
Fcderal agencies for (ps
were “vague,” but it made
this conclusion:

“There was much knowl-’
1 'cdgr in the hands of the FBI
about Oswald; the knowledge
. of his arrogance and hostilily
to the United States, his pro-
Castro tendencles, his lles
) when (interrogated by Lhe
FB1, his trip to Mexico where
he was In contact with So-
viel authorities, his presence
in the School Boob Deposi-
tory Jjob and its locatlon
atong the route of the motor-

cade. : N

|
i “All this does secem to
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amoun{ to enough to have
induced an alert agency, such
| as the FI31 . .. to list Oswald

, Aas a potential threat to the JAMES J. RQWI ¢
safely of the President.” Secxet Service Clu'e’
l . The Warren group sald the
- Secret Service's policy of not
. checking out buildings along
B a  Piesidential  motlorcade

route and its watch on build-
ings from the street were “in-

adequate” and luoulg _b'e
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