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PR <«  On 4~ 15-64 !nspector l..alley received a call from J. Lee Rnnkln

in New York City., It will be noted that on 4-17-64 the Commission = }
contenplates interrogating functionaries of the Communist Party CP) 4o |
New 1ork concerning their knowledge of Oswald, U ¢.3, i murnaas o\
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¥.... . " ¥r, Rankin made reference to the report ot Spechl Agent )
P Thomas P, Estep dated 12-18-63 at Cincinnati, Ohid ¢« Mr. Rankin noted ~
" " that the report referred to a meeting which occ¥rred at ¥heeling,

'l\ ¥est Virginia, on 12-8-63, Kr, Rankin noted tbok théd report was marked
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"Confidential” and he wanted to know 1f, in talk(ng to CP people, it
would be satisfactory for him to ask questions concerrning the details
of the neeting vithout interfering vtth any of our oPerations. -
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?'j:--'?”“ " The report ‘4n ouestion contains information furnished by Ka Sk B
7 y Confidential Informant who advised that Arnold Johnson of

Pew York City, public relations man for the CP, gave a talk dealing
1 with the assassination of President Kennedy, The information, while
: helpful, does not add anything of particular significance to the Osuld
'; 1nvest1gation and is generally self-serving to the CP, I, -~ Jesdr e
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¥ It vould be highly undesirable for the Comnicssion to . ;
v‘gucstion CP functionaries concerning the particular meeting. o “_"" G
uestioning would not add to the investigation of the President's - | --«3
: assassination and could only lead to uncovering valuable informants
who are enabling us to stay abresst of CP sctivities in thesr .-« -a: s
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It 1s, therefore, ‘reconmended that Inspector Halle} -’Tff,“-""'_‘f“w e Lk
tactfuuy advise Xr, Rankin that sny reference to thig’ particular iy
v - peeting or the contents of our classified report y.:oo\d tend to . . e

o uncover vnlunblo {nformants of the Bureau, Y SRR o M R RSy |
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