
Nixon Moves Quickly 
To Get Control of FBI 

By Sanford J. Ungar 5–  —r" 71" 
Wishlaaton Poet Staff Writer 

President Nixon, in naming 
L. Patrick Gray III acting 
director of the FBI, has moved 
swiftly to assert the firm con-
trol of the White House and 
the Justice Department over 
the agency's powerful and res• 
tive bureaucracy. 

So tenuous were the links 
between some of the FBI's key 
personnel and the Justice De-
partment that in the 24 hours 
following the death of J. 
Edgar Hoover Tuesday, sev-
eral assistant directors of the 
bureau seriously considered 
resigning. 

But Gray, forewarned of the 
concern in FBI ranks that the 
agency might be weakened, 
called a meeting of Hoover's 
15 top assistants at 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday—only two hours 
after his appointment was an-
nounced at the White House. 

During a somber session in 
Hoover's conference room on 
the fifth floor of the Justice 

Department building, Gray 
acted to avert a crisis by as-
suring the assistant directors 
that the Nixon administration 
intends to "maintain the FBI 
as an institution." 

"I told them about myself," 
Gray said yesterday in an in-
terview. "I tried to reach out 
and let them know we have se-
rious challenges in the months 
ahead." 

No sooner had Gray re-
turned to his office two floors 
below in the Civil Division of 
the department than W. Mark 
Felt, deputy associate director 
of the FBI and one of Hoo-
ver's most trusted aides, who 
had also attended the meeting; 
was on the phone. 

Felt said that Gray's talk 
had "made a deep impression 
on the men," the new acting 
director recounted yesterday. 
"He said that some of those 
who were considering resign- 

See' FBI. A6, Col, 1 

2iigil4/1 Jell Trt n J i pr., 



N
ixon M

oved Q
uickly to C

ontrol F
B

I 
4 

F
B

I, F
rom

 A
l 

in
g
 n

o
w

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t," G

ra
y

 
said. 

B
ut G

ray, an acknow
ledged 

n
eo

p
h
y
te ab

o
u
t th

e F
B

I's o
p
-

eratio
n
s w

h
o
 is h

ard
ly

 k
n
o

w
n

 
am

o
n
g
 th

e b
u
reau

 ran
k
 an

d
 

file, conceded in the interview
 

th
at "w

e'll h
av

e to
 see w

h
at 

flo
w

s" fro
m

 h
is talk

 w
ith

 th
e 

assistan
t d

irecto
rs. 

T
h
e first letter G

ray
 sig

n
ed

 
as actin

g
 d

irecto
r y

esterd
ay

—
d
rafted

 b
y
 F

elt—
w

as to
 7

2
-

year-old C
lyde A

. T
olson, H

oo-
v
er's lo

n
g
tim

e b
est frien

d
 an

d
 

associate director and the only 
F

B
I o

fficial w
h

o
 d

id
 resig

n
 

after h
is b

o
ss's d

eath
. 

T
olson w

as so grief-stricken 
o
v
er H

o
o
v
er's d

eath
 th

at h
e 

d
eclin

ed
 to

 tak
e a p

h
o
n
e call 

fro
m

 th
e n

ew
ly

 ap
p
o
in

ted
 act-

in
g
 d

irecto
r W

ed
n
esd

ay
 after-

n
o
o
n
 an

d
 sen

t h
is o

n
e-sen

t-
en

ce letter o
f resig

n
atio

n
 to

 
G

ray through an interm
ediary. 

T
o
 g

iv
e tim

e fo
r H

o
o
v
er's 

m
em

o
rab

ilia an
d
 "p

erso
n
al 

files" to
 b

e m
o
v
ed

 o
u
t an

d
 fo

r 
a
 p

a
in

t jo
b
, G

ra
y
 h

a
s p

o
st-

p
o
n
ed

 m
o
v
in

g
 in

to
 H

o
o
v
er's 

m
assive office until M

ay 12. 
In

 th
e m

ean
tim

e, h
o
w

ev
er, 

several steps—
sym

bolic as w
ell 

as p
ractical—

h
av

e b
een

 tak
en

 
to

 stress th
at a n

ew
 era o

f ac-
countability to higher authori-
ties has daw

ned for the F
B

I. 
A

t H
o
o
v
er's fu

n
eral y

ester-
day, for exam

ple, A
cting A

ttor- 
n
e
y
 G

e
n
e
ra

l R
ic

h
a
rd

 G
. 

K
lein

d
ien

st w
as seated

 in
 th

e 
front row

 w
ith the 15 assistant  

directors, in a position parallel 
to

 th
at o

f P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 o

n
 

the other side of the aisle. 
T

h
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t a

n
d
 M

rs. 
N

ix
o
n
 w

alk
ed

 in
to

 th
e N

a-
tio

n
al P

resb
y
terian

 C
h
u
rch

 
w

ith
 G

ray
 an

d
 h

is w
ife B

ea, 
an

d
 after th

e fu
n
eral th

e P
res-

id
en

t m
et p

riv
ately

 in
 h

is o
v
al 

o
ffice w

ith
 th

e G
ray

s fo
r 2

 
m

inutes. 
D

uring w
hat G

ray described 
a
s a

 "v
e
ry

 w
a
rm

" ta
lk

, M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
 a

n
d
 th

e
 n

e
w

 a
c
tin

g
 

d
irecto

r, d
iscu

ssed
 th

eir co
n
-

cern
 to

 av
o
id

 th
e im

p
ressio

n
 

th
a
t th

e
 F

B
I m

ig
h
t n

o
w

 b
e
 

g
u
id

ed
 b

y
 "p

artisan
 p

o
litical 

considerations." 
M

rs. G
ray

 ask
ed

 th
e P

resi-
d
e
n
t w

h
e
th

e
r th

a
t c

o
n
c
e
rn

 
w

as so
 g

reat as to
 req

u
ire h

er 
re

sig
n
a
tio

n
 a

s a
 v

o
lu

n
te

e
r 

w
o
rk

er w
ith

 th
e C

o
m

m
ittee 

fo
r th

e R
eelectio

n
 o

f th
e P

re-
sid

en
t. 

M
r. N

ixon replied that it w
as 

an
d
 th

at h
e w

o
u
ld

 p
refer th

at 
sh

e resig
n

. 
G

ray
 m

o
v
ed

 y
esterd

ay
 to

 
e
x
te

n
d
 h

is a
u
th

o
rity

 d
o
w

n
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e
 F

B
I ra

n
k
s. H

e
 

d
irected

 F
elt to

 call a m
eet-

in
g
 in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 n

ex
t w

eek
 

o
f th

e
 s

p
e
c
ia

l a
g
e
n
ts

 in
 

c
h

a
rg

e
 o

f th
e
 5

9
 F

B
I fie

ld
 

o
ffices acro

ss th
e co

u
n
try

 "to
 

h
av

e a talk
" ab

o
u
t p

o
licy

. 
(It w

as only w
hen he issued 

h
is o

rd
er to

 F
elt th

at th
e act-

in
g

 d
ire

c
to

r le
a
rn

e
d

 h
o

w
 

m
an

y
 field

 o
ffices th

e F
B

I 
has.) 

A
s so

o
n
 as w

o
rd

 arriv
ed

 at 
th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t T

u
es- 

d
a
y
 m

o
rn

in
g
 o

f H
o
o
v
e
r's 

d
eath

, it w
as G

ray
 w

h
o
 w

as 
d
esig

n
ated

 b
y
 K

lein
d
ien

st to
 

ak
e step

s th
at w

o
u
ld

 "m
ain

- 
in

 th
e
 in

te
g
rity

"
 o

f th
e
 

R
I files. 

G
ra

y
's first m

o
v
e
 a

t th
a
t 

oint w
as to ask John P

. M
ohr,  

an
 assistan

t to
 th

e d
irecto

r, to
 

"secu
re" H

o
o
v
er's o

ffice u
n
til 

ter th
e fu

n
eral. 

Im
m

ed
iately

 u
p
o
n
 h

is ap
-

p
o
in

tm
en

t b
y
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

W
ed

n
esd

ay
, G

ray
 ask

ed
 to

p
 

F
B

I p
erso

n
n
el ab

o
u
t th

e lo
ca-

tio
n
 o

f th
e b

u
reau

's m
u
ch

-d
is-

cu
ssed

 "secret d
o
ssiers" o

n
 

lead
in

g
 p

o
litical fig

u
res. 

H
e w

as to
ld

 th
at th

ere are 
"no files on political figures." 

B
ut that response, G

ray ark- n
q
w

led
g
ed

 y
esterd

ay
, is "su

b
-

ject to
 v

erificatio
n
." 

T
o
p
 Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t o
f-

ficials conceded privately yes-
terd

ay
 th

at o
n
e o

f th
e ad

m
in

-
istratio

n
's first co

n
cern

s o
n
 

H
o
o
v
er's d

eath
 w

as to
 n

eu
tra-

lize th
e p

o
ten

tial p
o
w

er o
f th

e 
to

p
 F

B
I p

erso
n
n
el w

h
o
 w

ere 
jo

ck
ey

in
g
 fo

r th
e o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 
to

 su
cceed

 th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 ran

 
th

e b
u

reau
 fo

r alm
o

st h
alt a 

century. 
T

h
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t o
f-

ficials m
ad

e it clear th
at th

ere 
also w

ill be a searching review
 

o
f w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
 F

B
I's e

n
o
r-

m
o
u
s reso

u
rces sh

o
lild

 b
e re-

directed and reorganized. 
G

ray
 say

s h
e ag

rees w
ith

 
th

o
se w

h
o
 h

av
e arg

u
ed

 th
at  th

e
 b

u
re

a
u
 c

o
u
ld

 p
la

y
 

a 
larg

er ro
le in

 co
m

b
attin

g
 th

e 
nation's drug problem

. 
"T

here m
ay be som

e changes 
in

d
icated

," th
e actin

g
 d

irecto
r 

said
. B

u
t b

efo
re m

ak
in

g
 an

y
 

m
ajor decisions, he explained, 

h
e w

ill retreat th
is w

etk
en

d
 

to
 h

is h
o
m

e in
 N

ew
 L

o
n
d
o
n
, 

C
o
n
n
., "to

 th
in

k
" an

d
 to

 d
raw

 
up an "o

b
jectiv

e list." 

In
vitation

 to C
eau

cescu
 

R
euter 

B
U

E
N

O
S

 A
IR

E
S

. M
ay 

4—
R

o
m

an
ia's P

resid
en

t N
ico

lau
 

C
eaucescu has officially been 

in
v
ited

 to
 

v
isit A

rg
en

tin
a at 

an as yet unspecified date, the 
A

rg
en

tin
a F

o
reig

n
 M

in
istry

 
an

n
o
u
n
ced

 last n
ig

h
t. 


