
W
eisb

erg
 

H
ood

 to get 
K

en
n

ed
y
 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts 
A

ssassin
atio

n
 ex

p
ert 

to
 d

o
n
ate co

llectio
n
 

Li ro
t to

0
 

B
y
 K

E
IT

H
 S

N
ID

E
R

 g
i 

d
e '  7 

4 / i7
.) 

S
taff W

riter, F
red

erick
 

F
R

E
D

E
R

IC
K

, M
d. —

 H
arold W

eisberg, a noted 

expert on the assassination of John F
. K

ennedy, has 

agreed to donate his papers to H
ood C

ollege. 

W
eisberg, 79, has am

assed about 250,000 pages of 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts o
n
 th

e su
b
ject, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 G
erald

 

M
cK

night, a history professor at H
ood. 

M
cK

n
ig

h
t, w

h
o
 teach

es a 

course on the assassination, said 

M
onday W

eisberg's collection is 

the biggest held privately in the 

w
orld. 
"T

his is an archive, really," he 

said. "It's in very good shape." 
H

ood spokesw
om

an M
argaret 

H
indm

an said the college w
ill 

m
ake com

puter reproductions of 

the docum
ents so scholars can 

use them
 w

ithout handling them
. 

H
ood

 
C

on
tin

u
ed

 from
 A
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"M
y concern w

as that they be 

m
ade available w

ithout restrictions 

to everybody," he said, a condition 

H
ood accepted. 

_ W
eisberg, w

ho has battled the 

federal bureaucracy for three dec- • 

ad
es, said

 h
e n

ev
er co

n
sid

ered
 

donating the papers to a govern-

m
ent library or m

useum
. 

W
eisberg, a form

er new
spaper 

reporter and U
.S

. S
enate investi-

gator, w
as raising chickens on his 

H
yattstow

n farm
 w

hen K
ennedy 

w
as killed N

ov. 22,1963. 
It touched off a nearly 30-year 

odyssey through bureaucratic red 

tape and untold F
reedom

 of Infor-

m
atio

n
 A

ct req
u
ests fo

r d
o
cu

-

m
ents. 
"H

e know
s m

ore about the assac-

shiation of John F
. K

ennedy than 

any living A
m

erican," M
cK

night 

said. "T
his is an incredible testa-

m
ent to one m

an's perseverance." 

T
he collection is housed in about 

70 file cabinets at W
eisberg's Fred-

erick hom
e —

 m
ost of them

 in his 

basem
ent. 

W
eisberg has a sm

aller collec-

tion on the assassination of M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr., w

hich H
ood also 

w
ill get. 
W

eisb
erg

 d
o
esn

't b
eliev

e L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald killed K

ennedy and 

says the governm
ent investigation 

w
as a w

hitew
ash. 

H
e h

as tro
u
b
le m

an
ag

in
g
 th

e 

b
asem

en
t stairs, b

u
t is w

ritin
g
 

another book on K
ennedy's autopsy 

an
d
 still g

ets req
u
ests fo

r in
ter-

view
s from

 television show
s, new

s-

papers and scholars. 
W

eisberg said he w
as the first 

person to criticise O
liver S

tone's 

recent m
ovie "JF

K
," w

hich sug-

g
ests th

e assassin
atio

n
 w

as an
 

elaborate governm
ent conspiracy. 

M
cK

night said he read one of 

W
eisb

erg
's b

o
o
k
s w

h
ile h

e w
as 

doing graduate w
ork at P

ennsylva-

nia State U
niversity. 

W
eisberg, w

ho had open heart surgery in 1989 and 

is in
 p

o
o
r h

ealth
, said

 H
o
o
d
 w

as h
is first ch

o
ice 

because he likes the school and M
cK

night. 
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