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P
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H

E
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B
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. L

E
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H
aro

ld
 W

eisb
erg

 h
as sp

en
t 

th
e p

ast th
ree d

ecad
es o

f h
is life p

u
r-

su
in

g
 th

e tru
th

 ab
o
u
t th

e assassin
a-

tio
n

 o
f P

resid
en

t Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
. 

H
e b

eliev
es h

e h
as n

o
t fo

u
n
d

 it. B
u

t 
h
e h

as am
assed

, filed
 an

d
 tab

u
lated

 
an

 estim
ated

 2
5

0
,0

0
0

 p
ag

es o
f in

fo
r-

m
a
tio

n
 o

n
 th

e
 c

a
se

. H
e
 re

c
e
n

tly
 

d
e
e
d
e
d
 th

e
se

 to
 H

o
o
d
 C

o
lle

g
e
 in

 
F

red
erick

, w
h

ich
 w

ill d
ev

o
te a sp

e-
cial sectio

n
 o

f its n
ew

 lib
rary

 to
 h

is 
arch

iv
es, m

ak
in

g
 th

em
 av

ailab
le fo

r 
fu

tu
re research

ers. S
o
m

e o
f th

e p
a-

p
ers are alread

y
 at H

o
o
d
 w

h
ile o

th
-

ers w
ill b

e sen
t later. 

"I can
't th

in
k
 o

f a p
riv

ate co
llec-

tio
n
 th

at co
m

es an
y
w

h
ere clo

se to
 

th
is," said

 H
o

o
d

 h
isto

ry
 p

ro
fesso

r 
G

erald
 M

cK
n

ig
h

t, w
h

o
 w

ill d
irect 

th
e arch

iv
es. 

M
r. W

eisb
erg

, fo
rn

ierly
 a jo

u
rn

al-
ist, S

en
ate in

v
estig

ato
r an

d
 O

ffice o
f 

S
trategic S

ervices analyst, has w
ritten 

se
v

e
n

 b
o

o
k

s o
n

 th
e
 c

a
se

. H
e
 d

o
e
s 

n
o

t b
eliev

e th
at L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 
fired

 th
e sh

o
ts th

at k
illed

 th
e p

resi-
d
e
n
t b

u
t h

e
 d

o
e
s n

o
t p

re
te

n
d
' to

 
k

n
o

w
 w

h
o

 d
id

. H
e b

lam
es th

e en
-

d
u

rin
g

 m
y

stery
 o

n
 w

h
at h

e sees as 
th

e failu
re o

f th
e F

B
I, th

e C
IA

 an
d

 
/th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 to
 in

v
esti-

g
ate th

e case p
ro

p
erly

. H
e h

as u
sed

 
th

e co
u
rts rep

eated
ly

 an
d
 su

ccessfu
l-

ly
 to

 ex
tract in

fo
rm

atio
n

 fro
m

 th
e 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, an
d
 is reco

g
n
ized

 as an
 

ex
p
ert o

n
 th

e assassin
atio

n
. 

N
o
w

 7
9
 y

ears o
ld

 an
d
 ailin

g
, h

e 
liv

es w
ith

 h
is w

ife, w
h
o
 h

elp
s m

ain
-

tain
 h

is arch
iv

es, o
n
 a q

u
iet, w

o
o
d
ed

  

a
n

d
 w

h
a
t th

e
 e

v
id

e
n

c
e
 p

ro
v

e
s. I 

d
o
n
't th

eo
rize co

n
sp

iracies. I d
o
n
't 

th
eo

rize so
lu

tio
n

s. M
y

 w
o

rk
 is en

-
tirely factual. 

Q
: D

o
 y

o
u
 th

in
k
 y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 w
h
o
 

k
illed

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
? 

A
: I h

av
e th

o
u
g
h
t ab

o
u
t it m

u
ch

. 
O

n
ce 

I 
h
ad

 a rath
er im

m
atu

re atti-
tu

d
e to

 it. I th
o
u
g
h
t o

f th
e o

ld
 law

-
y
er's w

ay
 

C
O

 ap
p
ro

ach
 th

e p
ro

b
lem

: 
C

u
i b

o
n
o
? W

h
o
 b

en
efits? It w

as a 
rath

er em
o
tio

n
al w

a
y o

f so
lv

in
g
 th

e 
p
ro

b
lem

, b
u
t I w

as w
ro

n
g
. Y

o
u
 can

't 
so

lv
e th

e crim
e th

ro
u
g
h
 w

h
o
 b

en
e-

fitS
?" b

ecau
se th

ere w
ere so

 m
an

y
 

p
e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 c

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
n
e
fite

d
 

fro
m

 g
ettin

g
 rid

 o
f K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 re-

p
lacin

g
 h

im
 w

ith
 [P

resid
en

t L
y
n
d
o
n
 

B
.] Jo

h
n
so

n
. T

h
e
 c

lo
se

st I c
o
u
ld

 
c
o

m
e
 is te

llin
g

 m
y

se
lf c

e
rta

in
 

g
ro

u
p
s, o

r fo
rc

e
s, h

a
d
 m

o
re

 o
f a

n
 

in
terest th

an
 o

th
ers an

d
 m

o
re o

f a 
cap

ab
ility

. 
H

ere y
o
u
 h

av
e a d

ram
atic an

d
 ter-

rib
ly

 tra
g
ic

 e
v
e
n
t lik

e
 th

is. If y
o
u
  

w
an

t to
 b

e resp
o
n
sib

le, th
ere are cer-

tain things you know
 to be fact. W

hat 
y

o
u

 th
in

k
 an

d
 w

h
at y

o
u

 th
eo

rize h
as 

to
 b

e in
 co

n
fo

rm
ity

 w
ith

 th
ese facts. 

Q
: If y

o
u

 can
't so

lv
e th

e crim
e, 

w
h

at's th
e p

o
in

t o
f d

ev
o

tin
g

 so
 m

u
ch

 
tim

e to
 it? 

A
: T

h
ere is so

m
eth

in
g

 v
ery

 w
o

rth
-

w
h
ile

 in
 a

ll th
is. F

irst, w
e
 h

a
v
e
 a

 
rep

resen
tativ

e so
ciety

. W
h
at th

is re-
q
u
ires is th

at p
eo

p
le b

e in
 a p

o
sitio

n
 

to
 m

a
k
e
 in

fo
rm

e
d
 d

e
c
isio

n
s. It is 

n
ecessary

, w
h

atev
er th

e o
d

d
s ag

ain
st 

it, to
 try

 to
 k

eep
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t h
o
n
est. 

It w
as o

n
e o

f m
y
 law

su
its th

at led
 

C
o
n
g
ress to

 am
en

d
 an

 act in
 1

9
7
4
 to

 
o

p
en

 u
p

 th
e F

B
I an

d
 C

IA
 reco

rd
s. A

 
la

rg
e
 p

e
rc

e
n
ta

g
e
 o

f th
e
se

 re
c
o
rd

s 
w

ere o
rig

in
ally

 w
ith

h
eld

 fro
m

 m
e. 

U
n
lik

e o
th

ers w
h
o
 m

erely
 filed

 a re-
q

u
est an

d
 accep

ted
 w

h
at th

e g
o

v
ern

-
m

en
t refu

sed
 th

em
, I litig

ated
. It is 

n
o
t p

leasan
t. It is u

su
ally

 u
n
p
leasan

t, 
p
ain

fu
l an

d
 ex

p
en

siv
e. 

Q
: T

h
ere m

u
st h

av
e b

een
 m

an
y
  

fru
stratio

n
s. 

A
: T

h
e m

o
st fru

stratin
g
 p

art o
f it 

w
a
s th

e
 d

isillu
sio

n
m

e
n
t o

f it: th
a
t 

th
e so

ciety
 in

 w
h
ich

 w
e liv

ed
 w

as 
n

o
th

in
g

 lik
e th

ey
 w

ere tellin
g

 u
s it 

w
as. Y

es, th
at w

as a fru
stratio

n
, b

u
t I 

ad
ju

sted
 to

 it. 
Q

: H
as th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 case b

eco
m

e 
an

 o
b
sessio

n
 to

 y
o
u
? 

A
: I d

o
 o

th
er th

in
g
s. I sp

en
d
 m

o
st 

o
f m

y
 tim

e o
n
 th

at, su
re. B

u
t th

at's 
tru

e o
f a d

o
cto

r, a law
y
er. Y

o
u
 d

o
n
't 

th
in

k
 a d

o
cto

r w
h
o
 cares ab

o
u
t h

is 
w

o
rk

 is o
b

sessed
. 

Q
: H

av
e y

o
u
 seen

 O
liv

er S
to

n
e's 

m
ovie "JF

K
"? 

A
: N

o
. T

h
ere are so

m
e th

in
g

s y
o

u
 

d
o

n
't h

av
e to

 see. I w
as g

iv
en

 a co
p

y
 

o
f o

n
e o

f th
e co

p
ies o

f th
e scrip

t. It 
is a

 d
im

e
 n

o
v

e
l. It m

isle
a
d

s m
o

re
 

p
eo

p
le th

an
 an

y
th

in
g

 sin
ce th

e W
ar-

ren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 rep

o
rt. 

Q
: W

ill th
e tru

th
 ab

o
u

t th
e K

en
n

e-
d

y
 assassin

atio
n

 ev
er b

e k
n

o
w

n
? 

A
: I th

in
k
 to

d
ay

 if an
 actu

al assas-
sin

 w
o
u
ld

 g
iv

e th
e S

en
ate a co

n
fes-

sio
n
 n

o
b
o
d
y
 w

o
u
ld

 ev
er b

eliev
e it. 

W
h

en
 th

e crim
e itself w

as n
ev

er in
-

v
estig

ated
, w

h
at lead

s are th
ere fo

r 
an

y
o
n
e, o

fficial o
r u

n
o
fficial, to

 fo
l- 

low
 at a later date? 

I h
av

e n
o

 id
ea w

h
o

 d
id

 it. I d
o

n
't 

th
in

k
 I h

av
e an

y
 ch

an
ce o

f fin
d

in
g

 
o
u
t w

h
o
 d

id
 it, an

d
 I am

 n
o
t try

in
g
 

to
. M

y
 w

o
rk

 h
as b

eco
m

e, I th
in

k
 h

is-
to

ria
n

s w
ill te

ll y
o

u
, a

n
 in

-d
e
p

th
 

stu
d
y
, in

 term
s o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
, 

o
f h

o
w

 th
e b

asic in
stitu

tio
n
s, o

f h
o
w

 
so

ciety
, 

w
o
rk

ed
 

in
 th

o
se

 tim
e
 



=
n
o
n
 o

n
 th

e
 c

a
se

. H
e
 re

c
e
n
tly

 
d

eed
ed

 th
ese to

 H
o

o
d
 C

o
lleg

e in
 

F
rederick, w

hich w
ill devote a spe-

cial sectio
n
 o

f its n
ew

 lib
rary

 to
 h

is 
archives, m

aking them
 available for 

fu
tu

re research
ers, S

o
m

e o
f th

e p
a-

p
ers are alread

y
 at H

o
o
d
 w

h
ile o

th
-

ers w
ill be sent later. 

"I can
't th

in
k

 o
f a p

riv
ate co

llec-
tio

n
 th

at co
m

es an
y
w

h
ere clo

se to
 

th
is," said

 H
o

o
d

 h
isto

ry
 p

ro
fesso

r 
G

erald
 M

cK
n

ig
h

t, w
h

o
 w

ill d
irect 

the archives. 
M

r. W
eisberg, form

erly a journal-
ist, S

enate investigator and O
ffice of 

S
trategic S

ervices analyst, has w
ritten 

sev
en

 b
o
o
k
s o

n
 th

e case, H
e d

o
es 

not believe that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald 
fired

 th
e sh

o
ts th

at k
illed

 th
e p

resi-
d

e
n

t b
u

t h
e
 d

o
e
s n

o
t p

re
te

n
d

' to
 

k
n
o
w

 w
h
o
 d

id
. H

e b
lam

es th
e en

-
d

u
rin

g
 m

y
stery

 o
n

 w
h

at h
e sees as 

th
e failu

re o
f th

e F
B

I, th
e C

IA
 an

d
 

th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 to

 in
v
esti-

g
ate th

e case p
ro

p
erly

. H
e h

as u
sed

 
the courts repeatedly and successful-
ly

 to
 ex

tract in
fo

rm
atio

n
 fro

m
 th

e 
governm

ent, and is recognized as an 
expert on the assassination. 

N
o

w
 7

9
 y

ears o
ld

 an
d

 ailin
g

, h
e 

lives w
ith his w

ife, w
ho helps m

ain-
tain his archives, on a quiet, w

ooded 
lot beside a pond outside F

rederick. 
H

is b
asem

en
t is cram

m
ed

 w
ith

 6
0
 

filin
g

 cab
in

ets an
d

 d
o

zen
s o

f card
• 

board boxes, all filled w
ith m

aterials 
relating to the K

ennedy case. H
e al-

so has files on the slaying of M
artin 

L
uther K

ing Jr.; they w
ill also go to 

H
ood C

ollege. 
Q

: H
ow

 did you get started inves-
tigating the assassination? 

A
: A

fter the president w
as killed, I 

stay
ed

 g
lu

ed
 to

 th
e rad

io
, carried

 a 
•- portable radio w

ith m
e. I w

asn't sat-
isfied

 w
ith

 m
u
ch

 th
at w

as h
ap

p
en

-
ing. T

o
 b

eg
in

 w
ith

, I an
aly

zed
 th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission report in term

s 
o

f th
e co

m
m

issio
n

's o
w

n
 ev

id
en

ce. 
T

h
at's b

een
 th

e th
ru

st o
f m

y
 w

o
rk

 
ever since: w

hat the governm
ent says 

O
n

c
e
 i n

an
 a rattier Im

m
atu

re atti-
tu

d
e to

 it. I th
o

u
g

h
t o

f th
e o

ld
 law

-
y
er's w

ay
 to

 ap
p
ro

ach
 th

e p
ro

b
lem

: 
C

u
i b

o
n

o
? W

h
o

 b
en

efits? It w
as a 

rath
er em

o
tio

n
al w

ay
 o

f so
lv

in
g

 th
e 

problem
, but I w

as w
rong. Y

ou can't 
so

lv
e th

e crim
e th

ro
u
g
h
 w

h
o
 b

en
e-

fits?" b
ecau

se th
ere w

ere so
 m

an
y
 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e b
en

efited
 

fro
m

 g
ettin

g
 rid

 o
f K

en
n

ed
y

 an
d

 re-
placing him

 w
ith [P

resident L
yndon 

B
.] Jo

h
n

so
n

. T
h

e clo
sest 

I 
co

u
ld

 
c
o
m

e
 is te

llin
g
 m

y
se

lf c
e
rta

in
 

g
ro

u
p

s, o
r fo

rces, h
ad

 m
o

re o
f an

 
in

terest th
an

 o
th

ers an
d
 m

o
re o

f a 
capability. 

H
ere you have a dram

atic and ter-
rib

ly
 trag

ic ev
en

t lik
e th

is. If y
o

u
 

A
: i n

e[e i5
 su

m
eto

w
s v

ciy
 

w
h
ile in

 an
 th

is. F
irst, w

e h
av

e a 
representative society. W

hat this re-
quires is that people be in a position 
to

 m
ak

e in
fo

rm
ed

 d
ecisio

n
s. It is 

necessary, w
hatever the odds against 

it, to try to keep governm
ent honest. 

It w
as one of m

y law
suits that led 

C
ongress to am

end an act in 1974 to 
open up the F

B
I and C

IA
 records. A

 
larg

e p
ercen

tag
e o

f th
ese reco

rd
s 

w
ere o

rig
in

ally
 w

ith
h

eld
 fro

m
 m

e. 
U

nlike others w
ho m

erely filed a re-
quest and accepted w

hat the govern-
m

en
t refu

sed
 th

em
, I litig

ated
. It is 

not pleasant. It is usually unpleasant, 
painful and expensive. 

Q
: T

h
ere m

u
st h

a
v

e b
een

 m
a

n
y

 

H
aS ttie K

en
n
ed

y
 case b

eco
m

e 
an

 ob
session

 to you? 
A

: I do other things. I spend m
ost 

o
f m

y
 tim

e o
n
 th

at, su
re. B

u
t th

at's 
true of a doctor, a law

yer. Y
ou don't 

th
in

k
 a d

o
cto

r w
h
o
 cares ab

o
u
t h

is 
w

ork is obsessed. 
Q

: H
ave you

 seen
 O

liver S
ton

e's 
m

ovie JF
K

"? 
A

: N
o. T

here are som
e things you 

don't have to see. I w
as given a copy 

o
f o

n
e o

f th
e co

p
ies o

f th
e scrip

t. It 
is a d

im
e n

o
v

el. It m
islead

s m
o

re 
people than anything since the W

ar-
ren C

om
m

ission report. 
Q

: W
ill th

e tru
th

 ab
ou

t th
e K

en
n

e-
dy assassination ever be know

n? 
A

: I think today if an actual assas-
sin w

ould give the S
enate a confes-

sio
n

 n
o

b
o

d
y

 w
o

u
ld

 ev
er b

eliev
e it. 

W
hen the crim

e itself w
as never in-

v
estig

ated
, w

h
at lead

s are th
ere fo

r 
anyone, official or unofficial, to fol-
low

 at a later date? 

I have no idea w
ho did it. I d

o
n

't 
think I h

a
ve an

y
 ch

an
ce o

f fin
d

in
g

 
o

u
t w

h
o

 d
id

 it, an
d

 I am
 n

o
t try

in
g

 
to. M

y w
ork has becom

e, I think his-
to

rian
s w

ill tell y
o

u
, an

 in
-d

ep
th

 
stu

d
y
, in

 term
s o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
, 

of how
 the basic institutions, of how

 
so

ciety
, w

o
rk

ed
 in

 th
o

se tim
es o

f 
great stress, and since then. N

ot one 
has w

orked. 

Q
: T

h
e system

 b
rok

e d
ow

n
 th

en
? 

A
: O

h
, yes. B

u
t you

 also
 h

av
e to

 
try to m

ake it w
ork. I have not solved 

the crim
e, but I have m

ade som
e of 

th
e in

stitu
tio

n
s w

o
rk

. T
h

e co
u

n
try

 
u
n
d
erstan

d
s m

u
ch

 b
etter so

m
e o

f 
th

e terrib
le th

in
g
s th

at h
ap

p
en

ed
. 

T
hat, in itself, w

as very w
orthw

hile, I 
think. 

ry
rv

v
c

 lo
p

, T
it 

H
A

R
O

L
D

 W
E

IS
B

E
R

G
 IS

 L
E

A
V

IN
G

 T
O

 H
O

O
D

 C
O

L
L

E
G

E
 T

H
E

 R
E

S
U

L
T

S
 O

F
 T

H
R

E
E

 

D
E

C
A

D
E

S
 O

F
 W

O
R

K
: A

N
 E

S
T

IM
A

T
E

D
 250,000 P

A
G

E
S

 O
F

 IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
 O

N
 

T
H

E
 JO

H
N

 F
. K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 A
S

S
A

S
S

IN
A

T
IO

N
. 

g. 	
I d

o
n
't reg

ard
 an

y
th

in
g
 o

f th
is as 

futile. I th
in

k
 it h

as b
een

 a su
ccess. 

If I b
alan

ce it all o
u

t w
ith

 all th
e 

lim
itatio

n
s I h

ad
, I d

o
n
't 

th
in

k
 I 

cou
ld

 reaso
n
ab

ly
 h

av
e ex

p
ected

 to
 

d
o

 m
ore th

an
 I h

ave. 
In

 lo
o
k
in

g
 

b
ack

, I w
on

d
er h

ow
 I d

id
 as m

u
ch

 as 
I d

id
. • 


