e, Samucl bdng and ks, “iny hing Harold Weisberg

1154 Uberlin Circle 7627 Old Receiver Rd,
Prederick, 1D 217035 Frederick, MD 21702
Dear lir. and ko, s 12/26/96

When 4 phoned a week ago as I told iirs. “ing iy purpose was to see to it
that “r. sdng vas avare of sore esonsiderations I believe he is not, I asked that
he vhone me that Saturday, December 21, and when L started to indicate to *‘rs.
ing vhat sowe of these cxmm%erations are and she hung the phone up. b, Ling
did not phone ma, :

After gotting Hrs,bing's message thas she would like the typing work I
could offer her she came to pick it up. I then explained to her that when she
was finiched I would need the disls, that I would pay for it and provide the paper.
A1l those who have dpne this typing for me included the slight ?{ost of the disk
on the bills tf\e\ﬂ, subrmitted on their typing.

Yhen = read what she had ¥etyped 1 uus aghast. She seews to have a phobia

against peragraphs and among other faults that cannot be excused ghe igf bred

where insertions were to be made."Ayong other things" includes dmitting some of
what she was to type when 1?%%1&::1;: there- she just slcdpped it.. As a result,
in the {irst of the chapters she retyped, & lengthy emcerpt from tlmj-washington
£o5% cone out as a single paragrapg. So also did a full-page article from the
Colmnbi(?; (niversity) Journalism Review. Un one of the places she ignored elear

instructions on vhere insertions were to be made she retyped seven full pages in
the wrong placel

I returned this to “rs. King :f.'o::'E gmr t2 correct the multitudinous errors
she had made. She then returned-fﬁﬁ;'\corrected typing to me. I was not well then
and when + read the first of tl*ch&%hap‘kera’—{:;mt she persisted in some of ‘these
same errors was too mueh for me. When you(%oth came for me to pay her I had not
vet read past that onc chapter. = found 4 had to read it with the original at
hand and had o read the .riginal along with the retyped copy to be certain
that all had been retyped and that all was where 1 intended it to be.

4ll of this toolk nuch time for me, time thgt at my age, now 8%, and in the
poor stote of my health L do not have to waste. Golng over what lrs. Wing re-
typed toolk mo as long as writing it if it did not take longer., and her end product
aftor her second retyping still ispt poor and I'll have th pay soweone else for
correcting ’jrs. “ingrépersisting errors. 'ih;i.s ie what * told her when + did not
pay her for correcting her owun errors. She and Y King talled this over in their
car and then came to the door. I leff them in and began to explain this to “v. King.




Hr, bing did all the talking for the two of you. lir. King's expressed
belief is that no watter hdéw terrible lirs, Xing's work wes when she wanted to
'be paid for the same werk twice and the sefond time for correcting ler mictales,
thet was proper. although as *+ told you I wa: not up to that ldnd of stress
because of' high blood pressure, lddney fialure and congestive he:rt failure for
ulich * was twice hospitalized this yed r for two montns, I did show you that
Vashington Pusf coluwm on widch lrs. “ing eliminated all paragraghing-two typed
pages of no paragraphing. lir. king's preposterous fabrication then was that made
no diifercnee at all because when books are publishexf editors malke those
corrections.

That was too much and 1 cut furthey' duscitssiion of telling you that the
ﬁii&i: in mine.and L want it. Hre King refused to give it to me and he has not
Ziven it to me sineg then,

Hr, King has npparently been reading of the large advances some books get
and assuned @a’s he could latch onto scme of that. There is no coNtract on
 this manuseript for publication, ncZe has been sought, none will be souglit,
and it ig entirely a noncommuercial seholarly record for our history for the
future. L dlstrh.hute duplicates of the dlslcava few scholars, hkstoriens,
soclologists and a luwyer who is seeldns to improve the arc;l‘ive left by one of
the Membors of the Warren Commission. I make no charge for any of this, never hmiié.

Hr, Ling's assumption that L had such a profitable contract part of wlich
he might grab for his wife had no basis in fact at all, ’Je Just made it up out
of nothinz. lle also, from the frofundity of his ignorance, made up that editors
at publt;shing houses are paid to undo the dammases done by those like him wifle
did to this manuseript. The fact is that manuserusts do not begin with editors
and editors 'do wot have any such f%’xction. Leaders ave the first to go o¥er
manuscripts and one as wretchedly badly done as the one Hra. King wrecked wauld
ba rejﬂc’céd forth@ith. Ho editor would see it-unless as. a horrible example,.

Horeo¥eY no editor has any way of knowing and Egle.cin'g what “rs. ing
Just omitted. Ho¥'las an editor any means of knowing Wha' Yapg, King dgesed
typed in the wrong place should %ﬁﬂﬂ—éﬁﬂe—iﬁ.‘bﬂ.—t-

I made no demond for he return of nomey £o which I baliej }“lrs. King is
not entitled fod the mess she made by simple cm@essness and her strange
dis}ilke of paragraphing. I asked only fofy the disk, widch is mine and + 4old Yps,
fing that o begin with, as + did all others doing aiy of this retyping, If ips,
Iﬁ.ng_ did not imJ@ude thal on her bill- and * have not checked it- I paid h:r what
sh? acked fof without ghestioning hery as has been my practise with all students —
that nc‘l? only is her oversight, not mine, but the paper she did not return costs




more than a didk & she hos Leen paid for it in any event.

lirs, “ing knew in advanee that my tbtpim.: and handwriting are poor for a
number of reasons, includim?ithat L nmust sit vith my legs up. Yr. Bing made the
untruthful clain that these mistakes Hfsz, “Mng made were bzcause of my typing
and wri%in;g;. The fact is that had there been any rclevance, that wduld have been
included in frs, “ing's time and she was paid for it. The fect also is, as is
clear frum examining both the rough dvaft and what she did with it, that she
had véry, very little such trouble and she made only a few mistakes that can
be attribited to thﬂt. Ihese mistales arei:;f a word of of a litter or two in a
word. That and no mere and there are vary,'very few of them, But there is and
there can Lo no connection between M. li4.1'.11‘;;:'51 made-up claim and Mrs. King's
refusal to paragraph both what is quoted verbotim and wiat I wrote and her
misplacing large chunks of what f wrote.

So I am again agldng for the return of my property, tint dbsk, and without

being altered in any way. Particularly without any erasure. 1f I do not get it

as it supposedly is, identical with the printout given me, I'll have to pay
somzone else for sterting and doing it all ovee apain. If I have to do that I'ld
be coming to you two for eepayment and fop the damage that does to me and my work.

I% that dces not happen soon(and when it happens I'1l have to check the disk
V'l;o be certain there has ot been ewything done to it) then I think the two of
you had better spealk to aylawyer .nmi in dping that learn what this can cost you
if = have to resort te that means of getting .back from you what is mine,.

Be agsured that despite my age and iwpaired health L pelieve you have given
ma.-/:uu altermative and if Lhave to do that I'1l have to consider gqdding the dmmage

you have done me and the time you have cost me. :

liarold Veisberg
lirs. “ing gave me no explanatim*t‘ W all her mistakes. She did not say t she
had any trouble vith the manuscript or in reading it. Tha.-l:mperhapa she knew
that would not stack bzeause she knew that I had made a xerox of the manuscript and
told lwr that if she had any question to call moe. Sh: made no such eall, This

rneans that she had no trouble reading the mansueript.




