
J. E
dgar H

oover, Y
ou H

ave a F
riend 

est as Z
im

b
allst d

id
 o

n
 "T

h
e H

o
o
v
er co

u
ld

n
't w

in
 an

 elec. 
B

y M
a
rvin

- K
itm

a
n
 

"S
h

o
u

ld
 J. E

d
g

ar H
o

o
v

er 
B

e R
eplaced?" w

as the ques-
tio

n
 p

u
t b

efo
re th

e p
u

b
lic 

o
n
 a recen

t ep
iso

d
e o

f "T
h

e 
A

d
v
o
cates," o

n
e o

f p
u
b
lic 

broadcastings' m
ore exciting 

sh
o
w

s. T
h
e an

sw
er, acco

rd
-

in
g

 to
 th

e latest co
u

n
t in

 th
e 

v
iew

er p
o

ll th
at fo

llo
w

ed
 

th
e
se

 rh
e
to

ric
a
l T

V
 q

u
e
s-

tions, w
as a resounding N

O
. 

S
p

e
a
k

in
g

 in
 d

e
fe

n
se

 o
f 

th
e F

B
I d

irecto
r w

as E
frem

 
Z

im
b

a
list Jr., th

e
 sta

r o
f 

"T
he F

B
I" on A

B
C

. T
here is 

a
 c

e
rta

in
 lo

g
ic

 in
 su

c
h
 a

 
choice of an advocate—

espe-
cially

 if y
o

u
 b

eliev
e in

 th
e 

"art - follow
s-life-follow

s-art,' 
th

e
o

ry
 w

h
ic

h
 so

m
e
b

o
d

y
 

m
u
st h

av
e th

o
u
g
h
t o

f w
h
ile 

lo
o

k
in

g
 in

 th
o

se b
arb

ersh
o

p
 

m
irro

rs. 
O

n
 a

 q
u
e
stio

n
 su

c
h
 a

s 
"
W

a
s
 W

o
rld

 W
a
r II 

n
e
c
e
ssa

ry
?
" Jo

h
n
 W

a
Y

n
e
 

could be the advocate on the  

g
ro

u
n

d
 th

at h
e w

o
n

 h
alf o

f 
th

e
 w

a
r in

 th
e
 m

o
v

ie
s
 

(E
rro

ll F
ly

n
n
 w

o
n
 th

e o
th

er 
h

alf, b
u

t h
e's d

ead
). C

arried
 

a step
 fu

rth
er, g

reat h
isto

ri-
cal fig

u
res fro

m
 th

e en
ter-

tain
m

en
t w

o
rld

 su
ch

 as D
o
n
 

A
m

e
c
h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 te

stify
 a

t 
h
earin

g
s o

n
 p

h
o
n
e co

m
p
an

y
 

a
p
p
lic

a
tio

n
s fo

r ra
te

 in
-

creases, or go before the S
u-

p
re

m
e
 C

o
u
rt to

 a
rg

u
e
 fo

r 
the constitutionality of w

ire-
tapping. 

T
h

ere Is 
n

o
 tru

th
 in

 th
e
 

scu
rrilo

u
s ru

m
o

r th
at Z

im
-

b
allst w

as th
e o

n
ly

 H
o

lly
-

w
o
o
d
 fig

u
re w

illin
g
 to

 p
u
t 

in
 a g

o
o

d
 w

o
rd

 fo
r H

o
o

v
er 

in public. I'm
 sure R

ed S
kel-

ton w
as also available. 

T
h
e ad

v
o
cate fo

r H
o
o
v
er 

testified
 th

at h
e w

as o
n

 th
e 

show
 as a concerned private 

citizen
, w

h
o

 k
n

o
w

s a little 
a
b

o
u

t th
e
 w

a
y

 th
e
 F

B
I 

w
orks, and anyw

ay this is no 
tim

e
 to

 a
tta

c
k
 o

n
e
 O

f o
u
r 

stro
n

g
est in

stitu
tio

n
s. T

h
e 

T
elevision

 
star o

f "T
he F

B
I" m

ay have 
b

een
 o

v
erly

 m
o

d
est. If an

y
-

th
in

g
, I c

o
n

sid
e
r h

im
 a

n
 

overly concerned private cit-
izen. 

M
o

re th
an

 th
e rest o

f u
s, 

Z
im

b
alist h

as a fin
an

cial in
-

terest in
 th

e co
n

tin
u

atio
n

 o
f 

th
e
 sta

tu
s q

u
o
 a

t th
e
 B

u
-

reau
. A

 n
ew

 d
irecto

r m
ig

h
t 

co
n

sid
er it a v

o
ilatio

n
 o

f se-
cu

rity
 p

ro
ced

u
res to

 o
p
en

 
th

e
ir file

s to
 a

 te
le

v
isio

n
 

co
m

p
an

y
. B

u
t I g

u
ess Z

im
-

b
alist w

o
u
ld

 b
e ab

le to
 carry

 
on w

ith
 so

m
e sh

o
w

 an
y

w
ay

 
u
n
d
e
r a

n
o
th

e
r n

a
m

e
. T

h
e
 

W
ild

life an
d
 G

am
e C

o
n
ser-

v
atio

n
 B

u
reau

 h
as so

m
e ex

-
citin

g
 sto

ries to
 tell. T

h
ere 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 aren

't m
o
re th

an
 a 

h
a
n

d
fu

l o
f p

e
o

p
le

 in
 th

is 
co

u
n
try

 —
 p

aid
 in

fo
rm

ers 
and the like—

w
ho have such 

a p
o

ten
tial co

n
flict o

f in
ter- 

A
dvocates." 
T

e
le

v
isio

n
's M

r. F
B

I 
w

asn
't b

ein
g
 criticized

, o
f 

course; H
oover w

as. A
nd his 

a
d

v
o

c
a
te

 c
e
rta

in
ly

 h
a
d

 a
 

w
inning w

ay w
ith the public 

television audience, w
hich is 

usually assum
ed to be m

ade 
u

p
 o

f e
g

g
h

e
a
d

s. I n
e
v

e
r 

k
n

ew
 h

o
w

 p
o

p
u

lar H
o

o
v

er 
w

as w
ith his constituency. 

O
f th

e m
o
re th

an
 2

0
,0

0
0
 

w
h
o
 h

ad
 v

o
ted

—
as o

f last 
w

eek
—

th
e sen

tim
en

t w
as 

ru
n
n
in

g
 b

etter th
an

 2
 to

 I to
 

retain
 th

e d
irecto

r. O
n
e o

f 
th

e m
o
re in

terestin
g
 letters 

to arrive at "T
he A

dvocates" 
h

ead
q

u
arters in

 B
o

sto
n

 (at 
sta

tio
n

 W
G

B
H

) w
a
s o

n
e
 

from
 J. E

dgar H
oover. In his 

o
p
in

io
n
, "th

e sh
o
w

 w
as ex

-
cellent." 

T
h

e tem
p

tatio
n

 is to
 su

g
-

g
e
st th

a
t F

B
I a

g
e
n

ts in
 

places like B
utte, M

ont., did 
all th

e v
o
tin

g
. It w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

d
isap

p
o

in
tin

g
 to

 learn
 th

at  

to
n

 in
 th

e
 F

B
I. A

n
o

th
e
r 

th
eo

ry
 is th

at co
n
serv

ativ
es 

ten
d
 to

 w
rite letters m

o
re 

easily
 th

an
 lib

erals. H
o
w

-
e
v

e
r. th

e
 v

o
te

 m
a
y

 o
n

ly
 

m
ean

 th
at H

o
o
v
er is tru

ly
 a 

v
e
ry

 p
o
p
u
la

r m
a
n
, a

s h
is 

supporters have been telling 
us all along. 

M
y
 o

w
n
 reactio

n
 to

 th
e 

d
eb

ate w
as, w

h
y

 b
o

th
er to

 
w

rite 
a 

le
tte

r?
 T

h
e
 m

a
n

 
w

on't 
last 

fo
rev

er. H
e'll 

reach the age of 95 and step 
dow

n. 
T

elev
isio

n
 v

iew
ers w

ill 
k

n
o

w
 b

e
fo

re
 n

e
w

sp
a
p

e
r 

readers w
hen that day is im

-
m

in
en

t. H
o
o
v
er's n

am
e is 

n
ev

er m
en

tio
n

ed
 o

n
 E

frem
 

Z
im

b
alist's "T

h
e F

B
I"; H

o
-

over, w
ho read

s th
e scrip

ts, 
d
o
esn

't allo
w

 it. T
h
e first 

tim
e he is m

entioned, it m
ay 

b
e th

e first sig
n
 th

at J. E
d
-

gar H
oover is no longer con-

nected w
ith the F

B
I. 
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