Polygraph Expert: Smith

Woman’s Initial Confusion on Details Was Normal in

By Mary Jordan

Washington Poat Stall Writer

The polygraph specialist who adminis-
tered a “lie-detector” test to the woman
accusing William Kennedy Smith of rape
said he believes she is “definitely telling the

truth” and disputes defense claims that her
“inconsistent” statements to police prove -

she is lying.

Warren Holmes, a leading polygraph ex-
aminer who pas worked on hundreds of rape
cases, made' the statements in a 117-page
affidavit released late Friday.

Holmes said the woman’s initial confusion
over several things—whether she had been

she took off her pantyhose, and why she
mistakenly called Smith “Michael” after the
alleged rape—was normal given the trau-
matic experience,

“In my opinion it lends credibility to her
story,” he said, adding that he would be
“more suspicious of her” if all her details
were precise and if each of her several ac-
counts to police were the same,

Smith's lawyers, Roy E. Black and Mark
Schnapp, cited these “inconsistent state-
ments” and “bizarre behavior” in a state-
ment filed with the court Friday in an at-
tempt to prove that the woman was “men-

. tally unstable” and lying.

raped once or twice by Smith, at what point

Holmes said he

believed the woman
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Accuser “Telling the Truth’

Context of Traumatic Experience, Affidavit Says

called Smith “Michael” as an understandable
reference to her stepfather, whom she de-
scribed to him as “oppressive.”

The woman also told him that she had
been beaten by her biological father when
she was a child.

“It lends credibility to her story, because
she’s associating two distasteful things in
her life,” the polygraph expert said.

Holmes, a former head of the Miami Po-
lice Department lie detection bureau, said
there was “no way” the woman could have
fabricated the look on her face and emotion
in her voice when she described Smith.

“She described him sitting there saying,
‘Well, no one will believe you.’ You see it

come in her face, the reliving ... man,
there’s no way you can be making that up,”
said Holmes, who also administered poly-
graph tests in the investigations of the as-
sassinations of President John F. Kennedy
and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

Holmes said several other factors also
contributed to his “sticking his neck out” to
believe her: She mentioned that Smith and
she had kissed and “did not try to gild the
lily and to make it worse than it actually
was,” and she did not attempt to fill in mem-
ory gaps,

"Aharwouldﬁlltheholespottoloaklm-
pid. She didn’t do that,” he said,

He also said it was significant that she
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