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O
BITU

A
R

IES 
ood T

en' Film
 D

irector E
dw

ard D
m

vtrvk D
ies 

U
ncooperative W

itness Later Testified on C
om

m
unist Ties; C

areer Included 'C
aine M

utiny,' C
rossfire' 

B
y R

IC
H

A
R

D
 PE

A
R

SO
N

 
W

a,shington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

' E
d

w
ard

 D
m

y
try

k
, 9

0
, a p

ro
m

in
en

t an
d

 
- critically acclaim

ed m
ovie director w

ho as 
one of the "H

ollyw
ood T

en" w
ent to jail for 

' refusing to testify before a congressional 
com

m
ittee about his m

em
bership in com

m
u-

n
ist g

ro
u
p
s, d

ied
 o

f h
eart an

d
 k

id
n
ey

 ail-
m

ents July 1 at his hom
e in E

ncino, C
alif. 

A
fter first serving a prison sentence and 

- ' su
fferin

g
 o

n
 th

e H
o
lly

w
o
o
d
 b

lack
list, h

e 
'decided to proclaim

 his form
er com

m
unist 

m
em

berships after all, as w
ell as identify 

O
ther H

ollyw
ood figures w

ho w
ere com

m
u-

n
ists. H

e th
en

 w
as allo

w
ed

 to
 resu

m
e h

is 
-H

ollyw
ood directing career. 

In
 1

9
8

8
, h

e to
ld

 an
 A

ii.so
ciated

 P
ress 

- rep
o
rter th

at h
e k

n
ew

 th
at w

h
atev

er h
is 

accom
plishm

ents as a director, they w
ould 

be overshadow
ed by his political troubles 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e R

ed
 scares o

f th
e 1

9
4

0
s an

d
 

1950s. 
• . "W

h
en

 I d
ie, I k

n
o
w

 th
e o

b
its w

ill first 
read 'one of H

ollyw
ood's U

nfriendly T
en,' 

. not 'director of "T
he C

aine M
utiny," "T

he 
Y

oung L
ions," "R

aintree C
ounty" and other 

film
s,' " he said. 

M
r. D

illyt,yk had belonged to the C
om

-
m

unist P
arty for only a m

atter of m
onths in 

the m
id-1940s. T

hen, in 1947, the H
ouse 

,C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 U

n
-A

m
erican

 A
ctiv

ities  

called him
 and nine other H

ollyw
ood figures 

to a W
ashington hearing, 

A
ll 10 refused to answ

er questions about 
th

eir o
w

n
 p

arty
 m

em
b

ersh
ip

 o
r id

en
tify

 
others as com

m
unists. A

1110 w
ere convicted 

o
f co

n
tem

p
t o

f C
o
n
g
ress. fin

ed
 an

d
 sen

-
tenced to about a year in prison. 

A
fter M

r. D
m

ytryk w
as released from

 
prison, he decided in 1951 to return to the 
com

m
ittee, adm

it his party m
em

bership and 
"nam

e nam
es." H

e later explained that one 
of the reasons he had decided to do so w

as 
that he had com

e to oppose com
m

unism
. 

A
n
o
th

er w
as th

at b
ecau

se o
f h

is sh
o
rt 

dalliance w
ith the party, the only people he 

could identify as com
m

unists had long been 
know

n as party m
em

bers. 
M

r. D
m

ytryk has been com
pared to re-

cen
t O

scar w
in

n
er E

lia K
azan

 an
o
th

er 
form

er com
m

unist w
ho nam

ed nam
es and 

w
ho w

as never forgiven by m
uch of H

olly-
w

ood. 
M

r. D
m

y
try

k
 w

as b
o

rn
 to

 U
k

rain
ian

 
im

m
igrant pareA

ts in B
ritish C

olum
bia and 

grew
 up in San Francisco. A

n unhappy child, 
he ran aw

ay from
 hom

e as a teenager and by 
the age of 15 w

as w
orking in H

ollyw
ood as a 

m
essen

g
er at P

aram
o
u
n
t S

tu
d
io

s. H
e 

w
orked his w

ay up to film
 editor and then 

d
irecto

r o
f "B

" m
o
v
ies. T

h
ese in

clu
d
ed

 
features in the popular "B

oston B
lackie" and 

"F
alcon" police adventure series. 

In 1944, he directed his first im
portant 

film
, "M

urder, M
y S

w
eet," based on the 

R
aym

ond C
handler classic and featuring the 

pleasant crooner D
ick P

ow
ell as the hard-

boiled private eye Philip M
arlow

e. B
oth M

r. 
D

m
ytryk, hailed as a m

aster of film
 noir, and 

Pow
ell received rave review

s for their w
ork. 

L
ater in the 1940s, he directed "C

ross-
fire an

 early
 H

o
lly

w
o
o
d
 ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f 
racial prejudice in general and antisem

itism
 

in particular. It starred R
obert R

yan, R
obert 

M
itchum

 and R
obert Y

oung and brought 
M

r. D
m

ytryk his only O
scar nom

ination. 
A

fter serving 41 /2 m
onths in prison, he 

w
ent to w

ork for producer S
tanley K

ram
er, 

m
ak

in
g
 a series o

f co
m

p
eten

t if larg
ely

 
unrem

arkable film
s. T

hen, in 1954, he seem
-

in
g
ly

 stru
ck

 p
ay

 d
irt w

ith
 T

h
e C

ain
e 

M
utiny," a W

orld W
ar II saga based on the 

bestselling H
erm

an W
ouk novel. T

he film
 

w
as a huge success and featured H

um
phrey 

B
ogart in one of his m

ost m
em

orable roles, 
the vicious and unstable C

aptain Q
ueeg. 

T
he film

 seem
ed to put M

r. D
m

ytryk back 
on the H

ollyw
ood m

ap as a m
ajor director. 

W
hether a film

 w
as a dram

a, w
ar m

ovie or 
classic W

estern, it seem
ed for a tim

e that 
one of the first-sought directors w

as E
dw

ard 
D

m
ytryk. 

H
e directed a rom

antic and m
ysterious 

C
lark G

able am
id the splendors of H

ong 
K

ong in "S
oldier of F

ortune," the ethereal 

G
ene T

ierney and, once again, H
um

phrey 
B

o
g
art in

 "T
h
e L

eft H
an

d
 o

f G
o
d
," an

d
 

M
ontgom

ery C
lift and E

lizabeth T
aylor in 

the C
ivil W

ar epic "R
aintree C

ounty." H
e 

also directed C
lift, M

arlon B
rando and D

ean 
M

artin in the W
orld W

ar II film
 "T

he Y
oung 

L
ions." 
H

e also
 d

irected
 a series o

f film
s th

at 
featured m

ajor stars but failed to becom
e as 

successful as m
any hoped. T

hese included 
"A

 W
alk on the W

ild Side," w
ith Jane Fonda 

and B
arbara S

tanw
yck, and "A

nzio," star-
ring R

obert M
itchum

. 
A

fter retiring from
 directing in the m

id-
1
9
7
0
s an

d
 after d

irectin
g
 m

o
re th

an
 5

0
 

m
ovies, he taught film

, first at the U
niversity 

o
f T

ex
as an

d
 th

en
 at th

e U
n
iv

ersity
 o

f 
S

outhern C
alifornia, until retiring altogether 

about tw
o years ago. H

e w
as the author of 

film
m

aking texts as w
ell as tw

o autobio-
graphical volum

es, "It's a H
ell of a L

ife but 
N

ot a B
ad L

iving" and "O
dd M

an O
ut, A

 
M

em
oir of the H

ollyw
ood T

en." 
W

riter R
ing L

ardner Jr., 78, now
 is the 

last living m
em

ber of the H
ollyw

ood T
en. 

M
r. D

m
ytryk's m

arriage to M
adeleine 

D
m

ytryk ended in divorce. 
Survivors include his w

ife, the dancer and 
actress Jean P

orter, w
hom

 he m
arried in 

1948 and w
ho lives in E

ncino; tw
o sons; tw

o 
daughters; and three grandchildren. 


