Dear Uick, 13/

""ha encles.d Vashington vost publication of a probably longer ..0s angeles Mimes
story avout liollywood blacklisting reminds me part of my pust I Believe you know nothing
about, of what I regarded and still regurd as uisconceived principle, and a couple of
possibilities for a publisher or publichers you know.

Of the .atter, an obvious one is like "bDances with Wolves", the Hlliott arnold
novel "llood Brothers." another I thini: would do well and is an excellent book is Dalton
Prumbo's "The ltemarkable andrews". That is a story about the ghost of andrew vYaciison
retusaimg returning to where he lived in Tennessee to counsel people fighting corruption.

Te copyrights on both have provably expieed.

If there is uny interest and if there then is any finder's fee, 1'd like that to be
applied to what “elen got. )

lialtz wus one of the llollywood Teu, as they were called. So was “runbo, I had a to
me disasterous conu!aot:l.on with them.

Before they were scheduled to testity before the Vies committee a man who had been an
investisator for the Scnate comnittee for wiich I'd worked, known as "the Civil Liberties
Committee", brought one of the Ten to we, Hé'd he.rd that I'd rescarched a book on the
Dees comdttee and asked if I'd help the Ten, I ugreed to. Tho need to do other work Aad
prevented my dof}'u,é'"irc’ and then I was in the army and then other rejular work after the
army and 0SS. .o I took them to .here ull my work wau packaged, they helped themselves,
promising to return what they'd taxen af'ter the hearing, and I never saw either one of
them giain. Ur all my work. Included was in and of itself was historically importunt,
bound volumes of newspapers reports on the comuittee from the nore iuportant New York
papers and all of Washington's and what had never been done until then or to the best of
my knowledge since, I had a copy of ever single expenditure record of that comiittee of
mostly native nazis. and anti-semities.

The one of the Yen who got all of this supyosedly to help the Ten was in fact the
stoolpidpeon, sort of "state's evidence" auong them, unknown to them, ldward uytryk.

~ In nore recent years but some tiuc ago L located and wrote four of the “en. Lpytryk
claimed to have no recollection at all. alvah Bessie, whose son ~ believe is a prominent
New York editor now, gave me a long ex)lanation of their decision that got them all con-
victed. He said that they had wmet and decided that as a matter of principle they would
invoke only the Mirst amendment betore the comittee. They made a conscious decision not
to invoke the Fifth Amendment.

» an not able to see what principle is being served by not invoking the amenduent
intended to defend jeople faced with such accusations. Invoking t he First along with if,
to oe, made the point that they were invoking it.

e comdttee did have a legislative purpose. That it was for all pructicul purposes



-]

one of witrich liitler would have aporove: is inmnterial. 4s a matter ol law the coruiittee
did have u right to asl then to teutifr. I don't see how the Jirst amenduent iusunized
-thun frou teatifying in response to the comudttee's questions. Che tifth, howeve -+, did.

if - never told you, in thuat comrittee's days I was interested in native naziy also
anti-Semitic activitiesn. I collected u fair amount of inf'oruation but found no nagazine
interest so I wunt in for an'd.'ﬂazi activitioes and exposed *azi cartels.
The couwrdttee, lmuping I wus srepuring to write a book about it, r'rumed me through
a native nazi. Yo wuke a long story uhwort I took the grund jury away frou the U.S.
aAttorney, it re.used to indict me (after all, I'd done nothing urong) und I was able to
persuade it, over the U.i. attorney's resistance, to indict the Dies apgent.

I know this had never been accoup.ished earlier, I've not huard of it hapuening
since, :

The story referu to that time as the leCarthy era. In the broad sense that is
true. ilowever, ul.-: borore telurthy. It was in 1';39 thut the coruittee cume aif'ter nme,

There was an odd twist af'ter the rand jury indicted the fink and Dies helped hin

cop a plea. 'hae U.S5. attorney called me in, handed me a lurge wanilla envelope, and
" said merely, "soue day you may need this." I looked, suw frou the cover that it was a
transcript, thanked hiu for it, and I recall no wore ol that visit and conversation.

TE& trunscript vas not of my te::r.—:tinony. Ft was that of otheru, including Martin Dies.
The transcript made it clear that & d done nothing wrong.

In those days he could have be;n disbarred and fired for his kindnes. I therefore
let nobody kiow - had the transeript. VYhen | leurned recently that it is no longer pro-
hibited I gave it to the college where all my records will be.

‘his man was later chief war-crime: prosecutor in Tokyo.

I was impressed by his decency and concern and by his trust in me when he had made
so strang an effort o convict me knowing I was innocent, lie inew that I knew thut he had
had no prac’tiaul choice but he had made a real effort.

I have longe. accounts in the reminiscences I wrote when it becume apparent that the
wonderful president and the fine college where all my records would be while telling her
pet'vpla to do oral histuries with me never gave them the time. Two stationery boxes of
them now.

I do encourage someone to find a copy of "The ltemarkable andrew" and read it. It
deserves to be known once again and I think there would be a market for it.

“he only bouk by Albert ialt: I peuember was an anti-war book. It or a book by one
of the others was titled, "Johnny Cot i:is Gun,"

Best,’

k/- Al /
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Movie’s Secret
Writer May
Be Recognized

F‘“”’?’l‘k’.«mm A

HOLLYWOOD—Six years ago, at a ceremony
at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences, blacklisted screenwriters Michael Wilson and

Carl Foreman were posthumously awarded Oscars

for “The Bridge on the River Kwai.”
It had been an open secret that Pierve Boulle,
whomcepwdtheorigiml_ﬂac'?rhhl%&didm

geripts surreptitiously written by blacklisted writers
gf the McCarthy era—and credited to other people,
+ “Broken Armmow” may be the last major film still
'gtplhpyaednedmumwrmgwﬁw.mrdinam
air,
+ Although they are not actively opposing the
gove, Julian Blaustein, the film's producer, and
rothy Blankfort, the widow of the man who
ted for the actual screenwriler, are uneasy
about dredging up the past. Blankfort “finds it
i to be dancing on her. husband's grave,”
&uid.“::)m' T
* To ir, however, getl the tru is
yital. "l‘hemr:ore rumer Il:u;;:o eh:n—l“:emhet&:“'mh:
period—the more peop W "
said, “It was an extraordinarily loathsome, cowardly
period. And light should be shone into every comer
it.-'
?fWhen"BrokenAtmw'q:enedh 1950, Albert
khhz. the novelist, playwright and Academy
the screenplay, was not listed in the credits. Along
Vith other members of the so-called Hollywood
Ten, he was in prison for refusing to cooperate with

the House Commuttee on un-American Activities

investigation of communist influence in

tein,” Ceplair
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