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MORANDUM - ey ey
MEMORANDU 'ij”/ Sagtr
; S B
TO: Vr./J., Lee Rankin - ) i
FROM: Messrs, Samuel A, Stern and John Hart Ely
. |
SUBJECT: Interview with Captain Fritz of the Dallas Police eV
. Department - ¥ il e
i /. LR A U

4 ,/'~ . . J
Date: April 7, 1964, = 2 .'
. Time: 10:00 a.m, = 12130 p.m, ‘

Plages O0Office of Captain Fritz, Homiocide and Robbery Division, -
Dallas Pollce Department., s
Those Present: Captain Fritz and Lieutenant Baker of the
. . Dallap Police Department, Mr. Davis of the
Texas Attorney General's Office, Messras.
Ball, Stern, Belin, Goldberg and Ely of the
President's Commiscion Staff. :

Captaln Iritz mentioned an article in a Dallas news-
paper to the effact that the Commisslon waa "muzzling" police
officiala. He stated that this did not represent his views, s
adding however, that an FBI Agent (Mr, Malley?) had, by tele- ., i

.. phone, asked the police department not to release evidencg.. i)
Mr. Ball made it clear that the Commission had at no time ¢ b
asked wltnesses not to discuss the subject matter of their
teastimony. ;

Captain Fritz was asked whether Brennan had attended

& showup. Nelther he nor Lieutenant Baker remembered, but

(,they stated that they would attempt to find out. Fritz _

» v belleves that the police department makes records of even those
'showups where there 1s no positive identification, but he is
not certalin az to this practice. -y : ' .

Captaln Fritzs reported that Rowland's mother had . :
called him to inform him that her son 1o entirely unreliable, —- b

. /
-~ When asked who gave whom the shells found at the
Becene of the Tippit killing, Fritz referred us to the crime
lab records. : :
-ec: Mr. Rankin's Chron File o : SR Y
Mall Room Files ; Ry
Mr. Stern
Mr. Ely




) ¢ ' i'

We informed Captain Frit: that the search warrant
issued for the first search of the Beckley Avenus house
seemed to carry the weong date, He notified us thuL e would
check ort 1t. He is golng to check also on where Oswald was
from 12:'35 to 1:10 a.m, on Saturday. The jJallor's records
1ndlcate that Oswald was cheeked out of jail during that R
pericd. lorcover, the police records indicate that Oswald ) R P
was arralgned at 1:35 a.m., 25 minutes after}ha wag checked N
back into 5411.) k | IR O I

Fritz indicat ed that because Licutenant Baker had
prepared the rocord which we have designated Document No, 81b,
he would like to bring Baker with him when ha teatifies before
the Commiszaion,

Captain Fritz and ¥r. Davis indicated that the delay A
between arrest and arraignmost in thias case was by no means b # ey e e

We then discussed the presence of the press in the
Dallas police offices. Fritz indlcated that there were more ..
than 200 reporters in the hallway outside the homlelde sulte, - |
and that he had to statlion two uniformed policemen at the Sy o
door to keep them out. The outer office of the homlaeide auite e = :
was f1lled wlth FBI and Secret Serviece agents, and Texas ;
Rangers. Fritz recalled that he had to fight his way through
‘the crowdwhenever Oswald was taken through the outside hall. ; frd
Fritz indleated that although he was unhappy about this W'i{.f.
- sltuation at the time, he had not consldered it within his, =~ . . ..
authority to bar the press. PR Ak

Fritz stated that Oswald had said that he wanted
John Abt to represent him, and that he was not interested in |
taking steps to obtain ancther lawyer until 1t became glear
that Abt was unavailable. Oswald stated that 1f he could not
get Abt, he wanted an attorney from the American Civil
(Libertiecs Union. TFritz told Oswald that he could use the Jall
‘telephone to contact Abt. (It is the ordinary procedure of
the Dallas police department to allow prisoners unlimgi "
‘access to the jaill telephone.) Fritz also stated that he had hg
on several occasiong apked Oswald if he wanted a local PRI Y
attorney. Fritz recalls that on Sunday morning a telegram , &
was received from a Chieago lawyer offering his services to .
Oswald, Fritz believes the telegram was sent up to Oawald;
the police department no longer has thils telegram.

When asked why Curry and Wade made public atatements
about the evidence in the case, Fritz answered that it was not
his place to comment on thia lscue, 4
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of his interccsniica cessions with Oswsld

Wa then brield

vent over Coptain Frita® mosirandul

(Commicaicon Ducwasnt

Ho. 81b, puzes 13ou-13C0e). Thic memoropiua vad wrepared fren
Frite indleated that
he hod £irst concentrated upon trylng to esturlish o ccge agsingt

notcs made albex ti

Cavald in connesiion with the Tipplt BIdAng,

1o inteorvicow sescicns.

since he hod ¢ya

wvitnesses to that murder ond theveby epected %o estaoblich o

besis for cherging Oswald and holding hia vithout balls

addrecs froa wolice ©

t

Prite bolieves thot he first heerd the Backley Avenue !

~

1l

leers worikdng on the Tipplt ccoc.

Lo i6

pet sure who mentlioncd 1t to hin o vhether the precice eddress
In cny casc, Osvald gave Fritz this wddrees during
the first interrogatliche

Was si.Ven a

educated,

Fritz' opinica, '"a nut.”
handled colidy. He indicat
interrogetor vho upsel Qsweld,
“gecoating” Marinc.

subsequentiy protested that the pleture wos o coxposite.

only aftor long and gulet interroraticne.
‘the interrogaticn sessicus bo
unsucecssfully, for a tape rec

budgets.

would object to Lhe presence of g Tezcorder,

Captein Furitz th
that he hondled tho queations welle
Fritz stoted that Oswald hed to be

¢4 that Agent Hoaty wos the only
that Oswold kad accused Hoaty of

cught thit Oswald secemed wellw
fle was not, 1n

. When Oswald was choun the picture of him holding the
rifly and pistcl, Ils composura wos mozentordly shaken. He

Fritz stoted that Oswald wight have confesged, bub
Trits wishes that

Althourh

& becn recordode |
crder in his lost two cnnusl

other priccnexs hove indicoted that iy

a recorder would have bothered Oswald.
whether the interrogation was being reeoxdeds.

_odn Wew Oxlecns,
(| not coked ebout the Uve srzamition found in his

!

the photogzaphexs® 1ight
gtated that the conditicns in the garnge
roporters, comerss, ctd.
opined that 4t was unlikely that Qow

Oausdsl adoitied using the naae "34de1l”™ whildls he woa
but denicd ever having been in Mexdco. Ho vas .
peats pocketse

Inﬁecd.,

he never asled .

AW

! On Sunday merning, Oswald seemed friendlier, bub ok
- pore inforsative, than he had been previcuslys .

Iritz recalls that while Osveld wes belng troansferred
3 1n the basorent ware blindling.
(12phts, closeness of
) caze as & surprise to hiz. Ea also
21d could hove recognized
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