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T0: R.W. Markley, Jr.
FROM:; F. Vaughn Ferguson

RE: Changes in ¥hite House "Bubbletop"

on November 23rd, the day following the President's assassination, I

wvent to the White House garage in responce to a telephone call to my home
from the Secret Service. When I arrived about 10:00 a.m., the White House
"pubbletop" wes in a stall in the garage with two Secret Service men detailed
to guard it. A caunvas cover was Over the unit. I was permitted only to see
the windshield of the car and then only after the guards had received
permission from higher ranking Secrcl Service persomnel. Examination of the
windshield disclosed no perforation, but substantial cracks radiating a
.couple of inches from the center of the windshield at a point directly
beneath the mirror. '

I was at the garage only about one hour that day, but while I was there Morgan
Geis contacted the Secret Service and told them to have me make arrangements
to replace the windshield.

The following day, when I returned to the garage, the unit was no longer under
guard. The Secret Service had cleaned the leather upholstery the day

before, but underneath the upholstery buttons dried blood was still in
evidence. On my own initiative, I pulled up thess upholstery buttons and

with & knife removed the caked blood around them. At this time, there was

a heavy odor of dried blood still noticeable. There was a large blood '
spot on the floor covering which the Secret Service had not been able to
remove, but I did nothing further about it that day. '

In response to my call of November 25, personnel from Arlington Glass came
to the White House garage that same day to replace the windshield. The
Arlington Glass personnel advised Morgan Geis and me that removal would
cause additional dsmage to the windshield but Geis told them to go shead and
remove it anyway. The Arlington Glass personnel did remove it by putting
their feet against the inside of the windshield and pushing it out. In
doing so, additional cracks formed (dowvnward to the bottom of the
windshield). A Mr. Davis of the Secret Service then took the windshield
~and put it in the stockroom under lock and key and I have not seen it since.
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That some day, MNovember 25, I tried to clean the blood spot on Lhe carpet
with baking soda with only moderate success. Late that afternoon I called
Hess and Eiscuhardt who sgrecd to send new carpeting including magking and
binding. It was also that day that Morgan Geis called my attention to

a dent in the chrome topping of the windshield at a point just above the
rear view mirror and asked why I hadn't fixed it while I was at it. I
told him that my experience with chrome had bzen that in trying to remove
a dent of thal size lead only to additional marks that further marred the
trim. In addition, the dent is not visible when the top is on the unit.

On November 2Gth, late in the afternoon after I had left, the carpet,
masking and binding arrived at the garage from Hess and Eisenhardt. When

I got to the garage on the 27th and was told that the carpeting material

was in, I contacted Morgan Geis who arranged with the VWhite House upholstery
man to receive the metal piece containing the carpet, remove the old
carpeting, replace it with the new carpet, and return the piece to me

for reinstallation in the "Bubbletop." This upholsterer did not complete
the job until late Friday afternocon the 29th.

On the morning of December 2nd, the re-carpeted piece was delivered to me

by a Secret Service agent named Davis and I then reinstalled it. Also on
the 2nd of Dececmber I noticed that the two lap robes had a few blood spots
on them but, more than that, were soiled from handling and required cleaning.
Two White House chauffeurs were detailed to take the lap robes to Fort-

Myer for cleaning. These persons remained with the lap robes until they
were cleaned and returned the same day. :

: %
T think this represents a complete account of changes made in the "Bubbletop"
since November 22.
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F. V. Ferguson



