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‘Februvary 27, 1t

I'onorable J. Lee Rankin
General Couasel

The P“‘"‘c;nt‘s Comnission
260 Merylcocnd Aveaue, No E.o
Washington, D. C. .

Reference is made to your letier of February °G
aereln yeu requasueé to be advised of the circumstances
SUITOUNCIRG the omission of Special Agent James P, Hosty's -
nase arxd relatved data as appearing in “Lee Harvey Cswald's
address boek in our report of Special Agent Robert P, Gemberling
dated Decenmber 23 1963, at Dailas, Texas, in the Gswald case.
G indicated ¥ wculd assist the Comm1551o: in appraising the
cance ot this matter if it knew the names of the Agents,
clufing supervisors, wiio prepared this portion of the report
r made any decision to omit information From the renort.

You indicated also that you would like a full

e}x‘J;u;.c. Tion,

T your information, I have detcrnincd that
Special Ageant Howert P. Cenoc*rlhv made the decision as to
wiat icformaticon should be 1rc1LceJ in his report of December 23,
1%83., I also de*ernlned that Special Agent John To Xesler

had reszon P~“i115y for rcv*cw; pnoto"*aphic cepies of the
pages 6F Lee Harvey Oswald's ¢08"ess boock to determine which
itens neefed investigative attention. Such items were set
forth “s 7‘vust1ﬂat1ve leads to be covered and it was such lead
material that was 1“corpo:atea in Special Agent Gemberling's

=2 ~
bl sga fo g OJ. Decemner ...nJ l9du°

L. Loam erc*osing herewith affidavits executed by
Specicl Ageals Robert P, Gemberling and Joha T, Kesler vherein
eacl sets forth his explanaticn regarding his hanall ng of
Les Harvey Oswald's address book,




I want you to_Inow that I feel our reporting nrocedures
in this matter are completely logical and sound. This Dureas
never purported that Speciai Agent Gemberling®s reper: of
Decenber 23, 1963, contained the complete listing of Lee Harvey
Oswald's accress book and, as you know, additional items in
Oswald's address book not previously reported were furnished to
the Commission in the repori of Special Agent Robert P. Gemberling
dated Februasry 11, 1964, at Dallas, Texas, b ‘

This Burcau from the beginning of this investigation has

developed 2nd reported all available and relevant facts and it
will continue to do so.

., I trust that this letter and the enclosures thereto
will satisfy the requirements of the.Commission.
Sincerely yours,
<3
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information is set fox
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TIDAVIT

I, ROBERT P. GEMBERLING, being duly sworn, .depose

as follows:

In the perf
of the Federal Bureau
Justice, I have been &
with the investigation
JOEN FITZCERALD KENNED

In connecti

the subsedguent handliﬂ

of LZE HARVEY OSWRILD.

ormance of my duties as a Special Agent
of investigation, U. S. Department of
cting as a coordinator in connection

intb the asséssinatiﬁn of Presiéent
¥ on November 22, 1963, at Dallas, Texas.
on with this assignment Ehe £ollowing
+h with respect to my instructions and

1

g of the contents of the address book

On_approximately December 14, 1963, I instructed

Special zZgent JOEW T.

KESILER of the Houston FBI Office, who

was on special assignment at Dallas, to review photographs

0f “he pages of OSWALD's address book for leads. He was

instructed to extract

21l names and telephone numbers, the

identities of which were unknown, together with any other

lezd information, and

to prepare a memorandum for use in

setting out such leads.

Tn connection with this review of the contents

0f OSWAID's address book, Special Agent JOEN T. KESLER




prepared a thirity-page memorandum on multilith, the first
pagé of vhich was on pfiice memorandun form. The infor-
.mation appearing in this address book:

"Kov. 1 1863
FBL Agent| (RI 11211)
. JRMES P. HOSTY
MU 8605
11li4 commerce St.
Dallasg"™

was not included, in this thirty-page memorandum inasmuch as

the identity of Special Agent HOSTY was Xnown +o both Special
Agent XESLER and myself and was not lead information.

: In connection with the preparation of my report
dated peccmbér 23, 1913, it was my decision to have Page one
of Spacial Agant KESLER's memorandum.retypedVOn plain
maltilith in ordér that the retyped page one and the subse-
quant 29 pages of his memorandum could be uéed as an i;sert
in my report. This was done solely to avoid necessity foxr
retyping the contents of the egtire memorandum for a report.
It was xecognized that as a result of setting out-of leads'
based on Spacial Agent KESLER's memorandum that results of
investiéation pertainipg to sgch leads would be forthcoming
arnd it wes conzidered Feasible to have the contents of the
aciress bock on waich leads were based included in a report
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in order that mt;f <ha subsgqucnt results qf thg.lé;dg were
reéo:toa, such bazis would have been previousiy éet'foréh'
in a regort. No other Agent or superviéofy Personnel was
involved in this decision.

In this connecticn it ghould ba noted that pages
672 through 70l of my report of December és, 1963, contain
the contents of sSpecial Agent KESLER's memorandum zand that
Pages 673 through 701 bear the éypewriéten Page numbers of
Spacizl Agent X=ESLER's original memorandun. .

I had no discussion with Special Agent KESLER
concerning the inclusion or exclusion of the data pertaining
to Special 2Zgent ECSTY in OSWALD's address book, but SP§cial'
Agent XESLER was marély following my i?structions to extréct‘
information waich was lead material. 7 :

It is pointed out that a report of SPecial Agent
WARREN C. DE BRUEYS at Dallag, Texas, dated December 2, 1963,
reflects that Special Agent HOSTY interviewed Mrs. RUTH

PAINE at Irving, Texas, on November L, 1963, and November 5,

1963. Also, the report of Special Agent WARREN C. DE BRUEYS
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scerbax 8, 1963, on page 389 thera is set forth the
contents of a lettcr £rom OSWALD %o the Russian Embassy in

Washingten, D. C., dated November 9, 1963, in vhich letter
Y -3- 2




osyRID made :af;renca to Special Agent HOSTY as'"Agent JAMES

P. HASTY™ zid his visit of November 1, 1963.

Iy

The additiornal contents of OSWALb's address book
which had not previously‘been raported were“includéd in my
report oI ?ebguary 11, 1564, on pages 279 to 283; and it
should be noted that none of the information appearing on
these pages was lead information.

At no time during the'cou&ée of the preparaticn
of my reports and the coordinating of the investigation in
this matter did I intentionally exclude any material from
any report. As explained above, the fact that Specizal Agent
HOSTY had conducted inveétigation ﬁt the PAILNE resiaence on
Koverber 1 had been previously reported, his name, office
telephone number énd license number of his vehicle were not
lead information,; newspapers and other news media-had given
much publicity to the fact that épecial Agent‘HOSTY's name
and oifice telephone number were in OSWALD's adéress book,
and the fact thet it was not included in mylreport of De-
cember 23, 1863, wes solely because it was not lead material
and had not been included in the memorandum prepared by
Special hgent JOEN T. KESLER for that reason.
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ROBERT P. GEMBERLING 67

Spacial Agent
ederal pureau of Investigation

Sworn o and subscribed before me on this X

F A , 1964.

. / '- ‘ .- 4
: Tééézif%ff?%igﬂf?;4F4¢w£//13 /

Notaty Pgnzic
Dallas Cbuhty, Texas
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AFFIDAVIT.

THE STATE OF TEXAS, )
)
COUNTY OF HARRIS

BEFORE ME, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for
said County, State of Texas, on this day personally appeared
John Thomas Xesler, to me well known, and who, after being by ma
duly sworn, deposcs and says that: )

In the performance of my duties as a Special Agent of th
Federal Burezu of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice, I
was assigned on special assignment to the Dallas office in connect
with the investization of the assassination of President John
Fitzgerald Kennedy on November 22, 1963, at Dallas, Texas.

In connection with this assigoment on approximately

December 14, 1963, I was instructed by Special Agent Robert P.
Gemberling, who was cooxdinating the imvestigation, to review
photographs of the pages of Lee Harvey Oswald's address beok for
leads. In connection with this zeview I prepared a thirty page
memorzndum on multilith, the first page of which was on office
remorandum form. I thereafter used this memorancdum for purposes C
setting out lsads to identify individuals and telcphone numbers
which wers previcusly uanknown in the investigation. In the prepar
tion of this memorandum I did not include data from the address be
which was not lead material. I did not include the infoxmation
appearing in this address book with respect to Speciel Agent Hosty
nama, office telephone number and automobile license number becaus
the identity of Special Agent Hosty was known to me end this was t
lead material. I hed no discussion with Special Agent CGembexling
‘anyone else with respect to the excélusion or inclusion of Special
Agent Hosty's name in my memorandum.

At the time I prepered the memoragéfzjidid not know thi

same would be included in a subsequeng\report. /
! ?
ekf
1 VI (P A G-I

M
ED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, (h;.‘s) 25th day of February, .A.D.

ST b

|l Notazy Public ia and for Harris
Cournty, Texas. :
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