
UN' 'TED STATES DE l'A 	ENT O1 JUSTICE 

FEDERAL WUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASIIINGTON 25, D.C. 

February 27, 1964 

Koaorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The ?resident's Commission 
200 -i,laryland Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

Reference is made to your letter of February 23, 
1964, wherein you requested to be advised of the circumstances 
sulro,,:n;:inr,-  the omission of Special Agent James P. Nostv's 
name culc rela-,:ed data as apbearing in Lee Harvey Oswald's 
adc7ress book ail our report of Special Ageat Robert P. Gemberling 
dated December 23, 1963, at Dallas, Texas, in the 0swald case. 
You :Indicated it would assist the Commission in alvraisiai7 the 
signif7lcance of this matter if it knew the names of the Aqents, 
incla:::ng supervisors, who prepared this portion of the report 
or maw aay decision to omit information from the report. 

You indicated also thrt you would like a full 
explanation. 

For your information2  I have determined that 
Special Agent Robert P. Gemberiing made the decision as to 
what izfornatioa Should be included in his report of December 23, 
1963. I also determined that Special Agent John T. Kesler 
had respo:Isibility for reviewing photographic copies of the 
pages of Lee Harvey Oswald's address book to determine which 
Items needed investigative attention. Such items were set 
forth as investigative leads to be covered and it was such lead 
material that, was incorporated in Special Agent Cemberliag's 
report of December 23, 1963. 

3. am enclosing hcrewith affidavits executed by 
Agents Robert P. Gemberling and John T. Kesler wherein. 

each sets forth his explanation regarding his handling of 
Lee Zarvey Oswald's address book. 



Honorable 	Lee Rankin 

I want you to know that feel our reporting procedures 
in this matter are completely logical and sound. This Bureau 
never purported that Special Agent Gemberling's report of 
December 23, 1963, contained the complete listing of Lee Harvey 
Oswald's address book and, as you know, additional items in 
Oswald's address book not previoly reported were furnished to 
the'Commission in the report of Special Agent Robert P..Gemberling 
dated February 11, 1964, at Dallas, Texas. 

This Bureau from the beginning of this investigation has 
developed and reported all available and relevant facts and it 
will continue to do so. 

I trust that this letter and the enclosures thereto 
will satisfy the requirements of the. Commission. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosurs (2) 
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A ID, =  • 

I, ROBERT PL GEMBERLING, being duly sworn,denosc 

as follows: 

In the per 

of the Federal Bureau 

Justice, I have been 

ormanco of my duties as a Special Agent 

of Investigation, U. S. Department of 

cting as a coordinator in connection 

with the investigation into the assassination of President 

JOHN rITZGERALD KENNEL.- on Nov-either 22, 1963, at Dallas, Texas. 

In connect '1on with this assignment the following 

information is set fo th with respect to my instructions and 

the subsequent handli1g of the contents of the address book 

of LEE HARVEY OSWALD. 

On approximately December 14, 1963, I instructed 

Special'Agent JOEN T. 

was on special assign 

of the pages of OSWAI 

instructed to extract 

identities of Which w 

le:d information, and 

setting out, such lead 

KESLER of the Houston FBI Office, who 

ent at Dallas, to review photographs 

address book for leads. He was 

all names and telephone numbers, the 

re unknown, together with any other 

to prepare a memorandum fox use in 

In connection with this review of the contents 

of OSWALD's address b ok, Snecial Agent JOY N' T. KESLER 



prepared a thirt,,-page memorandum on multilith, the first 
• • pege of whieh was on of ice memorandum form. The infor- 

.mation ap.-)earing in 	address book: 

"Nov. 1 19 3 
ELI Agent (RI 11211) 
J..7.142S P. OSTY 
MU 8605 
1114 Comm rce St. 
Dallas" 

was not included, in ti~is thirty-page memorandum inasmuch as 

the identity of Special Agent EOSTY was known to both Special 

Agent :KESLER and myself and was not lead information. 

In connection with the preparation of my report 

dated DeceMber 23, 1963, it was my decision to have page one 

of Special Agent NES 	'5 memorandum retyped on plain 

multilith in order th t the retyped page one and the subse-

quent 29 pages of his emorandum could be used as an insert 

in my report. This was done solely to avoid necessity for 

retyping the contents of the entire memorandum for a report. 

It was recognized that as a result of setting out of leads 

based on S'oecial Agent NESLER's memorandum that results of 

investigation pertain g to such leads would be forthcoming 

and it was considered easible to have the contents of the 

address book en which scads were based included in a report 



in order that T;:n:-_ the sUbsoquont results of thsa'lids were 

reoortec:, such basis w.o'uld have been previously set forth 

in a report. No other Agent or supervisory pornonnel was 

involved in this decision. 

In this connecticn it should be noted 'Lfhatpages 

672 through 701 of my report of December 23, 1963, contain 

the contents of Special Agent KESLER's memorandum and that 

pages 673 through 701 boar the typewritten page numbers of 
Special Agent NESLER's original memorandum. 

had no discussion with Special Agent :KESLER 

concerning the inclusion or exclusion of the data pertaining 

to Spacial Agent ZOSTY in OSWALD's address boo::, but Special 

Agent YESIER was merely following my instructions to extract .  

information Which was lead material. 

It is pointed out that a report of Special Agent 

WARREN C. DE BRUZYS at Dallas, Texas, dated December 2, 1963, 

reflects that.  S,Decial Agent HOSTY interviewed Yrs. RUTH 

PAINS at Irving, Texas, on November 1, 1963, and November 6, 

1963. Also, the report of Special Agent WARREN C. DE BRUEYS 

dated December 2, 1963, on page 389 there is set forth the 

contents of a letter from OSWALD to the Russian Embassy in 

Washington, D. C., dated November 9, 1963, in which letter 
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osw.LLD 	r.aference to Special Agent EOSTY as' "Agent JAMES 

p. 	a:'.d his visit Of November 1, 1953. 

'she additional contents, of OSWALD's address boot 

which had not previously been reported were included in my 

report of February 11, 1964, on pages 279 to 293, and it 

should be noted that none of the information appearing on 

these pages was lead information. 

At no time during the - course of the preparation 

of my reports and the coordinating of the investigation in 

this matter did I intentionally exclude any material from 

any report. As exDlained above, the fact that Snecial Agent 

HOSTY had conducted investigation at the PAINS residence on 

November I had been previously reported, his name, office 

telephone number and license number of his vehicle were not 

lead information, newspapers and other news media had given 

much publicity to the fact that Special Agent HOSTY's name 

and office telephone number were in OSWALD's address boo:{, 

and the fact that it was not included in my report of De-

ceMber 23, 1963, was solely because it was not lead material 

and had not been included in the memorandum prepared by 

"SeciaI Agent CO= T. =Au for that reason. 
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-/e  
ROB 2, 1122 P . GBEBERLING 
Special Agent 
rederal Bureau of Investigation 

sworn to and subscribed before me on this 	 

day of  
	 1964. 

Notaiar P 
Dallas aka ty, Texas 



AFFIDAVIT.  

THE STATE OF TEXAS, ) 

COUNTY OF HARRIS 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for 
said County, Suane of Texas, on this day personally appeared 
John Thomas :Kesler, to me well known, and who, after being by ma 

duly sworn, deposes and says that: 

In the performance of my duties as a Special Agent of th 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice, I 
was assigned on special assignment to the. Dallas office in connect 
with the investigation of the assassination of President John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy on November 22, 1963, at Dallas, Texas. 

In connection with this assignment on approximately 
December 14, 1963, I was instructed by Special Agent Robert P. 
Gemberling, who was coordinating the investigation, to review 
photographs of the pages of Lee Harvey Oswald's address book for 

leads. In connection with this review I prepared a thirty page 

memorandum on multilith, the first page of which was on office 
memorandum form. I thereafter used this memorandum for purposes c 

setting out leads to identify individuals and telephone numbers 
which were previously unknown in the investigation. In the prepay 

Lion of this memorandum I did not include data from the address be 

which was not lead material. I did not include the information 

appearing in this address book with respect to Special Agent Hosty 
name, office telephone number and automobile license number becaus 

the identity of Special Agent Hosty was known to me and this was r 
lead material. I had no discussion with Special Agent Cemberling 
anyone else with respect to the exclusion or inclusion of. Special 

Agent Hosty's name in my memorandum. 

At the time I prepared the memorandum I did not know tha 

same would be included in a aubsequen-  re ort. 

'VI.; IF 4. 

ne. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO,BEFORE DtM 
•  

25th day of February,.A.D. a 

/ 

Notary Public in and for Harris 
County,'Texas. 


