Feam U" (.1

-‘(‘ﬂ

(K. 42

= Memoranaum -

TO

. Ll
L. o4& Ay “o T
+ ..:_4..}‘!{'_.4/_ "',"".,.-:‘ g

-~

2)

am-St
Je9

A

Brarru

o Ing mRe 4o )
et o LNoput

" +UNJTED STATES G

FROM

SUBJECT:

Q.- lere

,%

meRy /.)//@/(,9

it

. &

IMENT

QE» PAngﬁayfaFJ
.
55 |3
pate: December |L,

J. Edgar Hoover
Director )
- Federal Bureau of Investi

Richard G. Kleindienst
Deputy Attorney General

,’,.u‘.

e

ion )féél_sh
3 My

& /;“ﬂ/”_j_u ’

Request under the Freedom of Information Act for Rlﬁ?g

lines

. opad A
.4
T ot Dol
..'\'an e

qﬁ“l‘(:.gnni; 5 ‘
Mr. DelAuch

{ﬂxmt:::r‘
{r. Soyars ... —
Tele. Room ..o

Aindy

Possibly Contained in the Files of the Federal Burqau._..___—

of Investigation.
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The emclosed-fite relates to a request by Mr. Paul L.

Hoch under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552,

for access to records possibly contained in the files of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Specifically, Mr. Hoch

seeks to obtain copies of the first page of each of four items
alleged to bein the Bureau's "1A exhibit envelope pertaining
{to Lee Harvey Oswald," This Office would appreciate your
assIstance 1In the handling of the request.

The initial question of course is whether there are
items fitting Mr. Hoch's description. He assumes that such
ftems do exist for the reason that there is a handbill headed
"Hands off Cuba" bearing the notation '"1A5", which he claims
refers to the fifth item in the "1A" envelope. He reasons that
if there is an item "1AS", there must also be items "1Al"
through "1A4". We understand that this may or may not be the
case,

-t

Assuming that the requested records exist, a determin- f-
ation must be made as to whether they shall be made available
The Freedom of Information Act requires the disclosure of
official records not falling within the Act's exemptions.

Where a record is covered by one of the exemptions, the agency
is exempted from the Act's.disclosure requirement and it may
lawfully refuse to make the’record available., In such a case,
however, the agency remains free to disclose the document- in

9; the exercise of its discretion. Nothing in the Act requires

! lthat a record falling within an exemption be withheld. J-Z “
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Since a denial of a request for official records creates
the possibility of a law suit against the agency which may
result in a judicial interpretation adversely affecting the
Government as a whole, we believe that requests for arguably
exempt records should be granted unless there is a compelling
reason for non-disclosure. Accordingly, we shall make the
records available (assuming they exist) if you find no com-
pelling considerations dictating that the records be withheld.
Should this be your conclusion, please furnish us with the
copies sought by Mr. Hoch in order that they may be transmitted
to him., If, on the other hand, you find that disclosure would
be contrary to the public interest, we will deny the request
as involving items contained in "investigatory files compiled
for law enforcement purposes" which are exempted from the Act's
compulsory disclosure requirements by 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) (7).




