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Dear Ron,

From your last letter I feel I mist begin with two protestations: this letter requires
no answer unless something in it interests you or anyone in whém you have interesty and there

1= intended to be nothdng in 1t that could by uny stretch of a facile inagination be conatrued

as critditam of you, no matter haw cubtle or indirect. I have dealt with at least a dogen
agents. Among them you oecoupy o urdque posltion. While one was a rather nice person he was
also lazy and poor iu business, thus I got beat out of more than §30,000. Aside frem him,
you arc the gne who hais been nics. You are ths oaly one who has been thoughtful snd considere
ate, whos: has extended me tic courtesies thai you have, Clear enough? I do mean ite

At the time tho car and the courthouse were blown up in the Rap Brown case I saw a
book In which you had no intersst. I did keep files, hoping the situntion would chenge,
and I have had a chanca to consult with sone conpetent police, Theyshare my view that

Bear in mind that those police are not friendly to Brown or anything he representg or they
tiink he representa, ¢ But they are honest, At that tine I told you I thought I could bl

. break the case rathor gpectacularly and without great affort, Hy own comitment to the
special futility I live pruvents my spending a great amounty of Glme on any side issue,

B9 makier how mich interest I may have in it. = .

Time has passed 'and.wit}; 1t soms of the things I then planned will be morc-'&iffioult,
for with the best of intentiona people forget and with the worst of intentions they are
reached by St. Edgar the Indispbnaible and his boyonee

Howsver, fthere is a powiential benefit to what L have in ndnd in the cepture of a man
said to e Brown., Thds means thet at some point there will be a defendent in court and thas,
in furn, means things 6 mo beceuse of ny opecial Jdnd of writing and investigating end
what 1% has taught me cen be done by the activist writer who has escaped the captivity of
the Yaught limitations and the norms tust often becouws stercotyped practises. I know that
at on= {ime you represented Brovm, If what I have in mind is possible, I would want to be
no more than eco-author and I wight consider having no vounection with the writing, just
malcing what I have in mind possdble, if it can b2, and then turnin everything over to
someone you trust and represent. ;

The pther has 4o do with the Kinz meas, which it now is. Gerold Frank's book, which

}_Nsa 2Very proulse of litorary dissster, represents an initial investmont for Doubleday
only

) part of which 4s & $100,000 advance, Even Hule, who gave Frank his own material, in

IV presence and publicly forecast the blesksst prospect for Frank, who is hung up on the

officlal fiction which has been spoon-fed him, Like Bishop's anti-black bomb (thet suddenly,

after fedilure in the literary market-place is in prominent syndication in the lmerger pepers),

It may be and T thinic will be 2 book very bed for all black interests (if I or any other
vhite can se- them as block eyes do or might), It 4s my information that it will be offered
by three book clubs, D's, Book Find and Pleyboy. This seems like an exceptional attention
Tor a book that can't be betier than = very bad one and must have as one of its by~products
the message that if black lesders are kllled, #hé wholec vhite Esgeblishment will rall Jo
the defensg of the killers, In any wvent, Frank told me he had been given tne King mutopsy
fdcharea. nless the family did thig,and I have no remson to beliove they ever had thenm

I know the:prosecution does) and he uses them in any way they will cause much pain and
other hurt and in sone ways, inevitably, w1l be an indictment of rmany, including those
vho at least in the past you representeds But with vhat pretty clearly is much afean behind
this book, I think it will actually be an encouragement to more assassinations. t is the
first to get any real promotion, I suspect 1t will be advertised hard and that a’'movie may
be in the works, or at lcast sogzhts The book would seem to luve little prospect or returzing
Yhe investment already ;ade, I can only wonder at such pocr business by those who lmow i,
In any ev:nt, no enswer needed unles any of this interezts youe Lest regards, Harold Welsherg
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