
C
h

am
bers' H

om
osexu

ality T
old 

2 
B

y W
illiam

 C
hapm

an 
W

ashington P
o
s
t S

ta
ff W

rite
r 

W
h
ittak

er C
h
am

b
ers, th

e 
o
n
etim

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist ag

en
t 

w
h
o
se testim

o
n
y
 sen

t A
lg

er 
H

iss to jail in 1950, voluntarily 
ad

m
itted

 to
 th

e F
B

I th
at h

e 
had been a hom

osexual. 
C

h
am

b
ers to

ld
 h

is sto
ry

 in
 

d
etail to

 fed
eral 	

ag
en

ts in
 

F
eb

ru
ary

, 1
9
4
9
, b

ecau
se h

e 
feared

 H
iss' d

efen
se law

y
ers 

w
ould uncover his hom

osexual 
activity and use it to discredit 
him

 w
hen he testified against 

H
iss in

 a
 p

e
rju

ry
 tria

l th
a
t 

y
ear. 
"I tell it now

 only because, 
in this case, I stand for truth," 
C

h
a
m

b
e
rs

 w
ro

te
 in

 a
 

statem
en

t th
at h

e h
an

d
ed

 to
 

F
B

I ag
en

ts in
 a sealed

 en
-

v
e
lo

p
e
. "H

a
v
in

g
 te

stifie
d
 

m
ercilessly

 ag
ain

st o
th

ers, it 
h
as b

eco
m

e m
y
 fu

n
ctio

n
 to

 
testify

 m
ercilessly

 ag
ain

st 
m

y
self." 

H
is secret w

as kept 27 y
ears 

u
n
til it su

rfaced
 th

is w
eek

 
am

ong papers m
ade public as 

a resu
lt o

f a su
it u

n
d
er th

e 
F

reedom
 of Inform

ation A
ct. 

It is am
o
n
g
 a sm

all b
atch

 o
f 

d
o
c
u
m

e
n
ts th

e
 F

B
I h

a
d
 

m
a
in

ta
in

e
d
 w

e
re

 e
x
e
m

p
t 

u
n
d
e
r th

e
 a

c
t a

n
d
 d

id
 n

o
t 

h
a
v
e
 to

 b
e
 m

a
d
e
 p

u
b
lic

. 
D

e
p
u
ty

 A
tto

rn
e
y
 G

e
n
e
ra

l 
H

a
ro

ld
 R

. T
y
le

r ru
le

d
 th

e
 

p
ap

ers w
ere relev

an
t to

 th
e 

H
iss case an

d
 o

rd
ered

 th
em

 
released

. 
C

h
am

b
ers, w

h
o
 d

ied
 in

 
1961, w

as a C
om

m
unist spy in 

th
e 	

1930s, 	
fu

n
n
elin

g
 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts 	
sto

len
 	

in 
W

ashington to a S
oviet agent 

in N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity. In 1948, he 
identified H

iss, a form
er S

tate 
D

ep
artm

en
t o

fficial, as o
n
e 

source of the docum
ents. 

H
iss w

a
s c

o
n
v
ic

te
d
 o

f 
p
erju

ry
 fo

r say
in

g
 h

e n
ev

er 
k
n
ew

 C
h
am

b
ers an

d
 n

ev
er 

p
assed

 d
o
cu

m
en

ts to
 h

im
. Ile 

has m
aintained his innocence. 

• C
ham

bers, w
ho w

as to be 
the governm

ent's key w
itness 

ag
ain

st H
iss, w

as b
ein

g
 in

-
terview

ed alm
ost daily in N

ew
 

Y
o
rk

 b
y
 F

B
I a

g
e
n
ts

 in
 

F
e
b
ru

a
ry

, 1
9
4
9
, w

h
e
n
 h

e
 

decided to unfold the story of 
h
is h

o
m

o
sex

u
al en

co
u
n
ters, 

w
hich ceased, he said, in 1938 

w
h
e
n
 h

e
 b

ro
k
e
 w

ith
 th

e
 

C
om

m
unist P

arty. 
A

fter one lengthy interview
 

o
n
 F

eb
. 

15, 1949, C
ham

bers 
h
an

d
ed

 ag
en

ts an
 en

v
elo

p
e 

c
o
n
ta

in
in

g
 a

 d
ra

m
a
tic

a
lly

 
w

o
rd

e
d
 a

d
m

issio
n
 o

f h
is 

h
o
m

o
sex

u
al life, w

h
ich

 ev
en

 
his w

ife knew
 nothing about. 

"T
he H

iss forces, of course. 
w

ill seek
 to

 p
ro

v
e th

at m
y
 

w
eak

n
ess en

tered
 in

to
 m

y
 

relations w
ith A

lger H
iss and 

p
o
ssib

ly
 o

th
ers," C

h
am

b
ers 

w
ro

te. "T
h
is is co

m
p
letely

  

u
n
tru

e. A
t n

o
 tim

e d
id

 I h
av

e 
su

c
h
 re

la
tio

n
s, o

r e
v
e
r th

e
 

thought of such relations, w
ith 

H
iss o

r w
ith

 an
y
b
o
d
y
 else in

 
th

e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist P

a
rty

 o
r 

co
n
n
ected

 w
ith

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist 

w
o
rk

 'o
f an

y
 k

in
d
. I k

ep
t m

y
 

secret as jealo
u
sly

 fro
m

 m
y
 

associates in the C
. P

. as I did 
from

 everyone else." 
C

h
am

b
ers' h

o
m

o
sex

u
ality

 
never surfaced in the trial, but 
b
o
th

 h
e an

d
 th

e F
B

I h
eard

 
rep

o
rts th

at th
e H

iss d
efen

se 
hoped to use it to im

peach his 
te

stim
o
n
y
 in

 th
e
 tria

l, th
e
 

papers show
. 

T
h
e d

efen
se attem

p
ted

 to
 

d
is

c
re

d
it h

im
 o

n
 o

th
e
r 

grounds , including his lies to a 
co

n
g
ressio

n
al co

m
m

ittee, h
is 

long career as a secret S
oviet 

ag
en

t, an
d
 an

 ex
tram

arital 
affair w

ith a w
om

an. 
T

he F
B

I also had picked up 
rep

o
rts th

ro
u
g
h
 an

 in
fo

rm
an

t 
th

at th
e H

iss d
efen

se m
ig

h
t 

attem
p
t to

 sh
o
w

 th
at C

h
am

-
b
ers h

ad
 h

ad
 a h

o
m

o
sex

u
al 

relationship w
ith H

iss' stepson 
a
n
d
 th

a
t th

ro
u
g
h
 th

is
 

relatio
n
sh

ip
 h

ad
 g

ain
ed

 ac-
cess to

 a ty
p
ew

riter u
sed

 to
 

co
p
y
 6

4
 sto

len
 S

tate D
ep

art-
m

en
t d

o
cu

m
en

ts. 
T

h
e W

o
o
d
sto

ck
 ty

p
ew

riter 
had been in H

iss' G
eorgetow

n 
hom

e during the 1930s. A
t the 

trial, it w
as sh

o
w

n
 to

 b
e th

e  

o
n
e o

n
 w

h
ich

 th
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts 
w

ere typed and becam
e one of 

th
e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t's m

a
jo

r 
p
ieces o

f ev
id

en
ce ag

ain
st 

H
iss. 

. O
n
e
 a

u
th

o
rity

 o
n
 th

e
 H

iss-
C

h
a
m

b
e
rs c

a
se

 b
e
lie

v
e
s 

release of the F
B

I papers w
ill 

establish C
ham

bers as a m
ore 

credible w
itness in the eyes of 

historians. 
A

llen
 W

ein
stein

, a S
m

ith 
C

o
lle

g
e
 p

ro
fe

sso
r w

h
o
 is 

com
pleting a book on the case, 

sa
id

: "
If C

h
a
m

b
e
rs w

a
s 

w
illing to acknow

ledge to the 
F

B
I th

o
se p

ain
fu

l m
em

o
ries, 

d
o
es it n

o
t ad

d
 to

 h
is o

v
erall 

cred
ib

ility
 as a w

itn
ess? I 

think that it does." 

C
ham

bers, in his statem
ent 

to
 th

e F
B

I, said that his first 
p
h
y
sical h

o
m

o
sex

u
al affair 

w
as in

 1
9
3
3
 o

r 1
9
3
4
 w

ith
 a 

y
o
u
n
g
 m

an
 h

e m
et in

 N
ew

 
Y

ork. 

"F
o
r th

ree o
r fo

u
r y

ears, I 
fo

u
g
h
t a

 w
a
v
e
rin

g
 b

a
ttle

 
ag

ain
st th

is afflictio
n
," h

e 
w

ro
te. "T

en
 y

ears o
r m

o
re 

ag
o
, w

ith
 G

o
d
's h

elp
, I ab

-
so

lu
tely

 co
n
q
u
ered

 it. T
h
is 

d
o
e
s n

o
t m

e
a
n
 th

a
t I a

m
 

co
m

p
letely

 im
m

u
n
e to

 su
ch

 
stim

uli. It does m
ean that m

y 
self-co

n
tro

l is co
m

p
lete an

d
 

th
at fo

r y
ears I h

av
e liv

ed
 a 

blam
eless and devoted life as 

husband and father." 

W
H

 1.1T
A

K
E

R
 C

H
A

M
B

E
R

S 
...rev

ealed
 p

ast to
 F

B
I 

C
h
am

b
ers, in

 su
b
seq

u
en

t 
interview

s sum
m

arized by the 
F

B
I, said he never had had an 

e
n
d
u
rin

g
 h

o
m

o
s
e
x
u
a
l 

relatio
n
sh

ip
 b

u
t h

ad
 en

g
ag

ed
 

in
 "n

u
m

ero
u
s h

o
m

o
sex

u
al 

activ
ities" in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 an
d
 

W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
. "I g

e
n
e
ra

lly
 

w
ent to parks or other parts of 

tow
n w

here these people w
ere 

likely to be found," he said. 
C

ham
bers said that either in 

pretrial depositions or in open 
co

u
rt "in

 all p
ro

b
ab

ility
 th

is 
subject m

atter w
ill be brought 

to
 lig

h
t. I c

o
n
te

m
p
la

te
, 

th
e
re

fo
re

, te
llin

g
 m

y
 a

t-
to

rn
ey

s o
f th

is situ
atio

n
 an

d
, 

a
lth

o
u
g
h
 it w

ill b
e
 a

n
 u

n
- 

p
leasan

t 	
task

, it w
ill b

e 
n
ecessary

 to
 in

fo
rm

 m
y
 w

ife 
of this." 


