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Alger Hiss announced yester-
dav that he was suing the Fed-
eral Government to ebtain doc-
unienls and film that he be-
lieves will discredit the “pump-
kin papers” as forgeries and
clear him of his 25-year-old
perjury conviction,

At a news conference held to ¢
announce the filing of the suit |
in Federal Court heve, the tall, ¥
spare, 70-year-old former State »
Department official said that ¥ ;
material recently obtained by | -
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students of the IHiss case from £ i 4
the Federal Bureau of Investi- 7. 3 L i
gation suggested new doubts - -,i';_. |

. about the Government's case
against him.

A document described as an
F.B.I. memo, disclosed at the
news conference, suggested
that the key typewriter intro-
duced in evidence at the trial -
might not have been the one ;
that had been in the Hiss home, .5
the typewriter that the Govern-.
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| ment alleged had been used by¥  joar y1iss, left, and William A. Reuben, a historian, during news confercuce yesterday
Jirs. Hiss to transeribe SeCrt g4 offices of the National Emergeney Civl Liberties Foundation, 50 East 42d Street,

Smiling at the reporters,
mnost of whom were young, Mr.]
His said that many of them
provably had no memories of

stored the “pumpkin papers”|of the cold war, and who is/former President Richard M.
an his farm. also suing for papers related|Nixon wrote that during his in-
One of the three, William|to the Hiss case, disclosed at|vestigation he had obtained the
iz trial, and that for their|A. Reuben, said that the films|the news conference what heltypewriter as well as “the
beneflit ha would summa.rize being sought wers mow in the said was an F.B.I. memorandum!pumpkin papers.” In later edi-
the case, possession of the United States|written hefore the trial con-[tions, the reference to the t
Denics Glving Papers Attorney for the Sonthern Dis-{cerning the search for the old|was removed, and Mr. Nixon
g p trict of New York., Hsid|Hiss typewriter, originally pur-|said that the error had been

“In 1948, a man named thar thers had long been con-lchased in Philadelphia by Mr.[that of a researcher.
Whittaker Chambers SWOTe| ¢y aversy about Lhc age of the Hiss's father-in-law. But, Mr. Hiss said, in the
that he had been a Communisti fiimg, The memorandum said, “InlWatergate tapes Mr. Nixon was i
spy, and that I, a State Depart-| My Chambers testified that|view of the fact that the sales-/quoled as teliing John W. Dean
ment official, had given hm} he exposed the film in 193§, |man who sold the new Wood-|3d, his counsel, “We got the

Jmation Act.

Government papers in 1933
Mr, Hiss said. "I never gave
him seceet papers. But largely
because a young Congressman
named Nixon said he believe
Chambers, 1 was convicted o
perjury when I denied the
charges and went to jail for
44 months.

“In December of 1948, Cham-
bers dramatically produced five
rolls of microfilm one night
from a hollowed-out pumpkin.
Two of these rolls were photos
of State Department documents
he said I had given him. I have
never seen the ather three rolls,
and lm suing to get them to-
day."

It was these microfilm rolls,
along with documents in the
case, that eame to be known
as “the pumpkin papers.”

Controversy Over Film

In addition, Mr. Hiss is also
suing for a number of do-
cuments, all under the newly
ammended Freedom of Infor-

Three political scientists, long
active in research on the Hiss
case, have filed additional suits
for some of the 53,000 pages
of documents in the case, and

et at one point hefore the

stacic typewriter to the Funsier-

trial a spokesman for Eastman|Martin partnership [Mr. Hiss's

turered until 10 yecars later.

could have been made earlier.
Stephen W. Salant, a Wash-
ington economist, said at the
news conference that the suit
he was bringing specifically
sought documents bearing on

apparent failure to pursue Ko-

cal analysis that would defin-
tively date the films."

But it was the issue of the
typewriter Lhat dominated the
news conference.

It is the contention of Mr,
Hiss and his associates that
there may have been two type-
writers—the first, the old Hiss
machine that the family
away, and a second machine
used to tvpe the documents,

Fabrication Suggested

when his defense forces found
what

they joined Mr. Hiss at the
confercnce held at the offices's
of the Malonal Emergency Ci+|
vil Liborties Foundatinn at 20°
East 424 Street, The [oundauon,
is repreienting Me. iU

M. .'humhcr. a f-rm e edi-j Univ

tor of Time magazin-‘. allegudly

XKodak said that the film in|father-in-law's firm

quasticn had not been manufac-|on Dec. 3, 1
pear, themfore. that the serial

f| The spokesman theén corrected |number of the typewriter sold

himself, to Fansler-Martin would be less
e e an 177,000,

what he said was “the F.B.L's|duced,

mean that
made until late in 1929, two
years after it was ostensibly
purch:

Mr, Hiss sugpested that thelhave been a fake,”
two were switched to fabricate|said yesterday. “By introducing
the case arainst him, aad that|it, we vouched for it.”

resigned
1227, it would ap-

In fact, the typewriter intro-

duced at the trial, one that
expert witnesses testified had
been used to write the do-
cuments Mr. Chambers pro-

had the serial number
230,099, This, according to re-

’ _|cords obtained by the F.B.L
SrTalar to paforn & shemd from ‘the manufacturer, would

it had not been

Defense Found Typewriter
During the trial, it was Mr.

Hiss's defense that ultimately
avelfound the typewriter. It had
been given away several times
after the Hisses presented itjry.
to a servant.

“We did not consider it could
Mr. Hiss

He said that in recent years

they thought was thelthere had besn some evidence
oripinal machine, they aclually{that Federal agents had found
found  the second typewriter,the typewriter betore the de-

which had been left for them|fense had, borcower it for three

tn Fimed.

old

w of Massachuseits

| whose

specialty is the Griginsedition of

days and returned what Mr.
Dr, Peter IT Irons, a 34.year-|iss now believes Lo be another|
afitical scientist at  the|machine.

Mr, Hiss said that in the first
“My 8ix Crises,”

typewriter; we got the pump-
kin papers.” Mv. Hiss indicated
that coupled with the FB.L
document, such comments sug-

aested that “the ty] writer was
left for us to find.
Mr. Hiss's lawyer, Randyl

Walster, said that legal striategy
was still emerging, In answer to
a question, she saild that she
could not preclude tha taking
of depositions from Mr. Nixon,
who first came to national at-
tention as the member of the|
House Committee on Un-Ameri-!
can Activities who developed;
the Hisg case,

Action 1s Explained

Mr, Hiss, who wos twice,
denied appeal from his convie-
tion by the courts, said that
he was bringing his action now'
because he had standing to
do so under the amendments
to the Freedom of Infoermation
Act that became law in Janua-

® s '
“The old act,” he said, “was
limited to scheolars, and not
somzon whom Il have to cha-
racterize as a disgruntled liti
gant, "

Mr, Hiss, disbarred as a law-
yer and mnow working as a
printing salesman, sald that it
was his understanding of the
low that to obtain o review
of hig cace, tnvdication or maler-
ial fraud would have to be
produced. He left little doubt
thag this was what was being;

sought,



