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Holes in His Hiss Story

RohertNovaksattackonmywewsofAlgerI—hss era.” [ know of no one who has seriously researched the
[op-ed, Nov. 21] reminds me of Noel Coward's descrip- . era who d:sagrees with the latter statement—or who

tion of one of his agrees ' with the
lesser characters: former. 3
“He always speaks Novak introduc-
his mind and es me by saying [
thereby considera- ‘am a ‘“liberal"—a

_bly limits the

scnpeofl.hecun-'

term now used as

versation.”

'Thus the Novak ignorant of Ameri-
column quoted me can history. He is,
with peculiar se- I ‘might add, also
lectivity and out of apparently - igno-
context to [limit rant of ‘my pub-
the scope of what lished . views . on
I said about Hiss, 20th-century U.S.
My . opinions can foreign policy if he
be checked in the characterizes
Nov. 16 Baltimore those views  as

Sun, where Novak
obtained the quo-

“liberal.” »
His column

tations he mis- proves the point |
used. made that he dis-
Ta cite one ex- liked: The argu-
ample, Novak crit- ment over Hiss's
icizes me for say-_ guilt will go on as
_ing that “It was long as the argu-

the Hiss trial . . . that triggered the McCarthy era.”
ﬂmuseofanelhpmsrmmdsmeofhowsome peaple
distorted documents in'the early 1950s. My actual,
“'quoted words were that “It was the Hiss trial,
among other [events] that tri

triggered the McCa.rthy

ment over the Cold War’s origins, unless new, better .
evidence (especially from Soviet arduvu) emis the

—Walter LaFeber




