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A

ker H
iss Is R

ecalled as a M
an of C

ivility and Sophistication 
B

y J A
N

N
Y

 S
C

O
T

T
 

: H
u

n
d

red
s o

f frien
d

s an
d

 ad
m

irers 
O

f A
lger H

iss gathered yesterday in a 
ch

u
rch

 in
 lo

w
er M

an
h
attan

, to
 re-

m
e
m

b
e
r h

im
 n

o
t a

s a
 c

a
u
se

 o
r a

 
S

y
m

b
o

l b
u

t as a m
an

 o
f g

en
ero

sity
 

and w
isdom

 w
ho loved poetry, books, 

w
in

e
 a

n
d

, a
b

o
v

e
 a

ll, h
is m

a
n

y
 

frien
d
s. 

T
h
ey

 cam
e fro

m
 th

e seem
in

g
ly

 
co

n
trad

icto
ry

 ch
ap

ters o
f h

is life: 
the 1930's, w

hen he w
as a young N

ew
 

D
ealer; th

e m
id

-1
9
4
0
's, w

h
en

 h
e w

as 
a
 risin

g
 sta

r in
 th

e
 fo

re
ig

n
 p

o
lic

y
 

estab
lish

m
en

t an
d
 a fo

u
n
d
er o

f th
e 

U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s, an

d
 th

e late 1
9
4
0
's, 

w
hen he w

as accused of having been 
a C

o
m

m
u
n
ist sp

y
. 

O
th

ers h
ad

 m
et h

im
 later, after h

e 
h
ad

 sp
en

t 4
4
 m

o
n
th

s in
 p

riso
n
 fo

r 
p

erju
ry

 an
d

 b
een

 d
isb

arred
, an

d
 w

as 
sellin

g
 statio

n
ery

 fo
r a liv

in
g
. A

 few
 

h
a
d

 w
o

rk
e
d

 o
n

 h
is le

g
a
l a

p
p

e
a
ls. 

S
o

m
e h

ad
 m

et h
im

 in
 h

is o
ld

 ag
e, S

py or victim
ized 

h
ero, h

e is eu
logized 

n
ow

 as a frien
d. 

w
h

en
 th

ey
 cam

e to
 read

 to
 h

im
, h

is 
h
ealth

 an
d
 ey

esig
h
t failin

g
. 

"E
ach

 o
f u

s carries w
ith

 h
im

 o
r 

her a set of beliefs about A
lger," said 

H
arvey S

pear, a law
yer w

ho w
as one 

o
f h

alf a d
o

zen
 p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 sp

o
k

e 
d
u
rin

g
 th

e 9
0
-m

in
u
te m

em
o
rial serv

-
ice at S

t. G
eo

rg
e's E

p
isco

p
al C

h
u

rch
 

o
n

 S
tu

y
v

esan
t S

q
u

are. "E
v

ery
o

n
e 

k
n
ew

 h
is n

am
e. U

n
fo

rtu
n
ately

, to
o
 

few
 k

n
ew

 h
is q

u
alities." 

M
r. H

iss, w
h
o
se case b

ecam
e a 

flash
p
o
in

t fo
r d

eb
ate d

u
rin

g
 th

e co
ld

 
w

ar an
d

 b
ro

u
g

h
t R

ich
ard

 M
. N

ix
o

n
 

to
 n

atio
n
al atten

tio
n
, d

ied
 in

 N
ew

 

am
. 

Y
ork C

ity on N
ov. 15. H

e had spent 
nearly 50 years insisting that he w

as 
in

n
o
cen

t. F
o
llo

w
ers o

f th
e case re-

m
ain

 d
eep

ly
 d

iv
id

ed
 o

v
er th

e q
u

es-
tion of his guilt. 

"O
ne of the consequences w

as that 
fo

r m
o

st p
eo

p
le in

 th
e w

o
rld

, A
lg

er 
ceased

 to
 ex

ist as an
 in

d
iv

id
u
al," 

said
 I.eo

n
 B

o
tstein

, th
e p

resid
en

t o
f 

B
ard C

ollege, w
ho first cam

e to know
 

M
r. H

iss during the 1960's. Instead of 
an individual, M

r. B
otstein said, M

r. 
H

iss b
ecam

e a sy
m

b
o

l o
r a cau

se. 
T

h
o
u
g
h
 m

o
st sp

eak
ers ad

d
ressed

 
th

em
selv

es to
 w

h
at th

ey
 d

escrib
ed

 
as M

r. H
iss's v

irtu
es as a m

an
 an

d
 a 

frien
d
, a few

 allu
d
ed

 to
 th

e case, 
som

e to suggest that vindication w
as 

in
ev

itab
le, o

th
ers to

 reg
ret th

at it 
h
ad

 n
o
t co

m
e b

efo
re M

r. H
iss h

ad
 

died. 
"T

h
is is p

articu
larly

 d
ifficu

lt, b
e-

cau
se fo

r an
 im

p
o
rtan

t p
art o

f A
l-

g
e
r's life

 th
e
re

 Is n
o

 sa
tisfa

c
to

ry
 

closure, since w
hat he had hoped for 

in
 h

is lifetim
e w

as v
in

d
icatio

n
 fro

m
 

h
is o

w
n
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t," sa

id
 Jo

h
n
 

L
o

w
en

th
al, a retired

 law
 p

ro
fesso

r 
w

ho said he had know
n M

r. H
iss for 

67 years. 
M

r. L
ow

enthal, w
ho m

ade a docu-
m

en
tary

 film
 in

 1
9

8
0

 ab
o

u
t th

e H
iss 

case, su
g
g
ested

 th
at M

r. H
iss's su

p
-

p
o

rters w
o

u
ld

 co
n

tin
u

e to
 w

o
rk

 "to
 

rep
air th

e reco
rd

 an
d
 h

is p
u
b
lic rep

-
u

tatio
n

." 

H
e ad

d
ed

: "A
m

o
n
g
 h

is frien
d
s, h

e 
d
o
es n

o
t n

eed
 an

y
 m

o
re." 

S
p
eak

ers recalled
 M

r. H
iss as a 

m
an of dignity and culture, a lover of 

S
h

ak
esp

eare w
h

o
 w

as fascin
ated

 b
y

 
h
isto

ry
, w

h
o
 o

n
ce ask

ed
 to

 b
e read

 a 
b
o
o
k
 o

n
 th

e m
ilitary

 tactics o
f A

lex
-

an
d

er th
e G

reat an
d

 rejected
 ''T

h
e 

A
rab

ian
 N

ig
h
ts" in

 fav
o
r o

f "T
h
e 

D
eclin

e an
d
 F

all o
f th

e R
o
m

an
 E

m
-

p
ire." 
M

r. L
o

w
en

th
al said

 M
r. H

iss h
ad

 
in

tro
d
u
ced

 h
im

 to
 p

o
etry

 an
d
 th

at 
th

ey
 h

ad
 g

o
n
e o

n
 to

 read
 to

g
eth

er all 
o
f S

h
ak

esp
eare's so

n
n
ets, th

en
 th

e 
en

tire N
o
rto

n
 A

n
th

o
lo

g
y
 o

f E
n
g
lish

 
L

iteratu
re, w

ith
 d

eto
u
rs to

 th
e en

cy
-

clo
p

ed
ia an

d
 to

 a h
isto

rical n
o

v
el 

ab
o
u
t ch

iv
alry

, an
d
 fin

ally
 B

o
sw

ell's 
"L

ife o
f S

am
u
el Jo

h
n
so

n
." 

O
th

e
rs d

e
sc

rib
e
d

 M
r. H

iss a
s 

stran
g

ely
 w

ith
o

u
t b

ittern
ess, a p

er-
so

n
 w

h
o

, as M
r. B

o
tstein

 p
u

t it, re-
tain

ed
 "an

 ab
id

in
g
 faith

 in
 civ

ility
, 

ratio
n

al arg
u

m
en

t an
d

 resp
ect fo

r 
law

." S
ev

eral in
v
o
k
ed

 M
r. H

iss's b
e-

lief, stated
 in

 h
is m

em
o
ir, th

at th
e 

w
ay

 o
n

e trav
els th

ro
u

g
h

 life m
atters 

m
o

re th
an

 w
h

at o
n

e ach
iev

es. 
"A

s w
e all k

n
o
w

, A
lg

er ex
p
en

d
ed

 
alm

o
st 5

0
 y

ears o
f h

is ex
trao

rd
in

ary
 

talents selling stationery and seeking 
v

in
d

icatio
n

," M
r. L

o
w

en
th

al said
. 

"B
u

t let's n
o

t b
em

o
an

 it. It left m
o

re 
tim

e fo
r u

s to
 b

e h
is frien

d
s." 


