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A Cold War Case Closed

In August of this year, %:ﬁﬁ
to Dmitry A. Volkogonov, chairman
the Russian Federation's Commission for
the Accession of KGB and Central Com-

“raises more questions than it answers.”

maoagaﬁuﬁ?ﬁdﬂuﬁﬁ

legedly committed by Hiss in the 1930s,
spied for the Soviet Union in the 1930s, the general said he was “unable to obtain
Volkogonov agreed to undertake the  documents on him as there are none.
search personally, and he also enlisted is not surprising to anyone who

Because Hiss is 88 years old and unable  dexed. The Russians have released those
to travel to Moscow, he needed someone  old spy files to competent scholars and
to act in his stead. As director of the journalists, who have published their con-
Nation Institute’s Cold War Archives Pro-  tents. If Volkogonov or Primakov or the
ject, producer-director of a documentary  many archivists who took part in the search
film about the case ("The Trials of Alger for Hiss'files had any reason to believe there
Hiss") and a longtime friend of Hiss,  was  were any that had been destroyed or re-
that person. moved, they had and have no reason not to

On Oct. 15, Volkogonov presented me  say so. There are no Hiss files, however,
with his official report: Not a single docu-  because Hiss was not a spy. (Neither,
never a spy for the Soviet Union. I filmed Just because US. intelligence would
Volkogonov in his office, where he read  probably have created a file on a Soviet
from his findings, handed n counterpart of the Hiss case in 1948, it does
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, Nov. 4]. a
the Washington Times [Nov. 2| that the pole. They would have sedulously avoided
jurors in the case count more than Volko- - writing or saying anything at all about it to
gonov and called on the general “to make  anybody. The case was essentially of no
public all the files on Hiss." interest to the Soviets, but as a political hot
The Los Angeles Times wrote a cau-  potato in the United States, it spelled trou-
tionary editorial headed “Suspicion Still ble for any Soviet agent or bureaucrat who
Remains.” On the New York Times oped might comment or write about it in the
page Oct. 31, Whittaker Chambers's biog-  dread days of Stalin’s capricious whims.

rapher wrote that Volkogonov’s statement
In fact, Eanﬂmoansnuogw ..

i ‘olkogonov’s
letter apparently refers to a search of KGB
but not military intelligence files, and that
“Yevgeny Primakov has made no comment
on the matter.” In fact, Volkogonov's let-
ter refers to “archives of the intelligence
services of the USSR,” without restriction
to KGB archives. Volkogonov told me

iet intell expressly that he examined the military

intelligence files. He told me on videotape
that his “firm conclusion that Alger Hiss

it was not ever or anywhere recruited as an

agent of the intelligence services of the
Soviet Union” is confirmed by “the opinion
&cﬁwﬂaagﬁs elligence services
of Russia,” Yevgeny Primakov,

The only files I know of concerning the
Hiss case that have not been made avail-

letter for February 1992 and as of this
writing he still has not done so.

The reflex reactions by old Cold War-
riors suggest how difficult it must be for
géi&ﬁgsg in Alger

Hiss's guilt to revisit their basic assump-

tions. For me—and, I daresay, for Alger
EB§§§|<§H§
does not reopen the case, it closes it,

—John Lowenthal

The writer is director of the Nation
%wﬁi& War Archives Project.




