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C
alifornia's 'C
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B
y
 W

arren
 H

in
ck

le 3
d

 

S
A

N
 F

R
A

N
C

IS
C

O
 —

 In
 h

is classic 
stu

d
y
 o

f A
m

erican
 d

em
o
cracy

, "T
h
e 

A
m

e
ric

a
n
 C

o
m

m
o
n
w

e
a
lth

," L
o
rd

 
B

ry
ce d

eclared
 th

e p
o

litical situ
atio

n
 

in
 C

alifo
rn

ia to
 b

e b
o
th

 p
ecu

liar an
d
 

dangerous. 
It has alw

ays been peculiar. W
hether 

it becom
es dangerous depends, as w

ith 
y
o
u
r av

erag
e co

m
m

u
n
icab

le d
isease, 

o
n

 w
h

eth
er it sp

read
s. N

o
w

 o
n

e o
f th

e 
breed is about to escape our sun-kissed 
in

cu
b
ato

r. 
W

h
en

 R
o
n
ald

 R
eag

an
, th

e co
n
serv

-
ativ

e su
p

erstar, h
an

d
s th

e g
o

v
ern

o
r-

sh
ip

 to
 th

e D
em

o
cratic D

au
p
h
in

, E
d
-

m
und G

. B
ro

w
n

 Jr., h
e w

ill stan
d

 in
 

th
e
 w

in
g
s re

a
d
y
 to

 try
 to

 w
re

st th
e
 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 n
o
m

in
atio

n
 fro

m
 th

e fu
m

-
b

lin
g

 h
an

d
s o

f G
erald

 F
o

rd
. 

W
h

ere th
e G

o
v
ern

o
r's ch

an
ces w

ere 
v
irtu

ally
 w

ritten
 o

ff sev
eral m

o
n
th

s 
ag

o
, h

is stren
g

th
 is su

d
d

en
ly

 in
creas-

in
g
; o

u
t in

 th
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 h
ed

g
ero

w
s, 

h
e h

as b
eco

m
e R

o
n
n
ie P

o
p
u
lar. A

t th
e 

least, m
o

st o
f th

e p
aid

 p
o

litical p
u

n
-

d
its n

o
w

 ag
ree th

at th
e fo

rm
er acto

r 
w

ill b
e ab

le to
 p

lay
 th

e sp
o
iler's ro

le 
at th

e 1
9

7
6

 R
ep

u
b

lican
 co

n
v

en
tio

n
—

h
e h

as alread
y
 th

reaten
ed

 to
 g

o
 th

e 
B

u
ll M

o
o
se ro

u
te. 

W
h

a
t is m

o
st p

e
c
u

lia
r a

b
o

u
t th

e
 

R
e
a
g

a
n

 p
h

e
n

o
m

e
n

o
n

 is th
a
t h

is in
-

creasin
g

 n
atio

n
al statu

re ap
p

ears to
 

b
e b

ased
 o

n
 th

e assu
m

p
tio

n
 th

at h
e 

h
as b

een
 th

e su
ccessfu

l co
n
serv

ativ
e 

G
o
v
ern

o
r o

f th
e n

atio
n
's larg

est state 
—

a w
elfare-sto

m
p

er, a b
u

d
g

et-slicer, 
a tax

-eater, a h
ard

-n
o

sed
 co

p
 in

 a h
ip

-
p
ie h

eav
en

, a m
an

 o
f reactio

n
ary

 ac-
tio

n
 as o

p
p
o
sed

 to
 lib

eral h
o
cu

s-p
o
cu

s. 
F

e
w

 p
e
o
p
le

 in
 C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 w
o
u
ld

 
reco

g
n
ize su

ch
 a p

o
litical p

ro
file o

f 
R

o
n

ald
 R

eag
an

, w
h

o
 is so

m
etim

es 
h
ereab

o
u

ts referred
 to

 as ''G
o
v
ern

o
r 

Jelly
b
ean

," b
ecau

se o
f th

e jar o
f jelly

-
b

ean
s h

e k
eep

s n
earb

y
 to

 w
ard

 o
ff th

e 
m

u
n

ch
ies, an

d
 as a m

etap
h

o
r fo

r h
is 

political discipline. 
T

h
e tru

th
 is th

at as a co
n
serv

ativ
e 

M
r. R

eag
an

 h
as b

een
 a frau

d
. 

H
e took o

ffice in
 1

9
6
7
 w

ith
 a m

il-
lio

n
-v

o
te m

an
d
ate. H

e p
ro

m
ised

 to
 

cu
t w

elfare, red
u
ce tax

es, lim
it g

o
v
-

ern
m

en
t sp

en
d
in

g
 an

d
 g

et to
u
g
n
 o

n
  crim

e. "T
h

ere are sim
p

le an
sw

ers," h
e 

said
. 

A
fter eig

h
t y

ears o
f sim

p
le an

sw
ers, 

w
elfare co

sts h
av

e trip
led

, tax
es h

av
e 

m
o
re th

an
 d

o
u
b
led

, an
d
 state sp

en
d
-

in
g
 is u

p
 1

0
9
 p

er cen
t. U

n
d
er th

e G
o
v
-

ern
o
r's law

-an
d
-o

rd
er ad

m
in

istratio
n
, 

crim
e h

as en
jo

y
ed

 a b
u

ll m
ark

et an
d

 
th

e state h
as b

eco
m

e so
m

eth
in

g
 o

f a 
cen

ter fo
r m

ass m
u

rd
ers, cu

lt h
o

m
i-

cides, rioters, kidnappers, m
ad bom

bers 
an

d
 freelan

ce rev
o

lu
tio

n
aries: 

B
y

 alm
o

st an
y

 o
b

jectiv
e stan

d
ard

 
o

f co
n

serv
ativ

e ach
iev

em
en

t, th
e R

ea-
g

an
 g

o
v

ern
o

rsh
ip

 h
as b

een
 a d

isaster. 
H

is in
d

u
strial safety

 d
irecto

r eased
 

u
p

 o
n

 m
in

e in
sp

ecto
rs, an

d
 sev

en
teen

 
m

en died in a tunnel collapse. W
hile he 

p
ro

claim
ed

 th
e san

ctity
 o

f th
e in

d
iv

id
-

u
al, state d

o
cto

rs w
ere in

 th
e fo

refro
n
t 

o
f p

sy
ch

o
su

rg
ery

 ex
p

erim
en

ts o
n

 p
ris-

o
n

ers. C
alifo

rn
ia b

o
asts th

e n
atio

n
's 

larg
est sy

stem
 o

f eq
u
al-o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 
h

ig
h

er ed
u

catio
n

, y
et th

ere are m
o

re 
b

lack
 p

eo
p

le in
 jail th

an
 in

 co
lleg

e. 
C

alifo
rn

ia is th
e rich

est ag
ricu

ltu
ral 

state, y
et farm

 w
o

rk
ers' ch

ild
ren

 are 
still th

reaten
ed

 w
ith

 m
aln

u
tritio

n
. 

A
s G

o
v

ern
o

r, R
eag

an
 h

ad
 co

n
serv

a-
tiv

e slo
g
an

s, b
u
t n

o
 co

n
serv

ativ
e p

ro
-

g
ra

m
s. H

is u
su

a
l re

sp
o
n
se

 to
 th

e
 

com
plex problem

s of governing w
as to 

ta
k

e
 re

fu
g

e
 in

 b
lu

ste
r a

n
d

 th
re

a
ts. 

W
h

ile h
e talk

ed
 n

o
n

sto
p

 ab
o

u
t co

st-
cu

ttin
g

, th
e state b

u
d

g
et, w

h
ich

 w
as 

u
n

d
er $

5
 b

illio
n

 w
h

en
 h

e to
o

k
 o

ffice, 
so

ared
 to

 so
m

e $10 billion in 1974. 

M
o

st o
f th

e h
erald

ed
 co

n
serv

ativ
e 

m
o
v
es fo

r w
h
ich

 M
r. R

eag
an

 h
as b

e-
co

m
e k

n
o
w

n
 n

atio
n
ally

 h
av

e, sim
p
ly

, 
n
ev

er m
aterialized

. H
e b

ack
ed

 o
ff h

is 
co

n
tro

v
ersial p

lan
 to

 slash
 th

e state's 
m

en
tal-h

ealth
 serv

ices, retreatin
g
 w

ith
 

a
 d

e
n
u
n
c
ia

tio
n
 o

f p
sy

c
h
ia

trists a
s 

"h
ead

sh
rin

k
ers." 

H
is v

au
n

ted
 "w

elfare refo
rm

" co
la 

lap
sed

 in
to

 statistical m
u

m
b

o
-ju

m
b

o
, 

w
ith

 critics arg
u
in

g
, so

m
ew

h
at co

n
-

v
in

c
in

g
ly

, th
a
t th

e
 "re

fo
rm

s" w
e
re

 
actu

ally
 co

stin
g

 th
e tax

p
ay

ers an
 ad

d
i-

tio
n

al $
1

0
0

 m
illio

n
 a y

ear. 
T

h
e essen

ce o
f M

r. R
eag

an
's "co

n
-

se
rv

a
tism

" is to
 p

ro
p

o
se

 le
g

a
lly

 o
r 

p
o
litically

 im
p
o
ssib

le so
lu

tio
n
s to

 d
if-

ficu
lt p

ro
b
lem

s, an
d
 th

en
 b

lam
e th

e 
co

u
rts, o

r th
e D

em
o

cratic o
p

p
o

sitio
n

, 
o

r B
ig

 B
ro

th
er in

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 fo
r h

is 
failures. 

H
e has been incapable of translating 

h
is co

n
serv

ativ
e slo

g
an

s in
to

 leg
isla-

tio
n

. In
 eig

h
t y

ears as G
o

v
ern

o
r, h

e 
b
arely

 tried
—

n
o
t ev

en
 w

h
en

 th
e R

e-
p

u
b

lican
s co

n
tro

lled
 b

o
th

 h
o

u
ses o

f 
th

e state leg
islatu

re, as th
ey

 d
id

 in
 

1
9

6
9

 an
d

 1
9

7
0

. H
e seem

ed
 to

 p
refer 

th
e so

litary
 m

u
se o

f sn
ip

p
in

g
 b

u
d
g
et 

ap
p

ro
p

riatio
n

s fo
r sch

o
o

l lu
n

ch
es o

r 
ap

p
o

in
tin

g
 h

is "q
u

alified
" co

n
serv

a-
tiv

es to
 state p

o
sts; h

is to
k

en
 b

lack
 

ap
p
o
in

tee to
 th

e V
eteran

s' A
ffairs D

e-
p
artm

en
t b

eliev
ed

 th
at th

e Jo
h
n
 B

irch
 

S
o
ciety

 w
as an

 im
p
o
rtan

t fo
rce in

 in
-

teg
ratin

g
 O

ran
g

e C
o

u
n

ty
. 

T
h
e G

o
v
ern

o
r's o

n
e serio

u
s attem

p
t 

M
ost of the 

heralded m
oves for 

w
hich R

eagan has 
becom

e know
n have, 

`sim
ply, never 

m
aterialized.' 

to reshape the state governm
ent in his 

conservative im
age w

as P
roposition 1

 
—

a 1973 ballot m
easure to put a ceil-

ing on state spending. It w
as defeated, 

larg
ely

 o
n
 th

e w
eig

h
t o

f M
r. R

eag
an

's 
5
.0

0
7
-w

o
rd

 b
allo

t ex
p
lan

atio
n
 o

f w
h
y
 

it sh
o

u
ld

 p
ass. 

H
is actin

g
 ab

ilities h
av

e m
ad

e 
it 

p
o
ssib

le fo
r th

e G
o
v
ern

o
r to

 p
lay

 th
e 

ro
le

 o
f th

e
 c

o
n
se

rv
a
tiv

e
 p

o
litic

ia
n
 

w
ith

o
u
t h

av
in

g
 to

 d
eal w

ith
 th

e d
iffi-

cu
lt realities o

f d
eliv

erin
g
 th

e co
n
-

serv
ativ

e g
o
o
d
s. H

e d
id

 n
o
t learn

 th
e 

art o
f g

o
v

ern
in

g
, b

u
t h

e m
astered

 th
e 

art of conning the press. 
F

or that, he spared no expense—
the 

budget for the G
overnor's office under 

M
r. R

eag
an

 w
as d

o
u

b
le th

at o
f th

e 
fo

rm
er G

o
v
ern

o
r, P

at B
ro

w
n
. A

 su
b
-

sta
n
tia

l p
a
rt o

f th
e
 in

c
re

a
se

 fe
d
 a

 
super-sm

ooth public-relations m
achine. 

M
r. R

eagan has m
aintained his high 

right-w
ing profile by keeping the press 

o
n
 a reg

u
lar d

iet o
f reactio

n
ary

 o
n
e-

lin
ers—

fillip
s o

f th
e "seen

 o
n

e tree, 
seen

 th
em

 all" g
en

re—
su

ch
 as call-

in
g

 fo
r a

 "b
lo

o
d

b
a
th

" sh
o

w
d

o
w

n
 

w
ith

 stu
d

en
t d

em
o

n
strato

rs, o
r lab

el-
in

g
 b

la
c
k
s in

 g
h
e
tto

 rio
ts "

m
a
d
 

d
o

g
s," o

r w
ish

in
g

 b
o

tu
lism

 o
n

 th
e
 

can
n

ed
 fo

o
d

s d
istrib

u
ted

 to
 th

e p
o

o
r 

in the H
earst food giveaw

ay. 
R

onald R
eagan got into politics un-

d
er th

e tu
telag

e o
f th

e late L
o
u
is B

. 
M

ayer and G
eorge M

urphy during the 
g
reat H

o
lly

w
o
o
d
 lab

o
r strife o

f 1945-
1948. M

r. R
eag

an
 w

as th
en

 a lib
eral, 

but he learned to pack a .32 S
m

ith and 
.W

esso
n

 fo
r self-p

ro
tectio

n
 an

d
, as h

is 
actin

g
 career d

eclin
ed

, b
eg

an
 p

lay
in

g
 

th
e p

ro
fessio

n
al co

n
serv

ativ
e. H

e h
as 

gone far. 
In

 th
e 1

9
4

0
's m

o
v

ie "K
in

g
's R

o
w

," 
R

onald R
eagan plays a m

an w
hose legs 

are am
p

u
tated

 at th
e h

ip
 b

y
 a sad

istic 
d
o
c
to

r w
h
o
 w

a
n
ts to

 g
e
t e

v
e
n
 fo

r 
som

e sm
all-tow

n slight. R
eagan opens 

h
is ey

es fro
m

 th
e an

esth
esia, lo

o
k
s 

d
o
w

n
, an

d
 say

s, "W
h
ere's th

e rest o
f 

m
e?" 
T

hat's a good question. 

W
arren

 H
in

ck
le 

3d, 
au

th
o

r o
f 

"If 
Y

ou H
ave a L

em
on, M

ake L
em

onade," 
a 

m
em

o
ir o

f th
e 1

9
6
0
's, 

is form
er 

editor of R
am

parts m
agazine. 
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