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7-n:MING the downshoe of 

.Li the 19641'b, when I was 

editing It:imparts. I found 
the CIA sitseepl Rile to the 
journalistic metaphor of 
Draino rim mimic 	t 
seemed most everywhere 
oast& the kitchen sink of 
intelligenee where it be- 

'we're the years be-
t trr e muckrakitig.  Lecture 
trendy, and for a headi time. 
Ramparts had the field al-
most to Itself in exposing the 

ri4Ps domestic -dirty tricks. 
•That matte fora )otirradistie 
:;shoe plan which gi,inett 
Ramparts .rally *scoups of 
the day but exposed us to oc-
casional overdeses of para-
noia. Of no astt 'woo this 
more true than the enigmat-
ic initter of One Joel David 
Kaplan, a • story which 
**eyed 	bizarre and elu- 
sive that even. Ramparts did 
not dare to go to fret's with 
it 

The story came to the :at-
tention of Bill Turner, then a 
Rimparte Senior editor, in 

" OW. Turner was the head of 
t he magazines "spunk 
desk," an ansIgnittent which 

kr• 	: 1094. •, 
bend hpeciaT Agent ol the 
FBI for ton years before 

.,nettita investigative repot-L-
k the 'spook de /". tried 
to title the geouin,,:! articles 
from those which ought be 
phonies or plants in the flood 
of erankish manuscripts -
,the subject matter of which 
stood their aolhors little 
chance rl pulrih stile, ir. 4.;te 
neve conventional pre s., 
White) each vs e'•6 
114101partti cde • .,1 i• • ,, 
eprItroattway 

A waiter in tin,— - ! 
written 
about st irtlln. ! • 
CM to the pu, di:. 	. 
swans:tit cf 
koser;can It it•,-.”-.4,re 
10-tory of nnwic1r- 

tiny. Who was serving 
year sentence for int-,1••!: .11 
a Mexico City jaii. 

'Ll'e h t l lenrood 
out even the ertizie,rt slotie-
tivelving the CIA. s,1 the 
waiter wa!„ 	 L• 
Turner anti Sol Stern, am 10- 
er 	editor who 
written our expose of the 
CIA's infiltration of AT-IWO 

can student gronps. The 14-.1., • 
ter was at lirat effusive hoi 
then he:can.! 
ally aliusii e, 	 th 
two journalist- ni heitie 
agents tryitiL, to sa t, his L., •.: 
juices, 

But .soineilie lead-. tie. 
screaming Waiter -  had sug-
7,efited.cheeked vet. and dove- 
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tailed With an indepcndent 
investigation Ramparts was 
then mounting into the com-
plicated affairs of Joel Ka• 
plan's uncle, the rencwoeil 
financh..r J. M. lcapt.lo 
capitalistic buccaneer 0. 
old school, a fIeritthene 
lasses baron anti 
it,  I .:rty 	IT t • 
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approached is to ! he coor4,- Ne..et•thp1,-•Joel K..e:Ints 



folk hero, the world's first 
"Ifellifugitive.'' Most press 
accounts called the airbort:e 
escape 'CIA engineered." 

tch.phon--d Turner. Ile! 
has no fury like two 
who have out in five ve.tr. 
on a Idary and s.icidenly find 
toeili:;elves oat in the cold. 
We prevailed on Kaplan's 
sister Judy, and on his attor-
ney, Vasilios Choulos, to let 
us visit him — wherever he 
was. Two weeks after Ka-
p la n '5 dramatic escape, 
wh+tr scores of other report-
ers thundered by fruitlessly 
ii: journalistic nossee. Tar-
::sr .asol f ladk Irtet k710.44 

44.,  
nitie0t1L. 

A Shy Man 

I found him a shy, thin 
man of Napoleon height, giv-
en to downcast glances and 
furtive half smiles. He was 
still 	dressed 	i n 	the 
Mexican-issue 	gaberdine 
trousers and v-necked 
white t-shirt which had'been 
his wardrobe during almost 
ten years in Mexican pri-
sons. A ring of hippie love 
beads hung around his neck. 
He was not the type to give 
out Ilie time of day without 
close cross examination, but 
after ten hours of conversa-
tion and several bottles of 
Jack Daniels he agreed .to 
tell us his atory. 

That made for another 
'imitdiratioat AO .4 1,4 
roun'dts before Kaplan tieSs 
ore 	!at riklaz,51.14-# 74t 
also. run aground on the 
publishing s h aa 1 3. !Parker 
and I found ourselves in the 
checkmated position of 
being the two journalists in 
the country who could tell 
the story of the man who 
had made the most sensa-
tional jailbreak of thecentu-
ry — and we had no maga-
zine to tell it in. We ulti-
mately piggy backed o 

for which we added a third 
writer Eliot Asinof. to our 
team. It took the three of its 
another year of itiesligation 
u separate the wheat of fact 
'runt the chaff of lies andil-
itsions 

Toe publisher titled the 
book -T! e Ten Second Jail-
break," which reflects the 
exciting escape story that is 
told therein. But for all the 
inherent analogies to the 
modern novels of espionage. 
it was Melvin Belli, one of 
Kaplan's attorneys. who I 
think best eapsulized the Ka-
plan saga with r different 

.,„ 	 ,hic 
'Two Flew liver the Cuc-
koo's Nest.' " 


