
sign that the bullet w
as a high-ve-

locity, thin-jacketed projectile —
 

the kind fired by an A
R

-15. 

L
ast year, D

onahue settled a 
suit filed by H

ickey in B
altim

ore 
C

ounty after he recounted his the-
ory on a public television show

 
h
o
sted

 b
y
 th

en
-R

ep
resen

tativ
e 

K
w

eisi M
fum

e. D
onahue declined 

to disclose the details of the settle-
m

ent, 
 

 but he said he adm
ires H

ick-
ey's heroism

. 

"H
e sh

o
w

ed
 a g

reat d
eal o

f 

courage and nerve to stand up dur-
ing an am

bush and try to return 
fire," D

onahue said. 
D

o
n

ah
u

e's th
eo

ry
 h

as b
een

 
brushed off by several K

ennedy 
experts. T

he director of the JF
K

 
A

ssassination C
enter calls his theo-

ry "absolutely ridiculous." T
he 

theory w
as dism

issed by a H
ouse 

Select A
ssassination C

om
m

ittee in 
1979. O

ne of H
ickey's law

yers is the 
director of the A

ssassination A
r-

ch
iv

es an
d

 R
esearch

 C
en

ter, 
w

hich holds one of the largest col- 

• 

-
 	

(Ai 
S

A
T

U
R

D
A

Y
, A

6G
U

S
T

 31, 1996 • 

S
u

it O
ver JF

K
 A

ssassin
ation

 B
ook

 
N

A
TIO

N
 

***** S
an ffranristo qhronicir 

A
9 

B
a

ltim
o

re
 S

u
n

 

B
altim

ore 
G

et ready to rekindle the nev-
er-ending conspiracy theories sur-
rounding the death of P

resident 
John F. K

ennedy. 
T

his tim
e, one of those theories 

w
ill be played out in federal court 

in B
altim

ore, w
here a form

er S
e-

cret Service agent assigned to pro-
tect K

en
n

ed
y

 o
n

 th
e d

ay
 o

f h
is 

death nearly 33 years ago is suing 
for libel. 

A
 little-k

n
o
w

n
 b

o
o
k
 called

 
"M

o
rtal E

rro
r. T

h
e S

h
o
t T

h
at 

K
illed JF

K
" alleges that the agent 

slipped and accidentally pulled the 
trigger of his high-pow

ered A
R

-15 
rifle, striking K

ennedy in the head 
N

ov. 22, 1963. 
It's a theory —

 first advanced 
by a ballistics expert from

 T
ow

son, 
a B

altim
ore suburb —

 that just 
w

on't go aw
ay. 

"W
e're trying to stop this now

 
w

hile H
ickey's still alive," said 

M
ark S

. Z
aid, an attorney for for-

m
er agent G

eorge W
. H

ickey, 73. 
"H

e doesn't w
ant his grandchild-

ren grow
ing up and hearing other 

children say, `H
ey, your grandfa-

th
er k

illed
 th

e p
resid

en
t o

f th
e 

U
nited S

tates.' " 
H

ick
ey

 is seek
in

g
 d

am
ag

es 
from

 S
t. M

artin's P
ress in N

ew
 

Y
ork. H

e also w
ants an apology, 

preferably printed on full-page 
ads in the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es, the 
W

ashington P
ost and the B

alti-
m

ore Sun, his law
yer said. 

B
ut it doesn't look like H

ickey  

w
ill see an apology anytim

e soon. 
"T

h
e case is u

tterly
 w

ith
o

u
t 

m
erit," said D

avid N
. K

aye, chief 
attorney for St. M

artin's. 
H

ickey's suit, filed recently in 
U

.S
. D

istrict C
ourt in B

altim
ore. 

says "M
ortal E

rror" is sim
ply false, 

and other K
ennedy assassination 

experts agree. P
ublished in 1992, • 

the 350-page book recounts the day 
of the assassination and focuses on 
the actions of H

ickey. 
K

ennedy cleared the w
ay for 

H
ickey to be assigned to the presi-

dent's personal protection detail in 
July 1963, four m

onths before the 
m

urder in D
allas. H

ickey w
as 40 at 

the tim
e. 

W
ritten by M

issouri-based jour-
nalist B

oner M
enninger, the book 

alleges that w
hen H

ickey heard 
the first volley in D

allas' D
ealey 

P
laza that day, he pulled out an 

A
R

-1
5
 assau

lt-ty
p
e rifle w

h
ile 

standing in a trailing C
adillac out- 

lections of K
ennedy docum

ents in 
the nation. 

"A
ssassination researchers on 

both sides all agree on one thing," 
said Z

aid, one of H
ickey's law

yers. 
"'M

ortal E
rror' is w

rong." 
S

o far, H
ickey has filed three 

libel suits around the country re-
lating to "M

ortal E
rror," including 

the one in M
aryland. B

ecause the 
book w

as published nearly four 
years ago, H

ickey and his law
yers 

are facin
g
 statu

te o
f lim

itatio
n
 

problem
s. 

fitted for the S
ecret S

ervice. 
T

he first shot by L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald hit the pavem

ent. T
he sec-

ond —
 the so-called "m

agic bullet" 
—

 struck K
ennedy in the neck. A

t 
that point, H

ickey lost his balance 
in

 th
e C

ad
illac, "M

o
rtal E

rro
r" 

says, and he accidentally pulled 
the trigger, hitting the president 
in the head. 

T
he law

suit —
 w

hich does not 
nam

e M
enninger as a defendant -

say
s "M

o
rtal E

rro
r" is "rep

lete 
w

ith false and m
isleading defam

a-
tory statem

ents and innuendoes." 
T

he suit says the book libels H
ick-

ey by accusing him
 of a crim

e -
negligent hom

icide for shooting 
K

ennedy —
 and by alleging that 

the agent has participated in a de-
lib

erate co
v
er-u

p
 fo

r th
ree d

e-
cades. 

T
he law

suit quotes num
erous 

passages from
 the book, calling 

th
em

 lib
elo

u
s an

d
 say

in
g
 th

ey
 



were published with "reckless dis-
regard" of the truth. 

"So Hickey reaches down and 
grabs the AR-15 off the floor, flips 
oft the safety and stands up on the 
seat, preparing to return fire," one 
passage reads. "But his footing is 
precarious. The follow-up car hits 
the brakes or speeds up. Hickey be-
gins to swing the gun around to 
draw a head on Oswald, but he los-
es his balance. He begins to fall. 
And the barrel happens to be 
pointing toward Kennedy's head. 
And the gun happens to go off." 

Hickey, who lives in Abingdon, 
declined through his lawyer to dis-
cuss the case. Menninger did not 
return a call to his home In Kansas 
City, Mo. But Howard Donahue, 
the ballistics expert responsible 
for the theory, said he still stands 
by it. 

Donahue's theory was pub-
lished in 1977, when the Baltimore 
Sun ran a two-part magazine arti-
cle. Hickey was not named in the 
article, but Donahue's theory was 
discussed in detail. To this day, he 
says there is plenty of evidence to 
support it. 

Donahue — who was not 
named as a defendant in the suit -
says the entrance wound in Kenne-
dy's head was slanted from left to 
right, precluding a shot from the 
Texas School Book Depository 
where Oswald took aim. He also 
says the wound was a quarter-inch 
wide, an indication that a large-cal-
iber round like one fired by an AR-
15 hit Kennedy. He says the bullet 
exploded upon impact, another 


