Secret Service Warned About Going Public

Agents Must
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A tell-all book alleging phﬂa.uder-
ing by President John F Kennedy
sparked a sharp reminder to Secret
Service agents pastand present that
protecting the chief executive also
means no tattling.

InaDec. 5 letter to 3,200 current
and|500 former agents, Secret Ser-
vice Director Lewis C. Merletti said
interviews by four former agents on
Kennedy’s detail were, “regardless
of [their] accuracy, very l:rouhlmg
and counterproductive to the mis-
sion of the Secret Service.”

Merletti, who was promoted to
director last summer, continued
with an admonishment that talking
to anyone about “any aspect of the
personal lives of our protectees”
damages the service's professional-
ism and its relationship with those it
guards,

“I ask that we all remember our
commission book oath as ‘being
worthy of trust and confidence.’

; This is a confidence that should

continue forever,” Merletti wrote,

Tony Sherman, one of the agents
quoted in Seymour M. Hersh's
“The Dark Side of Camelot,” was
jresponding with a letter of his own,
demanding an apology.

Merletti “insults me when he
says that, because I tattled on a
president that's been dead for 35
years, | should be ashamed of

Tony Sherman,
one of the former
agenls quoted in

the Kennedy book,
demanded an

apology.

myself," Sherman, a 21-year veteran
of the service, said in a telephone
interview yesterday.

“He implies that our First
Amendment rights are limited, but
there’s no oath and no law, no
‘Official Secrets Act’” Sherman
said.

Secret Service spokesman Jim
Makin said Merletti intended nei-
ther to offend nor to infringe on
agents’ free speech rights. “This
was just a reminder,” Makin said.
“The policy is nothing new.”

Sherman and former agent Larry
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Newman, another source for Hersh,
acknowledged the prudence of a
closed-mouth policy where living
protectees are concerned, but they
suggested the Secret Service for-
malize a confidentiality oath.

In one passage from Hersl;'s-

book, Newman recalled
concerns about Kennedy’s alleged
womanizing: “You were on the most
elite assignment in the Secret Ser-
vice and you were there watching
an elevator or a door because the
president was inside with two hook-
m.l

Chafing yesterday at the Secret
Service's subsequent reprimand,
Newman said, “If they’re so con-
cerned, a confidentiality clause
would be a constructive step rather
than getting on the edge about our
character and integrity.”

None of the former agents was
paid for his information, he added.

Still, Hamilton Brown, an officer
with the Association of Former
Agents of the United States Secret
Service, called the agents' role in
Hersh's book “an embarrassment.”

“The primary job of a Secret
Service agent is to keep both the
president and the office of the presi-
dency alive,” Brown said. “That
certainly includes not trading in
gossip and rumormongering.”

Hersh speculated about the mo-
tivation behind the Secret Service
memo. “Why would the current
head of the detail want to put his
nose in the tent? Is he condoning
coverup? Why would the Clinton
‘White House care what happened
35yearsa,go?‘1\mand2|salways4
and there are certain things that are
obvious,” he said.

White House spokesman Mi
chael McCurry said he had no
reason to believe that Merletti con-
sulted with President Clinton.

“The president expects those as-
signed to protect him to follow
whatever procedures the Secret
Service has,” McCurry said.

Clinton himself was the subject
of former FBI agent Gary Aldrich’s
1996 memoir of working in the
‘White House. FBI employees are
prohibited from going public about
their work without permission,
though Clinton’s Justice Depart-
ment declined to prosecute Aldrich.




