
Hersh and The Samson Option- 2 

The fiarthuell get into the book the more interested I become in what it reveals 

about Hersh and his objectives and the accumulating evidence that rather than a reporting 

job, at which he is superb, it is a politieal argument disguised as a reporting job. 

Of interest because John l'IcCone was CIA head at the time of the JFK assassination and 
-0A4A - 

its investigation is ter-Hersh begin his Chapter 6 with an account of i.oCone as a partisan 

and incomplete leaker. (pages 71ff) hoover caught him doing that with consummate irrespon-

sibility over the abrications of Gilberto Alvarado 'torte - ulcer which Ambassador Hann 

was well on his way to starting World War II when wheeled in. 

In discussing the ultra Admiral Lewis Straus, ABC heed, and *tiling him as blindly 

pro Israel, he reports that Straus favored raising mdhey, ih 195 , to resettle endangered 

Jews in Africa. while correctly pointing out this impri4ed on the rights of those living 

on the land to be bought for this purpose, Hersh does not note how it parallels an eOly 

Hitler scheme for ridding Europe of its Jews. 

Without recognition of how it can influence his argument that Straus was blinded by 

his Jewishness, Harsh says on 06 that he "privately was in favor of a nuclear-armed Israel" 

while saying two pages later that he "remained hosilte to Aionism all of his life." Can it 

be that Stamen wan motivated to want Enrael to have the nuclear weapon because Straus was 

so Zionist? 

Hersh notes on 69 that in the CI there was fear of the loyalty of Jews so they were 

excluded from dealing with "Israeli issues inside CIA headquarters"and that for many years 

no Jews were assigned tb Israel. He quotes a high--ranking CIA Jews as saying years later 

that "every fucking Jews in the CIA was in accounting of legal." 

On 96 Hersh ssYst quoted in full, that JFIC was told at a Hyannis gathering,"everybody 

knows the reputation of your Wher concerning Jeers and Hitler." He his a footnote on that 

page saying that during the period in which he got his education JFK had "new close Jewish 

/mends," which he says was not atypical for wealthy Irish Catholics, but he has no foot-

note saying what the "reputation" is that the father got "concerning Jews an Hitler." 

On 97 he quotes ;porter and JFK friend Charles Bartlett as quoting JFK as,aying that 

Jews bad told him that in return for "paying" his "bills" they/tinted control over his 
Diddle haft policy." Perhaps true, although nothing about it in his spare notes. But if true 

is it unusual in any way - othert than being attributed to Jews? 

Hersh quotes Floyd Culler, an American expert after ,t; trip to Israel's Dimona nuclear 

operation as saying "They were terrified that they'd be bombed. I was asked by an Israeli to 

tise the question? of an American -Azieeei-e'an nuclear imbrella." 

If Hersh does not eee any connecion between the refusal to guarantee Israel against 
nuclear attack and its decision to achieve its own nuclear protection he is blind. The 

"''erle,ekeee nei 
blindness extending to hio index. This is the third such Wnindexed7 quotation to this point., 

1lersh tales about Admiral Straus as prolsrael while anti-Zionist end as !n favor of a 
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nuclear-armed Israel" but Hersh never connects the two, the US refusal to prAerAde nuclear 

protection an Israel's resulting quest for its own nuclear pfrtection. 

I' seeming to:rgue against providing this nuclear protections Hersh quotes Culler as 

asUng,"Would the 'United States initiate nuclear war to protect any country in the Middle 

East, or India, or Pakistan, or Argentina?" He says that Culler said, "we were all in a 

bind. We have to be careful in assigning blame. It may be a story but there is no right 

or wrong." 	 right 
doe{ I; know w& Hersh includded the na 	or wrong part of the quote unless he 

fear a strong reaction from omitting it but it applies to him and he does blame in his 

writing. 

moreovery was the question bf initiating a nuclear war to protect any country? 

Id not the thikettlel "shield" concet that the promise to retaliate will discourage 

another from initiating a nuclear war? 

I am not a third of the way through the book and I won:er more and more what ik-

gelled Hersh to do this book rather than one on many other subjects available to him. 

I continue to wonder about his overt bias and his dishonety in the book.About him. 

For example, his lengthy footnote on 88 reporting that out planes regularly overflew 

and photographed Nazi extermination camps, his plural but he mentioned only Auschwitz by 

name. It has been photographed at leant 30 times. Showing "four large complexes of gas 

chambers and crematoriums...Bodies were bing buried in trenches or burned in large open 

Pita. Some of the photos showed victims being marched to their deaths, while others showed 

prisoners being processed for slave labor." he does not s3 that th.is_Slave labor was per-

formed at the IG Farben "synthetic oil and rubber complex" only five miles away. He does say 

that at Auschewitz 12,0000 were killed daily. And instead of explaining this disclosure, new 

to me, heLeeke to justify its being ignored by saying that photo-intekpreters were not 

available enough and informed enough to make this out. But there was no such need because 

before then the death camps and Crematoria were well reported by eyewitnesses who were ig-

nored by the allies. With the knowledge thattristed these pictures were confirmation of what 

had been reported and ignored. I think they also refute the claim made to explain away not 

bombing the railroad track to prevent the inflex of more to be exterminated: itas obvious 

that the slave labor was working at the 'elite engaged in essential nazi war prod4tion. 

There was this additional reason for bombing at least the means of getting the slave labor 

there. Hersh also dieclosee that timbers flew over at least 30 tines. So there was plenty 

of opportunity to at the same time reduce nazi war supAyies supplies and human fuel for the 

crematoria. It did not even require special flightd- there were-his 30+. 

This is the Hersh of My Lai? ei is it a Heine-like Jew, a sue-hating Jew or one with 
some special # ax of a different kind to grind? 	it only that he is nnti-Israel? 
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Hgrsh begins his Chapter 9 by reporting that when L-ennedy could not get Be-Gurion to 

say what he wanted him to say he Atigeg "to help get Ben-Gurion...04 of office." The first 

step wee to $vite a political rival, Golda flele4t,  a 10lig visit at Palm Beach. (Pale 117) 

Hersh says that JFK "made an extraordinary pritate conwdtment to Israel's defense,"We 

are asking the coopeeation of Israel....not unfriendly to Israel; but in order to help 

more effectively I think it is quite clear that in case of an invasion the United States 

would come to the support of Israel..."117-8) 

As Hersh faile, to note, an a "private commitment" this had no meaning after JFK was -

out of office and need not have while he was President. Moreover, depending on the capabili-

ties of any invading force(s), coning to Israel's aid after invasion had to be regarded 
/ 7P Aeir 4 At. bysraeli's as perhaps being too late. (Cete,/26vic 	 4  • /(--'" 0' 

And, of course, Israel was invaded and it got no military forces froe the US to help 

it and the wars domJAstrated that help could always be too late. 

It is not easy to believe that the US would go to wat against the world's pettol- 

eum monopoly or would have then. 

When Egypt, Syria and Iraq combined in the Atab Federation Ben-Gurion proposed that the 

US abd USSR jointly and publicly decjlre the territorital integrity of every Middle Eastern 

state. JFK would not. When lien-Gurion then wrote him, "my people have a right to exist ... 

and this eiistence is in danger" JFK again refused to sign a security pact. This told 

B-G's party to get rid of him, Hersh says. 

In discussing LBJ's closer ties to Jews and stron;:er feelings and the reason for them- 

his trip to a crematori4/Hersh says what I do not recall knowing, that erich Leinsdtrf 

was about to be deported by the US when MU  prevented that, 

Hersh does not evaluate this "extraordinary private commit meat" he says JFK give 
4 

B--G. He does not note that when Israel was invaded the US did not get militarily involved, 
6e4.4Vitii7EY:f 

as JFK promised, and he has no observation about the US refusal to put any glaralittes on 

paper and how Israel could interpret that and why the US didn't. 

kill Yet without comment and without any notes/his is part of Hersh's argument;kr 

support--ef Israel not developing the bomb for its own protection. 

Is it not obvious that if JFK Ci.1 not dere put his promise in writing there was 

little chance of his daring to impliment it? Hersh has no observation on whether or not 

this could or should have madetheee- those Israelis deterAined.to develop their bomb 

Willing or unwilling to give the pramise'any real meaninr or Israel. 
A 

Gippter 10 is the title chapter, The Samson Option. Hw writes it to give the impression 
this is how those Israelis who wanted the bomb actually thought and spoke of the,/emtfenity 

but this is not true: "In its place, argued the nuclear advocates, would be the Samson 

Option. Samsod, aceoraing to the Bible...cried out,'Let my soul die with the Philistines:" 

(page 137)Hc consludes tip paragraph witha siLdlar suggestion, "For Israel's nuclear 
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rf 
g 

Pr 	€
, 'Never again'." Here nuele-r advocates, the Samson Option became another way o p 

he has a footriote to a Podhoretz Commentary es-ay in whicheyerdffers the opinion that 

there were a war in which Israel was hopeless lost it would do as Samson did, not do 

a Masada of mass suicide. The closest thing to a / s=ource in his notes is For a discussion 

of the Samson and Mesada psychologies see "A Psycho-4:1story of Zionism"...." The bunber 

of books in hie text and eourEes is considerable, so I wonder how he had the time for a 

book with this title, or whether he wrie att cted to it by its title. 
ee 

While as 1  indicted he at no point gives any explanation of why those Israelis who 

opted. the nuclear weapon did so and at no point Nikes any effort to state what the nuclear 

interest/situation was in the Muslim world, from time to time a bit creeps in. For example 

at the beginning of this chapter he quotes a Dayan article published 4/63 or well before 

Israel had made any real progress on having a nuclear bomb, aeurginit iart the Israeli arms 
u,  

indistry to keep pace with Egyptian President Gemal Abdel Nasser's effort to build.* nuc-

clear weapons."(page 129)He has not ket given his reader any real understanding of Nasser 

as a person or leader or of his policies. But without that, is it not enough that Nasser 

sought the bomb for Israel to feel that at least as a deferent it also needed the bomb? No 

discussion of this by Hersh. No mention. 

On 138 hersh says that "A major complication in the debate (over whether to develop 

the bomb by Israel), seemingly, was the Arab and Israeli press which routinely published 

exaggerated accounts of each side's.,-capons of mass estruction. In Israel there were 

alarmist accounts of Chinese support for an Egyptian nuclear bp_mb. ...." Hersh has no 

single quotation or citation of any such stories in the Israeli press. But do not the sub-

sequent wars reflect that the Arabs ere very, ell supplied with advanced weaponry, es-

peciallek planes and tanks? Was not the USSR stocking them all? And herote this after he 

knew that the Scuds had exploded over Israel in the gulf war and afte4, it was well known 

that china and other powers like North Korean were stocking Syria with missiles of longer 

-1-44,15.(er range than the Seizes. 	, 	Saudi Arabia obtained from the US planes that could enable 

it to bomb Greece, that mud&aded range. 

It is not oaly Nasser about whom Hersh gives his reader not a word to this point, 
iaire 

through ahapter./76 has nothing on any of them, the Saddams, whose name is not mentioned in 

the book once, or Asad, also not mentioned(Correction, there is a single mention of Saddam. 

Hussein on page 317, his epilogue, where he says that on the seolnd day of the war Saddam 

launched 8 scuds at Israel) Of King Hussein, on 2S9 he says it was Ariel Sharon's hope to 

anaizSat overthrow him and make Jordan a Palestinian state.No mention of Gadhafi under any 

spelling of which I know.LihYa is not mentioned at all, not its tyrant or its CEW arms and 

plants. None of this and more if I searched, I'm sure, in a book supposedly examining the 

Israel development and possession of nuclear weapons, aid with the title yet of The Samson 

Option‘so clearly cribbed from shat ape era to be a work of amateur shrinkery published in 

1975 by tliprestigioue house of Mason J. Charter, in New York! 
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Ills chapter 11, "Playing the Game," is on Angleton. It has rem rkablj few sources 

and none for some direct quotations. Some of it is new to me and I'd like to know the 

source! Including of direct quotations. What made me wonder is that much as he knows 

about Angleton he has no source for his statement that it was Angleton who received the 

CIA intelligence on Israel. 110 was head of counterintelligence, not intelligence and nor-

mally intelligence would be routed to that component. 

In Chapter 12, "The Ambassador," he has brief mention of the Israeli attack on our 

spy ship the Liberty. He quotes a cablefrom our ambassador saying,"Urge strongly that we 

do avoid publicity. (As Israel h ad sought to do.) [Liberty's] proeimity to scene could 

feed Arab suspicions of U.SIsreal collusion 7  . . (his omission) Israelis obviously 

shocked by error and tender sincere apologiesg.(Page61604) 

On the 	
(4p 

begins this short section saying that the Liberty, a naval 

intelligence ship,"had boon monitoring Middle East communications traffic in international 

waters off the coast of Israel and had been identified as an American ship before the 

attack...." In the text Hersh has no explanation of the attack but in a footnote - on Clark 

Clifford! - it quotes him as not crediting Israel's clf.im of error. (Neither do I!) But 

having said that the ship flew an American flag and had been identified as American and 

then that the "error" explanation is not credible when he says nothing else it is adbli-

berate attack on Israel. Ho  quotes the Ambassador as saying that Arabs could suspect 

collusion with Ierael but says nothing at all about the ship monitoring Israeli communi-

cations when Israel was involved in a war in which he okuld be wiped out. (It was on the 

third day of thalttwaq The Israeli pilots had to assume that their communications were 

being monitored and that it was by or for their enemies and even had to wonder whether 

it was a US ship or an Arab ship flying the US flag. The ship had no iusiness being there 

on such a mission without arranging for the Israelis to know why it wao there and pens-

nuading it that it was not spying on Israel's communications. Avoiding the incitation 

against Israel he published would have required but one sentence and the book had plenty 

of room for that. 

Resumed 1/21 I see no point in cont' ng with long details or comments and I'll make 
L,Loutrir 

fewer. But I cannot omit hiss-sayiit n 17 -Forthe US not to keep a President's promise; 

the US "failed to respond to 1asser's closing of the Strait of Tiran and blockade of 

Elat. Israeli foreign ministry documenta showed that Dviight Eisenhower had promised in 

writing after the Suez debacle in 1956 thit the United States would use force, if nec-

essary, to )eep the strait open. Israel called on Johnson to keep that commitment after 

Nasser's blockade and felt betrayed upon learning that the State Department considered 

Eisenhower's comeitment to have expired with Eisenhower left office in early 1961. Unk.r s" 

a treaty ratified by the U.S. Senate was binding on subsequent administrations...." 

Yet as noted earlier, Hersh had the exact opposite position re a JFK promise. 
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This was, as he says, a month before the Six. Day was e- at he says — and he does not 

say that it did or could trigger that war,xlik or whether what Lgypt did was an act of war. 

Without comment or explanation, he reports that tho 19"embargoed all army deliveries 

to Israel for 135 days. 	while the Soviets continued to resupplylheir allies, the Arabs. 

This had no bearing on any Israeli effort to develop The Ikeb?Or belief it had to? 

Re even lies, and it is a lie, in the very beginning 4Chapter 15, to cover the 

perfidy of Albion. He refers to "the Jewish struggle after Weald War II against the British 

mandatory power in Palestine. The British authorities had angered Datid Ben Uurion and his 

followers by intistine that they adher to the strict limitations on Jewish immigration to 

Palestine that were set in 1939, after three years of Arab revolts." In fact the Etitish 

refused to permit the number of Jews within those "strict limitations6(  to enter Palestine. 

He melds time, treating before and after World War II as one period and in this makes no 

mention of the fact that those denied permission to emigrate from Europe within the quota 

were incinlipated by Hitler and as of that era has what came after the war, "the outgunned 

members of the Ragannah, the Jewish underground, began the inevitable guerrilla war 

against 3ra.tish troops."(195) This is more reprehensible because in the priod he omits, 

of the Wargt as with World War I, Palestinian Jews fought valiantly with the British while 

moat of the Arab: of the area were behind Hitler. 

Th6 is not sloppy writing, hersh is not a sloppy writer. It is a deliberate deception 

and misrepresentation. Moreover, as he may say later, "the underground" did not consist 

may of the Eagannah. 

Heeumed 1/23= In reading his account of the 1973 war in his "Nuclear Blackmail" chapter 

pagesit225 ff Ises surprised to note that he avoided giving any meaningful account of the 

remarkable military performace !urprised and unmobilized Israeli forced. I then 

remembered that he handled the iiemmdfe 1q67 war the same way. To me this is surprising for 

a number of reasons, including that it could been argument that Israel did not need The 

Bomb. It mould have taken only a few sentences to give his readers an idea of the remarkable 

military performance of the greatly outnumbered and under—equipped Israali forces so that 

other than his argument for their not having the bomb the reader could learn more about the 

act4{alities of that area and that diopite. IIe does make passing reference one t ilm to Israel 
crossing the Suez canal but he at no point indicates the number of prisoners they took, the 

plane, tanks and even armies they faeetroyed or the casualties. Uithout the epilogue he 

added, in paperback format -Leis bock has only 315 pages so space was Walt a consideration. 

IteDema as though in all respects save for making the bomb he intends to deprecate Itrael 

and just about all things Israeli. 

His account of the gixon/Kissinger reaction to the nuclear blackmail by Israel Hersh 

alleges iS new to tie and is interesting. ne says Israel said it would use the lamb, would 

have to, if its conventional arms lost in the earliest moments of the 1973 war were not 

replaced. 
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Not until the very end does Hersh offer any explanation of or reason for Israel's 

making the enormous and very dangerous (for it) investment in having its own bomb. On 

page 318, next to the last in his Epilogue, he refers to the Gulf WarAuarantees meaning 

"little; no Jews had been killeciby poison gas since Treblinka and Auschwitz and Israel, 

after all, had built its bomb so it would never have to depend on the goodwill of others 

When the lives of Jews were being threatened.!! 

The very last sentence iil this epilogue bears on this:"The Samson Optinion is no 

longer the only nuclear option available to Israel." 

In sort, after competing a very anti-Derael book for which he wan certain to get 
/1 

considerable international attention does he make even a gesture at putting the entire 

book in any context. ile  does not give his reader or reviewers any reason to believe that 

it was not all 10(le madness and irresponsibility until after his mind-poison has had its 

effect. 

Earlier I noted the inadequacy, an understatement, of his notes and citations of 
f 0 ".1-  

sources and the/ arge degree their total absence where they appear to be most necessary. 

This morning, my reading includinlhis last teo cheptersTio71 his Epilggue and the Afterword 

to the Vintage edition, I began to believe and I do believe that his book is really an 

operation of essentially United States intelligence, with some involvement of some in 

Israeli intelligence or opposition politics or both. 

This would account for the absence of the urgently needed, ie most cases, notes on 

the unnamed and unidentified sources for most of the content of this book. 

In this morning's rending,in ehich I did not bother to check the inadequate notes, 
0,44 lib, n«._ ,A44(2“.. 

and in looking at them now see they take up less than a page, I came to believe that even 
1 Lug ti eet e if 

it he had a massive research staff it does not seem possible for him 1 .izi o ve
4 
 read all the 

sources he does site, many in the text, not notes. end his brief (page 32)0acknowledgements 
sue/) 

do not refer to any research help. 
1 

Perhaps relevant, perhaps note, his last two chapters are on the Pollard case in the 

US and Vanunu's leaking of Israeli nuclear information in tendon, this a very brief chapter. 

such of the Foliar material has no direct connection, but I think I'd have included it too. 
LAA44.16e0/ 

hmong the to me r markable Imiseions iii his handling of that is any reference to theiseverity 

of the sentence. This also is consistent with iris serving US government interests in his book. 
g/  

With dersh there is a precedent. Colby sMected him or all reporters to use in getting 

arid getting rid of Angleton and his disclosures he believed necessary for the health of the 
jewels" 

CIA, for the disclosure of its "family Neioe," as I recall the phrase. "Idle this may not 

have happened, 1  believe it is the history of this book and it does explain the unquestioned 

omissions/}of many, possibligemost sources and the absence of citing direct quotations of 

comtrovereial nature to any source.f 

If this book did not have this origin, it would have been impossible without intelligency- 

agency help the signs of which perm-ate the book. 
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I RAd'S interference with the United Nation's 
• weapons inspectors has been a persistent 
theme in its sparring with the United States 

and its allies. Earlier this month, the Iraqis 
threatened U.N. inspectors' flights into the coun-
try. But on Tuesday they announced a change of 
heart, and on Thursday 52 technicians and staff 
from the U.N.'s Special Commission on Iraq flew 
inthe same day American planes bombed an 
Iraqi radar station in the northern no-fly zone. 

The special commission's assignment is to 
strip Iraq of the weapons forbidden it under the 
U.N. resolution that ended the gulf war nearly 
two years ago and to set up a monitoring system 
to ensure that none of those weapons comes 
creeping back covertly. It has made substantial 
progress. 

Iraq's large and well-equipped nuclear program 
was dismayingly close to building weapons. Now, 
after much hide-and-seek with the Iraqis, the 
commission has dismantled much of it. While no 
one rules out the possibility that there may be 
further nuclear materials hidden, the United 
Nations is fairly confident that Iraq no conger has 
the capacity to produce them. Nearly all the 
prohibited material discovered so far has been 
successfully removed. 

To deal with chemical weapons, the special 
commission has built two facilities, each a sub- 

Job in Iraq 
stantial industrial plant. At one, it has destroyed 
more than 5,000 rockets loaded with nerve gas 
and has neutralized about two-thirds of the stock 
of nerve agents. The second plant, the one to 
incinerate the mustard gas, is now ready to go 
into full operation, but there's a stock of several 
hundred tons of the gas to deal with. 

Missiles with ranges of more than 150 kilome-
ters are prohibited to Iraq, and the commission 
has destroyed everything it has found—not only 
the missiles but the launch vehicles, the guidance 
systems and the factories to produce them. It's 
clear that Iraq was also working on biological 
weapons, and while it had apparently not pro-
duced much, the need for a careful watch is,  
obvious. 

The commission is now beginning to set up its 
long-term process of surveillance and verifica-
tion. TO do that it needs, among other things, the 
full list of companies in other countries that 
supplied Iraq with the means to make its illicit 
weapons. Iraq says it wants normal relations with 
the United States and an end to the embargo on 
its oil. Before that can even be considered, Iraq is 
going to have to meet a series of conditions. First 
among them is full acceptance of the U.N. resolu-
tions and full cooperation with the U.N. special 
commission that is working with stubborn cour-
age to carry them out. 

This 

The Bomb. 

editorial from today's WY: post to me is a poWerful argument for Israel requiring 
Saddam and And - the Ur destriyed 5,000 rockets loaded with negve gas! 	several A 	. hundred tons of nemommus mustard gas. 	

4. plus what? 

And with who knows what Luslims states having that in adJition? 
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started
 talk

in
g
 an

d
 say

in
g
, T

h
ey

 lied
 to

 u
s.' " 

W
ho? 
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istcn
ce o

f its n
u
clear reacto

r an
d
 co

n
tin

u
e its co

n
stru

ctio
n
 at 

D
im

ona w
ithout any official F

rench governm
ent help. 

W
ith the friendly sum

m
it behind him

, B
en-G

urion did noth-

in
g
 to

 ch
an

g
e th

e statu
s q

u
o
 at D

im
o
n
a. N

eith
er d

id
 d

e G
au

lle 

o
r th

e F
ren

ch
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t. T
h
e p

riv
ately

 o
w

n
ed

 F
ren

ch
 co

n
-

stru
ctio

n
 firm

s an
d
 th

eir em
p
lo

y
ees m

ain
tain

ed
 a v

ig
o
ro

u
s 

p
resen

ce at D
im

o
n
a u

n
til 1

9
6
6
 an

d
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 b

e w
ell p

aid
 

u
n
d
er th

e ex
istin

g
 co

n
tracts. 
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"T
he Israelis. T

hey told us it w
as a textile plant."' T

here w
as 

new
 intelligence, M

cC
one said, revealing that the Israelis had 

secretly
 b

u
ilt a n

u
clear reacto

r in
 th

e N
eg

ev
 w

ith
 F

ren
ch

 h
elp

; 

M
cC

one w
anted F

inney to take the story public. F
inney's sub-

seq
u
en

t article, p
u
b
lish

ed
 D

ecem
b
er to

 o
n
 p

ag
e o

n
e in

 th
e 

T
im

es, to
ld

 th
e A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le w

h
at A

rt L
u
n
d
ah

l an
d
 D

in
o
 

B
rugioni had been reporting to the W

hite H
ouse for m

ore than 

tw
o years: that Israel, w

ith the aid of the F
rench, w

as building 

a n
u
clear reacto

r to
 p

ro
d
u
ce p

lu
to

n
iu

m
. "Israel h

ad
 m

ad
e n

o
 

p
u

b
lic an

n
o

u
n

cem
en

t ab
o

u
t th

e reacto
r, n

o
r h

as sh
e p

riv
ately

 

in
fo

rm
ed

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates o

f h
er p

lan
," F

in
n
ey

 w
ro

te, faith
-

fu
lly

 reflectin
g
 w

h
at M

cC
o
n
e to

ld
 h

im
. "T

h
ere is an

 ill-co
n
-

cealed
 feelin

g
 o

f an
n
o
y
an

ce am
o
n
g
 o

fficials th
at th

e U
n
ited

 

S
tates h

as b
een

 left in
 th

e d
ark

 b
y
 tw

o
 o

f its in
tern

atio
n
al 

frien
d
s, F

ran
ce an

d
 Israel." 

F
in

n
ey

's sto
ry

 also
 n

o
ted

 th
at M

cC
o
n
e h

ad
 "q

u
estio

n
ed

" 

Isra
e
l a

b
o
u
t th

e
 n

e
w

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 b

u
t th

e
n
 a

d
d
e
d
: "M

r. 

M
cC

o
n
e refu

sed
 to

 g
o
 in

to
 d

etails." It w
as stan

d
ard

 o
p

eratin
g

 

p
ro

ced
u
re fo

r o
fficial W

ash
in

g
to

n
: F

in
n
ey

 g
o
t th

e sto
ry

 an
d
 

M
cC

one w
as able to duck responsibility for giving it to him

. 

M
cC

o
n
e's leak

 to
 F

in
n
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e h

is p
artin

g
 sh

o
t as A

E
C

 

co
m

m
issio

n
er; a few

 d
ay

s later h
e an

n
o
u
n
ced

 h
is resig

n
atio

n
 

on M
eet the P

ress, th
e N

B
C

 S
u
n
d
ay

 telev
isio

n
 in

terv
iew

 sh
o
w

. 

T
he F

inney story w
as being w

ritten that sam
e day. F

inney w
as 

• T
h

ere is n
o

 ev
id

en
ce th

a
t th

e Isra
eli g

o
v
ern

m
en

t ev
er cla

im
ed

 to
 W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 th

a
t 

th
e co

n
stru

ctio
n

 a
t D

im
o
n

a
 w

a
s a

 tex
tile p

la
n

t. T
h

o
se A

m
erica

n
 a

n
d

 E
u

ro
p

ea
n

 d
ip

lo
- 

m
a
ts w

h
o
 in

q
u

ired
 in

v
a
ria

b
ly

 w
ere in

fo
rm

ed
 th

a
t D

im
o
n

a
 w

a
s a

 resea
rch

 fa
cility

 (u
su

-

a
lly

 fo
r a

g
ricu

ltu
re) o

r a
 ch

em
ica

l p
la

n
t. M

cC
o
n

c's co
m

m
en

t to
 F

in
n

ey
 b

eca
m

e w
id

ely
 

a
ccep

ted
 a

s fa
ct, n

o
n

eth
eless, a

n
d

 p
ro

m
p

ted
 a

 w
h

im
sica

l co
lu

m
n

 b
y
 A

rt B
u

ch
w

a
ld

 in
 

th
e N

tte
 re

rk
 H

e
ra

ld
 T

rib
u

n
e
 o

n
 J

a
n

u
a
ry

 to
, 1

9
6
1
. B

u
ch

w
a
ld

 to
ld

 o
f a

n
 Isra

eli ca
b

 d
riv

er 

w
h

o
 six

 m
o

n
th

s ea
rlier h

a
d

 d
riv

en
 a

n
 A

m
erica

n
 d

ip
lo

m
a

t to
 D

im
o

n
a

 in
 sea

rch
 o

f a
 su

it, 

a
t w

h
o
lesa

le p
rices, fro

m
 th

e tex
tile p

la
n

t. T
h

e tech
n

icia
n

s a
t D

im
o
n

a
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 let 

h
im

 in
 a

n
d

 p
reten

d
 th

a
t -

n
o

th
in

g
 w

a
s g

o
in

g
 o

n
."

 W
h

en
 th

e d
ip

lo
m

a
t in

q
u

ired
 a

b
o

u
t 

b
u

y
in

g
 a

 su
it, h

e w
a
s to

ld
: "

'P
erh

a
p

s y
o
u

 w
o
u

ld
 lik

e so
m

eth
in

g
 in

 co
b

a
lt b

lu
e?

 O
r 

m
a
y
b

e a
 n

ice u
ra

n
iu

m
 b

ro
w

n
?
 H

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t a
 co

sm
ic g

ra
y
, d

o
u

b
le-b

rea
sted

, w
ith

 p
in

-

strip
ed

 p
a
n

icles?
"

' T
h

e d
ip

lo
m

a
t w

a
s m

ea
su

red
 fo

r h
is su

it b
eh

in
d

 a
 six

-fo
o
t w

a
ll o

f 

lea
d

. A
n

o
th

er scien
tist "

ru
sh

ed
 in

 w
ith

 a
 G

eig
er co

u
n

ter, a
 slid

e ru
le, a

n
d

 rw
o
 ro

b
o
t 

a
rm

s. T
h

e h
ea

d
 o

f th
e p

la
n

t to
o
k

 a
 p

a
d

 a
n

d
 sa

id
: 4S

lu
cu

sh
o
n

, ca
ll o

ff th
e cu

sto
m

er's 

m
ea

su
rem

en
ts.' S

h
im

sh
o
n

 y
elled

 o
u

t: 'T
en

, n
in

e, eig
h

t, sev
en

, six
, E

v
e, fo

u
r, th

ree, tw
o, 

o
n

e
, o

il' " T
h

ere w
ere m

o
re m

ea
su

rem
en

ts: "
'W

a
ist il-a

il; rela
tiv

ely
 g

o
o
d

 ch
ea

t; th
ere 

is a
 h

e
x
a
g
o
n

a
l p

r
ism

 in
 th

e
 le

ft sh
o
u

ld
e
r
. th

e
 right 

sle
e
v
e
 n

e
e
d

s r
e
a
c
to

r
.'"

 A
s th

e
 

d
ip

lo
m

a
t left, B

u
ch

w
a
ld

 w
ro

te, h
e w

a
s to

ld
: "

 'P
lea

se, k
in

d
 sir, d

o
 n

o
t tell y

o
u

r frien
d

s 

a
b

o
u

t u
s b

eca
u

se w
e h

a
v
e to

o
 m

u
ch

 w
o
rk

 n
o
w

, a
n

d
 if w

e ta
k

e a
n

y
 m

o
re o

rd
ers th

e 

p
la

n
t w

ill e
x
p

lo
d

e
.'"
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convinced, as M
cC

one w
anted him

 to be, that the com
m

ission-

er's an
g
er stem

m
ed

 fro
m

 recen
tly

 acq
u
ired

 k
n
o
w

led
g
e, so

m
e 

new
 intelligence about the Israelis. "M

cC
one left m

e w
ith the 

im
p
ressio

n
," F

in
n
ey

 recalled
, "th

at th
ey

'd
 su

d
d
en

ly
 ap

p
reci-

ated
 th

at th
e Israelis w

ere ly
in

g
 to

 th
em

," 

F
inney paicta higher price than he realized for his big story; 

the E
isenhow

er adm
inistration w

as using him
 and the N

ew
 York 

T
im

es to accom
plish w

hat its senior officials w
ere publicly ap-

prehensive about doing them
selves—

taking on the Israelis over 

D
im

o
n
a. M

cC
o
n
e, as h

e d
id

 n
o
t in

d
icate to

 F
in

n
ey

, h
ad

 b
een

 

briefed regularly on the Israeli nuclear program
 after replacing 

L
ew

is S
trauss as A

E
C

 com
m

issioner in July 1958; there is no 

ev
id

en
ce th

at S
trau

ss, w
h
o
 also

 receiv
ed

 reg
u
lar b

riefin
g
s o

n
 

D
im

o
n
a fro

m
 A

rt L
u
n
d
ah

l an
d
 D

in
o
 B

ru
g
io

n
i, p

erso
n
ally

 

sh
ared

 h
is k

n
o
w

led
g
e w

ith
 M

cC
o
n
e. B

u
t L

u
n
d
ah

l an
d
 B

ru
-

g
io

n
i d

id
. M

cC
o
n
e, as A

E
C

 ch
airm

an
, w

as a m
em

b
er o

f th
e 

U
.S

. Intelligence A
dvisory C

om
m

ittee, the top-level group at 

the tim
e, and w

as, according to W
alter N

. E
lder, a form

er C
IA

 

o
fficial w

h
o
 w

as M
cC

o
n
e's lo

n
g
-tim

e aid
e, "in

 o
n
 th

e actio
n
 

fro
m

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
. H

e sat at th
e tab

le." 

W
h
at m

ad
e M

cC
o
n
e (w

h
o
 d

ied
 in

 early
 1

9
9
1
 after a lo

n
g
, 

in
cap

acitatin
g
 illn

ess) jo
in

 th
e ad

m
in

istratio
n
 in

 su
d
d
en

ly
 re-

actin
g
 to

 in
tellig

en
ce th

at h
ad

 b
een

 aro
u
n
d
 fo

r y
ears? W

ait 

E
lder, w

ho w
rote the still-classified history of M

cC
one's C

IA
 

tenure, described M
cC

one as being com
m

itted to the concept 

o
f n

u
clear n

o
n
p
ro

liferatio
n
 an

d
 also

 aw
are o

f th
e co

n
v
en

ien
t 

fact that E
isenhow

er w
as a m

onth aw
ay from

 ending his eight-

y
ear reig

n
 in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. T

h
ere co

u
ld

 b
e n

o
 b

etter tim
e 

to act, "H
e figured, 'I'm

 through and this is m
y duty—

to let the 

public know
 about this,'" said E

lder. A
nother issue, he added, 

w
as M

cC
o
n
e's fru

stratio
n
 at th

e co
n
stan

t Israeli ly
in

g
 ab

o
u
t 

D
im

o
n
a: "T

h
ere w

as an
 im

p
etu

s to
 d

o
 th

em
 in

." 

B
y
 D

ecem
b
er 1

9
6
o
, w

o
rk

 at D
im

o
n
a h

ad
 p

ro
g
ressed

 to
 th

e 

point w
here the reactor dom

e had becom
e visible from

 nearby 

ro
ad

s in
 th

e N
eg

ev, an
d
 th

u
s w

as m
o
re su

scep
tib

le to
 b

ein
g
 

p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
ed

 b
y
 m

ilitary
 attach

s. B
y
 th

is tim
e, to

o
, th

e U
-2 

program
 w

as in disarray: its decline began in M
ay 196o, w

hen 
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program
. In the fall of 1966, S

trauss used his influence to get 
B

ergm
ann a tw

o-m
onth appointm

ent as a visiting fellow
 at the 

p
restig

io
u
s In

stitu
te fo

r A
d
v
an

ced
 S

tu
d
ies in

 P
rin

ceto
n
. 

S
trauss, w

ho never graduated from
 college, had joined the in-

stitute's board of trustees during W
orld W

ar [I, and he contin-
u
ed

 to
 b

e o
n
e o

f its m
ajo

r co
n
trib

u
to

rs an
d
 fu

n
d
-raisers. T

h
e 

institute rarely dealt w
ith chem

ists—
its fellow

s are physicists 
and m

athem
aticians—

but the rules w
ere bent for S

trauss. B
erg-

m
an

n
 w

as a b
itter m

an
 at th

at p
o
in

t; h
e h

ad
 b

een
 fo

rced
 to

 
resig

n
 h

is p
o
sts at th

e d
efen

se m
in

istry
 an

d
 as h

ead
 o

f th
e Is-

raeli A
to

m
ic E

n
erg

y
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 after h

is co
n
tin

u
ed

 o
b
jec-

tio
n

s to
 P

rim
e M

in
ister L

ev
i E

sh
k

o
l's d

ecisio
n

—
in

 p
art 

because of pressure from
 P

resident L
yndon B

. Johnson—
to de-

lay full-scale nuclear w
eapons production. 

"S
trau

ss h
ad

 n
u
d
g
ed

 m
e ab

o
u
t B

erg
m

an
n
," recalled

 C
arl 

K
aysen, then the institute's new

ly appointed director. "H
e told 

m
e h

e w
as a v

ery
 d

istin
g

u
ish

ed
 scien

tist." It w
as o

n
ly

 after 
B

ergm
ann arrived, K

aysen added, that he learned w
ho he w

as 
an

d
 w

h
at h

e d
id

. B
erg

m
an

n
 w

asn
't v

ery
 b

u
sy

, an
d
 "h

e w
o
u
ld

 
co

m
e b

y
 an

d
 talk

 to
 m

e. It b
ecam

e clear th
at h

e an
d
 S

trau
ss 

w
ere clo

se, an
d
 also

 clear th
at h

e w
as w

o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 [th

e Israeli 
n

u
clear] w

eap
o

n
s p

ro
g

ram
. H

e w
as v

ery
 relax

ed
 ab

o
u

t it." It 
w

as also obvious that B
ergm

ann w
as telling K

aysen all that he 
h
ad

 to
ld

 S
trau

ss. K
ay

sen
, a d

istin
g
u
ish

ed
 p

o
litical eco

n
o
m

ist 
w

h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 d

ep
u
ty

 assistan
t to

 th
e P

resid
en

t fo
r n

atio
n
al 

security affairs, w
asn't surprised to learn that Israel w

as inter-
ested in nuclear bom

bs, but it w
as a jolt to realize that S

trauss 
—

seem
in

g
ly

 so
 am

b
iv

alen
t ab

o
u
t h

is Jew
ish

n
ess an

d
 so

 o
p
-

posed to any spread of nuclear w
eapons technology—

privately 
w

as in favor of a nuclear-arm
ed Israel. 

P
erhaps because S

trauss's political life w
as so m

ired in turbu-
lence, the public and the press never had a chance to get m

ore 
th

an
 a g

lim
p
se o

f h
is p

riv
ate feelin

g
s ab

o
u
t b

ein
g
 Jew

ish
 an

d
 

his guilt about not doing m
ore in the 193os to save Jew

s caught 
u
p
 in

 th
e H

o
lo

cau
st. 

T
here w

as really no secret about his Jew
ishness—

S
trauss had 

been a leader since 1938 of C
ongregation E

m
anu-E

l, the largest 
and m

ost prom
inent R

eform
 synagogue in N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity. In 

D
U

A
L

 L
O

Y
A

L
T

Y
 

1957, E
isenhow

er had briefly toyed w
ith the idea of nam

ing him
 

secretary
 o

f d
efen

se, b
u

t d
ecid

ed
 th

at h
is Jew

ish
n

ess w
o

u
ld

 
cau

se to
o
 m

an
y
 p

ro
b
lem

s w
ith

 th
e A

rab
 n

atio
n
s in

 th
e M

id
d
le 

E
ast. Y

et S
trau

ss's activ
ities o

n
 b

eh
alf o

f a Jew
ish

 h
o
m

elan
d
 

apparently w
ere not know

n, not even to his close associates in 
the A

tom
ic E

nergy C
om

m
ission. In his m

em
oirs, published in 

1962, S
trauss w

rote bitterly about the N
azi H

olocaust and those 
—

in
clu

d
in

g
 h

im
self-w

h
o
 d

id
 n

o
t d

o
 en

o
u
g
h
: "T

h
e y

ears fro
m

 
5933 to the outbreak of W

orld W
ar II w

ill ever be a nightm
are to 

m
e, and the puny efforts I m

ade to alleviate the tragedies w
ere 

utter failures, save in a few
 individual cases—

pitifully few
." 

In 1933, S
trauss had been asked by the A

m
erican Jew

ish C
om

-
m

ittee to
 atten

d
 an

 in
tern

atio
n
al co

n
feren

ce in
 L

o
n
d
o
n
 o

n
 th

e 
Jew

ish plight. T
here he m

et D
r. C

haim
 W

eizm
anri and listened 

as th
e co

n
ferees ag

reed
 th

at an
 "astro

n
o
m

ical su
m

" o
f m

o
n
ey

 
fro

m
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates m

u
st b

e raised
 to

 h
elp

 resettle w
h
at 

could be m
illions of Jew

s. S
trauss, then fervently opposed to a 

Jew
ish

 state in
 P

alestin
e, w

as th
e o

n
ly

 d
eleg

ate 
CO

 raise h
is 

v
o
ice in

 d
issen

t d
u
rin

g
 th

e co
n
feren

ce, a p
o
sitio

n
 h

e cam
e to

 
reg

ret. S
ix

 y
ears later, S

trau
ss w

o
u

ld
 sp

en
d

 m
u

ch
 tim

e an
d

 
effo

rt in
 an

 u
n
su

ccessfu
l attem

p
t to

 co
n
v
in

ce th
e B

ritish
 g

o
v
-

ernm
ent to donate a large chunk of colonial A

frica for resettle-
m

ent by E
uropean refugees, Jew

s and non-Jew
s alike. W

ith the 
N

azi b
litzk

rieg
 o

n
ly

 m
o
n
th

s aw
ay

, m
o
n
ey

 w
as n

o
 lo

n
g
er an

 
object: S

trauss and his A
m

erican colleagues, w
ho included B

er-
n
ard

 B
aru

ch
, th

e fin
an

cier, w
ere ag

reed
 th

at as m
u
ch

 as $
3
0
0
 

m
illio

n
 co

u
ld

 b
e raised

.' It w
as to

o
 late; S

trau
ss's stro

n
g
 feel-

in
g
s ab

o
u
t th

at failu
re—

an
d
 th

e failu
re o

f w
o
rld

 lead
ersh

ip
—

are ex
p
licit in

 h
is m

em
o
ir: "T

h
e tid

al w
av

e o
f w

ar sw
ep

t o
v
er 

the continents and across the ocean and a w
orld in shock closed 

• T
he goal w

as to convince the B
ritish to cede a tract of land in K

enya, T
anganyika 

(n
o
w

 T
an

zan
ia), o

r n
o
rth

ern
 R

h
o
d
esia (n

o
w

 Z
im

b
ab

w
e). S

trau
ss carried

 a letter to
 

L
o
n
d
o
n
 fro

m
 B

aru
ch

 in
 th

e late su
m

m
er o

f '939 n
o

tin
g

 th
at th

e lan
d

 to
 be ceded in 

A
frica co

u
ld

 b
e "clean

ed
 u

p
 w

ith
 m

o
d

ern
 eq

u
ip

m
en

t. T
h

e w
o

rld
 h

as n
o

t alw
ay

s b
een

 
as clean

 as it is n
o
w

. O
u
r o

w
n
 co

u
n
try

 w
as fu

ll o
f m

o
rasses. P

an
am

a an
d
 C

u
b
a w

ere 
clean

ed
 u

p
, an

d
 A

frica can
 b

e clean
ed

 u
p
, to

o
. . . (k

in
 th

is n
ew

 lan
d
 th

ere w
o
u
ld

 b
e a 

p
lace fo

r ten
s o

f m
illio

n
s an

d
 th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e th

e b
ear, th

e stro
n
g
est an

d
 th

e m
o
st 

co
u

rag
eo

u
s p

eo
p

les.. . ." M
issin

g
 fro

m
 th

e B
aru

ch
-S

trau
ss p

ro
p

o
sal is an

y
 th

o
u

g
h

t o
r 

co
n

cern
 ab

o
u

t th
e A

frican
s w

h
o

 liv
ed

 in
 th

e areas to
 b

e ced
ed

. A
n

y
 su

ch
 resettlem

en
t 

w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e in
ev

itab
ly

 resu
lted

 in
 in

tern
al co

n
flict sim

ilar to
 th

at rag
in

g
 th

en
—

an
d
 

n
o

w
—

b
etw

een
 th

e Israelis an
d

 th
o

se P
alestin

ian
s w

h
o

 w
ere o

u
sted

 fro
m

 th
eir h

o
m

e-
lands by the Z

ionist m
ovem

ent_ 
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its ey
es, fig

u
rativ

ely
 an

d
 literally

, to
 th

e p
lig

h
t o

f th
e u

n
fo

rtu
-

nate beings w
ho w

ere engulfed."' 
L

ik
e m

an
y
 Jew

s, S
trau

ss rem
ain

ed
 h

o
stile to

 Z
io

n
ism

 all o
f 

h
is life, b

u
t h

e w
o

n
 th

e co
n

fid
en

ce o
f h

is co
lleag

u
es in

 th
e Is-

raeli A
to

m
ic E

n
erg

y
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 b

y
 p

u
b

licly
 jo

in
in

g
 th

em
 in

 
p
ray

er in
 G

en
ev

a d
u
rin

g
 th

e 1
9
5
5
 U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s C

o
n
feren

ce 
o
n
 th

e P
eacefu

l U
ses o

f A
to

m
ic E

n
erg

y
, at th

e tim
e th

e larg
est 

international scientific conference ever held. M
ore than fifteen 

h
u

n
d

red
 d

eleg
ates fro

m
 sev

en
ty

 n
atio

n
s, in

clu
d

in
g

 Israel, 
w

hose delegation w
as led by E

rnst B
ergm

ann, took part_ M
oshe 

S
h

arert, th
en

 fo
reig

n
 m

in
ister, receiv

ed
 a fu

ll rep
o

rt—
as h

e 
noted in a diary entry for S

eptem
ber 18, 1955—

from
 a deputy, 

w
h
o
 ch

aracteristically
 th

o
u
g
h
t it im

p
o
rtan

t to
 tell S

h
arett th

at 
at least th

ree h
u
n
d
red

 o
f th

e d
eleg

ates w
ere Jew

ish
. D

esp
ite 

that large num
ber, S

harert w
rote, w

hen the Jew
ish com

m
unity 

of G
eneva arranged for a special F

riday-night service, "present 
o
n
ly

 w
ere th

e Israeli d
eleg

atio
n
 [to

 th
e co

n
feren

ce] an
d
 th

e 
head of the U

.S
. delegation, A

dm
iral S

trauss." 

N
e

ith
e

r S
tra

u
s
s
 n

o
r th

e
 C

IA
's

 D
in

o
 B

ru
g

io
n

i k
n

e
w

 it a
t th

e
 tim

e
, o

f c
o

u
rs

e
, b

u
t 

re
co

n
n

a
issa

n
ce

 a
ircra

ft o
f th

e
 M

e
d

ite
rra

n
e

a
n

 A
llie

d
 A

ir F
o

rce
 a

n
d

 th
e

 F
ifte

e
n

th
 U

.S
. 

A
ir F

o
rce

 re
p
e
a
te

d
ly o

ve
rfle

w
 a

n
d
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
e
d
 th

e
 N

a
zi cre

m
a
to

riu
m

s a
t A

u
sch

-
w

itz-B
irke

n
a
u
 in

 P
o
la

n
d
 in

 th
e
 la

st ye
a
r o

f th
e
 w

a
r, w

h
e
re

 tw
e
lve

 th
o
u
sa

n
d
 Je

w
s a

n
d
 

g
yp

sie
s w

e
re

 b
e
in

g
 m

u
rd

e
re

d
 d

a
ily b

y tp
a
ci. T

h
e
 d

e
a
th

 ca
m

p
s w

e
re

 a
b
o
u
t five

 m
ile

s 
fro

m
 a

n
 I.G

. F
a

rb
e

n
 syn

th
e

tic o
il a

n
d

 ru
b

b
e

r co
m

p
le

x th
a

t w
a

s b
o

m
b

e
d

 fo
u

r tim
e

s in
 

W
o
rld

 W
a
r U

. In
 0

7
8
, B

ru
g
io

n
i a

n
d
 R

o
b
e
rt P

o
irie

r, a C
IA

 c
o

lle
a

g
u

e
, n

o
tic

e
d

 th
a

t 
th

e
 ra

m
p
s
 w

e
re

 in
 d

ire
c
t a

lig
n
m

e
n
t w

ith
 th

e
 re

c
o
n
n
a
is

s
a
n
c
e
 p

a
th

 fo
r th

e
 F

a
rb

e
n
 

co
m

p
le

x. B
ru

g
io

n
i kn

e
w

 fro
m

 h
is o

w
n
 e

xp
e
rie

n
ce

s th
a
t re

co
n
n
a
issa

n
ce

 ca
m

e
ra

s w
e
re

 
a
lw

a
ys tu

rn
e
d
 o

n
 w

e
ll b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 ta

rg
e
t w

a
s re

a
ch

e
d
. W

e
re

 th
e
re

 a
e
ria

l p
h
o
to

s o
f th

e
 

ca
m

p
s b

u
rie

d
 in

 P
e

n
ta

g
o

n
 W

o
rld

 W
a

r II a
rch

ive
s?

 In
a

 su
b

se
q

u
e

n
t e

ssa
y, B

ru
g

io
n

i 
w

ro
te

: "W
e

 fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t th
e

 e
x
te

rm
in

a
tio

n
 c

o
m

p
le

x
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

e
d

 a
t le

a
s
t 

th
irty tim

e
s. A

n
a
lyzin

g
 th

e
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s, w

e
 co

u
ld

 se
e
 th

e
 fo

u
r la

rg
e
 co

m
p
le

xe
s o

f g
a
s 

ch
a
m

b
e
rs a

n
d
 cre

m
a
to

riu
m

s. . . . B
o
d
ie

s w
e
re

 b
e
in

g
 b

u
rie

d
 in

 tre
n
ch

e
s o

r b
u
rn

e
d
 in

 
la

rg
e
 o

p
e
n
 p

its. S
o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 p

h
o
to

s sh
o
w

e
d
 victim

s b
e
in

g
 m

a
rch

e
d
 to

 th
e
ir d

e
a
th

s, 
w

h
ile

 o
th

e
rs sh

o
w

e
d

 p
riso

n
e

rs b
e

in
g

 p
ro

ce
sse

d
 far slim

e la
b
o
u
r." T

h
e
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s
 

w
e

re
 in

va
lu

a
b

le
 a

s 
a h

is
to

ric
a

l re
c
o

rd
—

th
e

 N
a

z
is

 h
a

d
 fo

rb
id

d
e

n
 a

n
y
 p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
y
 

w
h
ile

 th
e
 ca

m
p
s w

e
re

 in
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
—

a
n
d
 P

re
sid

e
n
t Jim

m
y C

a
rte

r p
e
rso

n
a
lly p

re
se

n
te

d
 

a
 m

o
n

o
g

ra
p

h
 b

a
se

d
 o

n
 th

e
m

 to
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n

t's C
o

m
m

issio
n

 o
n

 th
e

 H
o

lo
ca

u
st. D

u
r-

in
g

 th
e

 w
a

r, B
ru

g
io

n
i a

d
d
e

d
, th

e
re

 w
a
s n

o
 h

isto
rica

l o
r so

cia
l b

a
ckg

ro
u
n
d
 th

a
t w

o
u
ld

 
h

a
ve

 e
n

a
b

le
d

 A
ir F

o
rce

 p
h
o
to

 in
te

rp
re

te
rs, in

te
n
t o

n
 ta

rg
e
tin

g
 th

e
 I.G

. F
a
rb

e
n
 p

la
n
t, 

to
 u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 w

h
a
t th

e
y w

e
re

 se
e
in

g
: "A

n
ytim

e
 a

 lin
e
 o

f p
e
o
p
le

 n
e
a
r a

 b
u
ild

in
g
 w

e
re

 
se

e
n

 in
 a

 p
ictu

re
, it w

a
s u

su
a

lly la
b

e
le

d
 'm

e
ss h

a
ll.' " T

h
e

re
 w

e
re

 o
th

e
r fa

cto
rs th

a
t 

p
re

ve
n
te

d
 a

 clo
se

 stu
d
y o

f th
e
 ca

m
p
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s a

t th
e
 tim

e
, in

siste
d
 B

ru
g
io

a
i, m

o
st 

sig
n

ifica
n

tly th
e

 in
te

n
se

 in
te

llig
e

n
ce

 n
e

e
d

s o
f th

e
 Ju

n
e

 1
9

4
4

 D
-D

a
y in

va
sio

n
 o

f E
u

-
ro

p
e
, w

h
ich

 re
su

lte
d
 in h

e
a

vy w
o

rklo
a

d
s fo

r a
ll A

llie
d

 p
h

o
to

 in
te

rp
re

te
rs. A

llie
d

 w
a

r-
p
la

n
e
s 2

1
2
0
 w

e
re

 a
tte

m
p
tin

g
 to

 b
re

a
k th

e
 b

a
ck o

f th
e
 L

u
ftw

a
ffe

 in
 la

te
 1

5
1
4
4
 b

y h
e
a
vy 

ra
id

s
 o

n
 a

ll o
f th

e
 s

y
n

th
e

tic
 fu

e
l p

la
n

ts
 in

 G
e

rm
a

n
y
. B

ru
g

io
n

i s
a

id
, c

re
a

tin
g

 y
e

t a
n

-
o
th

e
r d

e
m

a
n
d
 fo

r p
h
o
to

 in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
 a

n
d
 b

o
m

b
 d

a
m

a
g
e
 a

sse
ssm

e
n
t. 
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S
trau

ss, n
o
n
eth

eless, w
o
rk

ed
 h

ard
 w

h
ile in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 at 

reining in his intense feelings about being Jew
ish and about the 

H
olocaust, although m

any of his form
er subordinates from

 the 
A

E
C

 rem
arked in interview

s about his unrelenting hostility to 
G

erm
an

s an
d
 h

is relu
ctan

ce to
 d

eal w
ith

 G
erm

an
s o

n
 an

y
 is-

sue. Y
et the longtim

e A
E

C
 official M

yron K
ratzer, w

ho is also 
Jew

ish, did not find out until S
trauss had left the A

E
C

 that the 
form

er chairm
an follow

ed the tradition of fasting during Y
orn 

K
ippur, the holiest Jew

ish holiday. S
trauss had been asked by 

E
isenhow

er after his retirem
ent to head the A

m
erican delega-

tio
n
 to

 an
 in

tern
atio

n
al m

eetin
g
 in

 V
ien

n
a, an

d
 o

n
 Y

o
m

 K
ip

-
p
u
r, K

ratzer recalled
, "S

trau
ss d

id
 n

o
t sh

o
w

 u
p
. H

e sim
p
ly

 

closed him
self in his room

 on that day." 

S
trau

ss's b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
 an

d
 h

is stro
n
g
 feelin

g
s ab

o
u
t th

e n
 H

o
lo

-

cau
st can

n
o

t b
e d

isreg
ard

ed
 in

 an
aly

zin
g

 w
h

y
 h

e d
id

 n
o

 tell 
anyone—

especially John M
cC

one--about D
im

ona. F
air or not, 

the issue of "dual loyalty"—
exem

plified by S
trauss's actions—

has been a very real concern to the A
m

erican intelligence com
-

m
unity since the creation of Israel in 1948. A

rilerkC
an

n 
from

 deali n
- g 

Jew
s, f 

ex
am

p
le, w

ere ro
u
tin

ely
 b

arred
 fo

r m
an

y
 y

ears 
 

w
ith

 Israeli issu
es in

sid
e C

IA
 h

ead
q

u
arters; n

o
n

e o
f th

e early
 

station chiefs or agents assigned to Israel w
as Jew

ish. O
ne Jew

 
w

ho served decades later in a high position in the C
IA

 angrily 
acknow

ledged that w
hen he arrived, "every fucking Jew

 in the 
C

IA
 w

as in
 acco

u
n

tin
g

 o
r leg

al." T
h

e o
fficial w

asn
't q

u
ite 

right, but even those few
 Jew

s w
ho did get to the top, such as 

E
dw

ard W
. P

roctor, w
ho 
W

ere 
	 as deputy director for intelli- 

gence in the m
id- 197 

w
ere not given access to all of the sensi- 

tiv
e files in

 co
n

n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 Israel. Jew

s also
 w

ere ex
clu

d
ed

 
fro

m
 H

eb
rew

 lan
g
u
ag

e train
in

g
 (at o

n
e tim

e called
 "sp

ecial 
A

rab
ic") in

 th
e N

atio
n

al S
ecu

rity
 A

g
en

cy
; su

ch
 train

in
g

, o
f 

co
u

rse, is a p
rereq

u
isite fo

r b
ein

g
 assig

n
ed

 to
 N

S
A

 field
 sta- 

tio
n
s th

at in
tercep

t Israeli co
m

m
u
n
icatio

n
s. T

h
cre w

as a flat 
ban in the N

avy com
m

unications intelligence agency (know
n 

on the assignm
ent of a Jew

 to a 
as th

e N
av

al S
ecu

rity
 G

ro
u

p
)  

T
here w

as—
and still is—

a w
idespread belief am

ong A
m

eri- 
M

iddle E
ast issue. 

can foreign service officers that any diplom
atic reporting criti- 



D
U

A
L

 L
O

Y
A

L
T

Y
 	

91 
9
0
 	

T
H

E
 S

A
M

S
O

N
 O

P
T

IO
N

 

cal o
f Israel w

o
u
ld

 so
m

eh
o
w

 b
e d

eliv
ered

 w
ith

in
 d

ay
s to

 th
e 

Israeli em
bassy in W

ashington. In 1963 the K
ennedy adm

inis-
tratio

n
 in

fo
rm

ally
 ag

reed
 w

ith
 Israel th

at n
eith

er co
u

n
try

 
w

ould spy on or conduct espionage activities against the other. 
T

h
e ag

reem
en

t w
as so

u
g
h
t b

y
 A

m
erican

 o
fficials, a fo

rm
er 

K
en

n
ed

y
 aid

e recalled
, in

 an
 attem

p
t to

 lim
it th

e ex
ten

t o
f Is-

raeli penetration of A
m

erica. 
T

h
e tru

th
 is th

at Jew
s an

d
 n

o
n
-Jew

s alik
e lo

o
k
ed

 th
e o

th
er 

w
ay

 w
h
en

 it cam
e to

 Israel's n
u
clear cap

ab
ility

. T
h
e n

o
tio

n
 o

f 
d
u
al lo

y
alty

 so
lely

 as a Jew
ish

 p
ro

b
lem

 is far to
o
 n

arro
w

; th
e 

Jew
ish

 su
rv

iv
o

rs w
h

o
 b

ecam
e Israelis, w

ith
 th

eir in
cred

ib
le 

travails and sufferings during W
orld W

ar II, had and still have 
en

o
rm

o
u
s ap

p
eal to

 A
m

erican
s o

f all b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
s. T

h
e p

ri-
m

ary effect of "dual loyalty" has been a form
 of self-censorship 

that has kept the U
nited S

tates governm
ent from

 dealing ratio-
n

ally
 an

d
 co

h
eren

tly
 w

ith
 th

e strateg
ic an

d
 p

o
litical issu

es 
raised by a nuclear-arm

ed Israel. T
he issue is not w

hether rules 
or law

s have been broken, but that very few
 officials w

ho sup-
p
o
rted

 Israel, Jew
ish

 o
r n

o
t, h

av
e u

sed
 th

eir p
o
sitio

n
 to

 try
 to

 
o
b
tain

 a co
m

p
lete an

d
 accu

rate p
ictu

re o
f th

e Israeli n
u
clear 

p
ro

g
ram

. A
n
d
 n

o
 o

n
e tried

 to
 sto

p
 it. T

h
o
se few

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
b

u
reau

crats in
 th

e n
o

n
p

ro
liferatio

n
 field

 w
h

o
 ev

en
 tried

 to
 

learn
 all th

ere w
as to

 learn
 ab

o
u
t D

im
o
n
a w

ere o
ften

 accu
sed

 
o

f b
ein

g
 "zealo

ts"—
an

d
 th

u
s n

o
t fu

lly
 tru

stw
o

rth
y

. 
Y

et, b
ein

g
 Jew

ish
 in

ev
itab

ly
 raised

 q
u

estio
n

s, ev
en

 am
o

n
g

 
th

e m
o
st fair-m

in
d
ed

 o
f m

en
. D

in
o
 B

ru
g
io

n
i b

riefed
 S

trau
ss 

reg
u
larly

 o
n
 U

-2
 nuclear intelligence, but found him

 inscruta-
ble w

hen it cam
e to inform

ation on the Israeli nuclear reactor: 
"I n

ev
er k

n
ew

 w
h
at h

e w
as th

in
k
in

g
; n

ev
er u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 h

im
. 

I'd
 g

et th
e reactio

n
 'T

h
at's all rig

h
t.' " B

ru
g

io
n

i h
ad

 h
is o

w
n

 
reaso

n
s fo

r w
o
n
d
erin

g
 ab

o
u
t S

trau
ss. H

e k
n
ew

 th
ere w

as ev
i-

dence inside the C
IA

 suggesting that A
m

erican and E
uropean 

Jew
s had been directly involved in the financing and construc-

tion of D
im

ona from
 the start. "T

here w
as a fervor, especially 

am
o
n
g
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 Jew
s," B

ru
g
io

n
i ad

d
ed

. "T
h
e attitu

d
e w

as 
'Y

o
u

 h
ad

 to
 p

ro
tect Israel,' an

d
 an

y
b

o
d

y
 [in

 th
e in

tellig
en

ce 
co

m
m

u
n

ity
] w

h
o

 d
id

 n
o

t su
ffered

." 
In interview

s for this book w
ith senior officials of the A

m
eri-

can nuclear w
eapons program

—
m

en sim
ilar to L

ew
is S

trauss,  

w
h
o
 sp

en
t p

art o
r all o

f th
eir life m

ak
in

g
 b

o
m

b
s—

n
o
n
e ex

-
p
ressed

 an
y
 d

o
u
b
t ab

o
u
t Israel's n

u
clear am

b
itio

n
s. M

o
st to

ld
 

o
f clo

se p
erso

n
al frien

d
sh

ip
s w

ith
 Israeli p

h
y
sicists w

h
o
 w

ere 
w

o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 th

e Israeli w
eap

o
n
s p

ro
g
ram

. N
o
 o

n
e w

ith
 th

e so
-

phistication and expertise of L
ew

is S
trauss could have had any 

question about the significance of a secret reactor in the N
egev. 

H
is w

id
o
w

, A
lice, still sp

ry
 in

 to
o
t at th

e ag
e o

f eig
h
ty

-eig
h
t, 

ack
n

o
w

led
g

ed
 th

at h
er h

u
sb

an
d

, w
h

o
 w

as v
ery

 clo
sem

o
u

th
ed

 
ab

o
u

t h
is w

o
rr "w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e ap

p
ro

v
ed

 o
f Israel try

in
g

 to
 d

e-
fend itself. N

o question of that." S
trauss also had to know

 that 
a Jew

ish
 n

u
clear p

h
y

sicist n
am

ed
 R

ay
m

o
n

d
 F

o
x

 h
ad

 created
 

h
ig

h
-lev

el co
n

stern
atio

n
 b

y
 em

ig
ratin

g
 to

 Israel in
 1

9
5

7
 fro

m
 

C
alifornia, w

here he had access to w
eapons design inform

ation 
at th

e L
aw

ren
ce L

iv
erm

o
re N

atio
n
al L

ab
o
rato

ry
, th

e n
u
clear 

research
 facility

 o
p

erated
 b

y
 th

e U
n

iv
ersity

 o
f C

alifo
rn

ia fo
r 

the A
tom

ic E
nergy C

om
m

ission. F
ox's secrets could be invalu-

able to the Israelis at D
im

ona. 
S

trau
ss's failu

re to
 d

iscu
ss D

im
o
n
a w

ith
 Jo

h
n
 M

cC
o
n
e m

ay
 

have been done in the belief that he had an obligation to ensure 
th

at w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 th
e Jew

s o
f E

u
ro

p
e u

n
d

er H
itler co

u
ld

 
not happen again. P

erhaps he thought he w
as atoning for w

hat 
h

e d
id

 n
o

t d
o

, o
r co

u
ld

 n
o

t d
o

, to
 h

elp
 th

e Jew
s o

f E
u

ro
p

e 
before W

orld W
ar IL

 S
im

ilar choices w
ere m

ade over the next 
th

irty
 y

ears b
y

 Jew
s an

d
 n

o
n

-Jew
s in

 th
e A

m
erican

 g
o

v
ern

-
m

en
t, w

h
o
 lo

o
k
ed

 th
e o

th
er w

ay
 w

h
en

 it cam
e to

 D
im

o
n
a. 

W
ere th

ey
 g

u
ilty

 o
f a d

o
u

b
le stan

d
ard

, as D
in

o
 B

ru
g

io
n

i an
d

 
o

th
ers in

 th
e in

tellig
en

ce co
m

m
u

n
ity

 su
g

g
est? D

id
 L

ew
is 

S
trauss, w

ho so eagerly assum
ed the w

orst w
hen it cam

e to the 
loyalty of m

en such as J. R
obert O

ppenheim
er, fail to fulfill the 

obligations of his office in term
s of the know

n intelligence on 
D

im
ona and his obligation to tell his successor about it? 

M
an

y
 A

m
erican

 Jew
s, p

erh
ap

s u
n

d
erstan

d
ab

ly
, b

eliev
e th

e 
q

u
estio

n
 o

f "d
u

al lo
y

alty
" is an

 issu
e th

at sh
o

u
ld

 n
ev

er b
e 

raised
 in

 p
u
b
lic. T

h
ey

 fear th
at an

y
 d

iscu
ssio

n
 o

f Jew
ish

 su
p
-

p
o
rt fo

r Israel at th
e ex

p
en

se o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates w

o
u
ld

 feed
 

anti-S
em

itism
; the fear seem

s to be that non-Jew
s are convinced 

that any Jew
ish support for Israel precludes prim

ary loyalty to 
the U

nited S
tates. A

 second issue, in term
s of A

m
erican Jew

ish 
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T
H

E
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A
M

S
O

N
 O

P
T

IO
N

 

n
o
m

in
atio

n
 b

y
 th

e D
em

o
crats, h

o
w

ev
er, F

ein
b
erg

 w
as co

n
-

tacted by G
overnor A

braham
 R

ibicoff of C
onnecticut, w

ho had 
been K

ennedy's floor m
anager during the D

em
ocratic conven-

tio
n
. "I w

as th
e o

n
ly

 Jew
 fo

r h
im

," R
ib

ico
ff recalled

. "A
n
d
 I 

realized that Jew
s w

ere for anybody but Jack K
ennedy. I told 

K
ennedy I w

as going to get in touch w
ith A

be F
einberg, w

ho I 
thought w

as a key Jew
. I arranged a m

eeting [w
ith K

ennedy] in 
F

einberg's apartm
ent in the H

otel P
ierre and w

e invited all the 
lead

in
g

 Jew
s." A

b
o

u
t tw

en
ty

 p
ro

m
in

en
t b

u
sin

essm
en

 an
d

 fi-
n

an
ciers sh

o
w

ed
 u

p
.' 

It w
as a ro

u
g
h
 sessio

n
. K

en
n
ed

y
 h

ad
 ju

st retu
rn

ed
 fro

m
 a 

brief vacation at the fam
ily com

pound at H
yannis P

ort, M
assa-

ch
u

setts, an
d
 it w

as a p
ro

m
in

en
t B

o
sto

n
ian

, D
ew

ey
 D

. S
to

n
e, 

w
h
o
 set th

e to
n
e w

ith
 th

e first q
u
estio

n
, as recalled

 b
y
 F

ein
-

b
erg

: "Jack
, ev

ery
b

o
d

y
 k

n
o

w
s th

e rep
u

tatio
n

 o
f y

o
u

r fath
er 

co
n

cern
in

g
 Jew

s an
d

 H
itler. A

n
d

 ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 k
n

o
w

s th
at th

e 
apple doesn't fall far from

 the tree." K
ennedy's response w

as to 

th
e p

o
in

t: "Y
o
u
 k

n
o
w

, m
y
 m

o
th

er w
as p

art o
f th

at tree, to
o
." 

R
ib

ico
ff, w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 jo
in

 K
en

n
ed

y
's cab

in
et, u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 th

e 
m

essage: "T
he sins o

f th
e fath

er sh
o

u
ld

n
't fall o

n
 th

e so
n

." 
F

o
rtu

n
ately

 fo
r K

en
n
ed

y
, th

at m
essag

e w
as en

o
u
g
h
 fo

r th
e 

m
en

 at F
ein

b
erg

's ap
artm

en
t. K

en
n

ed
y

 h
ad

 g
o

n
e u

p
stairs to

 a 
separate room

 w
ith R

ibicoff to aw
ait their judgm

ent, F
einberg 

recalled
. T

h
e g

ro
u
p
 ag

reed
 o

n
 an

 in
itial co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 o

f 
$5oo,000 to the presidential cam

paign, w
ith m

ore to com
e. "I 

called
 h

im
 [K

en
n
ed

y
] rig

h
t aw

ay
," said

 F
ein

b
erg

. "H
is v

o
ice 

b
ro

k
e. H

e g
o

t em
o

tio
n

al" w
ith

 g
ratitu

d
e. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as an
y

th
in

g
 b

u
t g

ratefu
l th

e n
ex

t m
o

rn
in

g
 in

 
describing the session to C

harles L
. B

artlett, a new
spaper col-

u
m

n
ist an

d
 clo

se frien
d

. H
e h

ad
 d

riv
en

 to
 B

artlett's h
o

m
e in

 
northw

est W
ashington and dragged his friend on a w

alk, w
here 

he recounted a m
uch different version of the m

eeting the night 

• K
e
n
n
e
d
y's so

cia
l frie

n
d
s a

n
d
 co

lle
a
g
u
e
s a

g
re

e
d
 th

a
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y, like

 m
a
n
y w

e
a
lth

y 

Iris
h
 C

a
th

o
lic

s
 o

f b
is

 tim
e
, h

a
d
 g

o
n
e
 th

ro
u
g
h
 p

re
p
 s

c
h
o
o
l a

t C
h
o
a
te

 a
n
d
 H

a
rv

a
rd

 

C
o
lle

g
e
 w

ith
 fe

w
 clo

se
 Je

w
ish

 frie
n
d
s. O

n
e
 e

sp
e
cia

lly clo
se

 sch
o
o
lb

o
y frie

n
d
, a

cco
rd

in
g
 

to
 A

rth
u
r M

. S
ch

le
sin

g
e
r, Jr., th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l b
io

g
ra

p
h
e
r, w

a
s A

la
n
 J. L

e
rn

e
r, w

ith
 

w
h
o
m

 K
e
n
n
e
d
y tra

ve
le

d
 w

id
e
ly a

s a
 yo

u
th

. T
h
e
re

 w
e
re

 fe
w

 o
th

e
r Je

w
ish

 ch
ild

h
o
o
d
 

frie
n

d
s, a

s B
e

n
ja

m
in

 C
. B

ra
d

le
e

, Jr., th
e

 lo
n

g
tim

e
 e

d
ito

r o
f th

e
 W

a
rb

tre
g

to
o

 P
o

rt a
n
d
 d

o
se

 
K

e
n

n
e

d
y frie

n
d

, a
ckn

o
w

le
d

g
e

d
: "I d

o
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e

r a
 w

h
o
le

 lo
t o

f Je
w

ish
 b

u
d

d
ie

s," 

T
h

a
t ch

a
n

g
e

d
 q

u
ickly o

n
ce

 K
e
n

n
e
d
y g

o
t in

to
 n

a
tio

n
a

l p
o

litics a
fte

r W
o
rld

 W
a
r 

A
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
IA

L
 S

T
R

U
G

G
L
E
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before. "A
s an A

m
erican citizen he w

as outraged," B
artlett re-

called, "to have a Z
ionist group com

e to him
 and say: 'W

e know
 

your cam
paign is in trouble. W

e're w
illing to pay your bills if 

y
o

u
'll let u

s h
av

e co
n

tro
l o

f y
o

u
r M

id
d

le E
ast p

o
licy

.'" K
en

-
nedy, as a presidential candidate, also resented the crudity w

ith 
w

h
ich

 h
e'd

 b
een

 ap
p
ro

ach
ed

. "T
h
ey

 w
an

ted
 co

n
tro

l," h
e an

-

g
rily

 to
ld

 B
artlett. 

B
artlett fu

rth
er recalled

 K
en

n
ed

y
 p

ro
m

isin
g
 to

 h
im

self th
at 

"if h
e ev

er d
id

 g
et to

 b
e P

resid
er, h

e w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 d
o

 so
m

e-
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t it"—

a can
d
id

ate's p
eren

n
ial n

eed
 fo

r m
o
n
ey

 an
d
 

resu
ltin

g
 v

u
ln

erab
ility

 to
 th

e d
em

an
d
s o

f th
o
se w

h
o
 co

n
trib

-
uted. K

ennedy, in fact, kept that prom
ise before the end of his 

first year in office, appointing a bipartisan com
m

ission in O
cto-

b
er to

 reco
m

m
en

d
 w

ay
s to

 b
ro

ad
en

 "th
e fin

an
cial b

ase o
f o

u
r 

p
resid

en
tial cam

p
aig

n
s." In

 a statem
en

t th
at w

as far m
o

re 
h
eartfelt th

an
 th

e p
u
b
lic o

r th
e p

ress co
u
ld

 p
erceiv

e, h
e criti-

cized
 th

e cu
rren

t m
eth

o
d

 o
f fin

an
cin

g
 cam

p
aig

n
s as "h

ig
h

ly
 

undesirable" and "not healthy" because it m
ade candidates "de-

p
en

d
en

t o
n
 larg

e fin
an

cial co
n
trib

u
tio

n
s o

f th
o
se w

ith
 sp

ecial 

interests." P
residential elections, K

ennedy declared, w
ere "the 

su
p
rem

e test o
f th

e d
em

o
cratic p

ro
cess" in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. 

K
ennedy w

as ahead of his tim
e, how

ever: the cam
paign financ-

in
g
 p

ro
p
o
sals w

en
t n

o
w

h
ere.' 

It is im
p
o
ssib

le to
 reco

n
cile th

e d
ifferin

g
 acco

u
n
ts o

f K
en

-
n
ed

y
's attitu

d
e to

w
ard

 th
e m

eetin
g
 in

 F
ein

b
erg

's ap
artm

en
t in

 
th

e H
o
tel P

ierre. B
u
t th

e fact rem
ain

s th
at d

esp
ite K

en
n
ed

y
's 

. 	
to

u
g

h
 w

o
rd

s to
 B

artlett, A
b

e F
ein

b
erg

's in
flu

en
ce in

sid
e th

e 
W

hite H
ouse w

as established by the end of K
ennedy's first year 

in office, and the young P
resident did little to dim

inish it over 
the next tw

o years. O
ne factor obviously w

as political: a higher 
percentage of Jew

s (S
i percent) voted for K

ennedy in to6o than 
did R

om
an C

atholics (73 percent); it w
as the Jew

ish vote that 
p

ro
v

id
ed

 K
en

n
ed

y
's n

arro
w

 p
lu

rality
 o

f 1
1

4
,5

6
3

 v
o

tes o
v

er 

• T
h
e
 com

m
ission

, h
e
a
d
e
d
 b

y A
le

xa
n
d
e
r H

e
a
rd

, th
e
n
 d

e
a
n
 o

f th
e
 G

ra
d
u
a
te

 School 

at th
e

 U
n

ive
rsity o

f N
o

rth
 C

a
ro

lin
a

, re
co

m
m

e
n

d
e

d
, a

m
o

n
g

 o
th

e
r th

in
g

s, th
e

 u
s
e
 o

f 

fe
d
e
ra

l ta
x cre

d
its to

 e
n
co

u
ra

g
e
 p

o
litica

l co
n
trib

u
tio

n
s b

y in
d
ivid

u
a
ls. T

h
e
 g

o
a
l w

a
s to

 

b
ro

a
d
e
n
 th

e
 b

a
se

 o
f a

 ca
n
d
id

a
te

's fin
a
n
cia

l su
p
p
o
rt a

n
d
 re

d
u
ce

 d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
ce

 o
n
 sp

e
cia

l-
in

te
re

st g
ro

u
p

s a
n

d
 th

e
 w

e
a

lth
y. In

 to
iS

z, K
e

n
n

e
d

y su
b

m
itte

d
 five

 d
ra

ft b
ills to

 re
fo

rm
 

p
re

sid
e

n
tia

l ca
m

p
a

ig
n

 fin
a

n
cin

g
 to

 C
o

n
g

re
ss; n

o
n

e
 su

rvive
d

. K
e

n
n

e
d

y trie
d

 a
g

a
in

 in
 

1
9
6
3
, su

b
m

ittin
g
 tw

o
 m

o
re

 d
ra

ft b
ills to

 C
o
n
g
re

ss; a
g
a
in

 n
e
ith

e
r su

rvive
d
. 
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. G

o
in

g
 P

u
b

lic 
J
o
h
n
 F

in
n
e
y
 w

a
s
 in

te
rv

ie
w

e
d
 in

 W
a
s
h
in

g
to

n
 o

n
 A

p
ril 1

8
, 1

9
8
9
. T

h
e
 c

ite
d
 

a
rtic

le
 w

a
s
 "U

.S
. H

e
a
rs

 Is
ra

e
l M

o
v
e
s
 T

o
w

a
rd

 A
-B

o
m

b
 P

o
te

n
tia

l," N
ew

 Y
ork 

Tim
es, D

e
ce

m
b
e
r 1

9
, 1

9
6
o
, p

a
g
e
 r. M

cC
o
n
e
's re

sig
n
a
tio

n
 a

n
d
 T

V
 a

p
p
e
a
ra

n
ce

 

w
e
re

 a
lso

 o
n
 p

a
g
e
 1

 th
a
t d

a
y: "M

cC
o
n
e
 to

 R
e
sig

n
 a

s A
E

C
 M

e
m

b
e
r." T

h
e
 cite

d
 

B
u

c
h

w
a

ld
 c

o
lu

m
n

 (re
p

rin
te

d
 in

 p
a

rt, w
ith

 h
is

 p
e

rm
is

s
io

n
) w

a
s
 p

u
b

lis
h

e
d

 

Ja
n
u
a
ry 1

0
, 1

9
6
1
, in

 th
e
 N

ew
 Y

ork H
erald-T

ribune, ''T
h
e
 S

m
a
s
h
in

g
 T

a
ilo

rs
 o

f 

B
e
e
rsh

e
b
a
." W

a
lte

r E
ld

e
r w

a
s in

te
rvie

w
e
d
 in

 h
is su

b
u
rb

a
n
 V

irg
in

ia
 h

o
m

e
 o

n
 

A
u
g
u
st 1

8
, 1

9
8
9
, a

n
d
 m

a
n
y tim

e
s b

y te
le

p
h
o
n
e
 th

e
re

a
fte

r. A
rm

a
n
d
 M

e
ye

r w
a
s 

in
te

rv
ie

w
e
d
 in

 R
o
s
s
iy

a
, V

irg
in

ia
, o

n
 J

u
n
e
 1

5
, 1

9
9
0
. T

h
e
 c

ite
d
 H

e
rte

r s
ta

te
-

m
e

n
t c

a
n

 b
e

 fo
u

n
d

 in
 T

he A
lliance, b

y R
ich

a
rd

 J. B
a
rn

e
t (S

im
o
n
 &

 S
ch

u
ste

r, 

N
e
w

 Y
o
rk, 1

9
8
3
), p

a
g
e
 1

7
9
. P

h
ilip

 F
a
rle

y w
a
s in

te
rvie

w
e
d
 in

 P
a
lo

 A
lto

, C
a
lifo

r-

n
ia

, o
n
 O

cto
b
e
r 3

0
,1

9
8
9
. C

h
a
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in

eers w
o
u
ld

 start talk
in

g
 to

o
 m

u
ch

" in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e 

A
m

erican
s, th

e o
fficial said

, an
d
 h

e w
o
u
ld

 tell h
im

, in
 seem

-

in
g
ly

 co
n
v
ersatio

n
al H

eb
rew

, " 'L
isten

, y
o
u
 m

o
th

er-fu
ck

er, 

d
o
n
't an

sw
er th

at q
u
estio

n
.' T

h
e A

m
erican

s w
o
u
ld

 th
in

k
 I w

as 

tran
slatin

g
." 

T
h
e A

m
erican

s w
ere led

 b
y
 F

lo
y
d
 L

. C
u
ller, Jr., a lead

in
g
 

ex
p
ert in

 th
e scien

ce o
f n

u
clear rep

ro
cessin

g
 w

h
o
 w

as th
en

 

d
ep

u
ty

 d
irecto

r o
f th

e C
h
em

ical T
ech

n
o
lo

g
y
 D

iv
isio

n
 at th

e 

O
ak

 R
id

g
e N

atio
n
al L

ab
o
rato

ry
 in

 T
en

n
essee, w

h
ere th

e first 

uranium
 for A

m
erican nuclear w

eapons had been enriched. A
t 

th
e tim

e, C
u
ller said

, h
e rep

o
rted

 to
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se th

at th
e 

reactor he and his colleagues inspected w
as nothing m

ore than 

a
 "sta

n
d
a
rd

 re
a
c
to

r. A
ll th

e
 e

le
m

e
n
ts w

e
re

 c
o
u
n
te

d
 a

n
d
 

tagged." C
utler, w

ho retired in 1989 as president of the E
lectri- 

cal P
o
w

er R
esearch

 In
stitu

te in
 P

alo
 A

lto
, C

alifo
rn

ia, seem
ed

 

su
rp

rised
 b

u
t n

o
t sh

o
ck

ed
 u

p
o
n
 b

ein
g
 in

fo
rm

ed
 th

at h
is team

 

had been duped by a false control room
. "It's possible to m

ake a 

system
 appear that it's controlling som

ething w
hen it's not," he 

ex
p
lain

ed
, ad

d
in

g
 th

at sim
u
lated

 co
n
tro

l ro
o
m

s h
av

e b
een

 

w
id

ely
 an

d
 effectiv

ely
 u

sed
 fo

r train
in

g
 p

u
rp

o
ses in

 reacto
r 

system
s w

orldw
ide. C

uller w
as far m

ore disturbed to learn that 

by 196o the C
IA

's photo interpretation team
 had concluded that 

a site w
as being excavated at D

im
ona for a chem

ical reproces-

sin
g
 p

lan
t an

d
 h

ad
 ev

en
 attem

p
ted

 to
 m

easu
re th

e am
o
u
n
t o

f 

dirt being scooped. S
uch intelligence had not been provided to 

him
, he said, and should have been. 

C
uller shrugged off the Israeli cheating as inevitable, but not 

necessary. "It's n
o
t p

o
ssib

le to
 m

ak
e arch

aeo
lo

g
ical fin

d
in

g
s 

ab
o
u
t w

h
at w

as g
o
in

g
 o

n
 ju

st b
y
 seein

g
 fo

o
tp

rin
ts," h

e ex
- 

plained. "N
o one really has that m

uch w
isdom

." H
e view

ed his 

in
sp

ectio
n
 as "p

art o
f th

e g
am

e o
f w

earin
g
 aw

ay
, o

f fin
d
in

g
 

w
ay

s to
 n

o
t reach

 th
e p

o
in

t o
f tak

in
g
 actio

n
" ag

ain
st Israel's 

nuclear w
eapons program

. H
e is not at all convinced today, he 

said
, th

at Israel w
as w

ro
n
g
 to

 d
ev

elo
p
 its o

w
n
 in

d
ep

en
d
en

t 

d
eterren

t. 

"T
h
ey

 w
ere terrified

 th
at th

ey
'd

 b
e b

o
m

b
ed

," C
u
ller re-

called. A
fter the first inspection in i96z, h

e said, "I w
as asked by 

A
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
IA

L
 S

T
R

U
G

G
L

E
 	

1
1
3
 

an
 Israeli to

 raise th
e q

u
estio

n
" o

f an
 A

m
erican

 n
u
clear u

m
-

b
rella u

p
o
n
 h

is retu
rn

 to
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
. C

u
ller w

ro
te h

is secret 

report on the inspection during stopovers in A
thens and R

om
e, 

an
d
 d

u
tifu

lly
 in

clu
d
ed

 an
 acco

u
n
t o

f th
e Israeli co

n
cern

. T
h
e 

C
IA

 "got to m
e as soon as I got off the plane" in W

ashington, 

h
e ad

d
ed

, an
d
 h

e w
as ru

sh
ed

 in
to

 a d
eb

riefin
g
. T

h
ere w

as n
o
 

fu
rth

er talk
 o

f n
u
clear u

m
b
rellas o

n
 su

b
seq

u
en

t in
sp

ectio
n
s, 

and C
uller eventually cam

e to ask him
self the follow

ing rhetor-

ical q
u
estio

n
: W

o
u
ld

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates in

itiate n
u
clear w

ar to
 

p
ro

tect an
y
 co

u
n
try

 in
 th

e M
id

d
le E

ast, o
r In

d
ia, o

r P
ak

istan
, 

or A
rgentina? "W

e w
ere ;I in a bind," C

uller said. "W
e have to 

be careful in assigning blam
e. It m

ay be a story, but there is no 

rig
h
t o

r w
ro

n
g
." 

T
he constant bargaining over D

im
ona w

as a factor in aborting 

an
 am

b
itio

u
s K

en
n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 in

itiativ
e to

 reso
lv

e th
e 

P
alestin

ian
 refu

g
ee issu

e. L
ik

e all A
m

erican
 P

resid
en

ts sin
ce 

1948, K
ennedy cam

e into office w
ith a belief that he could find a 

w
ay

 to
 b

rin
g
 lo

n
g
-term

 p
eace to

 th
e M

id
d
le E

ast. A
s a H

o
u
se 

an
d
 S

en
ate m

em
b
er, K

en
n
ed

y
 h

ad
 alw

ay
s b

een
 a p

u
b
lic su

p
-

porter of Israel, but he had repeatedly expressed understanding 

o
f th

e asp
iratio

n
s o

f A
rab

 n
atio

n
alism

 an
d
 sy

m
p
ath

y
 fo

r th
e 

plight of the P
alestinian refugees. F

or exam
ple, in a F

ebruary 

1958 speech before a Jew
ish group, he declared that the refugee 

question "m
ust be resolved through negotiations, resettlem

ent, 

and outside international assistance. B
ut to recognize the prob-

lem
 is quite different from

 saying that the problem
 is insoluble 

sh
o
rt o

f th
e d

estru
ctio

n
 o

f Israel . . o
r m

u
st b

e so
lv

ed
 b

y
 

Israel alone." 

S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t A

rab
ists w

ere p
leasan

tly
 su

rp
rised

 early
 in

 

E
8
6
1
 to

 g
et w

o
rd

 fro
m

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 A
rm

in
 

M
ey

er, th
at "ju

st b
ecau

se g
o
 p

ercen
t o

f th
e Jew

ish
 v

o
te h

ad
 

gone for K
ennedy, it didn't m

ean he w
as in their pocket." K

en-

nedy asked for innovative ideas, and the departm
ent suggested 

th
at an

o
th

er try
 b

e m
ad

e to
 reso

lv
e th

e P
alestin

ian
 refu

g
ee 

p
ro

b
lem

 in
 th

e W
est B

an
k
 an

d
 G

aza S
trip

 stem
m

in
g
 fro

m
 Is-

rael's victory in the 1948-49 A
rab-Israeli W

ar. T
he U

nited N
a-

tions had approved R
esolution 194 after the w

ar, directing that 
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John K
ennedy, profoundly com

m
itted to the principle 

o
f n

o
n
p
ro

liferatio
n
, co

n
tin

u
ed

 th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t 1

9
6
2
 to

 p
ressu

re 

B
en

-G
u
rio

n
 ab

o
u
t in

tern
atio

n
al in

sp
ectio

n
 an

d
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 

receiv
e th

e p
rim

e m
in

ister's b
lan

d
 an

d
 irritatin

g
 assu

ran
ces 

that Israel had no intention of becom
ing an atom

ic pow
er. T

he 

P
resident w

as far too politically astute not to understand, as he 

angrily told his friend C
harles B

artlett, that the Israeli "sons of 

b
itch

es lie to
 m

e co
n
stan

tly
 ab

o
u
t th

eir n
u
clear cap

ab
ility

." 

O
n
e so

lu
tio

n
 w

as to
 h

elp
 g

et B
en

-G
u
rio

n
, th

en
 em

b
attled

 in
 

the m
ost serious crisis of his political career, out of office. 

A
 few

 d
ay

s after C
h
ristm

as 1
9
6
2
, K

en
n
ed

y
 m

ad
e w

h
at 

am
ounted to a direct m

ove against the prim
e m

inister's leader-

sh
ip

. H
e in

v
ited

 F
o
reig

n
 M

in
ister G

o
ld

a M
eir, o

n
e o

f B
en

. 

G
urion's leading critics inside the cabinet and the M

apai P
arty, 

to his P
alm

 B
each, F

lorida, hom
e for a seventy-m

inute private 

talk
. M

eir m
ad

e n
o
 secret o

f th
e fact th

at sh
e resen

ted
 B

en
-

G
u
rio

n
 fo

r p
erm

ittin
g
 h

is aco
ly

tes, S
h
im

o
n
 P

eres an
d
 M

o
sh

e 

D
ayan, to operate behind the back of the foreign m

inistry; she 

an
d
 o

th
er p

arty
 m

em
b
ers w

h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 b

o
rn

 in
 E

astern
 E

u
-

ro
p
e, su

ch
 as L

ev
i E

sh
k
o
l, th

e treasu
ry

 m
in

ister, w
ere co

n
-

v
in

ced
 th

at B
en

-G
u
rio

n
 ch

o
se to

 rely
 o

n
 y

o
u
n
g
 m

en
 su

ch
 as 

P
eres and D

ayan only because they w
ould be m

ore reluctant to 

stan
d
 u

p
 to

 h
im

. 
T

h
e d

eclassified
 m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

 o
n
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
-M

eir m
eet-

in
g
 co

n
tain

s n
o
 sp

ecific m
en

tio
n
 o

f n
u
clear w

eap
o
n
s (so

m
e 

p
arag

rap
h
s w

ere d
eleted

 fo
r n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 reaso

n
s), b

u
t 

th
ere is little d

o
u
b
t th

at K
en

n
ed

y
 p

o
in

ted
ly

 raised
 th

e issu
e. 

T
h
e m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

 fu
rth

er sh
o
w

s th
at K

en
n
ed

y
 m

ad
e an

 ex
-

trao
rd

in
ary

 p
riv

ate co
m

m
itm

en
t to

 Israel's d
efen

se. "W
e are 



1
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ask
in

g
 th

e co
o
p
eratio

n
 o

f Israel in
 th

e sam
e w

ay
 th

at w
e are 

co
o
p
eratin

g
 w

ith
 Israel to

 h
elp

 m
eet its n

eed
s," K

en
n
ed

y
 to

ld
 

M
eir. "Israel d

o
u

b
tless th

in
k

s o
f itself as d

eep
ly

 en
d

an
g

ered
. 

. . . O
ur position in these m

atters m
ay seem

 to be asking Israel 

to
 n

eg
lect its in

terests. T
h
e reaso

n
 w

e d
o
 it is n

o
t th

at w
e are 

u
n
frien

d
ly

 to
 Israel; b

u
t in

 o
rd

er to
 h

elp
 m

o
re effectiv

ely
. I 

th
in

k
 it is q

u
ite clear th

at in
 case o

f an
 in

v
asio

n
 th

e U
n
ited

 

S
tates w

ould com
e to the support of Israel. W

e have that capac-

ity and it is grow
ing." It w

as language no Israeli had ever heard 
fro

m
 D

w
ig

h
t E

isen
h
o
w

er. 

M
o
m

en
ts later, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

, K
en

n
ed

y
—

an
ticip

atin
g
 th

e ch
ro

n
ic crisis th

at w
o
u
ld

 b
e created

 b
y
 th

e 
refugees of the W

est B
ank and G

aza S
trip—

expressed his regret 

that the A
rab resettlem

ent plan had failed and said his adm
inis-

tratio
n

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t g
ive u

p
 try

in
g

 to
 fin

d
 so

m
e so

lu
tio

n
 to

 th
e 

refu
g

ee situ
atio

n
. H

e ad
d

ed
 th

at th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates "is really

 

in
terested

 in
 Israel. . . . W

h
at w

e w
an

t fro
m

 Israel arises b
e-

cau
se o

u
r relatio

n
sh

ip
 is a tw

o
-w

ay
 street. Israel's secu

rity
 in

 

th
e lo

n
g
 ru

n
 d

ep
en

d
s in

 p
art o

n
 w

h
at it d

o
es w

ith
 th

e A
rab

s, 
b
u
t also

 o
n
 u

s." 

K
ennedy's com

m
itm

ent to G
olda M

eir, along w
ith his deci-

sio
n
 to

 sell th
e H

aw
k
 m

issiles, am
o
u
n
ted

 to
 a tu

rn
in

g
 p

o
in

t in
 

A
m

erican
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 to
w

ard
 Israel—

o
n
e little n

o
ted

 ev
en

 

to
d
ay

. T
h
e K

en
n
ed

y
 o

ffer m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 en

o
u
g
h
, if Israel's 

g
o
al h

ad
 b

een
 to

 fo
rg

e a m
ilitary

 p
artn

ersh
ip

 w
ith

 th
e U

n
ited

 

S
tates. B

ut Israel's needs w
ere far m

ore basic. 

John M
cC

one rem
ained agitated about the Israeli bom

b and the 

failure of his agency to determ
ine w

hether a chem
ical reproces-

sin
g
 p

lan
t w

as b
u
ried

 u
n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 at D

im
o
n
a. H

e also
 w

as 

m
o
re o

u
tsp

o
k
en

 th
an

 an
y
 o

th
er K

en
n
ed

y
 in

sid
er o

n
 th

e issu
e; 

at a 1
9
6
2
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 d

in
n
er p

arty
 h

e p
u
b
licly

 rep
rim

an
d
ed

 

C
h
arles L

u
cet, a sen

io
r F

ren
ch

 fo
reig

n
 m

in
istry

 o
fficial, fo

r 

F
ran

ce's ro
le in

 th
e Israeli b

o
m

b
. L

u
cet, w

h
o
 h

ad
 serv

ed
 as 

deputy am
bassador in W

ashington in the late 195os (and w
ould 

becom
e am

bassador in 1965), w
as seated near M

cC
one, w

ho at 

o
n
e p

o
in

t ab
ru

p
tly

 ask
ed

: "S
o
, M

r. L
u
cet, y

o
u
r co

u
n
try

 is 

b
u

ild
in

g
 a rep

ro
cessin

g
 p

lan
t fo

r th
e Israelis?" L

u
cet rep

lied
 

w
ith

 w
h
at w

as F
ran

ce's p
u
b
lic p

o
sitio

n
 o

n
 th

e issu
e: "N

o
, w

e 

Y
E

A
R

S
 O

F
 P

R
E

S
S

U
R

E
 

are building a reactor." M
cC

one then turned his back on L
ucet 

an
d

 d
id

 n
o

t sp
eak

 to
 h

im
 fo

r th
e rest o

f th
e ev

en
in

g
; it w

as, 

g
iv

en
 F

ran
ce's h

ig
h
 stan

d
in

g
 w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 h

is w
ife, 

w
h
o
 w

ere b
o
th

 F
ran

co
p
h
iles, a p

o
in

ted
 reb

u
ff.' 

K
ennedy w

as constantly raising the nuclear issue in his dis-

cu
ssio

n
s w

ith
 sen

io
r Israelis—

an
d
 co

n
stan

tly
 g

ettin
g
 b

o
iler-

p
late an

sw
ers. In

 early
 A

p
ril 1

9
6
3
, S

h
im

o
n
 P

eres flew
 to

 th
e 

cap
ital to

 m
eet1

t th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se o
n

 th
e still-p

en
d

in
g

 H
aw

k
 

sale, an
d
 w

as d
irectly

 ask
ed

 b
y

 th
e P

resid
en

t ab
o

u
t Israeli in

-

ten
tio

n
s. A

n
 Israeli n

u
clear b

o
m

b
, K

en
n
ed

y
 said

, "w
o
u
ld

 cre-

ate a very perilous situation. T
hat's w

hy w
e have been diligent 

ab
o
u
t k

eep
in

g
 an

 ey
e o

n
 y

o
u
r effo

rt in
 th

e ato
m

ic field
. W

h
at 

can
 y

o
u
 tell m

e ab
o
u
t th

at?" P
eres's an

sw
er w

as a fab
ricatio

n
 

th
at w

o
u
ld

 b
eco

m
e th

e o
fficial Israeli resp

o
n
se fo

r y
ears to

 

co
m

e: "I can
 tell y

o
u
 fo

rth
rig

h
tly

 th
at w

e w
ill n

o
t in

tro
d

u
ce 

atom
ic w

eapons into the region. W
e certainly w

on't be the first 

to
 d

o
 so

. W
e h

av
e n

o
 in

terest in
 th

at. O
n
 th

e co
n
trary

, o
u
r 

interest is in de-escalating the arm
am

ent tension, even in total 

d
isarm

am
en

t." 
T

h
e ad

m
in

istratio
n
's lack

 o
f sp

ecific in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u
t Is- 

raeli in
ten

tio
n
s w

as co
m

p
licated

 b
y
 th

e fact, as th
e P

resid
en

t 

had to know
, that m

any senior m
em

bers of C
ongress supported 

th
e co

n
cep

t o
f a n

u
clear-arm

ed
 Israel. A

 few
 d

ay
s b

efo
re h

is 

m
eeting w

ith the P
resident, P

eres had discussed nuclear w
eap-

o
n
s w

ith
 S

en
ato

r S
tu

art S
y
m

in
g
to

n
, a K

en
n
ed

y
 su

p
p
o
rter an

d
 

ranking m
em

ber of the S
enate A

rm
ed S

ervices C
om

m
ittee, and 

had been told, as P
eres told his biographer: "D

on't be a bunch 

of fools. D
on't stop m

aking atom
ic bom

bs. A
nd don't listen to 

th
e ad

m
in

istratio
n

. D
o

 w
h

atev
er y

o
u

 th
in

k
 b

est." 

Israel w
as d

o
in

g
 ju

st th
at. T

h
e p

h
y
sical p

lan
t at D

im
o
n
a co

n
-

tin
u
ed

 to
 m

atu
re. T

h
e reacto

r w
en

t critical—
th

at is, b
eg

an
 a 

sustained chain reaction—
som

etim
e in 1962 w

ith no significant 

problem
s, and w

as capable of being operated at m
ore than sev-

en
ty

 m
eg

aw
atts, far g

reater th
an

 th
e tw

en
ty

-fo
u
r m

eg
aw

atts 

• L
ucet w

as offended by M
cC

one's action and, upon his return to P
aris, relayed the 

in
cid

en
t to

 B
ertran

d
 G

o
ld

sch
m

id
t. "H

e ask
ed

 m
e if w

e co
u

ld
 sep

arate France fro
m

 

responsibility for the (Israeli) bom
b," G

oldschm
idt recalled w

ith a laugh. "1 said, 'N
o. 

N
o
t only d

id
 w

e tak
e th

e g
irl w

h
en

 sh
e w

as a v
irg

in
, b

u
t w

e m
ad

e h
er p

reg
n

an
t.' " 



Y
E

A
R

S
 O

F
 P

R
E

S
S

U
R

E
 

d
ra

fte
d
 b

y Y
u
va

l N
e
e
m

a
n
, a

 p
h
ysicist a

n
d
 d

e
fe

n
se

 m
in

istry in
-

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 o

ffic
e
r w

h
o
 w

a
s
 d

ire
c
tly

 in
v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 th
e
 n

u
c
le

a
r 

w
e
a
p
o
n
s p

ro
g
ra

m
. "It w

a
s n

o
t a

 frie
n
d
ly e

xch
a
n
g
e
," N

e
e
m

a
n
 

re
c
a
lle

d
. "K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 w

a
s
 w

ritin
g
 lik

e
 a

 b
u
lly

. It w
a
s
 b

ru
ta

l." 

T
h
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t m

a
d
e
 su

re
 th

a
t th

e
 Isra

e
li p

rim
e
 m

in
iste

r p
a
id

 

fo
r h

is
 d

e
fia

n
c
e
. In

 la
te

 A
p
ril, E

g
y
p
t, S

y
ria

, a
n
d
 Ira

q
 u

n
ite

d
 to

 

fo
rm

 th
e
 sh

o
rt-live

d
 A

ra
b
 F

e
d
e
ra

tio
n
; su

ch
 u

n
ity w

a
s B

e
n
-G

u
-

rio
n
's

 re
c
u
rrin

g
 n

ig
h
tm

a
re

. H
e
 in

s
tin

c
tiv

e
ly

 tu
rn

e
d
 to

 W
a
s
h
-

in
g
to

n
, a

n
d
 p

ro
p
o
s
e
d -

in
 a

 le
tte

r to
 th

e
 P

re
s
id

e
n
t th

a
t th

e
 

U
n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s a
n
d
 S

o
vie

t U
n
io

n
 jo

in
 fo

rce
s to

 p
u
b
licly d

e
cla

re
 

th
e
 te

rrito
ria

l in
te

g
rity

 a
n
d
 s

e
c
u
rity

 o
f e

v
e
ry

 M
id

d
le

 E
a
s
te

rn
 

sta
te

. "If yo
u
 ca

n
 sp

a
re

 a
n
 h

o
u
r o

r tw
o
 fo

r a
 d

iscu
ssio

n
 w

ith
 m

e
 

o
n
 th

e
 situ

a
tio

n
 a

n
d
 p

o
ssib

le
 so

lu
tio

n
s," B

e
n
-G

u
rio

n
 a

ske
d
, "I 

a
m

 p
re

p
a
re

d
 to

 fly
 to

 W
a
s
h
in

g
to

n
 a

t y
o
u
r c

o
n
v
e
n
ie

n
c
e
 a

n
d
 

w
ith

o
u
t a

n
y
 p

u
b
lic

ity
." K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 re

je
c
te

d
 B

e
n
-G

te
rio

n
's

 o
ffe

r 

o
f a

 sta
te

 visit a
n
d
 e

xp
re

sse
d
 "re

a
l re

se
rva

tio
n
s," a

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 

B
e
n
-G

u
rio

n
's b

io
g
ra

p
h
y, a

b
o
u
t a

n
y jo

in
t sta

te
m

e
n
t o

n
 th

e
 issu

e
 

w
ith

 th
e
 S

o
v
ie

ts
. F

iv
e
 d

a
y
s
 la

te
r, a

 d
is

a
p
p
o
in

te
d
 B

e
n
-G

u
rio

n
 

se
n
t a

 se
co

n
d
 n

o
te

 to
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y: "M

r. P
re

sid
e
n
t, m

y p
e
o
p
le

 h
a
ve

 

th
e
 rig

h
t to

 e
x
is

t . . . a
n
d
 th

is
 e

x
is

te
n
c
e
 is

 in
 d

a
n
g
e
r." H

e
 re

-

q
u
e
s
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 s

ig
n
 a

 s
e
c
u
rity

 tre
a
ty

 w
ith

 

Isra
e
l. A

g
a
in

 th
e
 a

n
sw

e
r w

a
s n

o
, a

n
d
 it w

a
s cle

a
r to

 th
e
 M

a
p
a
i 

P
a
rty th

a
t B

e
n
-G

u
rio

n
's le

a
d
e
rsh

ip
 a

n
d
 h

is in
tra

cta
b
ility a

b
o
u
t 

D
im

o
n
a
 w

e
re

 se
rio

u
s lia

b
ilitie

s in
 W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
. G

o
ld

a
 M

e
ir a

c-

k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e
d
 to

 B
e
n
-G

u
rio

n
's

 b
io

g
ra

p
h
e
r, "W

e
 k

n
e
w

 a
b
o
u
t 

th
e
s
e
 a

p
p
ro

a
c
h
e
s
. . . W

e
 s

a
id

 n
o
th

in
g
, e

v
e
n
 th

o
u
g
h
 w

e
 w

o
n
- 

d
e
re

d
." 

A
 fe

w
 w

e
e
k
s
 la

te
r, o

n
 J

u
n
e
 1

6
, 1

9
6
3
, B

e
n
-G

u
rio

n
 a

b
ru

p
tly

 

re
s
ig

n
e
d
 a

s
 p

rim
e
 m

in
is

te
r a

n
d
 d

e
fe

n
s
e
 m

in
is

te
r, e

n
d
in

g
 h

is
 

fifte
e
n
-ye

a
r re

ig
n
 a

s Isra
e
l's m

o
st in

flu
e
n
tia

l p
u
b
lic o

fficia
l. 

T
h
e
 m

a
n
y a

cco
u
n
ts o

f B
e
n
-G

u
rio

n
's re

sig
n
a
tio

n
 h

a
ve

 a
ccu

-

ra
te

ly d
e
scrib

e
d
 th

e
 re

su
rg

e
n
ce

 o
f sca

n
d
a
l, p

u
b
lic d

istru
st, a

n
d
 

p
o
la

riza
tio

n
 th

a
t m

a
rke

d
 h

is la
st ye

a
rs. T

h
e
 L

a
vo

n
 A

ffa
ir, ste

m
-

m
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e
 se

rie
s o

f p
re

--S
u
e
z W

a
r sa

b
o
ta

g
e
 a

ctivitie
s in

sid
e
 

E
g
yp

t, h
a
d
 co

m
e
 b

y th
e
 e

a
rly 1

9
6
o
s to

 d
o
m

in
a
te

 m
u
ch

 o
f th

e
 

p
u
b
lic

 a
g
e
n
d
a
 in

s
id

e
 Is

ra
e
l, a

s
 n

e
w

 re
v
e
la

tio
n
s
 c

a
m

e
 to

 lig
h
t 

official lam
en

ted
, "

is ■ very p
oorly in

form
ed

 b
u

reau
cracy—

even
 if th

ere arc p
eop

le 

w
illin

g to b
u

ck
 th

e system
 an

d
 ask

 tab
oo q

u
estion

s."
 

l2
0
 	

T
H

E
 S

A
M

S
O

N
 O

P
T

IO
N

 

p
u
b
lic

ly
 a

c
k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 B

e
n
-G

u
rio

n
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t R

u
n
-

n
in

g
 th

e
 p

la
n
t h

o
tte

r w
o
u
ld

 c
re

a
te

 m
o
re

 p
lu

to
n
iu

m
 b

y
-p

ro
d
u
c
t 

to
 b

e
 re

p
ro

ce
sse

d
, a

n
d
 a

 la
rg

e
r n

u
cle

a
r w

e
a
p
o
n
s sto

ckp
ile

 th
a
n
 

a
n
y
 o

u
ts

id
e
r c

o
u
ld

 a
n
tic

ip
a
te

. L
a
te

r th
a
t y

e
a
r, th

e
 p

riv
a
te

 

F
re

n
c
h
 c

o
n
s
tru

c
tio

n
 c

o
m

p
a
n
ie

s
 a

t D
im

o
n
a
, a

lw
a
y
s
 e

a
g
e
r fo

r 

b
u
s
in

e
s
s
, b

e
g
a
n
 o

n
c
e
 a

g
a
in

 to
 w

o
rk

 o
n
 th

e
 v

ita
l c

h
e
m

ic
a
l 

re
p
ro

c
e
s
s
in

g
 p

la
n
t u

n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 a

t D
im

o
n
a
--d

e
s
p
ite

 d
e
 

G
a
u
lle

's in
siste

n
ce

 th
a
t F

ra
n
ce

 w
o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 n
o
th

in
g
 m

o
re

 to
 d

o
 

w
ith

 th
e
 Is

ra
e
li b

o
m

b
. T

h
e
 F

re
n
c
h
 w

o
u
ld

 b
u
ild

 a
t a

 fu
rio

u
s
 

p
a
c
e
 fo

r th
e
 n

e
x
t th

re
e
 y

e
a
rs

, a
t h

ig
h
 p

a
y
, fin

is
h
in

g
 th

e
 

re
p
ro

c
e
s
s
in

g
 p

la
n
t a

n
d
 th

e
 e

la
b
o
ra

te
 w

a
s
te

 tre
a
tm

e
n
t a

n
d
 

sa
fe

ty fa
cilitie

s th
a
t w

e
re

 e
sse

n
tia

l. F
re

n
ch

 te
ch

n
icia

n
s a

n
d
 e

n
-

g
in

e
e
rs

, w
h
o
 h

a
d
 b

e
g
u
n
 d

riftin
g
 a

w
a
y
, w

e
re

 b
a
c
k
 in

 fo
rc

e
 in

 

B
e
e
rsh

e
b
a
, w

h
o
se

 p
o
p
u
la

tio
n
 w

a
s g

ro
w

in
g
 ste

a
d
ily (it re

a
ch

e
d
 

se
ve

n
ty th

o
u
sa

n
d
 b

y 1
9
7
0
). 

Is
ra

e
li a

n
d
 F

re
n
c
h
 s

c
ie

n
tis

ts
 c

o
n
tin

u
e
d
 to

 c
o
o
p
e
ra

te
 a

t th
e
 

F
re

n
ch

 n
u
cle

a
r te

st sire
 in

 th
e
 S

a
h
a
ra

, a
s th

e
 e

xp
e
rim

e
n
ts b

e
-

ca
m

e
 m

o
re

 w
e
a
p
o
n
s-o

rie
n
te

d
. B

y la
te

 1
9
6
1
, th

e
 F

re
n
ch

 h
a
d
 b

e
-

g
u
n
 a

 se
rie

s o
f u

n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 te

sts a
n
d
 w

e
re

 p
e
rfe

ctin
g
 a

 se
rie

s 

o
f m

in
ia

tu
riz

e
d
 w

a
rh

e
a
d
s
 fo

r u
s
e
 in

 a
irc

ra
ft a

n
d
, e

v
e
n
tu

a
lly

, 

m
issile

s. T
h
e
re

 w
e
re

 fu
rth

e
r te

sts in
 th

e
 e

a
rly 1

9
6
0
5
 o

f a
 m

o
re

 

a
d
va

n
ce

d
 S

h
a
vit ro

cke
t syste

m
, w

ith
 n

o
 m

o
re

 p
u
b
lic a

n
n
o
u
n
ce

-

m
e
n
ts

; C
IA

 a
n
a
ly

s
ts

 a
s
s
u
m

e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 lo

n
g
-ra

n
g
e
 ro

c
k
e
t w

a
s
 

m
e
a
n
t fo

r m
ilita

ry
 use. A

n
d
 in

 1
9
6
3
 Isra

e
l p

a
id

 $
to

o
 m

illio
n
 to

 

th
e
 p

riva
te

ly o
w

n
e
d
 D

a
ssa

u
lt C

o
m

p
a
n
y o

f F
ra

n
ce

, th
e
n
 o

n
e
 o

f 

th
e
 w

o
rld

's
 m

o
s
t s

u
c
c
e
s
s
fu

l m
is

s
ile

 a
n
d
 a

irc
ra

ft firm
s
, fo

r th
e
 

jo
in

t d
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
t a

n
d
 m

a
n
u
fa

c
tu

re
 o

f tw
e
n
ty

-fiv
e
 m

e
d
iu

m
-

ra
n
g
e
 Isra

e
li m

issile
s. It w

a
s a

n
ticip

a
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 m

issile
, to

 b
e
 

k
n
o
w

n
 to

 th
e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 c

o
m

m
u
n
ity

 a
s
 th

e
 J

e
ri-

ch
o
 I, w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 a

b
le

 to
 d

e
live

r a
 m

in
ia

tu
rize

d
 n

u
cle

a
r w

a
rh

e
a
d
 

to
 ta

rg
e
ts th

re
e
 h

u
n
d
re

d
 m

ile
s a

w
a
y. 

B
y sp

rin
g
 o

f 1
9
6
3
, K

e
n
n
e
d
y's re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 B

e
n
-G

u
rio

n
 re

-

m
a
in

e
d
 a

t a
n
 im

p
a
sse

 o
ve

r D
im

o
n
a
, a

n
d
 th

e
 co

rre
sp

o
n
d
e
n
ce

 

b
e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 tw

o
 b

e
ca

m
e
 in

cre
a
sin

g
ly so

u
r. N

o
n
e
 o

f th
o
se

 le
t-

te
rs h

a
s b

e
e
n
 m

a
d
e
 p

u
b
lic.' B

e
n
-G

u
rio

n
's re

sp
o
n
se

s w
e
re

 b
e
in

g
 

• T
h

e K
en

n
ed

y exch
an

ges w
ith

 B
en

-G
u

rion
 also h

ave n
o
t b

een
 released

 to U
.S

. 

govern
m

en
t officials w

ith
 fu

ll clearan
ces w

h
o h

ave arrem
p

ted
 to w

rite classified
 h

isto-

ries of th
e p

eriod
. "

T
h

e cu
lm

in
ate resu

lt"
 of su

ch
 rigid

 secu
rity, on

e form
er A

m
erican 



126 	
THE SAM

SON OPTION 	
YEARS OF PRESSURE 	

127 

w
ith

 th
e test b

an
 treaty

, w
h
eth

er o
fficially

 sig
n
ed

 o
r n

o
t. T

h
e 

B
u
n
d
y
 m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

 rem
ain

ed
 fix

ed
 in

 E
llsb

erg
's m

em
o
ry

: it 

w
as dated N

ovem
ber 

2
2
, 1963, the day of K

ennedy's assassina-

tion in D
allas, T

exas. 
K

ennedy's successor, L
yndon Johnson, like m

any V
ice P

resi-

d
en

ts, h
ad

 b
een

 left in
 th

e d
ark

 o
n
 sen

sitiv
e n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 

issu
es b

y
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 h

is to
p
 aid

es. "Jo
h
n
so

n
 w

en
t b

er-

serk upon being briefed in by the A
gency," a form

er high-level 

A
m

erican
 in

tellig
en

ce o
fficial recalled

. "H
e d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

 an
y
-

th
in

g
 ab

o
u
t th

e p
ro

b
lem

 an
d
 h

e cu
rsed

 K
en

n
ed

y
 fo

r cu
ttin

g
 

h
im

 o
u
t."' 

Jo
h

n
so

n
's ties to

 Israel w
ere stro

n
g

 lo
n

g
 b

efo
re h

e b
ecam

e 

P
resid

en
t. T

w
o
 o

f h
is clo

sest ad
v
isers, law

y
ers A

b
e F

o
rtas 

(later n
am

ed
 to

 th
e S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt) an

d
 E

d
w

in
 L

. W
eisl, S

r., 

w
h
ile n

o
t p

articu
larly

 relig
io

u
s, felt d

eep
ly

 ab
o
u
t th

e secu
rity

 

o
f Israel. Jo

h
n
so

n
 also

 h
ad

 k
n
o
w

n
 o

f A
b
e F

ein
b
erg

 an
d
 h

is 

fu
n

d
-raisin

g
 sk

ills sin
ce th

e T
ru

m
an

 y
ears; F

ein
b

erg
 w

as 

am
o
n
g
 th

o
se w

h
o
 h

ad
 raised

 m
o
n
ey

 fo
r Jo

h
n
so

n
's su

ccessfu
l 

1948 cam
paign for the S

enate. 

th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 b

y
 th

e
 e

a
rly

 1
9
6
o
s
 fo

r ire
 s

tra
te

g
ic

 n
u
c
le

a
r d

e
liv

e
ry

 v
e
h
ic

le
s
, a

 s
ta

tu
s
 

th
a

t e
x
is

te
d

 in
to

 th
e

 e
a

rly
 tw

o
s
.) T

h
e K

en
n

ed
y
 a

d
m

in
istra

tio
n

 co
n

tin
u

ed
 to

 a
n

ta
g
o
n

ize 

th
e F

ren
ch

 o
n

 n
u

clea
r issu

es. S
ecreta

ry
 o

f D
efen

se 
R

o
b

ert M
cN

a
m

a
ra

, d
istressed

 a
t 

F
ra

n
ce's n

u
clea

r in
d

ep
en

d
en

ce a
n

d
 its co

n
tin

u
ed

 testin
g
  in

 th
e

 S
a

h
a

ra
, w

e
n

t o
n

 a
 

p
u

b
lic ca

m
p

a
ig

n
 in

 1965 a
ga

in
st th

e fo
rce

 d
e
 fra

p
p
e
. In

 a
 fa

m
o
u

s sp
rin

g
 co

m
m

en
cem

en
t 

a
d

d
ress a

t th
e U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f M
ich

iga
n

 (in
 w

h
ich

 h
e a

n
n

o
u

n
ced

 th
a

t th
e U

n
ited

 S
ta

tes 

w
a
s m

o
v
in

g
 a

w
a
y
 in

 its
 ta

rg
e
tin

g
 fro

m
 m

a
s
s
iv

e
 re

ta
lia

tio
n
 to

 lim
ite

d
 n

u
c
le

a
r w

a
r), 

M
c
N

a
m

a
ra

 criticized
 "w

e
a

k
 n

a
tio

n
a

l n
u

c
le

a
r fo

rc
e

s
" a

s
 b

e
in

g
 "d

a
n

g
e

ro
u

s
, e

x
p

e
n

s
iv

e
, 

p
ro

n
e
 to

 o
b
so

le
sce

n
ce

, a
n

d
 la

ck
in

g
 in

 c
re

d
ib

ility
 a

s
 a

 d
e

te
rre

n
t." In

s
te

a
d

, h
e

 in
s
is

te
d

, 

th
e

 n
a

tio
n

s
 o

f E
u

ro
p

e sh
o
u

ld
 b

u
y
 A

m
e

ric
a

n
 a

rm
s
 a

n
d

 ro
c
k
e

ts
 to

 b
u

ild
 u

p
 th

e
ir c

o
n

v
e

n
-

tio
n
a
l fo

rc
e
s
 a

n
d
 le

t th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
tes h

a
n

d
le th

e issu
e o

f n
u
c
le

a
r d

e
te

rre
n
c
e
. H

e
 h

a
d
 

d
e

liv
e

re
d
 e

s
s
e
n

tia
lly

 th
e sa

m
e m

essa
g
e a

 few
 w

eek
s ea

rlier in
 A

th
en

s, en
ra

g
in

g
  n

o
r o

n
ly

 

d
e G

a
u

lle, b
u

t A
m

erica
's N

A
T

O
 a

llies. "
- . . (A

P
I th

e a
llies a

re a
n

g
ry

,"
 B

ritish
 P

rim
e 

M
in

ister H
a
ro

ld
 M

a
c
m

illa
n
 w

ro
te

 in
 h

is
 d

ia
ry

, "w
ith

 th
e A

m
erica

n
 p

ro
p

o
sa

l th
a
t w

e 

sh
o
u

ld
 b

u
y
 ro

ck
ers to

 th
e

 tu
n

e o
f u

m
p

teen
 m

illio
n

 d
o
lla

rs, th
e w

a
rh

ea
d

s to
 b

e u
n

d
er 

A
m

erica
n

 co
n

tro
l. T

h
is is n

o
t a

 E
u

ro
p

ea
n

 ro
ck

et. It's a
 ra

ck
et o

f th
e A

m
erica

n
 in

d
u

s-

try
. . . les ra

th
er sa

d
, b

eca
u

se th
e A

m
erica

n
s (w

h
o
 a

re n
a
iv

e a
n

d
 in

ex
p

erien
ced

) a
re 

u
p

 a
g
a
in

st cen
tu

ries o
f d

ip
lo

m
a

tic
 s

k
ill a

n
d

 fin
e

s
s
e

." C
o
n

tin
u

ed
 U

.S
. o

p
p

o
sitio

n
 to

 th
e 

fo
ra

 d
e
 fra

p
p
e
 
w

a
s o

n
e rea

so
n

 fo
r d

e G
a
u

lle's 1
9
6
6
 d

ecisio
n

 to
 rem

o
v
e F

ra
n

ce fro
m

 

N
A

T
O

's m
ilita

ry
 o

rg
a
n

iza
tio

n
 a

n
d

 ev
ict N

A
T

O
 h

ea
d

q
u

a
rters a

n
d

 a
ll a

llied
 m

ilita
ry

 

fa
cilities fro

m
 F

ren
ch

 territo
ry

. 

• J
o
h

n
so

n
 sim

ila
rly

 h
a
d

 b
een

 ex
clu

d
ed

 fro
m

 th
e in

ten
se m

eetin
g
s a

n
d

 d
iscu

ssio
n

s 

d
u

rin
g
  th

e C
u

b
a
n

 m
issile crisis th

e y
ea

r b
efo

re, a
n

d
 it w

a
s left to

 J
o
h

n
 M

cC
o
n

e to
 tell 

th
e V

ice P
resid

en
t a

b
o

u
t th

e issu
e ju

st h
o

u
rs b

efo
re it w

a
s to

 b
e m

a
d

e p
u

b
lic. "

J
o

h
n

so
n

 

w
a

s p
issed

,"
 M

cC
o

n
e la

ter to
ld

 W
a

lt E
ld

er, a
n

d
, "

h
a

rru
m

p
h

in
g

 a
n

d
 b

elch
in

g
,"

 th
rea

t-

en
ed

 n
o

t to
 su

p
p

o
rt th

e P
resid

en
t o

n
 th

e issu
e if th

e S
en

a
te lea

d
ersh

ip
 d

id
 n

o
t. M

cC
o

n
e 

a
ssu

red
 th

e V
ice P

resid
en

t th
a
t th

e S
en

a
te w

a
s in

d
eed

 b
a
ck

in
g
 th

e P
resid

en
t, a

n
d

 th
e 

p
la

ca
ted

 V
ice P

resid
en

t rev
ersed

 co
u

rse. 

T
here w

as a m
uch deeper link, how

ever, that had nothing to 

do w
ith cam

paign funds: Johnson had visited the N
azi concen-

tratio
n

 cam
p

 at D
ach

au
 w

h
ile o

n
 a co

n
g

ressio
n

al fact-fin
d

in
g

 

trip
 at th

e en
d
 o

f W
o
rld

 W
ar II. H

is w
ife, L

ad
y
 B

ird
, to

ld
 a 

T
ex

as h
isto

rian
 y

ears after Jo
h
n
so

n
's d

eath
 th

at h
e h

ad
 re-

turned `lust shaken, bursting w
ith overpow

ering revulsion and 

incredulous horror at w
hat he had seen. H

earing about it is one 

thing, being there is another." T
here are no photographs of the 

visit, but Johnson's congressional archives contain a full set of 

U
.S

. A
rm

y
 p

h
o
to

s tak
en

 tw
o
 d

ay
s after th

e lib
eratio

n
 o

f th
e 

death cam
p on A

pril 3o, 1945. 
Johnson's sensitivity to the plight of E

uropean Jew
s had be-

gun even before W
orld W

ar II w
hen, as a young congressm

an 

fro
m

 T
ex

as, h
e w

as u
rg

ed
 b

y
 Jew

ish
 su

p
p
o
rters in

 h
is h

o
m

e 

district to cut through W
ashington's red tape and get asylum

 in 

A
m

erica for G
erm

an refugees running for their lives. O
nce the 

refu
g
ees g

o
t in

to
 th

e co
u
n
try

, Jo
h
n
so

n
 h

ad
 w

o
rk

ed
 h

ard
 to

 

keep them
 in, and his congressional files show

 that E
rich L

eins-

dorf, the em
inent conductor, w

as am
ong those w

hose deporta-

tio
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 h

ad
 p

rev
en

ted
. L

ein
sd

o
rf h

ad
 m

ad
e a stu

n
n
in

g
 

A
m

erican debut w
ith N

ew
 Y

ork's M
etropolitan O

pera in 1938, 

but w
as scheduled to be deported late in the year w

hen his six-

m
o
n
th

 v
isa w

as u
p
. D

ep
o
rtatio

n
 to

 A
u
stria after th

e N
azi A

n
-

schluss in V
ienna m

e-ant slow
 death in a concentration cam

p. 

Johnson w
on the respect and the financial backing of the Jew

-

ish
 co

m
m

u
n
ity

 in
 T

ex
as b

y
 tak

in
g
 o

n
 th

e L
ein

sd
o
rf case, an

d
 

o
th

ers, an
d
 fin

d
in

g
 a w

ay
 to

 circu
m

v
en

t th
e ru

les.' 
P

resident Johnson stayed loyal to his old friends. F
ive w

eeks 

after assum
ing office, he dedicated a new

ly constructed A
ustin 

synagogue, A
gudas A

chim
, as a favor to Jam

es N
ovy, a long-

tim
e T

exas political ally and Z
ionist leader w

ho w
as chairm

an 

o
f th

e b
u
ild

in
g
 co

m
m

ittee. H
e w

as th
e first A

m
erican

 P
resi-

dent to do so, yet only a few
 new

spapers took note of the event. 

In
 h

is in
tro

d
u
ctio

n
, N

o
v
y
, o

n
ce th

e S
o
u
th

w
est reg

io
n
al chair- 

• J
ew

s in
 E

u
ro

p
e fo

u
n

d
 it ex

trem
ely

 d
ifficu

lt in
 th

e tin
o
s to

 g
et v

isa
s fo

r th
e U

n
ite

d
 

S
ta

tes, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 A
m

e
ric

a
n
 im

m
ig

ra
tio

n
 q

u
o
ta

s
 w

e
n
t u

n
fille

d
. B

e
tw

e
e
n
 1

9
3
3
 a

n
d
 m

ill, fo
r 

ex
a

m
p

le, o
n

ly
 17 ,a

o
ci G

erm
a
n

 J
ew

s w
ere g

ra
n

ted
 en

try
 v

isa
s to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
ta

tes, fa
r 

less 
th

a
n

 th
e ta

9
,8

7
5
 p

erm
issib

le u
n

d
er th

e q
u

o
ta

s. M
o
re o

n
 J

o
h

n
so

n
's ea

rly
 ro

le in
 

s
u

p
p

o
rt o

f J
e

w
s
 c

a
n

 be 
fo

u
n

d
 in

 "
P

ro
lo

g
u

e. L
B

J
's F

o
rei g

n
 A

ffa
irs B

a
ck

g
ro

u
n

d
,"

 a
n

 

u
n

p
u

b
lish

ed
 inlo  U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f T
ex

a
s d

o
cto

ra
l th

esis b
y

 L
o

u
is S

. G
o

m
o

la
k

. 
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E

 

John K
ennedy, profoundly com

m
itted to the principle 

o
f n

o
n
p
ro

liferatio
n
, co

n
tin

u
ed

 th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t 1

9
6
2
 to

 p
ressu

re 

B
en

-G
u
rio

n
 ab

o
u
t in

tern
atio

n
al in

sp
ectio

n
 an

d
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 

receiv
e th

e p
rim

e m
in

ister's b
lan

d
 an

d
 irritatin

g
 assu

ran
ces 

that Israel had no intention of becom
ing an atom

ic pow
er. T

he 

P
resident w

as far too politically astute not to understand, as he 

angrily told his friend C
harles B

artlett, that the Israeli "sons of 

b
itch

es lie to
 m

e co
n
stan

tly
 ab

o
u
t th

eir n
u
clear cap

ab
ility

." 

O
n
e so

lu
tio

n
 w

as to
 h

elp
 g

et B
en

-G
u
rio

n
, th

en
 em

b
attled

 in
 

the m
ost serious crisis of his political career, out of office. 

A
 few

 d
ay

s after C
h
ristm

as 1
9
6
2
, K

en
n
ed

y
 m

ad
e w

h
at 

am
ounted to a direct m

ove against the prim
e m

inister's leader-

ship. H
e in

v
ited

 F
o
reig

n
 M

in
ister G

o
ld

a M
eir, o

n
e o

f B
en

-

G
urion's leading critics inside the cabinet and the M

apai P
arty, 

to his P
alm

 B
each, F

lorida, hom
e for a seventy-m

inute private 

talk
. M

eir m
ad

e n
o
 secret o

f th
e fact th

at sh
e resen

ted
 B

en
-

G
u
rio

n
 fo

r p
erm

ittin
g
 h

is aco
ly

tes, S
h
im

o
n
 P

eres an
d
 M

o
sh

e 

D
ayan, to operate behind the back of the foreign m

inistry; she 

an
d
 o

th
er p

arty
 m

em
b
ers w

h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 b

o
rn

 in
 E

astern
 E

u
-

ro
p
e, su

ch
 as L

ev
i E

sh
k
o
l, th

e treasu
ry

 m
in

ister, w
ere co

n
-

v
in

ced
 th

at B
en

-G
u
rio

n
 ch

o
se to

 rely
 o

n
 y

o
u
n
g
 m

en
 su

ch
 as 

P
eres and D

ayan only because they w
ould be m

ore reluctant to 

stan
d
 u

p
 to

 h
im

. 

T
h
e d

eclassified
 m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

 o
n
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
-M

eir m
eet-

in
g
 co

n
tain

s n
o
 sp

ecific m
en

tio
n
 o

f n
u
clear w

eap
o
n
s (so

m
e 

p
arag

rap
h
s w

ere d
eleted

 fo
r n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 reaso

n
s), b

u
t 

th
ere is little d

o
u
b
t th

at K
en

n
ed

y
 p

o
in

ted
ly

 raised
 th

e issu
e. 

T
h
e m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

 fu
rth

er sh
o
w

s th
at K

en
n
ed

y
 m

ad
e an

 ex
-

trao
rd

in
ary

 p
riv

ate co
m

m
itm

en
t to

 Israel's d
efen

se. "W
e are 
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H
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A

M
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O
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P
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sk
in

g
 th

e co
o
p
eratio

n
 o

f Israel in
 th

e sam
e w

ay
 th

at w
e are 

o
o
p
eratin

g
 w

ith
 Israel to

 h
elp

 m
eet its n

eed
s," K

en
n
ed

y
 to

ld
 

4
eir. "Israel d

o
u
b
tless th

in
k
s o

f itself as d
eep

ly
 en

d
an

g
ered

. 

. . O
u
r p

o
sitio

n
 in

 th
ese m

atters m
ay

 seem
 to

 b
e ask

in
g
 Israel 

o
 n

eg
lect its in

terests. T
h

e reaso
n

 w
e d

o
 it is n

o
t th

at w
e are 

in
frien

d
ly

 to
 Israel; b

u
t in

 o
rd

er to
 h

elp
 m

o
re effectiv

ely
. I 

h
in

k
 it is q

u
ite

 c
le

a
r th

a
t in

 c
a
se

 o
f a

n
 in

v
a
sio

n
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

itates w
o
u
ld

 co
m

e to
 th

e su
p
p
o
rt o

f Israel. W
e h

av
e th

at cap
ac-

ty
 an

d
 it is g

ro
w

in
g
." It w

as lan
g
u
ag

e n
o
 Israeli h

ad
 ev

er h
eard

 

*
ro

m
 D

w
ig

h
t E

isen
h
o
w

er. 
M

o
m

en
ts later, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

, K
en

n
ed

y
—

an
ticip

atin
g
 th

e ch
ro

n
ic crisis th

at w
o
u
ld

 b
e created

 b
y
 th

e 

refu
g
ees o

f th
e W

est B
an

k
 an

d
 G

aza S
trip

—
ex

p
ressed

 h
is reg

ret 

th
at th

e A
rab

 resettlem
en

t p
lan

 h
ad

 failed
 an

d
 said

 h
is ad

m
in

is-

tratio
n
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t g

iv
e u

p
 try

in
g
 to

 fin
d
 so

m
e so

lu
tio

n
 to

 th
e 

refu
g
ee situ

atio
n
. H

e ad
d
ed

 th
at th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates "is really

 

in
terested

 in
 Israel. . . W

h
at w

e w
an

t fro
m

 Israel arises b
e-

cau
se o

u
r relatio

n
sh

ip
 is a tw

o
-w

ay
 street. Israel's secu

rity
 in

 

th
e lo

n
g
 ru

n
 d

ep
en

d
s in

 p
art o

n
 w

h
at it d

o
es w

ith
 th

e A
rab

s, 

b
u
t also

 o
n
 u

s." 
K

en
n
ed

y
's co

m
m

itm
en

t to
 G

o
ld

a M
eir, alo

n
g
 w

ith
 h

is d
eci-

sio
n
 to

 sell th
e H

aw
k
 m

issiles, am
o
u
n
ted

 to
 a tu

rn
in

g
 p

o
in

t in
 

A
m

erican
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 to
w

ard
 Israel—

o
n
e little n

o
ted

 ev
en

 

to
d
ay

. T
h

e K
en

n
ed

y
 o

ffer m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 en

o
u
g

h
, if Israel's 

g
o
al h

ad
 b

een
 to

 fo
rg

e a m
ilitary

 p
artn

ersh
ip

 w
ith

 th
e U

n
ited

 

S
tates. B

u
t Israel's n

eed
s w

ere far m
o
re b

asic. 

Jo
h
n
 M

cC
o
n
e rem

ain
ed

 ag
itated

 ab
o
u
t th

e Israeli b
o
m

b
 an

d
 th

e 

failu
re o

f h
is ag

en
cy

 to
 d

eterm
in

e w
h
eth

er a ch
em

ical rep
ro

ces-

sin
g
 p

lan
t w

as b
u
ried

 u
n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 at D

im
o
n
a. H

e also
 w

as 

m
o
re o

u
tsp

o
k
en

 th
an

 an
y
 o

th
er K

en
n
ed

y
 in

sid
er o

n
 th

e issu
e; 

at a 1
9
6
2
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 d

in
n
er p

arty
 h

e p
u
b
licly

 rep
rim

an
d
ed

 

C
h
arles L

u
cet, a sen

io
r F

ren
ch

 fo
reig

n
 m

in
istry

 o
fficial, fo

r 

F
ran

ce's ro
le in

 th
e Israeli b

o
m

b
. L

u
cet, w

h
o
 h

ad
 serv

ed
 as 

d
ep

u
ty

 am
b
assad

o
r in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 in

 th
e late to

so
s (an

d
 w

o
u
ld

 

b
eco

m
e am

b
assad

o
r in

 1
9
6
5
), w

as seated
 n

ear M
cC

o
n
e, w

h
o
 at 

o
n
e
 p

o
in

t a
b
ru

p
tly

 a
sk

e
d
: "S

o
, M

r. L
u
c
e
t, y

o
u
r c

o
u
n
try

 is 

b
u
ild

in
g
 a rep

ro
cessin

g
 p

lan
t fo

r th
e Israelis?" L

u
cet rep

lied
 

w
ith

 w
h
at w

as F
ran

ce's p
u
b
lic p

o
sitio

n
 o

n
 th

e issu
e: "N

o
, w

e 

Y
E

A
R

S
 O

F
 P

R
E

S
S

U
R

E
 	

1
1
9
 

are b
u
ild

in
g
 a reacto

r." M
cC

o
n
e th

en
 tu

rn
ed

 h
is b

ack
 o

n
 L

u
cet 

an
d
 d

id
 n

o
t sp

eak
 to

 h
im

 fo
r th

e rest o
f th

e ev
en

in
g
; it w

as, 

g
iv

en
 F

ran
ce's h

ig
h
 stan

d
in

g
 w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 h

is w
ife, 

w
h
o
 w

ere b
o
th

 F
ran

co
p
h
iles, a p

o
in

ted
 reb

u
ff.' 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as co
n
stan

tly
 raisin

g
 th

e n
u
clear issu

e in
 h

is d
is-

cu
ssio

n
s w

ith
 sen

io
r Israelis—

an
d

 co
n

stan
tly

 g
ettin

g
 b

o
iler-

p
late an

sw
ers. In

 early
 A

p
ril 1

9
6
3
, S

h
im

o
n
 P

eres flew
 to

 th
e 

cap
ital to

 m
eet at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se o

n
 th

e still-p
en

d
in

g
 H

aw
k
 

sale, an
d
 w

as d
irectly

 ask
ed

 b
y
 th

e P
resid

en
t ab

o
u
t Israeli in

-

ten
tio

n
s. A

n
 Israeli n

u
clear b

o
m

l K
en

n
ed

y
 said

, "w
o
u
ld

 cre-

ate a v
ery

 p
erilo

u
s situ

atio
n
. T

h
at's w

h
y
 w

e h
av

e b
een

 d
ilig

en
t 

ab
o
u
t k

eep
in

g
 an

 ey
e o

n
 y

o
u
r effo

rt in
 th

e ato
m

ic field
. W

h
at 

can
 y

o
u
 tell m

e ab
o
u
t th

at?" P
eres's an

sw
er w

as a fab
ricatio

n
 

th
at w

o
u
ld

 b
eco

m
e th

e o
fficial Israeli resp

o
n
se fo

r y
ears to

 

co
m

e: "I can
 tell y

o
u
 fo

rth
rig

h
tly

 th
at w

e w
ill n

o
t in

tro
d
u
ce 

ato
m

ic w
eap

o
n
s in

to
 th

e reg
io

n
. W

e certain
ly

 w
o
n
't b

e th
e first ,  

to
 d

o
 so

. W
e
 h

a
v
e
 n

o
 in

te
re

st in
 th

a
t. O

n
 th

e
 c

o
n
tra

ry
, o

u
r 

in
terest is in

 d
e-escalatin

g
 th

e arm
am

en
t ten

sio
n
, ev

en
 in

 to
tal 

d
isarm

am
en

t." 
T

h
e ad

m
in

istratio
n
's lack

 o
f sp

ecific in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u
t Is-

raeli in
ten

tio
n
s w

as co
m

p
licated

 b
y
 th

e fact, as th
e P

resid
en

t 

h
ad

 to
 k

n
o
w

, th
at m

an
y
 sen

io
r m

em
b
ers o

f C
o
n
g
ress su

p
p
o
rted

 

th
e co

n
cep

t o
f a n

u
clear-arm

ed
 Israel. A

 few
 d

ay
s b

efo
re h

is 

m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t, P

eres h
ad

 d
iscu

ssed
 n

u
clear w

eap
-

o
n
s w

ith
 S

en
ato

r S
tu

art S
y
m

in
g
to

n
, a K

en
n
ed

y
 su

p
p
o
rter an

d
 

ran
k
in

g
 m

em
b
er o

f th
e S

en
ate A

rm
ed

 S
erv

ices C
o
m

m
ittee, an

d
 

h
ad

 b
een

 to
ld

, as P
eres to

ld
 h

is b
io

g
rap

h
er: "D

o
n
't b

e a b
u
n
ch

 

o
f fo

o
ls. D

o
n
't sto

p
 m

ak
in

g
 ato

m
ic b

o
m

b
s. A

n
d
 d

o
n
't listen

 to
 

th
e ad

m
in

istratio
n
. D

o
 w

h
atev

er y
o
u
 th

in
k
 b

est." 

Israel w
as d

o
in

g
 ju

st th
at. T

h
e p

h
y
sical p

lan
t at D

im
o
n
a co

n
-

tin
u

ed
 to

 m
atu

re. T
h

e reacto
r w

en
t critical—

th
at is, b

eg
an

 a 

su
stain

ed
 ch

ain
 reactio

n
—

so
m

etim
e in

 1
9
6
2
 w

ith
 n

o
 sig

n
ifican

t 

p
ro

b
lem

s, an
d
 w

as cap
ab

le o
f b

ein
g
 o

p
erated

 at m
o
re th

an
 sev

-

en
ty

 m
eg

aw
atts, far g

reater th
an

 th
e tw

en
ty

-fo
u
r m

eg
aw

atts 

• L
ucet w

as offended by M
cC

one's action and, upon his return to P
aris, relayed the 

in
cid

en
t to

 B
ertran

d
 G

o
ld

sch
m

id
t. "H

e ask
ed

 m
e if w

e co
u
ld

 sep
arate F

ran
ce fro

m
 

responsibility for the [Israeli] bom
b," G

oldschm
idr recalled w

ith a L
augh. "1 said, 'N

o. 

N
o
t o

n
ly

 d
id

 w
e rak

e th
e g

irl w
h
en

 sh
e w

as a v
irg

in
, b

u
t w

e m
ad

e h
er p

reg
n
an

t:" 
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m
an

 o
f th

e Z
io

n
ist O

rg
an

izatio
n
 o

f A
m

erica, lo
o
k
ed

 at th
e 

P
resid

en
t an

d
 said

, "W
e can

't ev
er th

an
k

 h
im

 en
o

u
g

h
 fo

r all 
th

o
se Jew

s h
e g

o
t o

u
t o

f G
erm

an
y

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e d

ay
s o

f H
itler." 

L
ad

y
 B

ird
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 later ex

p
lain

ed
: "Jew

s h
av

e b
een

 w
o
v
en

 
in

to
 th

e w
arp

 an
d

 w
o

o
f o

f all h
is y

ears." 

L
y

n
d

o
n

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 w

as q
u

ick
ly

 co
n

su
m

ed
 b

y
 th

e V
ietn

am
 W

ar, 
an

d
 w

h
at h

e saw
 as th

e stru
g
g
le o

f a sm
all d

em
o
cratic n

atio
n
 

against the forces of C
om

m
unism

. B
ut Israel likew

ise w
as per-

ceiv
ed

 as a b
esieg

ed
 d

em
o
cracy

 stan
d
in

g
 u

p
 to

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

U
nion and its clients in the A

rab w
orld. Johnson's strong em

o-
tional ties to Israel and his belief that S

oviet arm
s w

ere altering 
th

e b
alan

ce o
f p

o
w

er in
 th

e M
id

d
le E

ast d
ro

v
e h

im
 to

 b
eco

m
e 

th
e first A

m
erican

 P
resid

en
t to

 su
p
p
ly

 Israel w
ith

 o
ffen

siv
e 

w
eap

o
n
s an

d
 th

e first p
u
b
licly

 to
 co

m
m

it A
m

erica to
 its d

e-
fen

se. T
h

e A
m

erican
 Jew

ish
 co

m
m

u
n

ity
 ev

en
tu

ally
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
to

rn
 ap

art b
y

 Jo
h

n
so

n
's co

n
tin

u
ed

 p
ro

secu
tio

n
 o

f th
e V

ietn
am

 
W

ar, w
ith

 m
an

y
 Jew

ish
 lead

ers in
sistin

g
 th

at Jo
h
n
so

n
's 

stead
fast su

p
p
o
rt o

f Israel en
titled

 h
im

 to
 lo

y
alty

 o
n
 V

ietn
am

, 
w

h
ile o

th
ers co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 o

p
p

o
se th

e w
ar o

n
 p

rin
cip

le. 
In

 th
e early

 years of his presidency, how
ever, Johnson ech-

o
ed

 K
en

n
ed

y
's p

o
licy

 b
y

 u
rg

in
g

 Israel to
 su

b
m

it D
im

o
n

a to
 

In
tern

atio
n

al A
to

m
ic E

n
erg

y
 A

g
en

cy
 (IA

E
A

) in
sp

ectio
n

. H
is 

support for nonproliferation and his desire to end the C
old W

ar 
w

ere m
otivated by his belief that only by a relaxing of interna-

tio
n
al ten

sio
n
s co

u
ld

 h
e ach

iev
e h

is u
ltim

ate g
o
al—

th
e ex

ten
-

sio
n

 o
f th

e N
ew

 D
eal to

 all A
m

erican
s. A

 n
u

clear Israel w
as 

unacceptable: it could m
ean a nuclear E

gypt, increased S
oviet 

in
v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 th

e M
id

d
le E

ast, an
d
 p

erh
ap

s w
ar. 
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L
evi E

shkol's goal - W
as to

 fin
d

 a m
id

d
le g

ro
u

n
d

 b
e-

tw
een

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se, w

ith
 its in

sisten
ce o

n
 in

tern
atio

n
al 

inspections, and the pro-nuclear faction of the M
apai P

arty, led 
b

y
 D

av
id

 B
en

-G
u

rio
n

, w
h

o
, fro

m
 retirem

en
t, tu

rn
ed

 h
is 

in
sisten

ce o
n

 an
 Israeli n

u
clear arsen

al in
to

 a p
o

litical L
ast 

H
u
rrah

. 
T

h
e p

rim
e m

in
ister's d

ilem
m

a w
as n

o
t w

h
eth

er to
 g

o
 n

u
-

clear, b
u
t w

h
en

 an
d
 at w

h
at co

st, in
 term

s o
f th

e co
m

p
etin

g
 

n
eed

 to
 eq

u
ip

 an
d
 train

 th
e co

n
v
en

tio
n
al u

n
its o

f th
e arm

y
, 

navy, and air force. 
T

h
e debate o

v
er th

e n
u
clear o

p
tio

n
 h

ad
 su

rfaced
 in

 th
e n

a-
tion's new

spapers, in deliberately innocuous language, long be-
fore E

shkol took office. In m
id-1962, for exam

ple, S
him

on P
eres 

an
d
 fo

rm
er arm

y
 ch

ief o
f staff M

o
sh

e D
ay

an
, th

en
 B

en
-G

u
-

rion's m
inister of agriculture, took advantage of the funeral of a 

p
ro

m
in

en
t Z

io
n
ist m

ilitary
 lead

er to
 w

arn
 th

eir p
eers th

at Is-
rael's existence w

as linked to the "technological achievem
ents 

of the 19705" and investm
ent in "equipm

ent of the future." In
 

A
pril 1963, D

ayan w
rote an article for M

ao riv
, th

e aftern
o
o
n
 

new
spaper, urging the Israeli arm

s industry to keep pace w
ith 

E
g

y
p

tian
 P

resid
en

t G
am

al A
b

d
el N

asser's effo
rt to

 b
u

ild
 n

u
-

clear w
eap

o
n
s. "In

 th
e era o

f ro
ck

ets w
ith

 co
n
v
en

tio
n
al an

d
 

u
n
co

n
v
en

tio
n
al w

arh
ead

s," D
ay

an
 w

ro
te, "w

e m
u
st d

ilig
en

tly
,  

d
ev

elo
p
 th

o
se w

eap
o
n
s so

 th
at w

e d
o
n
't lag

." 
B

en-G
urion w

as even m
ore explicit in an interview

 w
ith col-

um
nist C

. L
. S

ulzberger of the N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
er five m

onths after 
leaving office. S

ulzberger quoted B
en-G

urion's concern about a 
ro

ck
et-arm

ed
 E

g
y

p
t an

d
 ad

d
ed

: "A
s a resu

lt h
e [B

en
-G

u
rio

n
] 

hints grim
ly that in its nearby D

im
ona reactor Israel itself m

ay 
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chief of staff, and Y
igal A

llon, a close E
shkol adviser and for-

m
er com

m
ander of the irregular P

alm
ach forces before the /948 

W
ar of Independence. L

ess com
pelling to the m

ilitary m
en w

as 
th

e m
o
ral arg

u
m

en
t ag

ain
st th

e b
o
m

b
 raised

 b
y
 so

m
e o

n
 th

e 
left an

d
 in

 acad
em

ia: th
at th

e Jew
ish

 p
eo

p
le, v

ictim
s o

f th
e 

H
o

lo
cau

st, h
ad

 an
 o

b
lig

atio
n

 to
 p

rev
en

t th
e d

eg
en

eratio
n

 o
f 

the A
rab-Israeli dispute into a w

ar of m
ass destruction. T

hose 
w

ho held that view
 d

id
 not underestim

ate the danger of a con-
v
en

tio
n
al arm

s race, b
u
t b

eliev
ed

 th
at, as S

im
h
a F

lap
an

, th
eir 

p
assio

n
ate sp

o
k
esm

an
, w

ro
te, "th

e q
u
alitativ

e ad
v
an

tag
es o

f 
Israel—

social cohesion and organization, education and techni-
cal sk

ills, in
tellig

en
ce an

d
 m

o
ral in

cen
tiv

e—
can

 b
e b

ro
u
g
h
t 

in
to

 p
lay

 o
n
ly

 in
 a co

n
v
en

tio
n
al w

ar fo
u
g
h
t b

y
 m

en
." 

A
 m

ajor com
plication in the debate, seem

ingly, w
as the A

rab 
an

d
 Israeli p

ress, w
h

ich
 ro

u
tin

ely
 p

u
b

lish
ed

 ex
ag

g
erated

 ac-
co

u
n

ts o
f each

 sid
e's w

eap
o

n
s o

f m
ass d

estru
ctio

n
. In

 Israel, 
there w

ere alarm
ist accounts of S

oviet and C
hinese support for 

an E
gyptian nuclear bom

b. E
gypt, in turn, publicly suggested 

that it had received a S
oviet com

m
itm

ent to com
e to its aid in 

case o
f an

 Israeli n
u

clear attack
, an

d
 P

resid
en

t G
am

al N
asser 

w
arn

ed
 in

 an
 in

terv
iew

 th
at "p

rev
en

tiv
e w

ar" w
as th

e "o
n

ly
 

an
sw

er" to
 a n

u
clear-arm

ed
 Israel. It w

as a 
period, S

im
ha 

F
lapan later w

rote, w
hen both Israel and E

gypt "w
ere trapped 

in
 a v

icio
u
s circle o

f ten
sio

n
 an

d
 su

sp
icio

n
 an

d
 w

ere d
o
in

g
 

everything possible to m
ake them

 a self-fulfilling prophecy." 
T

h
e o

fficials at th
e to

p
 in

 Israel u
n
d
ersto

o
d
 th

e d
ifferen

ce 
b

etw
een

 p
u

b
lic p

ercep
tio

n
s an

d
 p

riv
ate realities. B

efo
re th

e 
M

id
rash

a co
n

feren
ce, fo

r ex
am

p
le, B

in
y

am
in

 B
lu

m
b

erg
 p

re-
pared an analysis estim

ating that the A
rab w

orld w
ould not be 

able to develop sophisticated nuclear w
eapons for tw

enty-five 
years—

until 199o. T
he paper w

as im
portant to E

shkol, w
ho, as 

he told the conference, w
as considering three postures: a ready-

to
-g

o
 b

o
m

b
 in

 th
e b

asem
en

t; th
e n

u
clear o

p
tio

n
, w

ith
 th

e 
w

eap
o

n
s p

arts m
an

u
factu

red
 b

u
t n

o
t assem

b
led

; an
d

 fu
rth

er 
research

. "H
e said

," an
 Israeli recalled

, "'W
e're n

o
t in

 a 
hurry. It'll take the A

rabs tw
enty-five years.' " E

shkol's choice 
w

as to
 m

erely
 co

n
tin

u
e research

 an
d

 u
se th

at ad
d

ed
 tim

e to
 

"jum
p a stage"—

to bypass the crude plutonium
 w

eapon deto-
n

ated
 b

y
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates at N
ag

asak
i an

d
 g

o
 d

irectly
 to

 

m
ore efficient w

arhead designs. T
here w

as a second com
pelling 

argum
ent, along w

ith the issue of m
oney, for tem

porarily lim
-

itin
g

 th
e w

o
rk

 at D
im

o
n

a to
 research

: Israel as y
et h

ad
 n

o
 

lo
n
g
-ran

g
e aircraft o

r m
issiles in

 p
lace th

at w
ere cap

ab
le o

f 
accu

rately
 d

eliv
erin

g
 a b

o
m

b
 to

 targ
ets in

sid
e th

e S
o

v
iet 

U
n
io

n
, w

h
ich

 w
as alw

ay
s Israel's p

rim
ary

 n
u
clear targ

et; n
o
 

A
rab nation w

ould dare w
age w

ar against Israel, so the Israeli 
leadership thought, w

ithout S
oviet backing. 

L
evi E

shkol parlayed the M
idrasha decision into a strategic 

asset: he told W
ashington that he w

ould defer a decision on the 
nuclear arsenal in return for a com

m
itm

en
t to supply offensive 

arm
s th

at w
o

u
ld

 m
atch

 th
e q

u
ality

 o
f arm

s b
ein

g
 su

p
p

lied
 to

 
E

gypt by the S
oviet U

nion. It w
as m

ore than good enough for 
Jo

h
n

so
n

, w
h

o
 w

as lo
sin

g
 in

terest w
ith

 each
 p

assin
g

 y
ear in

 
w

aging political w
ar w

ith Israel over the bom
b. T

he P
resident 

rew
arded E

shkol's pledge of a delay by authorizing the sale to 
Israel in 1966 of forty-eight advanced A

-4E
 S

kyhaw
k tactical 

fig
h

ters, cap
ab

le o
f carry

in
g

 a p
ay

lo
ad

 o
f eig

h
t th

o
u

san
d

 
p

o
u

n
d

s. Jo
h

n
so

n
's refu

sal to
 ask

 m
o

re o
f th

e Israelis o
n

 th
e 

nuclear issue w
as eased by the strong evidence of renew

ed S
o-

v
iet eco

n
o

m
ic an

d
 m

ilitary
 co

m
m

itm
en

ts in
 th

e M
id

d
le E

ast: 
M

o
sco

w
 w

as m
o

v
in

g
 to

 en
co

u
rag

e A
rab

 so
cialism

 an
d

 u
n

ity
. 

F
o

r Jo
h

n
so

n
, th

is m
ean

t th
at th

e C
o

ld
 W

ar w
as m

o
v

in
g

 to
 th

e 
A

rab
 w

o
rld

, w
ith

 Israel serv
in

g
 as a su

rro
g
ate fo

r A
m

erica. 

E
sh

k
o
l's d

ecisio
n
 to

 p
u
t a h

o
ld

 o
n
 th

e n
u
clear issu

e en
rag

ed
 

B
en-G

urion, still sm
arting over the M

apai P
arry's handling of 

the L
avon A

ffair; B
en-G

urion eventually w
ould publicly com

-
p
are E

sh
k
o
l to

 N
ev

ille C
h
am

b
erlain

, th
e B

ritish
 p

rim
e m

in
is-

ter w
h

o
 attem

p
ted

 to
 ap

p
ease A

d
o

lf H
itler b

efo
re W

o
rld

 W
ar 

II. In June 1965, B
en-G

urion, talking darkly of E
shkol's "endan-

g
erin

g
 th

e n
atio

n
's secu

rity
," d

ram
atically

 resig
n

ed
 fro

m
 th

e 
M

apai P
arty and created a new

 party, know
n as R

ail (an acro-
nym

 for the Israel W
orkers' L

ist). H
e w

as joined by a reluctant 
but loyal P

eres, w
ho becam

e R
aft's pow

er broker, and the rest-
less D

ayan, w
ho had recently resigned as agricultural m

inister. 
B

en
-G

u
rio

n
's h

o
p

e w
as th

at R
afi co

u
ld

 cap
tu

re as m
an

y
 as 

tw
enty-five seats in the L

ao-m
em

ber K
nesset and em

erge as a 
m

ajor pow
er broker in Israeli politics. 



Dear Jerry, 	 1/18/93 

I've read abeet a fifth of Hersh'e The Samson Option. ft is impressive and well-
wretten, predictable for him. It is also dishonest, the reason I write you about it. I 

do not know whether you've read it and if you have not, 46ther you'61 have the time to 

read it critically. I did not begin that way but the farthur I got into it the more 

apparent it was to me that he intended a one—sided account of what presume is true, 

that Israel has the bomb. 

After reading this much of the balk I realized that he has been without any explanation 

of why Israel believed it required the bomb, with a single, passing mention that can be 

taken thateWay. This was Ike's failure to respond to teaGurion's request that Israel be 

included under the US nuclear shield. 

Along with the absence of any presentation of Israeli justification of proceeding with 

the bomb is an absence of any presentation of what, militarily and politically, Israel 

faced, particularly when it was so much weakker than it now is*  

He can be excused, if one stretched, for not have a chapter on this, but I do not ex—

Luse it and believe that both fairness and honesty required it. Othereise the book is 

polished propaganda, not a full and dependable account. 

Before Truman was elected, when I was still doing radio news at what became UGNS, 

I recall clearly that Egypt was importing all the nazi scientists it could get for mili-

tary projects. Of these I am clear in my recollection of missiles. 

Iraq's hostility to Israel is well—known, even historic. Did not Israel have to regard 

itself Cis a potential target of Iraqi atomic or nuclear bombs? 

Until Camp David, as he does not mention, the entire Muslim world was in a state of 

war with Israel. Those agreements led to is_wm -Egypt's recognition of the State of Israel. 

4s the only euslim country to recognize that state and the only ig;jnot to have presisted 
erAtee 

in a state of war with Israel. Therehave as their continuing policy wiping the state of 

Israel out. Noe these are things I not only did not read where they belong in such a book, 

up frpnt, I also checked thejLindex.Under PLO the index has three mentions only,114 with 

any subject ifidicated. I just thought to chock the index az. Arafat. Not there! 

Notthis is not that large a book that a few pages could not have been added in fair-

ness and in honesty 4 he tad intended either. 
So we have a book that is critical of Israel for developing the bomb that does not 

tell the redder why Israel deciddd to develop the bomb. Nor what the international attitude 

toward it is, as reflected at the DN. Nor why the enormous expenditurearwas investted in 

developing tne bomb at the cost of so many urgent needs that could not be met and at the 

cost of fantsatic indebtediess. 

There can be legitimate disagreements over what has to be included in sech a book 



. what might hot be. My own view is that on such/ subject all that within reason can 

be intei;preted as relevant should be included. 

One that I believe he should not have overlooked I realize others may regard differ- 

eNtly, but it gets to the invirnnment of Istael's belief it needed the boob. 

After all the wars the Arabs lost, when as the simple price for US recognition of 

the PLO it asked for only a statement that it recognized the right of the State of Isr9ral 

to live in peace within secure borders, the PLd itself rejected this through its executive , 

council but Arafat, under heavy pressure, pretended to. He did not. He couliqave been 
e, 

 
#u ice kee.! 

more overtly evasive and refus'la the issue...Abe statement- which still would not have been 

binding on the PLO. Iii actual statement the US arlethistration grabbed and interpreted as • ----- 
recognizing Israel did not. He did not mention the State of Isra7.. He spoke only of the 

"people" of Israel. That is deliberately not recognizing the right of the State to litre in 

peace, as the world pretended. And he soon blew that by refusing to condemn a PLO terrorist 

attack in which it got caught. 

To most of the readers the e eacts„and so many more like them will be unknown and thee 
Lee elite.  

44, nk from the approach he ee 2( en id I meal from reviews and commentaries they will be made to 

have anti-Merael feelings and attitudes or they will have these attitudes reinforced. 

Israel did not take the Iraqi nuclear plant out until 6/81, long, long after it was 
Leeet  

clear that - ;en aiming at the bomb and that in this much of the world had to have Iowa 

helped it, the world that sits in judgement of Israel on its bomb. Of course also the part 

of the world that pretended ignorance of what Iraq was up to while helping it do it. 

It was not long before the world was deeply indebted to the Israelis for ending the 

laqa bomb threat from Iraq. Which gives every indication of persisting ii it at all and 

very considerable costs. Including at this very minute. 

Wthat do you think the situation, especially our situation, would aave been if Saddam 

had that bimb to use during the gulf war? 

I(ce mentioned nothing about the other Muslim arms proliferation, all of which Israel 

has to consider is available for use against it-by states that persist in non-recognition 

and in a state of war. Nothing about the Muslim C1M capabilities, some rather well known. 

But these dangers to Israel deserve no mention in such a book? The other efforts against it, 

like trying to rhin Israel economically? 

If the state were not Israel and if the Muslims did not monopolize the world'g energy 

supplias I think there would be an entirely different reaction. Witness India and Pakistan, 
an 

China 	North Korea. And suspects, like South Agrica. And the current situation in which 

for all practical purposes the Atuslim world is silent about Iraq and what Saddam has been 

and is now doing. Including in challenging the UN and not living up to the agreement to 

which he did agree to end the gulf var....Hersh did not begin with honest intentions and 

udhat he evolved is not honest. Pt is propaganda. 


