Doar Hatt, 2/22/95

Feeling weaker than usual I'm abandéning my early-morning routine of a little
physical activity to take no chances. Ilo walking before the blood test L have three
mornings each Week and ne physical therapy after it. I've been kept alive since 1975
by an anticoagulent and once I hemorrhaged, three iests weekly to avpid that again.

I use the time to update you in HewOrleans, some after you let't, some before. I lave
a partial pecord of it for our Mistorye This may asplify that a bit.

Garrison was a great tragedy. ‘ersonally, too. “e was a real gifted man but as
I learhed too late he had the conscience of a stiff prick and was in many ways what
Sylvis Yeagher said, an Ayn Rabd character. In rotrospect I should have realized earlier
than I did that hd was maldng it up ag he went, had nothing, and was unwilling to or in-
capable of following real leads and doing something when that was more than possible
with some and not that difficult with otft\er aspects of the JFK assassination, parti-
cularly about Oswald in New Orleans.

You did not remember that strange glrl who visited me when you lived in the 300
blocl of Pine Street, with her then boyfriend. I'm surprised that You did not remembecr

that she actually stayed and slept on your Danish studio couch withyme, Slept only,

she on the outside. That time she stopped off with that boyfrlend.a;/atole & half-gallon
on J & B Scotch for mé. She was, as I learfed, a narcfink . Wuite pright and just as dare
ing. And she was a friend of two Commission witnesses, Philip Geraci III and Vance
Blolock, her age. She also knew Cgrlos Bringuicr. She wes a gifted and uninhibited liar
but what I checked out siacked.

I m:de a deal with Earrison te leave those three ldids alone in return for which I
would give him all I got. When he did not keep his word and used a fourth of those
ldds to undermine confidence in what she could say. I bawled him out with vigor in one
of those NOAC rooms he used instead of his office to the point where I believed that
brawny Sciambra, a former amatuer X éawweight boxer, the only other person there was
about to jump me, ¥he did lead me to some important info mation thet Garrison then
did not uses &fter Beraci had ignored three of his grand-jury subpoenaes.

One of the leads I got that he did nothing about was by doing what they had never
done. * mtamawad lpouglas Jones of the “Yones Printing company. “e had printed Oswald's
handbill, e’ yﬁ_rm in his insistence that it was (Mot Oswald who picked that job up
and no legs firm in'daylng that from the 100 or so pictures I shoeced him Thornley was the
s man who dide When that tape suffered a mysterious disappearancde i n Yarrison's office
+ reinterviewed Jones, that time with his assistant, Myra Silver, and both, independenty,
d=ka made the same identification. Gurrison then had 'J-'hornley indernindictment for perjry
and gtill did nothing about it.

47 er nmy staying wikh you got to be a bit &Such for Heanine T stayed for a few days
the next trip with Yohn Jiorg, a lit prof at Tulene, He had a hideaway he told his wife



{

[§ g ‘_L
was fot peace and wuie¥ in his work,“which inclidéd writing (ke actually began a novel
about me). L knew he as an FBL informer. While sta;.ng in his basement apartment rather
far uptowmn I interviewed large Kirkpatrick whose son Godfrey had lei‘gﬁ-iandevtlleﬂ mental
hospital with a pistol t kill Yarrison. That strange girl even told me what lind it
waes and when «arge produced it shewas correct, it was a Walther PPK. Godfrey had gotten
it froim one his docto¥s. Instead he broke his mother's arm. Marge invited me to use
a former slave quart.rs on her Yackson Ave. large home until fabor Day, when she rented
it annoually to a N.0,synphony first volinist.

boui s Ivin, ss usual, had that symped-up Chevvy II ﬁat nobody would useit was that
dangerous}assed up and ffﬂrﬂced for me but the Friday evening I got there it refused
to leave first g.ar so when I got off Proad and to a gas station * phoned J.B.Vela,
who had Foreign Car Impcr'l:s on éaronna. He had hed Youglas “ethbridge, a Bey of Pigs
captive and former bobv,hood neighbor and friend of Castro as his 3 manager when they
had come to visit me at the # 'fBleau. I refused to do what Douglas wanted me to do
to keep him out of the trouble he was hcaded fore So, when that car zfnkad ou’ L phoned
Velae ‘h(a sent for me in a nice Fiatfq—m-sports car and wanted to lend me an glmost
new sir conditioned Olds. I retused that because he was not charging me so we compromised
on that F:Lat: I used it to d.riv‘e%tu to ;‘;clcson to interview Godfrey. The girl insisted
on comeing. }t was .§uly 4. & lingsring mystery is holf she knew him, as she did, knew
all about how ﬂarge'a house was furnisked, with her a stranger to ,garge, even details
of h is likes and dislikes.Bft the poor man's mind wes gone. He was in a building from
which the patients were not allowed oute I won't go into the leads 1 could not follow
up but I t:ll you this to indicate that liar that she was she also knew things that
were true,és all I checked out was.

That two weeks I had four square meals. When lierge retired she leff the kitchen door
open and had two synthetic breakfasts for me. I used one. If I hud lunch it was a 10¢ pie
from the stand in the %gfl.da_ng in which _Qar:dson was officed, Driving out St. Q@rles
to get to {{(larga's at suppertinme I stopped of at a Burger Chef and got an ate vJ);'Lla I
was friving the few blocks to her home a 19¢ hamb’lx'x)rjer. I lost 15 pounds in those two
weeks and I was treated to those four supp’gragf %mmﬁi@" the restaurant of the man who
had seduced her son! (Her front door had the pasteon slogen, Reglster “oumwists, Not ¥
uu.ns.) %& been martied to the city cé@iitor of the Tumes-Picayune, by the ways

I went to Yones because + by then had a numebr of dependable leads on the fact that
in his picketing Uswald was not alone. I wanted t© learn morce about him in N.O.

Jesse Core became a friend and a source. Crarrison had never even spoken to him
although he was information officer of the ITH when Usuald picketed it and had been
active in Ythe campaien in which%'rison was first elected. last time I saw Jesse
was when 4 was there on the Hay case. I dranic him under the table at The Commander's
Palace, Fast heavy drinking I ever did, and wed|from there to a conference with



Shaw's junior cpunsel, Sal fmzeca. Thence to my last meting with dea.n AndT bwa, who
was also a fFiend by then. And helpful.

Although in end of itself it has no singinficance and Garrison really had nothing
on him, Shaw was not only a homosexual, he was SM. Loisel told me sbout the 2x4 with
meat hooks in it that Yim never used that on their search his detectives found in the
cieling of Shaw's badroom. I got the confirmation from the FBI in one of those lawsuits
I filed against it. But it was never possible to carry forward the undoubtedly irrelevant
the possibility of Sgpw's intelligence conncctions.

Jim's detectives were competent but he hever had them do any real investigating and
I believe it was frustrating to them. For example, from Elise Cerniglia, who ran the
Cuban Cathol ic “elief, I, learned that “swald was picketed reg\arly thent Bringuier,
had be not been a dope, would have spotted him much earlir than he did, 4s 1 told you,
from @eraci's pm:'l:u:rt:_g'&:";t £ then from him Jlearned that he saw Yswald at “ringuier's
months earlier than “ringuier testifbed. %\ as just after Oswald got back to N.O. Jim
made no effort to luarn who Oswald's associates vere.

Jim's staff did not trust Boxdey but it was not that Boxley was still working for
the CIA: it was that he was too loagi Eo Yarrison. He went out and made up what seeued

to prove whwt Q.rrisou had made upe It was that bad.

Salandria and Gasrison had almost a Svengali relationship. Garrison had filed suit
in Vlashingtonto get the autopsy rifle and other eidence to show his jury and then was
about to back out on it. When I argued with him he told me that if I could convince
Salandria he would go ahead with it. I invited Vince down. f# brought Feldman and I
think someone else,. 'Ff: gaw immcdiately the value of having that evidence examined by
other than a federal arpert, g\n'iaon did go ghead with it, and he won. Only to announce
the day of the hearing and before the judge announced his decision that at was all a CIA
plot to ruin J'I:L.W)émd he dropped out! _

Fenste:rwald was his DC counsels %g:sent #mm. JBriel. Fensterwald phoned me the
night before the hearing, told me to get a toothbrush and where to meet him in..ﬁn:lington.
where he then lived and I did. He had had leaked to him what tho gowmmant\‘;s going to
spring on ua by surprise the next daw, whatp pou'll see in Post Mortem as the report of
the experts the DJ had gotten to go over the autopsy dope. Bud and the lawyers worked
over the legal papers and | marked that report up e for Dr. Cyril Wecht, who was to
be the expert witness that morning,. % would be hitting it cold! His <testimony won for
us and then Yim pulled that utter insanity.

Gotta knocl off for now.



Jim could have na:d.ed Bringuier for false swearing if not for perjury or have
gitten him o tell the truthe Either way he could have learned much more about Oswald
and what he was really up to in N.O.(swald was there when Bringuier gave ths boys some
of these 50¢ DRE bbnds to sell and it is almost ceBtain that it was Oswald who reported
Bringuier for the unlicensed sale of bonds, J{t,g,?wﬁwt Wit | hage pecects

From Jones and Silver he could have learned that it was not Oswald who picked those
handlbills up, What this could have meant with fhornley is obvious.

this could habe been the beginning of learning more and of wiping the Report out.

That could have been carried fd Ythur, more so if he'd gone ahead with that law-
suit he a.baduned in DC with such utter insanity and ‘Bad the so-—cal{ed evidenceof the crime
examined mpartially. The case would have fome apart, the feport wirgQ aut. Hore so if
he had been prepared to really question the ,{FBI agents who did testify there, on the
curbstone, on the ballistics and on the damage to the President's clothing. You'll under-
stand this better when you see the pictureg in Post Mortem of that curbstone and of the
shirt collar. Sincg then an impartial scientific examination identifies that "smezr" on
the curbstone as a patch of concrete paste. With Oswald dead, who had any interest in
ofberuing the traces of bullet metal Jeft in that curbstone other than conspiratcrs.

Ay yau'll see in Post lartem my work left virtmally nothing of the official mythology
and you'll see it more in NEVER AGAIN! Entirely you'd have seen if in what was eliminated
from Case Open. That, by the way, at the publisher's insistence, was done foom the
rough draft. You can see how mg typing is now when L have to sit with my legs up to
tlépeﬂ on the machine that is to my side. &nd when ! write on a clipboard * hold in the
air with one hand and write with the other. The publisher said he' have it all retyped
and I mailed it up as I wrote ite But when he did not use most of it by far and he
had agreed to have it all retyped, by continuous needling of him I finally got most of
it on a disk. I have had duplicate disks made and given them to history prof friends who
are only now getting time to begin to read the entire major book that was wut out. To
explain this I took lfosnsr's poor prosecution case against Oswald and used it a defense
counsel would have, ([nlike Posner I restracted myself 160/ to the official evidence. I
used that to prove more than that Osafa.ld did not kill JFK, I used it to prove that he
could not have. So, there is one Emixwmw helluva book left over!

This is buT a glimmer of what Iim could have done had he been for real, had he
behaved as any competent DA behav;—:s. The strangest thing of all iz thet he was more
than just competent.
The spent the aftggﬁgra E%ﬁlﬂeﬁé"ér and the other 6'6" lawyer on Garr:.son g staff,
33 Mzsaaas I recall named Wardell. When + heard what their case was * told them
they'd lose, they'd deserve to lose, and if they did not change by the coming Thursday
I'd be un the midday plane éuu. I was, I had agrded long earlier tp be what _]im

called his "Dealey Plaza eexpert,” The IIY Times 1 ?y repo:-ted me at the counsel table, &



where I was o bave been. Bul I was never there, never in that courtroom then, never
laid eyes on Shaw. I beggn writing the second part of Post Mortem if not the night
before at your hom& then when I know I was wyiting on it, the first day of the jmry ems
peERRl panelling. I used Tom Bethell's office, his electric typeriter, what I'd never
used before, on a high library table.

Dephbte his proclaiming so often, so long and so hard that uOswald was innocent his
case was based on the exact opposite, with Shaw and Yerrie co-conspirators.

Garrison's interest and case did not begin when as he said Scnator Long tald him
of his suspicions, ~ong denied it to a reporter + known. Dean =is told me it began
with “hitewash, tha;: éarxison gave him a ¢ opy and told him to read it. I did not mind
Jin's lying about that. A4s you may remember from Photograph:.c ﬁhtewwh, which = gave
vou, I used Wnewapaper accounts saying that on the back cover. He should have used
more of it. And, tiragicelly, in sddition to the other tragedies, he could have once and
for all, beforc a jury, destroyed the VWarren Report. That he failedl hurt the country no
end, In failing ke legitimized mythologies and they have proliferated enormously since
then, deceiving and misleading the people who care. &nd I fear laying the basid by his
failywre for what we now face, an authoritarian state.

That strange girl you do not remember wound up in Honston. In jail. I never did X

learn the oimgme charge. Sorry, proofs just here by Fedex.

2/26- Going over the proofs that were badly messed up was a trying and emotionally
draining an expertence, Aside from the cutting in violation ofiour agrecment the so-
called editing introduced so many errors, at least a thousand in punctuation and
spelling alone!

T‘ka meclioinen}that keeps me alive nakes me hemorrhage easily, on slight contact sub-
cutaneouslj)s-c‘nﬂy travel is unsafe for mee. What I tiink that at this stage 9{ my life
and at my age ¥ I regret most about that is that it is not possible for me to wvisit
80 many who became :riends who were so ldnd and so helpful.

Like you (pl).

Besﬁo you all‘ i



