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Dear ait,

Just returned from tiring trip, including interviews with {ive cons in two Jeils,
and one head-to-head with Frank, who is worse than I'd thought, and I'd tmug,n.. he wes
miserable, if excecdingly coupetente If you find ridicule not ofiemsive, tis a
chunge! If you waste the time to take what he used you for in context, you might feel
other than you say. I haven't time to go into it, for the work is stacked high and I have
some 14 hours of taped interviews to trasncribe, afridavits to prepare for court use,
and the accumulated rail,

As I %told you when you phoned me from Hemphis, you did better than you thought. I'd
like to have the balance of your notes. Frank used everything of yours that I did by
redoing the interviews on his own and pretending they were ord nf* and then leaving
out Xl that rclated to the crime, except where he could misuse nisrupresent, I'm
sorry you didn't interview Jesse vackson, I realize you couldn't interview everyone.
There secms 4o be an SCLC policy of couplete detachment. Bevel hed agrecd to appear on
the show but didn't, I had written him first asking tlat we get together in advance of it,
for which I did go there a day early. “e did not respond, my lotter was not returned.

Glad you seem to find I-U betters When you read it, I think you'll find the parcnthet-
ical cowients fall into two specles, one redundant, There wore meny in the original,
which had %o be and was severcly cute I an not opsosed to them and do use then
extensively. But cveryone who has comented on the carly pert of the book, where the
heaviest outting was essential, found this objectionable, Dapeciazlly reporters. I
had an enormous amount on the fink writers, like Slair and liuie, for i1 eupected the complete
work to be no wmore than an historical record. I trdnk the boolk might have beon cut more,
but I wasn't about to take time and have no rogrets, other things being rore importent
TO lLiCe

If you are paranzid in your comrent about the publisher, so is cveryone clse who
has mentioned it, inciuding those in publishing. He has com.d“ted repeated mall frauds
without fear, I still await the last third of the "advance" and he has uzade spurious
charges for "author's alteratlons". which in an astounding number of cases are non—
existent, meaning no chunges of any ldud were made, and in most of th¢ rest are the
correction of typo-setting, not us., typose He has to be confident he 11 noi be prosecuted.
At first I was cinclied to be a minority of one and atiribute this to incompetence, or
to doing the book on the cheap in the hope the subjoct would malte it take off, or my
success with WIITHMASH, which did make tihe Uell edition a best~sellor.

It is too late now, but if Frank is out there again, I hope you will find time to
tape him, He was spoon-fod by the prosecutionand the FBI in both Hemphis and Washington
and he does let helpful things drope He is a real blabbermouth with a compulsion to
sclfGjustification. So, I am anxious to have every word for the use of the defense.

Zather than suspecting Langley, I suspect St. LEdgar the Indispensible.

Tharls and best to you all,

Warnmest,
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Received Frage Up this morning, for which thank you very
kindly, Thanks also for the many kind (and undsserved)
words you lavished on my pitifu] efforts in Memphis, I did
Just enough to make it all the more criminal to pull out
vhen I did, whatever the extemuating circumstances, I haven't
had time yet to read the book so I can't comment on its qualit
except to say that from the few passages I've skimmed, It may
be your best book to date, . Incidentelly, I agree with your
publisher on the parenthetical comments, I think they make
your exposition much cleasrer, But then, you and I have always
disagreed on the importance of good editorship, £ P d
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