‘ 10/24/70
Desr, Silmst Matt, =

. The immediante caus¢ of this new futility of wkk writing you again is a xerox
of a xerox of an article in New Orleans Magazine for an widentified ¥"January",
by Eugene 4. Sheehan, It is {1luminated with & picture of Oswald credited to you,

not Black Star. I;a&is&‘tinct as this plcture is through the several stages of xeroxing,
14 geems pretty clearly ito have been taken in Dallase Sewersl things are of phtential
interest and valus, s6 I'm asking for priants of each of the pictures you may have
taken, uncropped ‘and, if it is not asking too much of you, a second print of each
that I can distribute for others to study.

There are__dqﬁe;-ﬁxtnmsting things in this story. It is obvious Butler inspired
it and that Sheehan is unguestioning and unoritical, repeating whatever pap he was
fed, If you know Mim and can energize yourself im enough to ask him what got him
started and intersated and whether Butler was his source on all of it, that might
belp. The pqz"centpge of | error in. the story is rather much above average, snd some
of the errcrs are in themselves mtezjesﬁng_and may be significants

Without maiing & conscious search for it, since seeing you I have learned much
about Butlér, snd some of 1t should interest you and your friends, who have been
among his victims., Frome friend of yours I learned that he appears to have been a
fink foz}:’i,yourﬁ»sute,“nmncan Comnittee and at a time he pretended to have civil= -
rights iaterests. Typically, our mutual friend seems to have peen incapable of two-
plus—two, ;;fi‘thmetic, something 4 have: come to fecelsm is a common New Orleans traite

S mealaa :

» : . ! .

At ‘some pfoint 1 fear many decent’ pegple are going to be embarrassed by their
assorted sbdications. 1 have come %o accept and expect this of others than those
who to me are decent, but with thoge I like I'm troubled, not entirely because they
have not dofie what they could have with little cost or troubleg WA
moro/becauae 1 fear their conscien[i:es'lmay worry them in the future, if not alreadys

On other things, I have & book in the hands of a ne:, small publisher, It will
not be out until next year. Eve e who has been connected with it, down to the
copy editor, is impressed and optimistic. T think it 4s a good book andywith the
xinds of breaks one is foolish to enticipate with the prevalining attitudes and the
1imited resources of this publieher, might do what we have failed to do so far and
ogn go far toward restoring thé credibility destroyed by the well-intentioned self=
seekers, ‘the paranoids and margingl paranoids, and the assorted kinds of commercial-
igers who, have done no good and have not helped at alle »

‘ against the govarnment for the suppressed evidence.
The firat I've won, and they are still climbing walls, The second is Just responded
to by the government and their ry¢sponse red by us, Their time for Tesponse

to the third suit expired Mondays I've dr.ftoé several others, The only reason they
haven't been filed ia because 1 have found somecne who will go over them and he is
kept busy with other matters, wlich means delays, However, in order to get what has
been unavilable, an independent ‘appraisal, I am content with the delays. If a few 6
of those who have or have pretended an interest in the assassinations and thelr
consequences. and who have the requisite technical siills in some cases and the
resources in!some case badm put a little of either whewe their mouths have been, we
might have agcomplished much, Ve, may still, «nd * do expect to. In fact, I think that
without tiis help, I have already. What I have gotten by litigation is significant,

as is what vao already gotten y:x__th no more than the intent to sue. I expect more.
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I have filed three suits



= One of the keenmer disappointments remains New Orleans. I am convinced that at

mx least some of the vital JFK clues remain hidden there and I am no lesa certain that
the operative missing link in King's may be there., If there is anyone in N.0. doing
anything or willing to,. it is without ny knowledgs and beyond my ability to locate,

I have tried, as you Inow, :

Of the many disappointments,: one of the more unpleasant is Jim, While he was
lavishing money on self-destructioen and I was exhausting my own limited resources
in an effort to protect him, it was bad enough. And when they said they'd like me to
continue trying to help but didn't know when, if ever, they could repay me, that,too
was bad enough, beceuse they did then have the money but preferred to use it for such
things as Steve Jaffe's vacation in Eux*ope and other such vital parposes, But when he
&t that large settlement in the binding case and still did nothirfy, wellww

One of us. close to him, was here scveral months ago and insisted that I write
him, reminding him, I did, There has been the usual silence, To say that this is
unconscionsble is to understate, _—

' ‘ ; .

While I've be:n concentrating on other things that N.Os, I continue to be
alert to all aspects, and I've gotten some very good N.O. stuff, incldding con-
firmation of what I'd believed in 8 number of instances, Where it was possible for
Jim's office to be helpful and without cost or the expenditure of more energy than
required by a phone call or sending an investigator to another city office, they
took much coaxdng before they agreed to do it ani then they fell totally silent, The
real lemmings cannot compars with him or them, believe me, This is especially true
in one limited area, I tell you 80 you'll know, not because I expect you to try and
use your influetice with Jim, Among the things withheld from the Warren Commission
by the FBI (which now seems to be Jim's ally in seeking blacks he seeks for the
comuission of verbal orimes) was the pre-assassination NOPD Intelligence Unit files
on both Ferrie and Oswald, I have incontrovertible proof of their existence, plus
that of a vice~squad file en Ferrie, about which 0'Sulliven perjured himgelf before
the Werren Commission., ‘his is a serious crime, one a cop would not knowingly commit
vith what to0 him i3 the most compelling reason., Louis, to oy surprise, is ell hung

" up on O‘Sullivan and refused to facs anything. And Hubie Badesux, that great civile
libertarian end pillar of decenay, chose O'Sullivan for the vice squad when he hed
the piciom of the NOPD - Bannister's boy Badeaux - and 0'Sulliven was more than just
lmown’; to Ferrie in the CAP and more than Just an ordinary member of 1it, Ferrie, also,
was ‘she subject of an FBI investigation for at least the two weeks befors the
&gsasaination,,.When the next suit I'm filing is for the suppressed Ferrie evidence,
I Ahink you can see the relevance of this and why I refer to Jim and his boys as
Yemmings, Can' I consider them more? My book on N.O., remember, was written before I
"went thsre fQI' the first tineee.. !

Borry I/do not expectoto be able; to get there in the foresesable future, I'11
be doing no mora travelling expect as a paid spesker, I've signed with a new lecture
bureau, one . juat started by a nice 8uy who used to do a talk show that I did as part
of 17 straight, ad 1ib hours on that station, Dick Gregory had earlier arranged for
al established agency to handle me, Mark queered that fast, for he nggks was under
contract to them, The one honest thing the agency did was make this specific. As you

‘have heurd me say, Mark figures he owns this. (But not Shaw, handled by the same
588Ny, )s..We Have such friends we have no need of enemies, The best help we are now
gottingi'is from our official enemies...,

[ it

I/’do hope you'll find time to send the pix, Best regards to you all,

Lo i Sincerely,



