4/14/72
‘ Dear iirs. Herron and iir. Hull,

The last letier datt wrote me, or at least I preume it wes latt, was missing from the
envelone when that arrived. The jostal service took full credit for the omission, which leads
ae to believe it uay have been accidental. I replied to the address on tie envelope, asking
21 address to which I could send a copy of my book FRud~UP, which uses vome of the rather
zood work Hatt did in demphis at the time of the ¥ing assasuination, and I've had no

response. 1% has been many ponths. I presume thuy are all well and now r.turning or plazning
their return.

In his obscentiy "An anmerican Death" Gerold Frank treats Hatt ruther shabbily. In
fuet, he drags hin in by the hells for purposes of ridicule. I suspect it is because
Yrank is the runuing dog of the government and delayea his book to hake 1% an "anagwer" to
mine. {here is no apparent reason for any mention of Hatt in 1%, certainly noge for
ridicule. '

I have contronted Franic only once, by phone, when he wes on a radio chow, ihig, of
course, ig u stacked deck, and although I had little chance to talx and none to end his
filiibustering, the producer of that sliow has told me the uan was literally shakings I
presuse this ia because he was a witness to a confrontation L nave on TV in Hew Yoxk with
both Willian Bracfori “ule and the man then actually in charge of the prosceution, now a

‘3 judge. Joth have since becn silent on the subject and Frank, reclizing the integrity of

' hiis book was ruined beiore he met hig «+100,000 confract, cume rushing up to me after the
show in some hystorim. So, although he has. agreed to another live confrontation, in Ste
Louis ig several weeks, and is to be asked to do one with uy by phone in iay 1 (Jim Eason,
WC0), £ heve a notion he will nol. '

Howsver, in each case I have been proaised thne show will go onl. in each case L should

it 1ikeé to both respond’to and limn this miscrable thing he has done with Hatt, Aside from

“%he ridicule he rurers to lMattds arrest in Daltimore without explanation anud calls hin a

"photographer=investizater” in a deprecating :amner, maldng no nention of Black Starr in

the fipat case nor ir the second of hatt*s belief he wa: not an investigatore ide choned ne

for ielp when he was in lieuphifs. I taped thet conversation, as I aid vhat he pipod Yo me

over the phone, and what he had already taped showed he needed no training to consider

ninself a competent investigator. fle did well. The rascel Frank uscs a aycoph:ntic rewriting

of what 4 uswe that dett gave me. The includes some of his original notese I took only

part or shem when he gave me all of them, intending the get the rust later anu now wanting

ta endonger all of them, but I never got back to wew Urlcans before he Jeite + have praserved

those L took, 11 he wants then vack on his ruturn. I edther of you has the remainder, they

were in a small, I think cardboard box and I would welconme accezs to then now for other

Teasons, my book being out and itself ..ssassinated.

iy chief purpose in writing is for three things that you zay have. lat: had a greatl
victure of hix runving ave¥ from some overstufied deputy/thug during e racisl disturbence
10 the southe I wanted to use it in the book, but he fult nodests. 1'd liie %o stuff it
in ¥ '3 face, on camera, if either of you has it and will lend it fo ze. He is smiling
as he runs, ¢ meras slung on both sides, and as he explained it to ne, he imew they'd get
after him so he left his heavy bag and cverything he wouldn t absolutely need behind, so
he could be fleet of foct. Perhaps, as parents souethines dd, you have clippings ot the
3altinore amusement pari deconstration which tells the story ol what was accouplished there,
not tha* Hatt wes arrested, but the violence he and the others faced for principle. 4nd you
may have a clipping that relates to the Fort Detrick vigll ageinst bacteriologlcal warfare
of uidch he was parte Joth, of course, have becone natdonul policy. “hile Jrank was waxing
rich ond femous with such socialliy-useful writing as lurdd uescriptionn of the murder of
women who were left with beoomsticks projecting from their veginas, ittt was pioneering
chnage that has come to passe I would really like very much, in confrontation or in any
equal-tine response, to be able to lay that despicable cormercializer out for what he
is, hence I write to see il you can lend me these things or supnly copiese The plciure was
not Hatfs,but was talen oh him by a photogrpeher umiiown %o me. 3, and best to them,

X ) Mncaralv. Harnld Wediashare




