Transcript of tape made by telephone, Memphis to New Orleans, 1:U45 a.m.,
April 11,1963, Matt Herren in Memphis, HW in NC. J. Working present.

Matt? Why don't I start it off and then stop it and you check to see
whether we're getting good reception.

HW. Uh, go ahead.

Background voice. ....

Speaker. Right. Now, on Thursday, March L, 1968, I was at a meeting at
the Motor Lodge.

»

Matt. How's that? O0k?
Hi. Thoe indicator is good. Hold it, and I'll go back.

Matt. Hete we go. .
HW. Go ahead.
Matt., What?

HwW. Go ahead.

Background voice. ...
Sheraton

Speaker. Now, on Thursday, March I}, 1968, I was at a meeting at ARaibyL2IX
Motor Lodge -

Matt. Now, will you say your name?

Spsaker. My name is Albert C, Ames8. I work for Employment
Division, and I'm also the president of the Memphis association for
the advancement of the blind. The Memphis, Erercweee, Commission

=

for %he Qlind which is composed of a number of business men, civie,

social and just private citizens who are interested in the advance-

and .
ment mf the betterment of the blind, met on March UL, 1968, at the

Sheraton Motor Lodge, which is a monthly meeting place the first

Thursday in the month for this meeting. Now, at this meeting were

Mrs. BogeryHall, Hrs.akégez Brench Haell, atbiending Sasseeemen Develop-

ment, and Mr. Latham, director of Tennessse Depositor Welfare =

Background voice. g{izsz"g, L AT ~

Spesker, Latham.
7

Lorors Forns ot norted -
Aorwahi vy Z, 9 4
Spesker. I think it's spelled4like -'T don't know the way, I think it's

Beckground voice....dZoffﬂv



g?onounced like the street/ﬁﬁA4/4nd\7%0*7‘A‘°'

2ot -

Voice. ,L A THA M.

Spaaker. Uh-huh. And the director of City and County Welfaee, Mr. Graham.
Those two gentlemen were sittlng directly in front of #Mrs. Hall and

v Y el
myself, respectively, at—the reapl{?) of the table. Now, to - well,
w2

directly in front of me was,Latham and to his immediate right wes

another blind fellow, white, of, the Progressive ghr for the Blind -

Ao
uh, I can't think of his name;,the president of that group.
Voice. Progressive eﬂdvd for the Blind?

Speaker. That's right. And to his right was Mr. Bob MeKnight, blind, with
the AF/ Industry for the Blind, formerly the Tennessee EJorkshop for
the Blind. And - I don't know whether it was directly to his right
at Thy it +v

. it went around the table, was Mr. Liggens, Conrad

Liggens, of the Tenn. Rehabilitation Services for the Blind, and the -

Voice. /7«/»4 7 L /ﬁ -

Speaker, L I GG IN 3. And‘a new councilor whose name I am not quite
familiar with. And at the end of the table was Mr. “ : who
is the president of the Memphis Citizens Committee for the Blind.
And on the other end also was a - uh, a - A Mr. Bob éﬁ:ie s 1 beliesve
Fou pronounce his last name, but he was also the Senagor for the
... the state from Shelby County, and the state iéhe legislature.
Voice. 3%4¢uk¢—7nau,¢ﬂizﬁz Hee Azuuf-ﬂ4ahmu04??a4;u:>
Speaker. DBob Farley. I believe, Farley.
Voice. FOLLEY? ‘
Speaker. I believe it's the way he pronounces it. Bob Farley.
Voice. He's the Senator from Shelby County?
Speaker. From Shelby County. Shelby County dslegation. Nashville Assembly

State -~ uh, Tennessee.

Voice. Right.



2.

onounced like the street/ %A/J —n %«7/4» .
ot
Voics. LATHAM,

Speaker, Uh-hun. And the dirsector of City and County Welfame, Hr, Graham.
Those two gentlemen weﬁ:ﬁjigzi?iJiiziotly in front of Mrs. Hell and
nysellf, respectively, st tha rear(?) of the tabls. Now, to - well,
directly In front of me wazﬁz;tham and to his immediats right was
another bliﬁd fsllow, white, of the Progressivelﬁar for the Blind -
uh, I can't think of his name; the president of that group.

Volice. Progressive ?ﬁaA/Qa for the Blind?

Speaker. That'!s right. And tec his right was r. Bob McKnight, blind, with
the #/( Industry for the Blind, formerly the Tennssaee Workshop for
the Blind. And - I don't know whether it was dlrectly to ais right

it went sround tns table, was r. Liggens, Conrad

Liggens, of the Tenn. Rehabilitation Services for the blind, and the -
VOide. i%ﬁ%e?b;q f) L/ Q
Speaker., L I GG I N S. And a new ocouncilor wnose name I am not quite
familiar with. And at the end of the table was Mr, WLngTield, who
is the presideant of the Memphis Citizens Commitbee for thé)Blind.
And on the other end also was a - uh, a - A Mr. Bob Ferldy, I believe
Fou proncunce his last name, but he was also the Sehafjor for the
.es the state from 3helby County, and the state &y legislature,
Voice. i%zvbé;’i;/va44Zth-ﬁi; }Z“?//4L4wW~L»f;Pﬁ;;u/e>
Speaker. Bob Farley. I belleve, Farley. ‘
Voice, FOLLEY?
Speaker. I believe it's the way he proacunces Lt. 3odb Farley.
Volce., He's the Senatcr from Shelby County?
Speakar. Prom Shelby County. Shelby County dslsgaticn, Nashvills Assombly
State -~ uvh, Tsnnassee.

Volce. Right.



3,

Speaker. And ahother gentlemen, a Dr. somebody. I dorft know his name,
but I believe he was from Memphis 3tate.

Voice. PR

Speaker, Now, as to the - to my left, the gentleman to my left - and this
was somewhat about - Our meeting usually started at X8 12 o'clock.
We got there about 20 minutes to 12 - and the conversation that was
going on was in regard to the coming march of D;. Martin Lufher King —
Monday. It had possibly - was scheduled for Friday. Bob McKnight
was lsading the discussion. And he said somegzz%ff in these words;
I cannot quote it exact - that Martin Luther King thinks he's gonna
march, but there's a man that was at my house from northern Missis-
sippi, A young man, who thinks different, and he sort of intimated
that Martin Luther King would never live to carry out that march.
I - this :ggggidme so much that the conversation begin to tone down
when someone evidently gave him the sign that I was in.the - and the
other lady was in their presencs, because at first we heve been pre-

vhously sitting at another table. But in the course of the clesed

o
, Gt

, Mpr. Graham and Mr. Latham continued to be interested in
carrying the conversation, talking about the curfew and the lack of
Aol rarcoece sz,?w,
sele of liquor,, to divert my attention from the ;%bnz<au¢ &
conversation at the end of the table. But the only thing that I
definitely remember, and it did not occur to me Weat - the signifi-
cance of tais until after Dr. King was killed. And thet in t?e
rame

conversation it was mentioned that there was & - was a white »»xin
building

®ixxy directly across from the hotel in which this person would be
stationed. Now, I %Mmﬂ/érbwi.@w,uaf Zhes

because I - DEzauxm it puzzled me for a while. I could not place in

my mind a white ragged building or wimkse frame house of any kind of



that description directly across from a hotel. Never having gone to

the Lorraine Hotel in my life not in - not in - down in that area, not

. oibedll )/'A-«‘?/ LT plrntpnber ccTecen
in my/life that I could ﬁevewaéekgz;&—— this type of situation and I
cored) ol Eie

. . ,zﬁk¢¢¢
did not reslize id until afterwards. Bubt from

the %Bammer conversativn that I have, that if the Justice Departemin

would 2?%:23i23er. Bob McKnight, Mr. Bob Farley, and Mr. Winfield that
they can get the complete description and the naﬁ;s of the aséassins
Q z_;>of Dr. M-rtin Luther King. |
Matt. Harold?
HW. Yes, I think I got it all well.
Mé;t. Could you hear it?

HW. Yes, I could hear it very clearly. If you'd like, there's someone else
with me, I'1ll play the last part of it back -

Matt. No, if you got it, that's fine. T want to talk about a little bit -
HW. Go ahead, Go ahead. You're still wired.
Matt. Do yiu think it's as significant as I do?

HW. Yes, I do. I think it can'§7bé ignored and has to be checked out at
the very least.

Matt. Tell, there's another person who was there who can corroborate it, so
what we have, I think, is uh - who is it, Gerald Jarnigan, who sat in
Ruby's night club?

HW. Yes?

Matt. That kind of thing and listened to Ruby and Oswald talk about it? I
think it's that kind of material only with a corroborating witness.
Now, it seems to me that this is so explosive, you know, that I - dnd
also that it's more useful now before an official version is brought
forward -

HW. Correct.

Matt. - that I really need some advice on how to procsed. I'm going to meet
with the other person tomorrow and get a statement from her. She's
quite - quite scared, but I think I can uh -

H. You'd rather not use the name now?

Matt. No, I use the name now. Uh, her name is Hall.



La

Hanes, I can't picturs and I don't want to say this on record, but ths
conspiracy goes all the way to the mayor.

Qe 411 the way to the mayor?

He To the mayor. All the way.

Qe All the way to the mayor.

H, Someone in high authority. If it's not, it's just a step below,

Qe Uh, what leads you to feel this way?

He Because of the people who The psople who is all

the Memphis Council for the Blind., The association is under the direct
leadership of the mayor, and all of these people wad close friends of the

mayor.
Qe Hmm,
H. This is off the record. This is just my thinking.
The car went -
4. TasyxauXXndxik a 100 febt down Main Street. Until they got to that
fire station.
Q. You think the car went to the fire station and vanished.
H. Right.
Qe Why do you say that?
H. It has been proven by records, you can get all types of

investigation,agg a%ilpﬁggleyou that no cer can get out of the city of
Memphis if Memphis wants to seal it off because they can seal off - they
can seal off Memphis in two and a half minutes.

Uoice. sene

Qe Of course, this is what happensd when President Kennedy was assas-
sinated. They didn't seal off Dallas at all. In fact, hours later you
could leave by the airport, with no and obviously they didn't
seal Memphis off, elther.

H. They didn't seal this off.

Qo Uhmhm. Now, he said a white frame building across from the Lorraine
Hotel.

H. Now this is what I understood him to say, but I

it's not frame
Qo
H. Yes.

Qe I'm wondering if maybe you were referring to another building



H.

Qe
Ho“

Q2.
H.

Iib

(Tape unintelligible here)

Y%ﬁesggéngust before the meeting was over, Mr. Winfield said that
he wanted/the organizations for the blind; that is the Association for the
Blind, the Association for the Advancement of the Blind, and the Year
for the Blind. It was a short meeting directly after the regular mseting.
The lady that brought me out, Mrs. Hall, had to get back to her office.
Well, we stayed. Now, this is what the meeting resulted in, that they
will have a meeting on the 18th of March and they wanted to have it oppo-
site
tcause I couldn't get cut there. It was too far away.

Yes. April. Uh, and uh, he said that uh, we would uh, have the
meeting there. And - but there was no format as to what we were going to
talk about. %hay Then they changed it so that we'd have it in Mr. Graham's
office, and I - that was in 1-B-1 at the uh - in the courthouse., DBe there
at 1:30, And he said that the buminess would last 10 or —'maybe 30 minutes.
Then he said that the other business might last a couple of hours. And
this is why I have been somewhat reluctant to say this because I am sus-
picious that these people follow a suspicion that I have more information
about what they were talking sbout than actually I have. And I'm afraid
for my own safety because at théas meeting

Unmhm.

But I

Well, uh -

Not hearing him, but

Yase.

Because I don't know what - what - what would be
And another thing, if possible, I predicted if this get out, you'd have
to turn this over to the

In other words, it will not -

I promise you we won't turnthis over to anyone till we work that
out. The only person -

That's why I couldn't talk on the phone. Cause my phone has been
tapped. I know it's been tapped. I've heard different signals that let
me know it's tapped.

In other words, your sense of hearing is much greater than mine.

That's true.



Q2.
Qe

H.
Qe

Q.
H,

~

2o

. be

Any blind person's is. I am well aware of this.

You uh - Mr. McKnight mentioned a group in north
in North Mississippi. Do you have any idea what or where that might be?

No, I don't. He mentioned a name.

Hexmenkhsnsaxaxmamsn Could it be South Haven?

I don't know. He mentioned a name of a person, but I didn't catch
it, because it was then the other people engaged me in conversation and
diverted me from - ’

Yes.

- the main line of the conversation.

Can you give me Jjust a rough general lidea of what that name might
have sounded like or -~

Uh-uh., No, I can't.

Yes. ’

But I know the name - whatever this man is named, it's registered
at the hotel if it's a person's name. I can almost be certain of that.

The individual that's the real killer.

. Well, might be too much if it the real name. It might be the real
killer buﬁyﬁgtiﬁis name. '

Right. .

In other words, the name of the man who registered at the hotel
was not the name mfxkha that McKhhght mentioned.

No. Uh-uh.

Now, you said thers was another lady there that they also tried to
engage in conversation?

That's right. That's Mrs. Hall.

Do you think there is a possibility if we go to her in confidence
she will give us information?

I would doubt it.



HW.
Matt.

Matt.

Hw.
Matt.
Hw.
Matt.
HY.
Matt,
Hw.

Matt.
Hw.

Matt.

Hw.
Matt.

Hw.

Matt.

HW.
Matt.
Hw.

Oh, then you have akrady used the name.
Already used the name where?
the name on the tape
He used x%, did he not?
Yes, he used the name on the tape.
Mrs. Audrey.
Mrs. Audrey Branch'Hall, I believe. At any rate, we've - with two
stetements like this, I - I think either - well, ideally, I suppose,
you'd then run - you'd look into the associatioms of ths other people,
but I;m not sure there's enough time for that.
Yes. May I 88fer some unsolicited advice?
Well, I'm soliciting advice.
You're on assignment for a magazine?
Uh, more or less.
Mors or less?

Un -

You should - there's no reason in the world why that's not as good a
way to use it as any other.=

Yes.

And this you should get paid for. The alternative is IV and there I
don't know if I can do you any good. And if you wanted to -

Well, I have all the connections I need. I just want this thing well
checked out and verified before it goes on. Now I believe this guy.

I think he's absolutely telling the truth.

It is also subject to disproof if he's not, and in the absence of the
mention of a man's name, I don't see anything libelous.

In the sbsence of the mention of who - the man who's making the atate~
ment? '

No. The man who is supposed to have done the deed.

Oh, I see what you mean. The only thing libelous is that, if true,
all of these people who were highmx officials, the state senator and
actually turned out to be the representative - and some officials of
the city of Mewmphis who are ...

The t is correct. That is correct. And in one case before the fact.
In one case before the fact. Right.

Well, again, HMatt, I would get the other tape first.



Matt.

Hu.

Matt.

HW.

Matt.

Hw.

Matt.

Hw.

Matt.

HW.
Matt.
HW,

Matt.

mI.

Matt.

.

Yes. Absolutely. But do you think it's enough to hsve the other tape?
For example, you know, these zuys are going to come in like hell as
soon as it comes out.

Yes, that's right. And uh - the only thing - what you have done, of
course, to & large degree, is to get the kind o f debail that is help-

ful in establishing cr3edibility - where people were sitting and what

the time wes, and who was where, and so forth.
Yes. Well -

I think that sort of thing is helpful. Uh, if it were a less Dblighted
part of the world, uhb, perhaps other things might be, but my. own off-
hand opinion, Matt, is that it ought to be used,” if anybody will, and
soon. Uh, if you have TV connections, it should be worth more there.

Well, I don't really care about the money.

There's an advantage to caring about the money. It will enable you
to do other things. And it's e funny thing, Matt. People seem %o
suspect what they get for nothing.

Huh.,

I - I - look. You should have had more experience along that line
than I.

Yes. Well, what I have done, I shipped a tape off earlier this evening
to my agent in NY.

That's the best thing.
And I'm going to talk to him about it.

That's the begt thing. I was going to give you the name of my agent,
who is also Chet Huntley's.

Yes. Well, no. He can advise me better on this. And the other thing
is I have to consider the safety of the people here.

That is a prime consideration.

Yes. And uh - what would you do if you were in my position as far as
I;m concerned?

@ don't know. I am confronted with $xactly the same situation. I
have something not quite of this magnitude, but in a way of zgrest mag-
nitude. And I am doing everything fhet I can conceive of with the
same thing in mind, protection. I do think that the tape should notb
be released in this form becauss it points the finger at these sources
of your information.



